
... •:: t-: 

1I 

A..Ci T 

H O F 	/21 

PA SS EM B LY, 
TASSED in the 

I i 	

I  Prnv;rc ir '1VP 'WY(') I2 tV 



see 

V 	111. H 

t 	 V 

S 	
. 	 V  

I N D E X 

I 
 

Ne -York_Laws.) 
N Atfo Qu!eting adSettiing the Dijorde,i that havè !ate!j Pars'd 

happene I within this. Province, and for Efiabl/hing and Secu.. - x 69i.  

	

ring T/ejr IvlajeJIies prefent do'vernment againfi the like D:j'orr. 	V 
V .1 	 der.c -for the future. 	 Page i 	

V 

	

An Aél tlaring what are the R:hts and Priixikger of Their 	
V V Ma)efties Subjeels inhabjtIng within Their Province of New-York. 	

•V 

- V 	 V 

V An A4(
Pree-Wdcrf 

r VSettli1g, ,9jiieiing, and Confirming unto the Cities, Towns, Manors, 
ami 	withiz: thic V Province, their fe'veral Grants, Patent,, and 

• 	V Thhts refpcuively. 	 V 	 V 

An 	for the Fnabliiig.1ach ;efpeliw Town within this Province to regulate 
thei Fences and High-r.vayr, and make prudential Orders for their Peace and 
ordr1y Impro'vemcnts. V 	

• 	 V 	 .6 - 
	V 

An AJ for Defraying the ublick and Neceffary Charge tbrougbou this Prince; 	V 	
V 

V 	and Vor Maintaining thi Poor, and Preventing Vagabonds. t9 

--- 
V 	to eafe People thatj are Scrupulous in Swearing.  

An Aà for the Regulating the Buildingc, Streets, Lanes,. WharJ}, Docks and 
AlliEs of the City of Ney-York. 	

9 )j,- AC1 to àlvide this Prjince and Dependencies into Shires and Counties 	
V 

An 1  Aél for Settling 	pj Fairs"d .Marketj. 	V 	 r 3. 	6. i 4['th for 
the Sutetterr 

r-uingj Intejiater Ejiates, 
V and Regulating the Probtte of Will;, a)dGranting 	of Admim/Iration. 	. 	 V 	 V  

4i i.th for. calling Long.fland the ftznd of Naffàw. 	 7 	V 

	

a2 	
An 	

V 	
V 



Pafs'd 
1693. 

,695 . An A't againft unlawful By-Laws, and unreafanable Fofeitures 
An 4t againft the Prophanation of the Lord's Day; called Sunday,  

An At for Refi ra ting and Pun/hing Privateer: and Pirate:. 	Page .19 

An Ai for Settling a Mimfi7
Richmon4 
, and Rai'ing a Maintenance for them in the 

City of New-York, County 	Wefichefler, and Queens-County. 
ibid. 

23 

24 

iv 
	 I N P E X 

I 6. An I4c1 for Ra/Ing a Yearly Rate to pay the refpe(five 911,eUors. 	27 

1698. An Ac1 for Reflraiñing and Punijking Pri'vateers and Pirates. 	 29. 
An At for the Regulaing'Elethons of Reprefentativec in General Affenbly. ibid. 

An AC'! to Enable the refpetti've Towns within this Province to build and repair 
their Meeting-houfes, and other publick Buildings. 	 . 32 

An 4(1 for Prrventing of Trefpaffec. 	 33 
An 4(1 to prevent 'vexatious Suits, and Settling and ,Qj€ieting the Minds of Hit 

MijeJly's peaceable Subje(ts within this Province. 	 34 
4n All for the Vacating, Breaking, and Annulling feveral extravagant Grant: 

of Land made by colonel Fletcher, late Governor of this Pro'vince under Hi: 
..Ii1ajefiy. 	. 	 35 

Z700; An 4(1 againft 7efiüts and Pop jfh Priej?.rs 4. 
An AU for the EncOuragement of Seamen. 	 42 

An. 451 for declaring the Town of Eafichefler, infse County of Wefichefter, a 
diflinc'! ParjJh from the Town of Wefichefler in the County aforefaid. 	43 

70!. 4 4(1 for the more regular Proceedings in the Elec'!ion of Reprefentati'ves for the 
feveral Cities and Counties within this Province. 	 45 

An 4(1 for Repealing an AC'! of General Affembly of this. Province, Intituled, 
An Mt for Defraying the Publick and Neceflary Charge throughout this 
Pro

lefraying 

'nce, for Maintaiiiin the Poor, and Preventing Vagabonds; except fo 
nzu 	thereof as relate: to 7agabonds; and for Appointing more effectual  Mean; 
for 	the publick and neceffarj Charge: in each City and county, and for 
Maintaining the Voor, 	 • 	46 

An 417 for Allowance to the Reprefentatives. 	 48 
4n A1 to oblige the Owner: and Pojjeffors of unimproved Lands in the County of 

Albany, Wefichefler, Richmond, and Orange, to pay the Proportion of their: 
2tit-Rents and Taxes ra:frd ,for the Support of the Government, and their 
County charges. 	•. 	 49 

7 	An A(z for theSeulig and Amnding the H:h-zvays and Roads in the County 
ofUlfter. 	 . 	 . 	..50 

An Ac'! for Regulating the iencej in the. County of Uffic 	 51.. 

I i'70z An AS! for Settling the Militia of this Province, and making it more ufeful for the 
• 	SecurIty and Defence thereof, and for Repealing of all former 451: heretofore 

,nadi, in this Province relating to the fame.  



NEWYQ:RK.; L.AWS. 

An At agamfi Forging, c'ounte,feittng, and Clipping of. Fo;eign Corn, which si Pafs'd 
urrent Money in the Colony of New-York. 	 r 	58' 170 2... 

44z ACf for Regi€latingSlaves. 	 ibid. 

J4, AC1 fo the Deft roying of Wobves within this Coloy 

to afcertain the 4ffize of ca.rks, 1f/hts, Meafure', and Bricks within this I 703 
colony. 	 • 	 63 

An Ac1 for the Laying out, Regulating, clearing and Preferving publick Co,nrnon 
High-ways throughout this Colony. 	 • 	6 

An LII for the better Expainiig, and more. effethial plating inExecutioñ, an A51 
of. General AJJembly, made in the Third Tear of the late King.Wilhiam and 
kuien Mary, IntituledAn A& for Defraying the publick and necefFary Charge 
throughout this Proviice, and for Maintaining the Poor, and Preventing Vaff 
gabonds. 	1 	 6 

An Ati to Repeal the laft Claue in au A51 of 4j7ein bly, Intituled, An ACt for th I70 

I Quieting and Settling the Diforders that h2ve Ilately happened vvithiti this 
Province. 	 • 	 73 

A1 for the better Laiuig out, Regulating, Gearing, and P;efer'ving• .publick 
H Co,thnon High-ways. in this Colony, and for the Erethng and Building a County- 

Goal and Cbunty-Houfe1 in the county of Richmond. 	
• 74 

A A( to pre'vent the Rtnning away of L~o Slaves out of the City.  and County 
of Albany, to the French at Canada. 	

• 	 77 
4 A1 for Revi'ving a Continuing an Al., Intituled, An ACt for Regulating 

1aves. 	 • 
• 	 79 

4u A(lforContinuin an t far Laying out, Regulating, Gearing, and Prefer 
vingpublick Cbnnnon H h-ways throughout this colony. 	 • 	 ibid. 

A1 for the Prefervati n of Deer 	• 	 • 	 ibid: 

A, All. for Defraying the ommon and neccifary Charge of, the Manor of Ranflaer- 
vick, in the County of I dbany, 	 • 	 • 	 ibid. 

A, Aci for an Allowance j o the Eurgefs of the Borough of Wefichéfter. 	Sd 

lit to encou; age the J pt:z:ng of Nc4o, If1d1an and Mulatto Slaves. 	21 1706. 

4 All for the Explaining an At!, Intituled, An ACt for the,Caying out, Regu.. I70 
lating, Clearing, and Preferving publick Comnon High-ways throughout this 

o1ony. I 	 • 	

7 	
• 	8 

A At!fr the Encoziragen)nt of the Pofi-Offi,Vafithin this.. Province. 	8 	•• 

fin ACt to prevent iiamages by Swine ifl /WC .LOUflIJ OJ VY eitciieiter, ijeens- 
County, and the County lof Richmond( 	 • 	 •. • 	 87.  

4n1 11(1 for the more effe5lual Prefervation Oeer, and other Game, and the De- 
firu(tion of Wolves, Wild Cats, and oth ,Permine. 	 ibid. 

4n JUl for the Encouragement of Whaling. • 	• / 	88 

i4n AC! to relieve this Colony.from divert Irreularitics and Etortions 	89 

b • 	
• 	 f 	 I An 
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	An 411 for Rrobvingan 451 of the Genera! Affernbti'of tur Prorvine, Intitukd, 
An A41 again if Forging; Counterfeiting, and clipping of Foreign Coin, which 
is current Money in the Colony of New.'Tork. 

	

	 Page Sp 
An All for the Regulating and Preventing the Corruption of the Current Coin 

ibid. 

/ 	•• 	/ An At! foruppreffiug Immorality. 	 ibid. 

/ 	 An Alt for Preventing the C'onfpiracy of Sla'ves 

/ 	 An Alt for the eafier Partition of Lands. in oyntTenancy, or in cwnmon 	gr 

I4 A o Lygixthoufand Pond.I7°9 	 ev    
S 

	

	 - An All for the Currenly of Bills of Credit for Five thoufand  Poundc 	ibid* 

An All to prevent Selling or Giving of Ruin, or other Strong Liquors, to the In.- 
dians. 	 ibid. 

