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RESEARCHING A LOYALIST IN THE LOYALIST COLLECTION  

Microforms, Archives & Special Collections, UNB Libraries 

loyalist.lib.unb.ca 

Name (including variations): 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Birth date & place: ______________________________________________ 

Death date & place: ______________________________________________ 

Other locations: __________________________________________________ 

Spouse/s (inc. birth/death date etc.): ____________________________________ 

Parents: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Grandparents: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Siblings: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Children: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Occupation: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Religion: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

Military unit: 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Known documents & other: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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» STEP ONE 
 
These useful biographical and indexing books are located with the MICGDL books (part 
of The Loyalist Collection) on the 5th floor of the Harriet Irving Library. Particular focus is 
given to sources related to New Brunswick loyalists.  (See “Print Material” page on The 
Loyalist Collection site for full list of holdings - loyalist.lib.unb.ca/print-materials) 
 

  
NOMINAL SEARCHING FOR NEW BRUNSWICK LOYALISTS IN 

HIL-MICGDL REFERENCE BOOKS  
 

 Notes 
Antliff, B. (1985) Loyalist 
settlements, 1783-1789 : New 
evidence of Canadian 
Loyalist claims 
FC423 .L69 1985  
*claims 

 

  

 

 

Bunnell, Paul (1989) The 
New Loyalist Index. (4 
volumes) 
FC426 .B86 1989 
*land grants 

 

Palmer, Gregory. (1984) 
Biographical Sketches of 
Loyalists of the American 
Revolution.   
E277 .P24 1984  

 

Sabine, Lorenzo (1864) 
Biographical sketches of 
loyalists of the American 
Revolution, with an 
historical essay.  
E277 .S12  (2 volumes) 

 

Clark, M. (1981) Loyalists in 
the southern campaign of 
the Revolutionary War.  
CS63 .C55 (3 Volumes) 
*military 

 

Wood-Holt, B. (1990) The 
king’s loyal Americans : The 
Canadian fact : Marriage 
licences for Sunbury county, 
1788 – 1829, passenger lists 
and other lists, etc.  
CS88 .N4 W66 1990   
(see appendix at back) 
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Bell, D.G. (1983) Early 
Loyalist Saint John : the 
origin of New Brunswick 
Politics, 1783 -1786 
FC2497.4 .B44   
(see appendix at back) 

 

Wright, Ester Clark (1955)  
The Loyalists of New        
Brunswick.   
FC2471.3 .W74 1955 
(see appendix at back) 

 
 

Fraser, A. (1994) United 
Empire Loyalists : enquiry 
into the losses and services 
....  
FC3053 .O58 1994 (2 
volumes) 
*claims 

 

Dryer,D. & Jones R. (1985) 

(1986) 
Index to Series 1 of 
American loyalist claims. 
Index to series II of American 
loyalist claims.  
E277 .C6243 D89 1985 & 
E277 .C6243 D895 1986  
*claims 

 

Coldham, P. & Mick Haigh, S. 
(1980)  American Loyalist 
Claims. 
E277 .C624 v.1  
*claims 

 

Coldham, P.  (2000) 
American Migrations, 1765 – 
1783 ... 
E277 .C623  
*claims 
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» STEP TWO 

Secondary Source & Print Primary Bibliography 

Most items on this list can be found in HIL-MICGDL (The Loyalist Collection reference 

books), HIL-STACKS (can be checked out), and online. Additional copies are often 

located in HIL-SPECAR (Special Collections, located on the 5th floor). Some key websites 

are also listed. 

GENERAL 

Antliff, B.  Loyalist settlements, 1783-1789 : New evidence of Canadian Loyalist claims. 1985. 

HIL-MICGDL FC423 .L69 1985   

Bunnell, Paul. The New Loyalist Index. 1989.(4 volumes) HIL-MICGDL FC426 .B86 1989 

Braisted, Todd. The On-Line Institute for Advanced Loyalist Studies.                            
<http://www.royalprovincial.com/>. 

 
Chartrand, René and G. A. Embleton. American Loyalist Troops 1775-84. Oxford: Osprey,

 2008.            
 HIL-MICGDL E277. C47 2008 

Clark, Murtie June.  Loyalists in the Southern Campaign of the Revolutionary War.  Volumes I,  
II, and III.Baltimore : Genealogical Pub. Co., 1981. HIL-MICGDL CS63. C55 

Coke, Daniel Parker, and Hugh Edward Egerton. The Royal Commission on the Losses and

 Services of American Loyalists, 1783-1785. New York: Arno Press, 1969. 

