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UPPER CANADA. COURT OF GENERAL

QUARTER SESSIONS OF THE PEACE
(HOME DISTRICT AND YORK COUNTY.

MINUTES OF THE HOME DISTRICT : 1796-1849,
AND YORK COUNTY : 1849-1899.
1807, 1821-1841.
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The Ordlnance of 1777 dlrected that in each of the Dlstrlcts
a .Court of General Quarter Sessions of the Peace should be held "to
.'hear and detenmlne all mattexs relatlve ‘to the Peace and.whatever is

-1 .by them cognlzable accordlng to" the Lawo of Lngland "_':

Untll 1841 the Courts of General Quarter Se551ons of the
L " Peace performed a double function, judicial and admlnlstratlve, for
s ;%%f r the Dlstrlct. But at that time the municipal function was taken. over
:“oby the dlstrlct and later the county, councils and the court retained
- r[Onl.y its JudlClal function.

ffx S ]‘ At Confederatlon there was one such court in every county -
;:T;:j t'eAw1th the County Judge as’ chalrnan and, in practice, as- the court it-
» self. Thls court tried inferior crlmes with a jury, w1th the p0551b- :
. "1lity of an appeal to the County Judge. In 1868 the tlme—honored o
N ey word "Ouarter" was dropped and the court became: the General Se551ons
. :if"’ fﬁ__?of the Peace. By the Act 36 Vic., .Chapter 8 of 1872, the County fb
' 'f’lg_.Judge's Criminal- Court was set up for trials 'held out of sessions

"w1thout a Jury dﬁﬁ fro \T)thls tlme mlnutes for both . courts appear.

o Home Dlstrlct at varlous times included more than present ‘
/: day York County. The creation Niagara District in. the late 18th
’ ffcentury and of Gore District in 18¥6 removed parts of the greas gov-
. erned’ from Toronto Xthen York). Later separatlons included Simcoe

Ql_County in 1837, Ontarlo County in 1854 and Peel County in 1867.

Home Dlstrlct mlnutes of proceedlngs from 1800 to 1811 have

fmbeen prlnted and 1ndexed in the Ontarlo Archlves Report for 1932-
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o Vol. 1 ° 27 July l8h0 -6 September 1843 ‘
Vol 2 3 October 18b3 - 17-March 1849

. Vol.. 3 3 Aprll. 184_9 - 21 Deo_ember 1853
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R : o Abstracts of nflnes, amer01aments and recognlzances forfeited "
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V§?ﬁf;€f"?‘a;eh. Papers, 1796 - 1899 |

V\__;- A mlscellaneous group of case flles and 1nd1v1dual papers 1n

e i;:',_ chnonologlcal order: f _ .
i:;i:_ L fﬁl- Papers in connectlon.w1th Robert Anderson who felonlously .
.~ killed and 3tole a heifer, 8 - 10 February 1796. |
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- ‘k, Papers (cont ) e ,
‘ B 2;' Papers of King vs. Charles McCuen about - the.murder of an
-~ Indian Chief at York, Upper Canada, September 1796.

" 3. Affidavit of Nicholas Klingenbrummer agalnst James_W1lson
for assault, 31 October 1796

L, Dep051tlon of James Ruggles, York, agalnst James Pltney
 for felony, l February 1797. .

Lo 7.v5; fExamlnatlon of Hannah Smith respectlng assault by Archl-
° ' bald Stewart, ll'May 1797. - "

6. Information of William Willcocks, 7 August 1797.

_ 7. Information of Isaiah Skinner vs. John Welsh; 15 February
= 1798, '

" 8, -Oath, Thomas Silverthorn vs. John and William Forsyth
21 July 1798. = : .

9. Desp051tlons of mllsha Beman, Thomas Humberson and James
- Williams. respectlng the theft of some articles, 27 July, 1798.

"lo. Dep051tlon of Ellsha Badgell vs. Barney Fitsimmons for
@ theft, 7 July 1798 and Ikamlnatlon of Barney Fltsimmons,
-7 August, 1798.

- -11, Deposition of Joseph Robinson agalnst Martin Butler and
g . Peter West for wrecking the schooner "York. Packet“
8 August 1798.

;A,-J e 12;‘ Affidavit of John. Thorn on theft of game cock by James
- . Pitney, 15 November 1798

13, " Papers concerned with thefts by James Pltney, 3 January -
7 F:Eiuary§l799 : :

1b. Deposition of Charles Falcondo agalnst John McDougal
,  for assault, 30 May 1799.

-’15, :Recognizance of J. B. Couturifr, 31 Au~ust '1799.
16, Recognlzance of John ‘Stamm, l October 1799

- :17;» Information. and complalnt Berijamin Monger agalnst Thomas
"+ Montgomery, 17 March 1832

18..‘ Memo re Queen vs. Storey and Boyle. : _
19, Rough note dated 22 May 185h, H. H. Dewart to Jones.
20, 'Notlce ofrAppeal Ransom vs. Graham, 9 February 1869,

21, _a) Flndlngs of Jury, Queen vs, William Clark, feleﬂ{Nhs
7 .. wounding, ‘December- Se551ons 1869. :

. . b) Findings o£.Jury, Gueen vs, William Clark felony, .'
TN December Sessions. 1869 B "

n

) Flndlngs of Jury, Queen vs. W1lllam r‘laer felony not
used < e = ;
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“Papers (cont.)

’ ."=_'- R . » ' v l : . o - -_4 . ' ’ ¢ ’
Summons’ to Jolin ?erny,411“Se§tember:1877; .

Recognizances of Bail:

4

... (a)20 Fébruéry 1890 to Lot Davis, James Fosxér,.James Arpold.

2.
o 250

26,

. Extracts from minutes, 1899, 0

(b) 19 May 1890 to James Dillon, Arn Dillon, Hugh Dillon..
()9 July 1890 to William Codfrey, George McKesson.. .
(d) 16 July 1890 to William Lahar, John Lahar. S

. (e)23 July 1890 to William Gray, Robert, Gray{‘ ;

Copy of letter, J. S, Davis, Judge, to H. E. Irwin, Clerk of

 the Peace;- 15 April 1899,

Letter James Cruikshank, Weston, H. E., lrwin, Clerk of the
Peace, 12 April 1899. : : . o
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