An All for Levying dh,e'rs Sums of Money - for Defraying the charge of this Q-. 
lony. 	 ibid. 

•/ 	4* All for Laying a Duty on the Tonnage of Veffel: and Slaves; 97.  
' 	 An All for the Treafurer'.c paying certain Sums of Money. 	 99 

Alt for Reviving' an All of Genera! Affembly, I'itituled, An Alt for the bet. 
ter Settling the Militia of this Province, and making it more ufeful for the 

• 	• 	; 	Security and Defence thereof. 	 ibid. 

An All to Relie'veAffeffors. 	 T 	 - 	oo 
4n  451 for Re'vhüng an All for Encouraging of Seamen 	 ibid 
4* 451 to enable the 5ufiices of the Peace t6 nominate Affeffor: and Collettor.r in 

cafe of Death. 	 101 

-an All VZw-York, 
vent the Removal of ACtion: of Twenty Pounds from the Mayor': 

and other Courts. I 	 ibid. 
An All to prevent the Exportation of Gold and Silver coin out of this G)lony. i o z 
An AS! for the Currency of Bills of Credit for Four thoufand Pounds. 	• ibid. 
An ACt for the Led'vying Ten thoufand Ounce: of Plate, or Fourteen thoufand five 

hundred forty five J.yon Dollarc. 	 105. 
An All for the Curreicy of Bills of CreditJve r Ten thoufand Ounce: of Plate or 

Fourteen .thoufandfi've  hundred and forty 	Lyon Dollar:. 	106  
An All for the Treafurer's Iffuing Bills of Credit to pay the prefent Debt of the Ex- • 

pedition to Canada, and other Ufes. : 
108.  

- 
S 	 An All for Reviving an All, Intit4d, An Alt to prevent the Selling or Giving 

S 	• 	 of Rum, or other Strong Liquors, to the Indian in the County of Albany. 
110 

Am All for the ietter Watching and Guarding the City of Albapy. 	ibid. 
S 	• . An All to'de'termine, fettle, and afcerta!n the Bound: and Limits of the County of 

• Orange. 	• 	 S 	 S 	 zxi 
• 	• An. All for the City and Coutj of Albany to paj the Arrears due to their Rep refen- 

t?Uics, and for other 	 • 	 ibid.. 	• 
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NEW'YORJC LAwS. Vil- 

4n Ati to Repeal an ikE of General AfJe,nbly,' Intituled,, An A& to oblige Robert Pafsd Livingflon to account, according to the Purport of an Act, Intiuled, an Act,. 
Appoiniing and Enabling Commiulioners to take and hate the Publick Ac- 
counts of this Province., 	 Page ii i f 

J,..,. ,4 V., L'fL.i.!:IL,J L. 	 . 	 4 	 / 
. 	 ,11pu IVAM vj I fe ..wurnor ana Loullc:1, at the huml'le Re 

queJt of the Affembly. 	
/ 

' n ikE for Regulating and Eflabhjhinj Fees 	 123/ 

:n All for Laying an Excife on all Strong Liquors retailed in this Colony. 	17 1 016 

n At! for Continuing an At! for Laying a Duty on the Tpnnage of Veffeil' and 
Sla'ves. 

	ibid. 
'4n t4t! for Re'vi'ving an At! of GeneralS AJJembly, intitided, An k6k for the . 
J. better Settling the Militia of this Province, and making it more Ufeful for" 

the Security and Defence thereoC 	. 	 126 
'n i4t! for Re'vi'vin

iurors 
an At!, Intituled, An A&'fbr flegulating and Returning 

alle and fufficient 	ut Tryals at Law. 	
- 	 128 	-- 

"in 4a for the better Settlement and Affuring of'Lands in this colony" 1bid 
[An 4tt to Repeal a Claufe in an At!, Intituled, An Mt againif Forging, Cowt- 

terfeiting-and Clipping of Foreign coin, which is Qrrent Money in the Co- 
lony of New-York. 	 , 	 ' 	

' 	 1•3o 
An Aa to. retrench tbegrowmg Intereft of Bills of Credit! 	 ibid. 
14nAa to clleff the Arrears of Taxcs 	0 	 ibid. 

J Aa for Ea/ing Forcer to affifi in the Expedition to Can1 da 	 x 33 171 

j' , At! for Levying the um of Mn thoufand Pounds. 
i A &4 jor the Currency of Bills of Credit for Twenty fidve thozifand Ounces of Plate. 

ibid 
I A 	AtE to appoint C'oinmj7ioners to purchafe Provfions and other Neceffariei for 
I. 	the Expedition to reduce Canada. 	 ilid. 
1 Ai Aa for the better Rewardin of Volunteers on the prefent Expedition againfi 

Cadada, to be leivied in the' Cities of Nc'work and Albany, and the Pay. of 
,ther Officers, and Ufetlating to the fane,Expedition.  

I An 4çf for 'Continuing air 41tE, 'Intituled, An Mt for Laying an Excife! on all 
Strong Liquors retailed ~' n thisColony. 134 

4i 4E for the more effetlul putting in Exection an ACE of General Aflerntly, 'In.. 
tithied, An At for Layig.a Duty on the Tnnage of Veffels and Slaves. ibid. 

An Ael to enable Thomas Whitehead to fell andid:fpofe ciffome part of the Lands 
defv:fed to him by his Faer, under the Lirnitdtion of a general Entail. 	x 35 

4 4CI for the Security ani Defence of this C.çdny,' during the Erqedition to Ca. 
nda. 	

/ 	 ibid. 
A, j W7 for Reviving an Ct, Intituka', A Mt to ptevent felling or giviiig of 

or other thong Liquors, to the Jndian; and to pre'vent :bEimbezethng 
4'i any of the Clothing, klrrnr,. or Accóutume,,ts, fent by Her MajeJly for the 
&r'ukc of the prefent E.4peditiqn. ( 	 0 	 136 



EL 

Vipi IDEX to 

Pafs'd An At for Rafmn Two thoufand eight hundred and fifty five cJunct of Plate.. 
Page 136 

An ACt to oblige the Manors in the County of Weftchefter to pa their 4rrear: 'of 
Taxes 	 ibid. 

An All to prevent the Inpaidng the Fortifications; 
' 	An A1 for Reviving an Ac1, Intituted, An A& to prevent the felling or giving 

of Rum, or other ftrong Liquors, to the Indians in the county of Albaiy. 
ibid. 

An Aci 1e'viving an At!, Intituled, An A for the better Settling the Militia 
of this. Province, and making it moçe Ufeful for the Security and Defence 
thereof. 	 I 	 13.7 

An Aa to authOrize the furviving Commiffioners for the Expedition to reduce Ca. 
nada, to ael ani purfue the Power: committed to them, a: fully as if captain 

. 	 John De Peyfter deceafed were fill alive; and to make Provfion in cafe of 
the Death of any other of the comm jffioners. 	• . 	 . , . ibid. 

/ An 4(1 for the Treafurer's Paying Three thoufandjeven hundred and fifty Ounces 
• ..of Plate to his Excellency. 	 • 	• 	ibid. 

1712. An A6 to encourage the making Linfeed-Oyl. 	 . 	x 
An All for Paying Eigh't thoufand tv.;en:, fIve Ounces of Plate to hisExcelkncy. 

ibid. 
An At! Reviving an At!, Intituled, An A& to prevent the fellin or giving of

Rum, or other ftrong Liquors, to the Indians in the County o
g
f Albany; and. 

for Reviving, an 4(1 for the better Watching and Guarding the City of Albany. 
140 

4;; At! for Prahibiting all Perfonc, but John Pariniter and his Affign:, to make 
'Lanfp-black, during the Space of Five Tears.' 	 ibid. 

'An At! for Paying the Arrears due to the Forces late ra:j'ed in the County of Suffolk; 
for the Expedition aa7zJt Canada in the Tear One thóufandfeven hundred and 

• 	 • 	ibid: 
An All for Paying the Britith Officers; 	• 	 •. 

An AC! for PayingFifteen hundred Ounces of Plate, for Securing of the Frontiers 
about Albany, 	 t 	 ibid. 

, 	• An 451 for. Paying tbg refpe(tivd-1J&es in Arrear, and to be!colletted.' 	• ibid 
' 	An All for making good the Publick Credit, given by an All of General Affernly 

made in the Firfi Tear of He Majefly's Reroir n, for Rang Eigbte hundred 
Pounds for the Ufec therein mentioned; and  Afchayring the remaining part 
of the Money fill due on the Sum advanced upon the Cret of the faid At!, with • 	• . 
	the Interefi thereof. 	 • 	ibid: 

An 45! for Preventing, jpreffing, and Pun j/hing the Confpiracy and jnfurrellion
' of Negroes, and otber Maves. 	 141 

An 461 for betterRpairin, the Fortifications of the City of Albany, and Town of 
ScheneCtady, and Providing their Military Watches with Fire-wood. 	145 

An AS! to enable Mary Bratt, the Widow iifJohannes Bratt, late of the County of 
Albany, to d:fpofe of part of the Landr and' Tenemnentc formerly' belonging to. the 

• 	• 	faid Bratt; for Payment of hi: Debt;, and Education of his children. 	ibjd. 	¶ 
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ET.1YoRK_LAWS 	 ix 
1 

An. 4t7 to ènabfr William 1ndrfón to fell a Lot of Ground in Qpeen-flreet, the Pafs'd. 
Ejiate of the fai Williath inRight of Deborah his Y'fe deceafed, for th Pay 1712. 
ment of Debts cTtracred 'y 14s faid Wife before their Intermarriage. Page 145  

An 
 

AU that certav Monies \rLe4ied on the inhabitants 'of Kings-County remah. 
ing in the Hands\of the COlenl,  be paid to the Treafurer of that Couflty. 	ibid. 