HIL-MICGDL E277. C6. 1971 

 

Coldham, Peter Wilson. American Migrations, 1765-1799: The Lives, Times, and Families of 

 Colonial Americans Who Remained Loyal to the British Crown Before, During, and after 

 the Revolutionary War, as Related in Their Own Words and through Their 

 Correspondence. Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Pub., 2000.   

 HIL-MICGDL E277. C623 2000 

 

Coldham, Peter Wilson and Sally Lou Mick. American Loyalist Claims. Washington, D.C.: 
National Genealogical Society, 1980. 

 HIL-MICGDL E277. C624 v. 1 
 
Dictionary of Canadian Biography. <http://www.biographi.ca>. 
 

Dornfest, Walter T.  Military Loyalists of the American Revolution: officers and regiments, 1775

 -1783.  Jefferson, N.C. : McFarland & Co., 2011.   HIL-MICGDL E277 .D67 2011    

 

Dryer,D. & Jones R. Index to Series 1 of American loyalist claims. Index to series II of American 

loyalist claims. 1985 and 1986.  

            HIL-MICGDL E277 .C6243 D89 1985 & E277 .C6243 D895 1986 

 

 

http://www.royalprovincial.com/
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“Find A Grave”. <www.findagrave.com>. 
 
Fraser, A. United Empire Loyalists : enquiry into the losses and services .... 1994. HIL-MICGDL 

FC3053 .O58 1994 (2 volumes) 
 
Gara, Donald J. The Queen’s American Rangers. Pennsylvania: Westholme Publishing, 2015. 

HIL-STACKS. E277.6 .Q6 G37 2015 

 
Halstead, Van Tyne Claude. The Loyalists in the American Revolution. Gloucester: Peter Smith, 

1902. HIL-STACKS E277. V24 1902 
 

Katcher, Philip R.N.  King George’s Army 1775-1783:  A Handbook of British, American and

 German regiments.  England:  Osprey Publishing Ltd., 1973. 

 HIL-MICGDL E267. K37 1973b 

 

Palmer, Gregory. Biographical Sketches of Loyalists of the American Revolution. Westport, CT: 
Meckler, 1984. 

 HIL-MICGDL E277. P24 1984 

 

Sabine, Lorenzo. Biographical sketches of loyalists of the American Revolution, with an 

historical essay. 1864. HIL-MICGDL E277 .S12  (2 volumes) 

 

United Empire Loyalists’ Association of Canada.  Loyalist Directory. <www.uelac.org/Loyalist-

Info/Loyalist-Info.php>. 

 

Whitfield, Harvey Amani.  North to Bondage:  Loyalist Slavery in the Maritimes. Vancouver: UNB 

Press, 2016. HIL-STACKS & HIL-SPECAR HT1052 .M37 W55 2016 

 

CAROLINAS (NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA) 

 
Crow, Jeffrey J. A Chronicle of North Carolina During the American Revolution, 1763-1789. 

Raleigh: North Carolina Dept. of Cultural Resources, 1975. HIL MICGDL E263 .N8 C74 

1997 
 
Hehir, Donald M. Carolina Families. Bowie, Maryland: Heritage Books, 1994. HIL-MICGDL F253 

.H43 1994 
 
Troxler, Carole Watterson. The Migration of Carolina and Georgia Loyalists to Nova Scotia and 

New Brunswick. Chapel Hill: University North Carolina, 1974.  HIL-MICGDL FC2321 .T7 
 
CONNECTICUT 
 
East, Robert A.  Connecticut’s loyalists.  Chester, Conn.: Pequot Press, 1974. HIL-STACKS 

E277 .E34 
 
Bailey, Frederic W., ed. Early Connecticut Marriages as found on Ancient Church Records Prior 

to 1800.  Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Pub. Co., 1982. HIL-MICGDL F93 .B16 (Online at 
Internet Archive) 

http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Info/Loyalist-Info.php
http://www.uelac.org/Loyalist-Info/Loyalist-Info.php
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Fabel, R.F.A.  “Montfort Browne’s Corps:  The Prince of Wales American Volunteers.”  Journal 

of the Society for Army Historical Research, Vol. 20, Issue 283 (1992), pp. 157-173. 
 