An 4(tforEldfling\ or Appo:ztin.g Iour AJJeJJors in the City and County of Albany. 
. 	 . 	I 	 ilid 

An 451 to appoint (prnmffioners to Examine and State the fecveral claims alledged 
as Dbts of the G6vernmeià.  

A kill for ei'vihg an Aeli Intituled, An A for the better Settling the Mi-
litia of this Pro'.'ince, and making it more Ufeful for the Security dnd De-
fence thereof; and for Repealing all former 4th hertofore made in this Pro 

'vince relating to the fame. 	 . 	 . 	 146 

An :4't for the Treafurer's Iaying Two hundred and fifty Ounces of Plat to iiii 
Excellency, and that colonl Peter Schuyler's Rece:t Jhall dfcharge ih Trea- 
fñrer for One hundred Pounds fOrmerly allowed hq:. 	•. 	 • 	 ibid. 

An All f6r Repealing part of a aaufe in an AS!, Intituled, An A& for the more I 713. 

	

effeãual Prefer.vation of Deer, and other Game, and the Deftrution of 	• 
Wolves, Wild Cats, and ther Vermin 	 47 

An All to Impówcr Frederick Phillipfe, a Mr
he 

r, to reniove Kingsridge to a 
more commodious Place, an for Confirming 	foil therEof. 	ibid. 

An 451 Revhing and Continingan 451, Intituled, An A& for the better Set..' 
thng the Militia of this Province, and making it morp Ufeful 1for the Security 
and Defence thereof; and for Repealing all 7"er'AeIr heretofore 7?atlein this 
Province relating to the faiü. 	. . • 	 149 

	

'A ACE for a Suppj to 0 graeted to Her Majefty for Supporting the Government. 	• 
ibid. 

An All to take azbay Doubts and Scruples relating to the Letting of the Excife. 
I 	

•• 	 ibid. 

. 	An ACE for Continuing an AC!, .iitituled, An A& for laying an Excife on all flrông 
Liquors retailed in this Colny. 	• 	 ibid. 

An All for Dutchefs-County 4 EWE a Supervifor, a Treafurer, AJT4(fors3. and 
Collellors. 	 • . 	 • 150 

	

'• 	 I An ACE for the Treafurer'  s Paying fundry Sums of Money to the feveral Perfon.r 
hereafter na,i:td 	 I 	 ibid 

r Mding and KeeAn. Al 	 g  in Repair the Pofl-?oad from New-York to. 
Kings-Bridge 	 I 	 ibid 

! 	An ACE for laying an Exc:fc on iill firong Liquori retaiIet in this Colony. 	• 152 
• 	An AS1 for the further Laying o 	 Iigh.  

ways throughout this Cclony. 	 1155 
An AS! for laying a Duty on Goods fold.by  AuSuion, Vendue, or Outcry. 157  
An AS! for the Treafurer's 1ayiig One hundred and twenty.five Ounces of Plat, 

unto Peter van Brugh, nd Hndrick Flanfen, Efqziir4r, late Gnnmii7loners at 
Albany. 	 ibid. 

I 	 c 	 yin 
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IN
Ak 

ti 	to 

Pafs'd' An A1 to oblige the County of Ul(ero faiige64U wWtht County is in Arrr to 

7' . 	cmd Jacob Rutfen, and Adrian Gerrette, .ires. 	 Pate T5 t 

1714 An All for a SupVear. to be granted to Her Majdfiy for SuppQvring the Government 
for the enfwng 	, 	 59 

An A!fo Le'vying and Paying thcfe'veral Duties. thrdi enèioiied ror, the Ufe  
of this colony. 	 Ibid. 

An AC! for ColleCting and Paying to the County-Ta eafu er th 4 rears of Ta'cet in 
the County of Richmond, for Defraying the pul4ick and neceffary .Chage ofhe 
fame County. 	 'ibid. 

An 451 for the Treafurer's Paying to his Excllency a Sum of .Mony for .Prefrntsto 
the 	ve Nations of Indians, and for /iij Expence in gowg to Atbany tQ Fi 	 ,treat 
with then: 	 ibid. 

An Ael to relie've Samuel Steel, commander of the Ship Benjamin, and all others 
concerned in the ('aid Ship and Cargo, ftpm the Diay of &)en$diZje~ if er
Cent. impofed by an AS'! of Jiffembly mad in' the Twelfth Tear of Her 	y's 
Reign. 	

'I 	 ibid.' 

4n AS'! for Re'vi'ving an AS! of General A i'mbly of this Pro'vince, Intitued 'An 
Aó to prevent Damages by Swine in the County of Wefichefter, ,Qjeens-County, 
and the County of Ricm 'ond. 	 ' 	 i'6 

An AS'! for LicenfinZ Hawkers and Pedlars within this Province for Four Tears.' 
S 	

ibid. 
. 

'An AC! 'for the. Paying and' Difcharging the fe'veraj-Debts and Sums of Money 
claimed as Debti of this Colony, to the jfe'veral Perfons therein named; aid to 
make and enforce the curreicy of Bills oj Credit to the Value of Twenty fe'ven 
thoufand fix hundred. and eighty Poundi, for that Pu;pofe; alfo to make 'void 
all Claims and' Demand',nade or preten ed to be due from this Colony before the 

" 	Firfi Day of June, One thoufandfeveñ hundred and fourteen; and to pre'vent 	S 
this Colony from being in Debt for the f iture. 	 ibid. 

An ACt for the Treafurcr's Paying the Mo jet therein mentioned. 	 S 	S 

An Aa for the Treafurer's Paying the Arr art due to the Clerk and Door-keepers to 
the General Affembly of this Colony, an Paying the Printer's Salary. 	ibid. 

	

J 
An ACt to entitle Garret De Graeuw, and his Afflgns, to the F/hery of Porpo:es, 	I . 

during the Term of Seven Tears. 	S 	 ibid. I 

An AC! for Shortning of Law-Suits, and Regulating the PraCtice of the Law. 196 

An AC! for Appointing Commiffloners to le. to Farm the Excifo throughout this Co-. 
lony. 	 S 	 ig8: 

An .451 for Preventing the Multiplicity of Law-Suits. 
11 99 

'An 451 fork Regulating Fences for the feveral Cities and Counties within this colony.'. 	
• 

	

ibid. 	• 

An 451 for Encouraging 4be Indian Trade at Albazy 



r" 	 JY 0 	A'W S. 	
I 

An Aa for the better Explain4ig one AS! of General Affernbly paj7ed in the Tea p'j 
of our Lord One thouJand J4'ven hundred and fourteen, 1ntit:le4 An At for 
Paying an Pilcharging th feveral Debts and Sums of Monep' claimed as 
Debts of this Colony, to the feveral Perfons therein named; and to rnak 
and enforce the Currency bf Bill's of Credit to the Value of Twenty feven 
thoufand fix 6ndred and ighty Pounds, for that purpofe; dlfo to rnak 
void all Claims arid Deman s made or pretended to be due from this CoT 
fly, before the Firfi Day of uineOte thoufahd feven Dhundred and fourteen; 
and to prevent thi Colony from being in Debt for the future. 	Ptge 203 

An  At! for a Supply t be gran ed to His !V1afr11y, for Supporting His Go'ijernme,,t 
in the Pro'vince of NewYo k and for Striking Bills of ('redit.for that purpofe. 

204 
n At! Declaring, That all P rronr of Foreign Birth, heretofore inhabiting w'ithin 
this Colony, and dying feiztd of dny Lands, Tenements, ai Hereditaments, 
fhall be for e'ver hereafter d4eined, taken, and efteemed to ha've been .Naturali 
zed,; and for Naturalizin all Protefiants of Foreign Birth, now inhabiting 

it bin this Colony. 	 . . 	 2 II 

[An 4! for laying, a Duty on' (oods fold by Autlion,. Vendue, or Outcry. 	215 

4n 451 for Appointing an Ageit, and Direthng the Treafurer !(this Colony to pay 
the Sum ofTi've hundred unces of Plate pearly to j ohn Cnamante, . I ent, 
to negotiate the Affairs of thy Colony at the Court of Great Britain. 	bid. 

An At! for Prefer'ving of OyJltrs. 	 ibid.' 
An At! to enable Sarah Crego, the Widpw of Ric'hard Cr1ae of New-'àrk, 

Mariner,' deceafed, to fell a: Lot Land in the [aid City. 	'' 	ibkl. 
[An 451 for declaring John S1os Free from the Duty of Tonnage. 	216 
IAn AS! for Building a Counti}Ioufe an4 Prufon in Dutchefs'County, Within this 

ibid. 

AS-t for the Encouraging Na'vigion. 	. 	. 	 ibid. 
I A At! for Re'ui'ving an AC!, Intitided, An Mt for the better Settling the Militia 

Jof this Province, and making it more Ufeful for.the Security and Defence 
thereof; and for Repealing all former Ails heretofore made in this Pro'vince 
relating to the fame. 	 ibid. 

An At! for the Treafurer'c PaTirea ng feveral Perfonc therein named; aid for Paying 
the ,Ekcife, in Arrear to v 	furerj 	 ' 	ibid. 

.'1n 4Sf for Continuing an. At! of Gener Alfembly,  Tntituled, An Mt for Appoint.. 
ing Commiffioners'to let1t Farm the Excife throughout this Colony. 	217 

An 451 to reliçve Rolert Lu ing, Veidue-Mafler of the Province èf New-York, 
from divers PenaltiEs in a ertain Act of General 4/Jembly, made in the Twelfth 
Tear of Her lat.Majefly, ntituled, An A for 1aymg a Duty on Goods 11d 
by publick Venduc or 0 cry. 	 ibid. 

An ILL'! for Reairjp the Cou ty-Houfej and Prifon in the County of Ulfier. ibid. 

Anrutier 
l(l for Peliepbbig the In abitants of the Colony of South-Carolina Jroii; the 

laid and paid in this Colony of New-York, for fuch Goods, Slaves, and 
Merchandizer, at they Jh II Import into this Colony during the Tunic of Six 

i1id. 

-. , 



ii - 	 IND E.X to 

Pafs'd An A K,~be better Repairing the Fortifications of the City of Albany, Providing 
theirary Watch with Fire.wood, and Dfcharging of other the pubkk'nd' 
necefjarges of tie faid City. 	:' 	 Page 217 

An 
45i for the Defiroying of Wol'ves in the County of Orange. 	1,18 

4n A1 for Re'viving and Continuing an All, Intituled, An A& to prere'in the 
Running away orNegrcf Slaves Out of the City and County of Aibany.to.xhe 
French at Camtda. 	 ibid. 

An A'E for the better Repairing the Fortifications of Schene6tady in te County of 
Albany, and Pro'viding their Military Watch with Fire-wood, 	219 

An 4(1 to oblige the Inhabitants of each particular Ward within' the City of New.. 
York, to make good their rcfpe5live Luota's of all Publick Taxes. 	". 2 

'An Ad to exenipt Hannah Martin, Dr. Chriflian Cooper, and Mr. George Smith, 
from Payment of the Tax for Twelve Negroes Imported from South-Carolina. 

S 	 ibid.' 

. 	 An At! for Dif'charging Capttjn Peter Vanbrugh, and Hendrick Hanfn Efq;. 
the City of Albany, of for, and cOncerning the Pro'v7iozzs, Ammunitions,' and 

- 	 other Stores of j'Var, formerly in their 1-lands, belonging to this colony. 	221 	' 

An Ad for continuing an At!, Intituled, An Ad for the caller Partition of Lands 
in Joynt-Tenancy; Or in Common. 	' 	 ibid. 

I 716, An Ad for the Treafurer's Paying to his Excellency One thoufand and ttventyfi've 
Ounces of Sih,er Plate. 	 ' 223 

An 4(1 for Deftroying Wtohjes and Foxes in the County of Wefichefler; 	ibid: 

An Ad to oblie all VeJJels Trading into this Colony (except fuch as a' therein 
excepted ) 'to pay a certain Duty; and for the further Explanation and rendring 
more EffeCtual certain ('laufes in an At! of General Affembly of this CWony, )f  
tituled, An A& by which a Duty is laid on Negroes, and other Slaves, Im- 
ported into this Colony. 	. 	 224 

An At! Nominating coinmiffloner?' to farm the Excife through the colony. 	2.26 

. 	 • 	 An At! for Difcharging Colonel Kilian Van Ranflaer, Major Dirick Weffels, and 
Mindert Schuyler Efq; of the City of Albany, for and concerning the Pro/ions, 
Ammunitions, and other Stores of I'fTar, formerly, in their Hands, belonging to 
this colony. . 	 . 	 ,. 	 ibid.' 

An Ad for the better Repairing the Fortications of the City of Alby, and Pro- 
'viding their Milita Watches vith Fire-wood. • 	 ibid 

An AC! to enable 'the Mzyor, Aldermen, and Conmonalty of the City of New-York,. 	•• 

. 

	

	 to ra4'e the Sum of Five hundred Pounds, for altering the ('ourfe of the Common- 
Sewer at the End of the Broad-fireet; and for Cleanfing and Scouring the Dock 
of this City. 	 229 

An Aff for laying a Dutyon Goods fold by AuCtion, Vendue, or Outcry; 	ibid. 

An AC! Reviving an AC!, Intituled, An At for Encuraging the Indian Trade 
• 	

' 	at Albany. 	 . 	 • 	 • 	 ibid, 

An 4(1 fo' Annexing that Part of the Manor of Livingflon, which now lies in 
• 	 .• 	

• 	 Dutchefs-County, unto t\he County of Albary. 	 230 
S 	 • 	 'An 451 for Exempting the Pink Cbarlottc from Paying the Ditty of Tonnage. 231; 

• 	 . 	 • 	

An 



NEWYORK LAWS. 

Au declaring a Sloop now[ :pon the Sockr in the Colony of Connecticut, belong- Pafs'd ing to Mr. Jaob Moene, Free from the Duty of Tonnage 	Page 231 
)Ia ACI to clear a Sloop upon te 3)ocks in the Province of New-York, beloing to 

C,4vul John JohnLn, fro' llij the Duty of Tonnagee 	I 
. 	 ibjd, 	/ decthring a Sloop called the Good Intent, built at Wewört in Rhdde.. 

'jflthd, belpnging to Mefficurs Benjamin Faneuil, Thomas Bayeux, Andrew 
Frefneau, and David .Mintielle, Free. 	 ibid. 

An All to enable Mary, the Widow and Executrix of Jbhn Corbett deceac'd, to 
(on'vey and Affign a certain Dzpelling-Houfe and Tenement, and the Ground 
threunto belonging, fituae Iand being on the WTeft_Jide of the Broad-lireet in the 
City of New-York. 

 An 'A5l for Building a CougyHoufe and PriTon in Dutchefs-Cou&y. 	ibid./•_ 
An All Re'vi'ving an All, Intituled, An ACt for the better Settling the Mi 

litla of this Province, and making it more Ufeful for the Security and De 
fence thereof; and for Repealing all former Aus heretofore made in this Pr,_ 
vince relating to the fame. 	0 	

2 
An Al for the Refiraming the taking of extra'vagant andexceffiive Ufury. 	3 
. 	

All for Regulating the Iery between the City of New-,rk and the Ifland a1fau.. 	 .234 
An A1 for Explaini~n

t 
and Rendring 7/lore Eh'etha! an Act of the General Affem- 

bly of this colony, 	itØed, An Mt for. Preventing, Suppreffing, and Puni1h. 
ifl'the Confpfray and Irifprretion of Negroes and other Slaves.. 	237 

An 4(1 to encourage the Deftroying f Foxes and Wild Cats in Kings-County; 
Queens-County, and County of Suffolk. 	 238 

An 45! for Paying the Executors of Thomas Codrington Efq; the Arrears due 
for his Service in General AfJembly, from the. Fourteenth of'June, Se'venteen. 
hyndred and frye, till the Twenty feventh Iay of September, Seventeen hun- 

red and eight. 	I 	 ) 	 ibid.- 
All for Exempting the. Snow or Veffel called the Leghorn, from Paying the 

Duty of Tonnage. 	. 	 ibid; 
An If for Exempting the Sjjp Mary and Hannah, from Paying the, Duty of Ton-. 

.nage. 	
0 	 239 	 . • 

An Aff for Paying Johannes jlanfen, David Provoft, and Leonard Lewis, Efqc; the Arrears due to them for1 theii
"of 

	

Services in the General Affeinbly, as Repre- 	 - • fentative for t/e City and ount 	New-York. 	 ibid. . 	 •• 

An All for letting to Farm 4e Excife f this Colony for the Term of Fl-ye Tear; 
and to enable the Farmers iiereof effe5tually to ColleSt the fame. 	ibid. 

An 45! for Paying and Difch4irging feveral Debts due from this Colony to the Per-foic therein na,,icd ; and finf raifing and putting into the Hands of the Treafurer of this Colony fe 	,,u 'veral 	antties of Plate, to be applied to the publick and necef- 
jiry Life: of this Colony; a4d to make Bills of &edt to the Value of Forty one 
ihoufand fi'Oe hundred andf venteen Ounces and an half of Plate for that pur 
pofe.. 	 • 	

• 	 244 

An 



xiv 	 INThEX "to 1/. . 

Pafs'd An ACt c'vii.'ing an ACE, Intituled, An.'APrçthibkingtU:irns; buto. 

	

1717- 	Parmiter and his .Afligns, to make Lamç-Dlack,f duribs itk.Spat fvfie. 
Years, 

An 451 to ineft tbe Property of a certain Dz&ling-'HotI'e, 6fld GroindtWvjst. 
belonging, in the City ofew-York, in Daniel aná ChiiLøpher' the Soñsf. 
Daniel Robert deceas'd. 	 • 	'. T - ibid. 

'An. 451 for the 'furTher Enabling Thomas Whitehead to feil and dzfpofeoffoine 
part;ofth LøldsD derwfed to him by his Father)  under. the Limitation lof a 
general Entail. 	 S 	 :. 	 . :'. ibid. 

An ACE to prohibit the Exportatio;t of Raw Hides from this Colony. 	.. 
....................... 

1718  . 'mAn 4(1 to pre*nt fmall StIlions running at large, and to geld all Horfes,  u,qtier 
the Size therein mentioned. 	 . 	.• 

4t ASif for an Allowance to the Reprefentati'vc of the Tori4ip of of Schene&ady 
in the County of Albany. 	 234 

An 417 for Granting to the Freeholderc and Inhabitants of the PrecinSE of Catskill 
and Coxhackey in the county of Albany, the Pr:'v:lege of Chufing yearly a Su-" 
perwjbr. 	 ibid. 

4n AC1 for Reivirving and Continuing an AS! of General Affem11y, Intituled, Ai 
Mt for Licenfing Hawkers and Pdlars within this Province. 

r4n 4(1 for Naturalizing Nicholas Caron, Abraham de Cafferez, Tobias Boe1, 
flenricus Dod, Jacobu5 Pit, Jmn Pit, and Samuel Richtrds. 	• 	. 	ibid. 