Mather, Frederic Gregory. The Refugees of 1776 from Long Island to Connecticut. Baltimore, 

Genealogical Pub. Co. 1972. HIL MICGDL E263 .N6 M4 1872 
 
Siebert, W.H. “Refugee Loyalists of Connecticut.” Transactions of the Royal Society of Canada, 

Series III. 92. Ottawa: Royal Society of Canada, 1916. (Internet Archive) 
 
Tyler, John W. Connecticut Loyalists:  an analysis of Loyalist land confiscations in Greenwich, 

Stamford, and Norwalk.  New Orleans:  Polyanthos: 1977. HIL-MICGDL E277 .T93 
 
GEORGIA 
 
Taylor, RJ Jr. Foundation. An Index to Georgia Colonial Conveyances and Confiscated Land 

Records, 1750 – 1804.  Atlanta, Georgia: RJ Taylor Jr. Foundation, 1981. HIL-MICGDL 
F285 .I5 1981 

 
MASSACHUSETTS 
 
Maas, David E. Divided Hearts, Massachusetts Loyalists, 1765-1790. Boston: New England 

Historic Genealogical Society, 1980.  HIL-MICGDL E277 .M2 

 
Pruitt, Bettye Hobbs. The Massachusetts Tax Valuation Lists of 1771. Boston: GK Hall, 1978. 

HIL-MICGDL F63 .P838 

 
Stark, James Henry.  The Loyalists of Massachusetts and the Other Side of the American 

Revolution.  Boston:  J.H. Stark, 1910.  HIL-STACKS & HIL-MICGDL E277 .S79 
 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 
 
Bunnell, Paul J. New Hampshire Loyalists.  Amesbury, NH: PJ Bunnell, 2004.  HIL-MICGDL E277 

.B878 2004 
 
Hammond, Otis Grant. Tories of New Hampshire in the War of the Revolution. Boston: Gregg 

Press, 1972. HIL-STACKS E277 .H22 1972 
 
NEW JERSEY 
 
Jones, Edward Alfred. The Loyalists of New Jersey in the Revolution.  Boston, Gregg Press,
 1972.HIL-MICGDL E277. J78 1972 
 

Stryker, William S. The New Jersey Volunteers (Loyalists) In the Revolutionary War. 
 [Trenton, N.J.?] : [publisher not identified], 1887. 

 HIL-MICF FC18. C5 NO.62329 
   
Nelson, William. New Jersey marriage records 1665-1800. Baltimore: Genealogical Publishing
 Company, 1967.  HIL-MICGDL F133. N42 1967 (Online at Internet Archive) 
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New Jersey Provincial Congress and Council of Safety. Minutes of the Provincial Congress and 
the Council of Safety of the State of New Jersey. Trenton: Naar, Day & Naar, 1879. HIL-MICGDL 
E263 .N5 N54 1879 
 
Stryker-Rodda, Kenn. Revolutionary Census of New Jersey. Cottonport, LA: Polyanthos., 1972. 
HIL-MICGDL F133 .S77 
 
NEW YORK 
 
Ashton, Rick J. The Loyalist Experience : New York, 1763-1789. Thesis, Northwestern 

University, 1973.  HIL-MICGDL E277 .A83 1973 

 
Bowman, Fred Q. Landholders of Northeastern New York, 1739-1802. Baltimore: Genealogical 

Pub. Co. 1983. HIL-MICGDL HD211 .N7 B68 1983 
 
Burleigh, H.C. New York State Confiscations of Loyalists. Toronto: United Empire Loyalists' 

Association of Canada, 1970. HIL-MICGDL E277 .N49 

 
Flick, Alexander Clarence.  Loyalists in New York During the American Revolution.  NY: AMS 

Press, 1970. HIL-STACKS E277 .F62 1970    
 
New York Marriages Previous to 1784. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co, 1984. HIL-MICGDL 

F118 .N485 
 
Vincent, G.R. The Civil Sword:  James Delancey’s Westchester Refugees, 1776-1785.  Victoria, 

B.C.:  Cobequid Press, 1997.  HIL-STACKS & HIL-SPECAR E277.63 .D3 V56 1997 
 
Wilson, Thomas B. Inhabitants of New York, 1774 – 1776. Baltimore: Genealogical Pub. Co., 

1993.  HIL-MICGDL F128.25 .W55 1993 

 
PENNSYLVANIA 
 
Linn, John Blair and William Henry Egle. Pennsylvania Marriages Prior to 1790.  Baltimore: 

Genealogical Publ. Co., 1979. HIL-MICGDL F148 .P45 1979 
 
Weinberg, Allen and Thomas E. Slattery. Warrants and Surveys of the Province of Pennsylvania 

including the Three Lower Counties 1759.  Knightstown, Indiana: The Bookmark, 1975. 
HIL-MICGDL F152 .W45 1975 

 
RHODE ISLAND 
 
Bartlett, John R. Census of the Inhabitants of the Colony of Rhode Island and Providence 

Plantations taken by order of the General Assembly in the year 1774. Providence: 
Knowles, Anthony & Co., 1858.  HIL-MICGDL F78 .A59 1984 

 
Smith, Joseph Jencks. Civil and Military List of Rhode Island, 1647-1800. Providence, RI: 

Preston and Rounds Co., 1900.  (Internet Archive) 
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VIRGINIA 
 
Church, Randolph W. Virginia Legislative Petitions: Bibliography, Calendar, and Abstracts from 

Original Sources, 6 May 1776 – 21 June 1782. Richmond: Virginia State Library, 1984. 
HIL-MICGDL KFV2420 .C48 1984 

 
Clemens, William Montgomery. Virginia Wills Before 1799. Baltimore: Southern Book Co. 1952. 

HIL-MICGDL F230 .C62 1952 

 
Crozier, William Armstrong. Early Virginia Marriages, (ca 1759-1824). Baltimore, MD: Southern 

Brook Co, 1953. HIL-MICGDL F225 .C9   
 
Hast, Adele. Loyalism in Revolutionary Virginia: The Norfolk Area and the Eastern Shore. Adele 

Hast, MI: UMI Research Press, 1982.  
 HIL-STACKS E277. H37 1982 
 
Nugent, Nell Marion. Cavaliers and Pioneers: Abstracts of Virginia Land Patents and Grants. 

Richmond: Press of the Dietz Print Co. 2005. HIL-MICGDL 1623-1800 F225 .N84 1934  
 
********************************************************************************************************** 
 

NEW BRUNSWICK 

Barnett, Cleadie and Sewell, Elizabeth.  Loyalist Families.  Fredericton, N.B.: Fredericton 
Branch of the United Empire Loyalists' Association of Canada, [1983?]. 

 HIL-MICGDL FC2471. 1. B36 
 
Bell, D.G. Early Loyalist Saint John : the origin of New Brunswick Politics, 1783 -1786. 1983.  

HIL-MICGDL FC2497.4 .B44   
 
_________.  American loyalists to New Brunswick : the ship passenger lists.  Halifax:  Formac 

Publishing Company, 2015. HIL-MICGDL CS88 .N4 B44 2015    
 

Dubeau, Sharon. New Brunswick Loyalists: A Bicentennial Tribute. Agincourt, Ont.: Generation 
Press, 1983.  HIL-MICGDL & HIL-STACKS FC2471.3 .D82  

 
Hebb, Ross N. The Church of England in Loyalist New Brunswick, 1783-1825. Madison, NJ: 

Fairleigh Dickinson University Press, 2004. 
 HIL-STACKS BX5612. N68 H43 2004 
 
Hill, Isabel Louise. Some Loyalists and Others. Fredericton, N.B.: Hill, 1977. 
 HIL-STACKS FC2471. 3. H56 1977 
 
Howe, Jonas. The King’s New Brunswick Regiment: 1793-1802. "Provincial Archives of New  

Brunswick." Provincial Archives of New Brunswick. 
http://archives.gnb.ca/exhibits/forthavoc/html/KNBRegt.aspx?culture=en-CA 

 

Jack, David Russell. Biographical Data Relating to New Brunswick Families, Especially of 
 Loyalist Descent. Saint John, New Brunswick: 1980. Microform. 
 HIL-MIC FC A1 NO.20 
 

http://archives.gnb.ca/exhibits/forthavoc/html/KNBRegt.aspx?culture=en-CA
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Lawrence, Joseph Wilson et al. The judges of New Brunswick and their Times. St. John, NB.

 1907. 

 HIL-STACKS FC2455. L38 

 

Lee, G. Herbert. An Historical Sketch of the First Fifty Years of the Church of England in the

 Province of New Brunswick (1783-1833). Saint John, N.B.: Sun, 1880. 