	

' 	1n 451 for the Revi'ving an 451 of General Affembty, Intituled, An Mt for the 
.' better Settling the Militia of this Province, and making it more Ufefulfor'  

the Security and Defence thereof: 	, . 	 • 	z86 

An AS! for Eftablj/hing Pilotage. 	. 	 ibid 

'An 451 for Encouraging the. Returning of Neat Cattle and Sheep to their Owner;-
.287 

- 

• 

An ACE Repealing that part of an 115!, Intituled, An A61 for Refiraining the ta. 
king of Extravagant and Excellive Ufury, whereby Interefi was reduced to Six 
per Cent. per Annum. 	 ": 	' 	aSS 

An ACE for Revi'ving an AS! of General Affembly, Intituled, An ACt for the eaGer 
Partition of Lands in joynt4Tenancy, or in Common, and making the fame 
more Ufeful and Effethial for the Purpofes thereii mentioned, 	289. 

An ACE for the Explaining of certain a4ufes in one ACE of the General Aflbnbly 
of this Colony, Intituled, An Mt for a Supply to be granted to His Majefty. 
fOr the Supporting His Government' in the Province of New-York, and for 
Striking Bills of Credit for th4t Purpofe, paJjed in the Tear Seventee, hundred 
and fifteen; and for ibe Explaining certain Claufec in an ACE of the General 
4fre,nbly of this Colony,' made in. the Tear Sc'venteen hundred and Jixteen, inti-
tuled, An Mt to oblige all Vcft'els Trading into this Colony. (except filch $. 
are therein excepted) toy a certain Duty; and for the further Eplana-
tion and making more Effctual certain Claufes in an A& by which a Duty'is 
aid on all Negroes and other Slaves Irnj)Ortcd into thisColony. 	ibi& 

An
• • 	 ' 	 . 

St.  

"S.  
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.4j4lth enaMetbe Treafu er of thir,  Colirny to 'eiüè 	 t' Pafs"d 
ic( One hundred eight, fevenOw,cës and oheha if of Mate 	tbe'ic4'>f I7I38 

.tivr Cony. 

Paying the. Qta*ity 'fF/iy  tbre Ounces and oiw hfP1ateut'• 
Johannes Van Zant;:. and ihe 9jantiiy of'Tv)et'ue Ounces and'è,1e half ofPi4se 
unto Willempie Uytden Bpgarr, Widow. 	 ' 	1fd. 

Ait 4(1 for Settling: he Boundaries between the Lands granted by Pient smnthCdi' 
.neius Coel, Adrian Gerritfe, Matthias Ten Eyck, JacobusDü Bois,Jóhaii- 
nós Schipmoes, 'Roeloff Swartwont, Cornelius Lammerfe, Petèr Pieterfe, 
Ltwrence Oouflerliout, andjannetfe Newkirk, fituate, lying and bein&in t/,i 
County of Ulfier, commonly a1led the Town .qHurley, and the Lands granted', 
by Patent unto Colonel Henry Beckman, Captain Thomas Garton, and Captain,. 
Charles Broadhead, Truftees for and on the behalf of the Inha&itants of the To 
of Marb1eTown in the County of Ulfter aforefaid* 	

wn 
ibid. 
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STAI.. OF NIW V(K. 
OFFICE OF THE 

(OMMISSION OF STATLJTORV u 

fl 

r-visiJAI  

/bazy, )do6ei , /, - 

7 f/p 

Dear Sir: 	 I! 

In 1891 the Legislature directed the Cominissjon(.-s of iStatutory Revisi )i to 	pi Ni. h 
the Laws of the Colony of New York. 	Many of tilk. cInnijZ 1aw had l)een pre 11MISI) 	- 

lishcd by privac ent(Frprise, and in a fragmentary way, bt 't this was thc first attem )t a a cot - 

plete 1)tibliCation of 'colonial legislation. 	The co1uinss oncrs bcgii !the work a of cc an I 
pi05(1itC(I it as diligently as circumstances would permiL t king toonjderatioh ti e cia actr 
of the work anc their duties in connection with the gete al re 	ion of the l:iw4 	th 	tat 
'I hc t'isk of COD) ing and compiling thc colonial hws 	a sl 	an difficult oçie inv4lvng 
ctreftil eximin-ition of early 111 lnuscripts and r( quit in- most 	4ict ittcntion 	The Oi igiii ii 
hw pFO'v idcd for a limitcd distribution but as the wrk p ogrc sed -md its imj or mncc 
and vilue became more manifest, it seemcd to the coni 	 tha t ranc1m stone 	 distg 	o  
should be cxtend( d 	A bill wts mccordtngly pr 	d, liEn ndin  the ( riginal hw, ar4 pr v din 
for a wider distribution. 	This bill was passed, and bfca ne ch1 ter 4od of the Lavs 1 89 
It charged this commission with the duty of distriIiitin4r opies

0. 
f th 2 Ia's to va io is Ii r ne 

educational institutions, the members of the legislaturc, and t Sta e, lepartmënt an 1 the 
officers. 	We have also made a further distributiob, i4iu in 	i torical and colnj. 1 s ci 
and public libraries, where the people generally may haye acces to he ork. 	T 	hok 
contain invaluable historical records of the earliest peridin o'u i 'ist ry, and pr ser t ai ite - 
csting field for the study of the political and judicial cliv1opmn m of th colon a d a s th 
social conditions incident to pioneer life. 	We have sertt o :t ic I ws to eve-al prb ii 1en 
educational institutiorts oiitsidc the, State, and througl te ni ill Ill of th Sth Li ra rl 
further distribution wift be made to each State in the Ut ioh, ando se ver. I foreign c )uni ri 's. 

A set of the laws has been sent to your address. 	For th 1 1 purpose o f prcseri • g a re' or 
of the distnibtitin, and of aiding US in presenting to the leislati. a i no1 r rcpQrt on r in 
the t?ust committed to us, we hope you will (10 us the favorj to si4 an ret tm to thi's oçf c th 
inclosed receipt. 

Very truly yours, 

CHAR S.IINCOLN 

WkLLI M lI. J JINSO , 

A. JUD NOR FLIRU, 

	

1 	• Comm ,ss,ne 

., 
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COMMISSIONERS... OF STATUTO Y REVISION. 

H 

STATE OF NEW YORK : 

To tith Ljis1ature: 	 I  

Inlaccqrdance with chapte' 125 oiF the La a jof 1891, we have 

the h nor to present herewit1- the Reort of the: Comñiigsioriers of 

Statu ory Reu.sioi, relating to the pubicat or of the Colonial 
Laws 

Respedfull 
1'! 

! 
. 	

HLLRtESZ. I I±COL, 	• 	:• 
I 	I 	 - 	• 

WILLLIAMH II. ORNSON, 

A. CDOR ERUP, 

- 	

-J  I 	• 	
(Jonitnionjrsf s t4aoryieerjeion. 



tk 

EXPLANATORY: NjDTE 

The Statutor y Puevisioll Commission ws deet d by chapter 125 of the Laws 16 1891 o republish verbatim, prese vig the original spelling and I unctuation, the statutes of the Cob y of New York, 
from the founation thereof to the adoption of the rst OonstitUio n. 

There ha. iever een a complete publicatio1  of the colonial laws of New. York. In tile year 1694, Williaii radford, who 
was then public printer of the co1on, published the laws enacted 
by the colonial legislature since its first: Session n' 1691. There 
are bu seve opies of this edion knoyn to be n estence, one 
ihe 1ibrary:f the Historical Siety o. Pennsyl-aia, one in the 
library of theew York Society,: one in he no iirar, one in 
the State libry at Albany, one in the office of 	Secretary of 
State at Albr, one in the possession of Mr Brhimiie f New 
York, and one 9wned br Mr. John Boyd Thacher of Albany. The 
copy owned b Mr. Brnheim has been reprinted Jin fac simile by 
the Grolier Club of New York, under the supervsjon an editor- 
ship of Mr. 	bert Ludlow Fowler. This rep nt . s referred to in 
the notes preding the chapters as "Fwler's 	adford." The copy in the Statelibrarywas  purchased by the Sta e at the sale of 
the library ofMr. Brinley of Hartford, Conn., it former oer, 
and is referred to in the notes as "Brinley's Bra od." It con- 
tains most of t  session laws down to the year 171 l4ound in with 
the original pb1icatjoi of 1694.. Other edition of the session 

Ilk laws were pubihed from time to time by Williarr, Bradford, and 
references in t4 notes a e to editions contained in the State library, Albany. . 

Another pub ication of the colonial Táws; kn ov m as Baskett's 
edition, wasmle in ndon in 1718. 

In the year 1527  Ii ingston and Sinitli, under. direction of 
the colonial leéilaturè, published the colnia1 law then in force 
en 	 , 

acted by the olonyif om 1691 to 1751j inqlusiv 	In the year 1762, the sam edito 	ublished the colnia1 law enactd since 
1751 down to d ini ctding the 22d da,1f çM:ay, 162: In the 
year 1772, Petb Van chaack was direc d 	th legislature to 



A. 

vi 	 EXPLANATORY NOTE. 

publish all the colonial laws then in force, and in the following 
yearS such publication was made by Miii, including the laws enacted 
from 1691 down to and including March 8, 1773. 

The'subsequent laws of 1774 and 1775 were published by Hugh 
Gaines, the public printer, a copy of which publication is in the 
State library at Albany. 

All of the foregoing editions contain the full text of the laws in 
force at the date of publication, acts that had theii expired being 
referred to by title only. As it was the custom to enact laws for 
a limited period, many important acts expired before any publica-
tion of the laws was thade; and as a result any publication or all 
publications of the colonial laws heretofore made contain but a 
comparatively small proportion of colonial legislation. 

The Revision Commission has taken the edition of Van Schaack 
as a basis of this publication, so far as the arrangement and chapter 
numbering are concerned. 	Every act, however, of which the 
original or a copy is known to be in existence has been printhd in 
full. 