 HIL-MICGDL BX5611. N53 L48 1880 

 

Maxwell, L. M. B. An Outline of the History of Central New Brunswick to the Time of 

Confederation. Fredericton, NB: York-Sunbury Historical Society, 1984. HIL-MICGDL & HIL-

STACKS FC2471 .M36 

 
MacNutt, W. Stewart. New Brunswick, a History: 1784-1867. Toronto: Macmillan of Canada, 
 1984. 
 HIL-STACKS FC2471. M26 
 

Raymond, W.O.  “Roll of Officers of the British American or Loyalist Corps.”  Fort Havoc- 

Provincial Archives of New Brunswick website. 

<http://archives.gnb.ca/exhibits/forthavoc/html/Roll_of_Officers-original.aspx?culture=en-

CA>. 

 

_____________. W. O. Raymond Scrapbook: Our Representatives in the House of Assembly.  

1897. Accessed via: "Provincial Archives of New Brunswick." Provincial Archives of New 

Brunswick. <http://archives.gnb.ca/exhibits/forthavoc/html/Raymond99.aspx?culture=en-

CA>. 

 

Rees, Ronald. Land of the Loyalists: Their Struggle to Shape the Maritimes. Halifax: Nimbus,

 2000. Print. 

 HIL-STACKS FC2471. 3. R43 2000 

 

Saint John Branch New Brunswick Genealogical Society.  Arrivals:  Our First Families in New
 Brunswick.  [Saint John]: The Society, 1985. HIL-MICGDL CS88. N4. 

 

Somerville, Graeme. Some Burial Records of the Loyalist Burial Ground, Saint John, NB. 1985. 
Saint John:  self-published, HIL-MICGDL FC2497.61 .S65 

 
Trumbull, Benjamin. A complete history of Connecticut, civil and ecclesiastical, from the 

emigration of its first planters from England, in MDCXXX, to MDCCXIII.  Hartford:  
Hudson & Goodwin, 1797.  Available archive.org. 

 
Watson, Raymond, G.  Local Government in a New Brunswick County:  Kings County, 1784-

1850.  University of New Brunswick, Master’s Thesis, 1969. 
 
Wood-Holt, B. The King’s Loyal Americans.  Saint John, N.B.: Holland House, 1990. 
 HIL-MICGDL CS88. N4 W66 1990 
 
Wright, Esther Clark. Loyalists of New Brunswick. Wolfville, N.S., Canada: E.C. Wright, 1981 

http://archives.gnb.ca/exhibits/forthavoc/html/Roll_of_Officers-original.aspx?culture=en-CA
http://archives.gnb.ca/exhibits/forthavoc/html/Roll_of_Officers-original.aspx?culture=en-CA
http://archives.gnb.ca/exhibits/forthavoc/html/Raymond99.aspx?culture=en-CA
http://archives.gnb.ca/exhibits/forthavoc/html/Raymond99.aspx?culture=en-CA
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printing, 1955. 
 HIL-STACKS FC2471. 3. W74 1955 
 
NOVA SCOTIA 
 
Booth, William. Remarks and Rough Memorandums: Captain William Booth Corps of Royal 

Engineers Shelburne Nova Scotia 1787, 1789. Shelburne: Shelburne County Archives 
and Genealogical Society, 2008. HIL-MCGDL FC2349. S55 B65 

 
Gilroy, Marion and DC Harvey. Loyalists and Land Settlements in Nova Scotia. Halifax: Board of 

Trustees of the Public Archives of Nova Scotia, 1937.  HIL-STACK & HIL MICGDL FC2321.4 

.G54 1937 c:2* 
 
Marble, Allan Everett.  Deaths, Burials, and Probate of Nova Scotians, 1800-1850, From 

Primary Sources.  Halifax, NS:  Genealogical Association of Nova Scotia, 1999. HIL-
MICGDL CS88 .N69 M372 

 
Nova Scotia Archives. Website. <archives.novascotia.ca>. 
 