The Commission has also deemd it to be within the scope of its 
authority to publish the laws of the government of the colony from 
the first English occupation in 1664 to the General Assembly of 
1691. These include the charters to the Duke of York, the com-
missions and instructions to the colonial governors, the Duke's laws 
for the government of the colony, the laws passed by the Assemblies 
of11683, 1684 and 1685, sometimes known as the "Dongaii laws," 
anl the laws of the Leisler Assembly of 1689 and 1690. The 
Dongan charters of the cities of New York and Albany,' and the 
Montgomery charter for the city of New York are also printed as 

	

laws 	the dates when granted or confirmed. 

	

it 	11 be observed that the note preceding each chapter indicates 
former publications of the chapter, so that comparison can be made 
if desired. 

The first sixty-three chapters of the laws, beginning with the year 
1691, except when otherwise stated in the note preceding a 
chapter, have been copied from the parchment-rolls in the State 
library. The Commissioners have been unable to obtain any trace 
of the originals of these laws. They were probably transmitted 
to England for royal approval, and these parchment copies preserved 
for the use of the colony. At any rate the parchment-rolls now in 
the State library, but formerly in the office of the Secretary of 
State, appear to be the official and best evidence of the text of the 
originals. 

EXPLANATORy NdTE 

The laws ubsequent to chapter. 6, except where othse 
stated in the note 	the bgnning f   o 	e cli 

 
Rter, have been 

copid from the original manuscripts in' th 
of State. 	

offic ~f the Secretary 
j 	 I 

It will be 4bservedj from the notes that in a esr instances the 
original has been lost In such ease a Co y has been made frni 
whatever source the Commissioners deeme most authentic. The 
note at the beginnin of each chapter alsoindietes whether the 
cliaptei is a continuation or a revival of a fo1rmer 4ct, and generahls 
anything of inerest in reference to the hapter that may have come 
to the observaion of tijie Commissioners. Ujnder t11he subject title in the :ndex, eery revial, continuation; éxpinatio,n, amendment or 
repeal of an aèt has been indicated, and it s behitved that the his-
tory of .a pâiticular subject of legislátio ma be readily and 
thoroughly traced by the use of the notes and iqdex. The index 
also bontainst -ie name of each person referred to in the legislation 
of the colons 	It isbelieved that tis il1 ad greatly to the 
historical and geneal.oical value of the publicatipn. 

The acts of the colnia1 legislature, excet as aectëd by amend-
ment or subeuent 9peal, continued in force uritil 1828, when it 
was enacted by chapter 21 of the laws of that year, that 

" no statutes 
passd by the N overnment of the late Colony of w York, shall be 
consdered as a law ofthis state." As affecting tt1es to real estate 
or as constituing irrpealable contracts, some of the laws may, 
however, still $e in force; but for the most part this publication is of 
a grater va1u from a historical than fromlegal standpoint. 

T!ieollowjñg note contains a sketch of the history and )evelop- 
men of reprè8entativ government in the olony 

- 

10 
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HISTOUCAL NTE. 

[By IOBKBT C. OUMING.] 

* 	Verrazano, a French explorer, cruised up the A nerican coast In 1524, 
and froma ieport describing his voyage to the Fre4ch King, it is inferred 

that he entred New York bay. No attemt was i6ade, however, by the 

French governmnt, to occupy the territory nor to la1m sovereignty over 

it, and whatever rights may have been Initiated b discovery, lapsed by 
nonuser. 

Hendrick Hudson, an Englishman in the emply of the Dutch East 
India Company, sailed from Amsterdam in the a1f. Moon on April 4, 

1609. On the third of September, he entered. Nef York bay, and from 

thence sailed up the Hudson to apoint near Albany. After the discovery 
by Hndson,no immediate attempt '&as made byIth?  States General to 
appropriate the territory. For several years trading vessels were fitted up 

by individuals, and as early as 1613 a trading p4stwas established on 

Manhattan sland: in 1614 the States General grainted to an Amsterdam 
Company tie exclusive privilege from the first oi January, 1015, to 
frequent thb newly-discovered lands "situated in 	erica between New 
France andj Virginia whereof the sea-coasts lie betwEen the fortieth and 

forty-fifthegrees of latitude.' The charter ex iréd In 1618. On the 
third of Jine, 1621, the States General granted L ëharter to the West 
India Company,' providing, "That for the term of o4r imd twenty yes. 
none of thé( natives or iiihabltants of these countrio s shall be permitted to 

sail to orrom the said lands or to traffic * 	* in the countries of 
America, 	the West Indies * * * but in th ilame of this United 
Company 4 these 9nited Netherla.ns." 

The charter furtb?r provided thatJ "th aforesal ompany may in our 
name and.,iuthr1ty within the limits heeinbefor 	sciIbed, make con- 
tracts, engAgement, and alliances, with the pri 	and natives of the 
eonntrles cmjrehended therein, analsobufld an forts and fortifications 

H there, to a poirt and disehare gov1rnors, people 'or war, and officers of 
justice, 	otber public officers, fo the preserva ó of the places, keep. 
Ing good 	er, pol!e, knd jistiee, nd In like m 	r for the promotion 
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of trade; and again, others In their place to put, as they, from the sltua 
tion of their affairs, shall see fit: moreover, they must advance the 
peopling of ttose fruitful and unsettled parts, and do all that the srvice 
of those co'ntries, and the profit and increase of trade shall require: and 
the company shall successively communicate and transmit to Us such 
conti-acts and ailiaiices as they shall have made with the aforesaid 
iirinces and nations; and like -ise the situations of the fortresses, fortlfi 
cations, and settlenient by them taken." 

"Saving, that they have chosen a governor.jn.chjf, and prepared in-
structions for him, they shall be approved, as a commission given by ti: 
And that further, such governor-1ncjf, as well as other deputy gover- 
nors, commanders, and . officers, shall be hld to take an oath of alle- 
giance to Vs and also to the Company." 	 s  

It thus conferred upon the West India Company Powers of local 
sovereignty over the territory of New Netherlands, subordinate only t. 
the authority of the States General. 	For zilany years thereafter or 
until the occupation of New York In 1664 by the English, New Nether-
lands was governed by t'he directors and agents of the West India Corn-
pariy, In pursuance of Its charter,. The laws and ordinances for the 
government of the province conformed generally to the jurisprudence of 
HolIanil. Many of these have been lost, but a large number have been 
translated by Dr. O'Callagiian, and printed In a volue entitled "Laws 
and Ordinances of New Netherlands" 

No at(nipt will he here made to describe the government of the 
province under the Dutch. [For a thorough discussion of the subject. 
see note by liobert Ludlow Fowler. Introductory to a "Fac simile of the 
Law-s and Acts of the General Assembly &c of New York, as printed and 
P01(1 by Wui. Bradford, 10'94," published by the Grofler Club of New 
York.] ' 

Althou h at the .tline of the grant to the West India Company, no actual 
occupation of the territory embraced within its terms had been made by 
any other nation, the Dutch never held undisputed sovereignty over New 
Netherlands Occupying the territory lying to the north and south, the 
English could not but view with jealousy and distrust, the possession of 
the Intervening lands by a foreign power. In fact, It was always assumed 
by 

the English, that the title to New Netherlands was vested In the 
Crown of England and that the Dutch occupation was a mere usurpation. 
The subject is of considerable interest In determining whether the Dutch 
laws continued of force within the province after theogupatio(' y the 

ngIish In 1&'4 If the sovereignty of the territory had been theretofore 
vested In the Dutch, their 	would obtain within the territory until 
abrogated by the conqueror 1aw accorda-  nee with the familiar principle of 
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I te nation I law. On the other hard ifthe Duec were mere trespassers 
o 	 a a territory the sovereignty ofwhih % 	i the •roiwn of England, their 

ho
11 
 e systth• of gvernment nd law bcrne n all. a'nd void when the 

nglish posessed the terrltor. ['or Wdiscuss, on of the subject, see 
.i troductoi'' note b Robert Ludlow Fo''lr, In a ' Fac simile of the laws 

d Acts f the A sembly &e," publishedPY th Grolier Club of- New 
ork.] 	I 
tlpqn th assumpfion that tié soèreity to th New Netherlands was 
sted In: e crown of England, dhati II on t e 12th of Mat'ch, 1664, 
anted to his brother, the Duke Qf York, the te ritory embrang Long 

I kland nnd1 New York. [For charter 14 full, see . 1.] By the ters of 
t ip chartei the Duke of York, his eirs, deut1es agents commissioners 

d asigis, were mpowered "to 	 h, pardon, govern and 
i ule all su0i the subjects of us, our heirs and s ccessors, as shall from 
t me to time adventure themselves into an3f1  the part or places aforesaid 
* * 	acording to such laws, orders, oi'dina cé, directions and in- 
s ructions as by our said dearest broher 6 

i r his 1
1 
asslgns shall be estab- 

1 shed * 	* so always as the said stat tes, ?rdlnaflces and proceed- 
i gs be not-contrary to but as near as eonsénien1ly may be agreeable to 

e laws, StatVtes and government of this ur rqalm of England." The 
iartr further emowered the,Duke.of4rk to' appoint governors and 
ther omcers, and enernlly to' establish a. local government within the 
rritorv ehr:iced in th terms of the charter. 
Dnrn. the year j(4 llk'hard Ni2olls was appinted governor of New 

ork by a commission frbrn the Duke of York, the original of which seems 
11 ha- e been lost, but !wliich undoubtedly conf1rred upon him In sub- 

. antiahly the snme teruis, the powers of locsl government within the 
rovince, s'hieh hy1 tlie fernisof the charter wer conferred on the D?ke 
f York, hIs (1epUtis an1 assigns. 