Peterson, Jean. Loyalist Guide: Nova Scotian Loyalists and their Documents. Halifax, NS: 

Public Archives of Nova Scotia, 1983. HIL-MICGDL FC2321.4 .P47 and HIL-GOV 
L33FP73 L923g 

 
Wetmore, Donald and Lester B. Sellick, eds. Loyalists in Nova Scotia. Hantsport, NS: Lancelot 

Press, 1983. HIL-MICGDL FC2321.41 .A1 L69 1983 
 
ONTARIO 
 
Bourrie, Doris B. Pioneers of Upper Canada 1783-1839: an alphabetical list of names contained 

in certain early records of Upper Canada, together with their document sources. Thronhill, 
ON: DB Bourrie, 1991. HIL-MICGDL FC3071.1 .A1 B68 1991 

 
Merriman, Brenda Dougall. United Empire Loyalists: a guide to tracing Loyalist ancestors in 

Upper Canada. Campbellville, ON: Global Heritage Press, 2006. HIL-MICGDL CS83 
.M477 2006 

 
Reid, William D. The Loyalists in Ontario. Lambertville, NJ: Hunterdon House, 1973.   HIL-

MICGDL FC3070 .L6 R44 1973 

 
QUEBEC 
 
Watt, Gavin K. Loyalist Refugees: Non-Military Refugees in Quebec 1776-1784. Milton, ON: 

Global Heritage Press, 2014. HIL-MICGDL F1058 .W38 2014 
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Note: Archive.org has many out of print and useful early historical works on communities and 
families in the American colonies freely available and digitally searchable.  A search of the 
place of origin and surname of your subject using this resource is recommended.  

 
It also recommended you search the journal article database, America: History and Life, 
subscribed to by UNB Libraries and search for academic articles on your individual, their 
community, military unit, profession, etc. 

 
 

» STEP THREE 
 
KEY PRIMARY DOCUMENTS CHECK LIST 

The Loyalist Collection is found online at loyalist.lib.unb.ca. 

□ Loyalist claims (for losses sustained during the war) 

You can find claims in the AO (Audit Office) 12 (Series I) & 13 (Series II) records held in The 

Loyalist Collection by: 

1. Use book indexes (see “Nominal Searching” list: Antliff, Fraser, Coldham & Haigh, Coldham, 

Dryer & Jones)  

2. Go to the shelf list in the red binders (under call numbers MIC-Loyalist FC LPR 

.G7A9C5L6.and MIC-Loyalist FC LPR .G7A9C5L7; the finding aids for AO 12 and AO 13 are 

also available online in the catalogue)  

3. Locate the corresponding reel of microfilm in the cabinets. 

□ Land petitions & grants 

Petitions were requests for land which could include descriptive information about the 

petitioner’s circumstances, while grants provide the location in detail of where property was 

given by the government. 

New Brunswick land petitions are available in The Loyalist Collection under the title Land 

Petitions, New Brunswick, Surveyor General (MIC-Loyalist FC LPR .N4S9L3P4). To find a 

petitions, you need to:  

1. Use PANB’s (Provincial Archives of New Brunswick) online database “Land Petitions: Original 

Series” and record reference letters and numbers and the name under which the petition is 

listed (Note: This may not be your loyalist’s name)  

2. Use The Loyalist Collection finding aid for the record (MIC-Loyalist FC LPR .N4S9L3P4, 

either online or in the red binders) to locate the corresponding reel number  

3. Retrieve the microfilm reel from the cabinet. 

The PANB online database “New Brunswick Land Grants” will enable you to find land grants. 

 



12 
 

For Nova Scotia: 

The Nova Scotia Commissioner of Crown Lands fonds, Nova Scotia Land Papers, 1765-1800, 

are available online through the Nova Scotia Archives website.  

(https://novascotia.ca/archives/landpapers/).  Many loyalist grants were made when New 

Brunswick was still part of Nova Scotia.  

For Ontario: 

Index to the Lower Canada Land Petitions (1764-1841) [HIL-MIC-Loyalist FC LPR 

.Q4E9L3P3Index] Accompanying material included and shelved with Index 

Index to the Upper Canada Land Petitions and the Executive Council Minute Books on Land 

Matters : 1787-1867 [HIL-MIC-Loyalist FC LPR .O5E9L3P4 Index] 

Indexes petitions and land books. Petitions are available for 1783-1867 [FC LPR .O5E9L3P4]; 

Minutes of the Land Committee are available for 1787-1867 [FC LPR .O5E9M5] 

For Quebec: 

Minutes of the Land Committee ....of Quebec (later known Lower Canada), 1787-1835 are 

found in the collection Upper Canada. Executive Council: Minutes of the Land Committee.... 

volumes 1-4, 13-17 [HIL-MIC-Loyalist FC LPR .O5E9M5] 

□ Military records  

Use the Index to British Military and Naval Records  (MIC-Loyalist FC LMR .N3B7M5 Index) to 

find military records within The Loyalist Collection.  The index consists of microfilm of typed 

index cards which is also available on Library and Archives Canada’s website (http://www.bac-

lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/mass-digitized-archives/british-military-naval-records-

index/Pages/british-military-naval-records-index.aspx). 