Goerno Nicolls saiId from England and 9rived at New York In 
ugut, 164, On The 2th of August, artIcles of fnPitulation were agreed 

i pon, by wIFich the r)ut2h were guaranteed certain permanent tights; 
I bert4 of orscieii e indivine \s'orship and churjh discipline; -the enjoy-

ent of their own c'ustorhs concerning inhIritntes; the confirmation of 
j 1dgien rnder and the right to appealther rom to the States Gen- 
ral; 	c'oit1nua ce of. the n4sent offlces ii II the election of new 
nes;the determi4tion! accordin to the manne of the Dutch of differ-

- neesofJeniTact hind 1,arga1rs made before the capitulation; the enjoy--
- entiorrLropertyund he disx4uu1 of the sam at pleasure. [For full 

xt f raty, see r{evi ej  La'Jc-s 1813, appendix I.] 
AInos. he firaf ep bJJen by Ico11s aftr his 	1rl was to create frvrn 

I e 	ng11b pprt1i of te provlince, ozs!sting of L4ng  I1and, -8taten 

I 	Il•II 	i111 	:11 
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Island, and Westchester coun,ty, the shire of'  Yorkshire, dividing it into 
three districts or "ridings." The government of the shire consisted of a 
high sheriff, appointed by the governor and council, a deputy sheriff for 
each riding, and justices of the peace, to hold office during the governors 
pleasure. Courts of sessions were to be held three times each year by the 
justices in each riding, presided over by the governor or an of his 
council, or in their absence, by the senior justice. [See Duke's Laws, 
p. 27.] Annually the justices and the high sheriff were to meet with the 
'governor'and his council in the court of Assizes at New York, which after-
wards became the general court of the province. 

Two days after the surrender of New York,, Governor Nicolls in a letter 
to Captain Young promised that "Deputys shall in convenient time and 
place, be summoned to propose and give their advice in all matters tend-
ing to ye peace and benefitt of Long Island." And shortly afterwards, a 
circular was addressed to the inhabitants of Long Island reQuesting them 

- to send two delegates from each town to a convention to be 'held at 
Hempstead on the last day of February, 1665. In accordance with this 
call, delegates from each town met at Hempstead on March 1, 1605. The 
most Jmportant action of the meeting was to prepare, or more properly to 
confirm, a body of laws, which afterwards came to be known as the 
"Duke's Laws." [See Duke's Laws, p. 6.1 A number of additions and 
amendments were made by the court of Assizes, and afterwards the Code 
was transmitted to England fOr confirmation. [See preliminary note to 
Duke's/Laws, P.  6.1 

The "Duke's r.a's" originally obtained in the shire of Yorkshire only, 
and did not go,into effect in New York. until after tI16 second occupation 
by the Dutch in 1674, nor on the Delaware River, until 1676. From that 
time they continued In effect throughout the province, except as modifiel 
by la*ell nactments of the assizes,. the governor and council, or the gover. 

	

nor, 	and assembly, probably, until 1691;—certainly as late as 
1687, for In that year Governor Dongan, answering certain charges against 
him, in response to the question of what laws are in force in the colony, 
replied: "The Laws In #orce are ye Laws called his Royal Highnesses 
Laws and the Acts of the General Assembly." [See Col. of N. Y. Colonial 
Documents, ,111, p. '390.J - 

TYntll the "Duke's Laws" became of general effect throngiiout the 
province, the Dutch laws probably continued of f*ce in accordance with 
the principle that the laws of a conquered countrcontinne in force until 

.Pxpressly abrogated by the conqueror. [For digusio of this' subject, 
' introductcry note by Robert Luctiow Fowler,in "Fac i1mile of th el 

Laws and -Acts of the General Assembly &c," published by the Groller 
Club of New York.! 

I 	
, 
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ove' or Nicolp thok indeetdent acion as c the city of 

 le 

I . 
	

J 	 , .1,  , 	
New York: 

- ho i v-ever and, by procla ati a dated 4ffe. 12, 1665, revoked the Dutch 
an est lished the Engli h orm of goernme t by the appointment of 

ers "be k+we  an e lld by th Name & Style of Mayor, Alder- 
In 	ai Sheriff accor ng t he C9stome Df England In other his 
M Aes rporacojis!" 

1 he m,eting atjHempst acicañ iardiybe cal da legislative assembly. 
Af 1,1er t i * promuh!gation of the Dike's Laws, t e Court of Assizes, in a 

hi1ted. nse, aced as a , egislatie body. H(waver, it was 1ittle more 
the mouthPiece of the Duke1  r the Gover or In. the promulgation of 

cdi ts, which it 'iad no shaie in framing. Th people were dissatisfied 
an p4itlqned fr the aseibly which had ee promised by Nicolls. 
Th peItion was L=_e sblently jected by the Assi es: "It doth ot appre 
th 	(joL Nicollsde an such promise & e Governors instructions 
dir tiIg him to 	no a terat1Oiis in ye law s of ye Governmt settled 
bef re.his aprivdll, hey en not e4)ect 

 his HoLquired 
r can comply wth them 

the .einJ& for ti3eir desire to know what \s r 	of them, There is 
nothi4.riuiredjof them but obedtnce and su1sion to ye Lawes of ye 
goveriut as appeares by his R. Hss. Cmison wch hath often beene' 
read nato them.' 	- 

In 107 Nicolls was recalled, and Col. Francis Lovelace was appointed 
to BucCed him. 	is commission directed him to niake no alteration in the 
laws o ihe gov1-nment settled befOre hii arrivd. 

ew 
 

J 
rk wa.' re-taken b' the Dutch on July! 30, 1673, nnd the corn- 

mtnderof the fieet re-established the Dutch 4rth of government by the 
ap oinent' of Schout, uromaters and sch4pes, on August 17. 1673. 
[S e 1) 1 101.] Or Januar 17. 1674, Colve, actigas governor general of 
th prvince issued Instructions to the sehout, lurgomasters and schepens 
of thel city of Nfw Oran*e,  for their guidance' in'  th government of he 
city. 'bis dôcu ent is sometimes known as Colve's charter. [See p. 
102 for, document In full4 The hutch were in rossession of New York 
fo to brief a p nod to re.estahlish  a permanent or stable form of gov-
er met and 'th lr rule amounted to little mo e han a military occupa-
tiof the city. By the tea y of Westminstei, sined February 19, 1674, 
the Du, ch relinq ished New ork, although the were in actual posesslon 
of thec1ty for me month thereafter. Wha ever doubt may have ex-
itd theretofore sto the. fit e of the English was conclusively set at rest 

	

by the rm of he treaty.' 	 - 
no 	chtrte was grinted to the Duke of Irork on the 2tb of iune, 

1674, In snbtan isily the sakne tenrs as the former charter, embracing 

	

th saina ter!rlto .'J [For1  coyof ebarter; see- p. -04,1 	'. 	 * 

I 	- 
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By eommision, dated July 1, 1074, Edmund Andros was appointed 
governor of the prpvince, and was empowered by his commission "to 
performe and execute all and every ye powers web. are by ye said letters 
patents graunted unto Mee to be excuted by Me my Deputy Agent or 
Assignes." [For copy of commission, see p. 106.] 

The Duke of York, on 3111Y 1, 1074, among other matters Instructed the 
neiv governor as follows: 

"As.to ye fomes of justice, I thinke it best for you to put In execution 
such laws, rules and ordrs as you find have been established by Coil. 
Nicolls and Col. Lovelace, and not to vary from them but upon emergent 
necessities, and ye advice of your Councill and the gravest & experieuce(l 
persons there; and if any such alteration be made, that it be only tempo-
rary for a yeare, and if it be not confirmed by me within that time, theii 
to be utterly '-oyd at ye end of that yeare and of noe force at all4s if 
.such alteracon or new lag-  never had been prniitted:' [Dee. Rd. to Col. 
lust, of New Y'k, III, p." 218.] 

On August 6, 1674, the Duke f York instructed the new governor to 
put In execution the "Duke's Laws," except those requiring amendni€qt 
or a1teratn. [For copy of order, see p. 107]; and on November 9, 1674, 
shortly after his arrival at New York, Governor Andros by proelamati011 
conforming to the instructions lec1aiI "that the same Book of Laws 
formerly establlsht and in force under his royal hlghnesse government is 
now again confirmed by his Royal Highnesse the which are to be ob-
served and a('t1ced fogether with the manner and time of holding Oourt'$ 
therein menccue(1 as heretofore." [For copy of proclamation see p 107.1 
Thus the province contluneil to be goverui'ii by the Duke'* LaWS, with 
such amendments as the governor .'jzid council, with the approbation of 
the Duke of York, saw fit to adopt. During the year,; prior to the second 
occupation by the Dutch, the people of the colony were restless and dis-
eonten4 demanding by petition ind other-ise, sorn form of repre-
sentative assembly. As free horn Engljsjinien The principle of no taxation 
without representat1,n had been luculented in their minds, and already 
the mode of government of the cOlony by the edict and decree of royal 
officers, was sowing the seeds of the Revolution. That the demand of the 
people for .a representative assembly had reached the ears of the Duke of 
York, is evident from a letter written to Governor Andros on April Co, 167, 
In which the Duke said: 

"First yn, touching Genera.11 Assembives weh ye people ther seem q. 
desirous of in Imitac'on of their neighbour Colonies, I thinke you have done 

el1to discourage any mocon of yt kind, both as belng.not at all com-
prehended In yr Instructions nor indeed consistent wth ye forme of 
government already esthblished. not necessary for ye esse or redresse of 

\ 
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any grOvance y ma appen since yt may be a easily obtained by any 
p tic 	or othr adresse to you at the 46nei ii Assizes (web Is once a 
y are); jvhere tl.i s4m persons (as justices) 	e usu'lly present,' who in 
a 1 pr Pabillty would be theire Representati e if anther constitucon 

ereLlowed." [See Doc. Rel. to Col. Hist. f . Y., III, p.230.] And 
I: ter, (or the 28 h of J nuary, 1676, the Duke wrote to Governor Andros 
a folIow: 	 -. 