Also, Ward Chipman Muster Rolls (MIC-Loyalist FC LMR .C4W3M8) and Carleton’s Loyalist 

Index (MIC-Loyalist FC LMR .D6G8B7 Index, ask Microforms staff for CD version) may also be 

of use. 

Note:  Muster rolls were prepared by the captains of each company by a military writ for the 

purpose of paying the soldiers; they usually contained a date and place when taken and at 

times notations indicating rank change or reasons for absence. To get basic information on 

loyalist provincial regiments and their movements, check The On-Line Institute for Advanced 

Loyalist Studies (royalprovincial.com) and King George’s Army 1775-1783:  A Handbook of 

British, American and German Regiments by Philip Katcher. (HIL-MICGDL E267. K37 1973b) 

□ Wills & probate records  

Use the PANB database online “Early New Brunswick Probate” for content of documents. New 

Brunswick Probate Records from 1785-1840 for Saint John County (MIC-Loyalist FC LPR 

.N4C6P7S2R4) are located in The Loyalist Collection which are arranged on the reels by date. 

Note:  Probate is a legal process wherein the estate of a deceased person is administered. 

https://novascotia.ca/archives/landpapers/
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□ Widow’s petitions  

Use the PANB database “Records of Old Revolutionary Soldiers and Their Widows” to search 

Records of Old Soldiers' and Widows' Pensions; 1837 – 1871 available in The Loyalist 

Collection (MIC-Loyalist FC LMR .N4P7S6P4).  See shelf list to locate reels. 

□ Court records 

See Microforms staff to look up individuals in the New Brunswick Court of General Quarter 

Sessions of the Peace indices for early New Brunswick counties; the references will then allow 

you to retrieve the primary documents from records contained in The Loyalist Collection. 

Copies of many Nova Scotia county papers for General Quarter Sessions of the are available in 

The Loyalist Collection as well. 

Note: Individuals might appear in county court records for criminal cases, as jury members, 

justices, brides and grooms, parish officers, and as recipients of tavern licenses and teaching 

certificates. 

□ Church records  

Identify community and denomination if possible, then you can locate potential church records 

within The Loyalist Collection. 

□ Marianne Grey Otty Database  

This index allows you to search baptismal, marriage, and death records kept by early travelling 

minsters in New Brunswick centred on Queens County, New Brunswick. The Database if found 

off The Loyalist Collection website: https://motty.lib.unb.ca/ . 

□ Special Collections and Family Records 

Make sure to check The Loyalist Collection catalogue (loyalist.lib.unb.ca) for any mention of 

your loyalist, their community, or regiment.  Use quotations to search if it is more than one word.  

□ The Winslow Papers 

The Papers are available online through the Centre for Digital Scholarship 

(https://lib.unb.ca/winslow/ ) and on microfilm.  Edward Winslow mentions many New Brunswick 

loyalists in the extensive record he created during the period of major loyalist activity. 

□ Gravestones/ Graveyards  

Use cemetery reference books, PANB database online “New Brunswick Cemeteries”, and the 

website “Find A Grave” (https://www.findagrave.com/) to locate individuals or family members in 

the American colonies or New Brunswick.  

https://motty.lib.unb.ca/
https://lib.unb.ca/winslow/
https://www.findagrave.com/
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□ Maps 

Many types of maps will prove useful, but particularly early survey and land grant maps of New 

Brunswick (available in the UNB Library Map Collection located in the HIL basement and on 

PANB’s website). The David Rumsey Map Collection offers a robust selection of digitized maps 

(https://www.davidrumsey.com/).  

□ Book of Negroes  

Carleton, Guy. Book of Negroes. The National Archives, Kew (PRO 30/55/100).  Available 

Archives of Nova Scotia website, <https://novascotia.ca/archives/africanns/BN.asp>.  A 

transcription is also available on the website Black Loyalist: 

http://www.blackloyalist.info/sourceimagesdisplaypage/transcript/15 

□ Census Records 

For Nova Scotia, Census Returns, Assessment and Poll Tax Records are available online from 

1767-1838. novascotia.ca/archives/census/ 

□ Township Records  

The Loyalist Collection holds most of the township books kept by townships, of which many 

contain vital statistics. Browse by category to find the various Nova Scotia Township Records 

listed alphabetically together. 

□ Newspapers 

The Micoforms Collection t has the largest collection of New Brunswick newspapers, including 

early publications (see below listing) and early publication from Nova Scotia and Upper Canada 

as well.  Use PANB’s online database “Newspaper Vital Statistics” for a nominal search.  

The digital database America’s Historical Newspapers: Early American Newspapers is 

invaluable for searching American, colonial newspapers during the Revolutionary period.  It is 

available linked under “Newspapers Packages” on the Journals & Newspapers tab of the library 

website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.davidrumsey.com/
http://www.blackloyalist.info/sourceimagesdisplaypage/transcript/15
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Microform Newspaper Collection (UNB Libraries) 

Note:  The Microform Newspaper (HIL-MIC) Collection is located in the basement of the HIL, 

arranged alphabetically then chronologically within the title. You can use the online newspaper 

database “New Brunswick Historical Newspapers Project” (https://newspapers.lib.unb.ca/) to 

search more titles. 

• City Gazette, 1785-1807, Saint John, NB 

• New Brunswick Courier, Saint John, NB 

• Royal Gazette, 1785-1841, Fredericton & Saint John. (Index available, People, Places 

and Things in New Brunswick: An Index to The Royal Gazette, HIL-MICGD FC2471 

.G72 1990 in basement) 

• Royal New Brunswick Gazette and General Advertiser, 1784-1785, Parrtown, NB 

• Halifax Journal, Halifax, NS 

• The Royal Gazette and Nova Scotia Advertiser, Halifax, NS 

• Nova Scotia Royal Gazette, Halifax, NS 

• Nova Scotia Magazine and Comprehensive Review, Halifax, NS 

• Weekly Chronicle, Halifax, NS 

• Nova Scotia Packet and General Advertiser, Shelburne, NS 

• Royal American Gazette, Shelburne, NS 

• Port Roseway Gazetteer and the Shelburne Advertiser, Shelburne, NS 

• Acadian Recorder, Halifax, NS 

• Royal Gazette and Miscellany of the Island of Saint John, Charlottetown, PEI 

• Royal Herald, Charlottetown, PEI 

• Upper Canada Gazette, or American Oracle, Toronto & Niagara, ON 

• The Canadian Constellation, Niagara, ON 

• The Quebec Gazette, Québec, QC 

• Herald and Universal Miscellany, Québec, QC 

• The Montréal Gazette, Montréal, QC 

 

Online newspaper resources: 

Daniel F. Johnson's New Brunswick Newspaper Vital Statistics.  Provincial Archives of New 
Brunswick website. 
<http://archives.gnb.ca/Search/NewspaperVitalStats/Default.aspx?culture=en-CA>. 

 
Early American Newspapers.  Microprint.  (HIL-MICP in basement) & available online through 

UNB Libraries Newspaper Packages:  America’s Historical Newspapers 

Island Newspapers, UPEI, Robertson Library. Available freely online at islandnewspapers.ca  
 
Nova Scotia Digitized Historical Newspapers, Nova Scotia Archives.  Available freely online at 
novascotia.ca/archives/newspapers/ 
 
 
 
 

http://archives.gnb.ca/Search/NewspaperVitalStats/Default.aspx?culture=en-CA
https://lib.unb.ca/eresources/index.php?sub=journals&browseNewsColl=Y&limitResourceType=enewsColl


16 
 

 
OTHER INSTITUTIONS 
 
You may want to visit the Provincial Archives of New Brunswick (located on the UNB 
Fredericton campus, 23 Dineen Drive, website http://archives.gnb.ca/Archives/?culture=en-CA ) 
to do further research your loyalist. Reference staff are available to assist you at the Archives. 
 

• New Brunswick Museum Archives, Saint John, New Brunswick 

• New Brunswick Historical Society, Saint John (Loyalist House), New Brunswick 

• Nova Scotia Archives, Halifax, Nova Scotia (https://archives.novascotia.ca/) 

• Black Loyalist Heritage Centre, Shelburne, Nova Scotia 

(https://blackloyalist.novascotia.ca/) 

• Kings Landing, Prince William, New Brunswick (living history museum with large material 

history collection covering the loyalist period) 

• Historical organizations & archives from where loyalist originated or lived.  It is very 

useful to locate and reach out to these organizations. 

 

 

To Contact Microforms Collection staff at UNB Libraries: 

mic@unb.ca 

(506) 453-4834 

Harriet Irving Library 

Archives & Special Collections 
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