"I 4ve formerly w itt to you touching As mblyes in those countreys 
arid làe since observ d ; what sEwera1l of yot r fattest letters hint about 
tat 1i4itter. 	ut unl ss you had Offered w atualiflcacens are usuall 
ad jrper to uch A sembiyes I cannot bu susPect they 'would be of 
6 ng9rus con quenc , nothing being more nowne than the aptness of 
s ch 	dyes t3l assu e to themselves many prv1iedges web prove de-
s rucl(i'v'e to, o jverY o t disturbe the peace o y4 governmt wherein they 
a e a1Jwed. 	ielther loe I see any use of tbem wch is not as well pro- 
v d 	ior, wh t you and your councell govrre according to ye laws 
etabIhed (t ereby reserving every inan' 	ropety Inviolate) and 

11 thin s that r eed redresse may be suke of finding it, either at ye 
uar4e' Sessic r a or b other legall and ordinhr' wayes, or last!.y by ap-

p Oftle to myseVe'But howsoever if ou conhInr of ye same opinion, I 
s iall 	ready to consider of any proposalls y u shall send to yt purpose." 

ee ,bc. Rel. o Col. Hist. of New York, HI, p. 235.] 
. Wh Dither An I os eontinued of the "same op nin" does not appear,4t 

at an, rate, 	fe 	of representative asse blr was established under 
his athkiinistra ion.  

2. 

C0 1 frlioma. Dongan was commissioned g yernor of New York, Sep- 
temb& 30, 1 	With his commission he re i\ed instructions directing 
him 'o Issue f Writta or warrts. of Sumo s o ye sev'all heriftes or 
other proper fficrs In every part of yor said,government wher!in OU 

shal ekpresse that I have thought fltt that there shall be a genii As- 
sembli of All t he Freehoiders, by the prsons who they shall ehoosLto 
reprs :11nt yrn I ordr .to consultting wth your elfe and the said coUil 
what laws are tt and nei'essary Lobe made a ad, estnhlIshed for the good 
wea1eajnid 

 
govi r rimt of the said Colcny and Its Pependen6yes." [See copy 

of rnsuctioyi, - 108.J 
G044nor D an arrived in New York in A igust. 16.8.3, and at a meet- - 

ng oftie Coil qll held at. Fort .Tames on the 1 th of September following, 
it wa etei4nhired to summon an assembly I accordance with the in- 
tructo a to the Governor, to be held at the ci 	f New York on October 

• 

IT. 16 	Wrlts( or orders were issued direëtin tie inhabitants to choose 
their e reaeñta'Ives In the Generall Aemb Y  0 be held at New York 

ye 17th1 1683." Each riding on Long sland.was entitled to two 
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representatives; Staten Island, one; Esopus, two; Albany and Rens. 

laerswyck, two; Schenectady, one; Pemaquid, one; The Islands about New 
York, one; and New York, four. 

On the 17th of October, 1083, the representatives thus elected met 

in General Assembly, and constituted the first representative legislative 
body In the colony of New York. By the terms of his instructions Gov-

ernor Dongan was directed to let the Assembly know that it was td be 

entitled to free dehat. All bills were to receive the assent of the gov-

ernor and council, and were to be transmitted to the Duke of Yoi'k for 

confirmation or rejection. Laws assented to by the governor were-to be,  
good and binding until rejected by the Duke of York, from which time 
they were to be null and void. The governor was given power to cause 
the Ge'nei'al Assembly to be summoned and to adjourn and dissolve the 

aine, a be saw fit. [See copy of Instructions relating to Assembly, 
p. 108-9.] 

At this session fifteen Acts were passed which received the signature 
of the Governor. Of theacts passed at this sessin of the Assembly 

fourteen, or all except "A continued bill for defraying the requisite charges 
of the government," were re'ceivetl by the Board of Trade for confirmation, 

Februay IT, 1Ei4, It (Toes not appear that any were disapproved except 

the charter of liberties. [See p. lii.] After a sessIon 'of nearly three 
weeks, the legislature adjourned, enacting 

"That according to the usage, custome and practice of the Realme of 
England, a Sessions of a General Assembly be held in this province once 
In three years att least.". 	 - 	 S - 

The second meeting of the legislature corn menced in' October, 194, at 

which thirty-one acts were passed, which received the assent of the Gov- 
ernor. [See p. 142.] 

Before another meeting news of the King's death s-as received, and it 

was deerd expedient to dissolve the present assembly, which was done 
by proclamation, dated Auust 13, 1fi1;k:, IN. Y. Col. Mss. XXXIII, 
p. 1521, and writs were issued by the governor directing the elections of 
representatives to a General Assembly to be hel& in October, 1IS.5. This 

Assembly passed six acts which received the assent of the govefnor fee 
p. 1731, and then adjourned to September, 1686. It was further prorogued 

until. March, 16T, and finally, in view of a 'new commission and in- 
truction received by the governor, reposing the powerXuary legislation In 

the governor and council, the Assembly was dissolved on 	20, 1657. 
.. 'The first act of the Assembly of 168 was to pass "the 'charter of 
tiberfyeq and prh-lledges grantedby his Royall Highuesse to the in-
habitants of New Yorke, and its dependansyes," whereby the represen-
tatives attempted to confirm by legislation, the liberties and privileges, 

aI8ToRIoAL NOT . .. 	L.. 	I 

which they conceived twere granted to them by the Duke of York In h1 

commis4n to Governor Dongan. [For copy of itarter, see p. 111.] This 

assumptin of the representatives, althouh re eiving the assent 'of the 

governor d n9t meet with favor from the Duke of York, and was 
vetoed ar h 3, 1684. 	 ' 

It waJswi li grat reluctance, that the Duke of York ever granted to the 
colony iof New York a legislative. Assem9ly, ad it is probable that the 
action o tle assembly 	passing the Charter Of Liberties and privileges 
only ten1eu1 to ierease lis prejudice agiinst representative bodies. At 

any rate in Jun, 1686, the former Duke 9f York, now James II, King of 
England istued . new commission, with iustrucf ions to Governor Dongan, 
whereby ha euipwered him, with the adyice aid consent of the Council, 
or major. 1)art  of them, "to make constit4te, ad ordain Laws? Statutes, 
and Ordinances for the publick peace, welfare 4 good Government of our 
said Pro -ince and of the people and Inhabdants hereof." [For commission 
and Insti'uCtlon, see PP.  177-8.] In the instrtictions accompanying the 
cornniissloa, the; governor was directed "to Declare Our Will & pleasure 

that ye sail Bill or charter of Franchises bee forthwith repealed & dis-

allowed." (Tills was the charter of Liberties ind privileges, which had 
already been vetoed.) . The instructions furth r provided that all other 

Laws, Statutes & Ordinances already made, cntinue in force until new 

laws were enacted; that copies of new laws be transmitted to the King 
within three months for approval or disappro'al; that laws disapproved 

were to ;be vokl from- thenceforth; and that Inenacting laws the style of 

'nnctin4 the same be by the Governor and fun cil. [See Instructions. 

i! 
 

The governor and council met December t, 1686. His Excellys In-

structioñs being read and considered It Is "Ordered,  that all the hranchps 

of the TeTenuLs & all other laws that have hen gassed since the yeare 
NS-3 except such as his Mfitle has repealed r maine & continue as t4y 
now art till further eonslderacon." 

a council held Februnry 24. 1687, were ,passed "An act for ye de-

fray1ng ye necessary charge of the' Govern ent." and "An net about 

privateers." At a council held March 17. 1 7, was passed a "Bill to 

prevent frauds," At it council held .Tu e 14. 1687, were passed 

"Bill fr raising of-1 pence pr pound of ev , mans estate for the de-

frnytng ye expences for the good of. the provi e In England," "Act about 

settlement:" "Act about mortgages:" "Bill or plad1ngs &c. to be In 

EnglIsl:" and "Bill eoncyernelng Excise of nmm." At a council held 

Augns2O, 1687. was passed "The Bill for Ra seing it penny In ye pound 

nut of y

11 

 e Estafeq of ye ffreeholdrs & Inhabi ants of 'e KinL Queens, 

Pukes !& Duteheses Countys the Countys of Rtphmond. Orange, West- 

L. 
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chester & Suffolk." At a council held September 2, lUST, was passed 

"Bill to Raise one halfe penny per pound ott' all persons Estates in the 

Cittys and Countys of New York and in ye County of Ulster." At a 

eouncil held September 22, lUST, was passed " Bill for Naturalizing Daniel 
1)uchernin and other ffren('h persons;' At a council held October ii, 1687, 

was passed Bill to prevent ifrauds and abuses in his Majties Excise by.  
Ordinary Keepers." At a council held October 25, lUST, the tax on Runini 
was continued for three years. At a council held May 17, 1088, were 
passed "An act for raising the sumo of two thousand five hundred and 
fifty-five pounds six shillings by or before the first day of November next," 

and "An act for continuance of ye judges Sallary) of the Court of Oyer 
and terminer." At a .c'ounc-il held July 30, 1688, it was ordered that fur-
ther proceedings towards collecting the levy of 2535 14. Us be suspeudeti 
until further order, 'At a council held August 2, lti&S, was passed "An act 
to prohibit shewniakers ifroin using ye mistery of tanning Hides." This 

was the last act passed (luring the administration of Governor Dongan. 

[For full report of Proceedings of council during this period, see intro-
ductory note by E. B. OCailagh,i to journals of legislative Council of 
New York, pp. 17-23.] 

A change in the govej'nneflt-jf the Colony had been determine1 on in 

Englani. The entire country from the St. Croix to the Delaware was 
eonsoji(latpd under r.ne governIn 	and Sir Edmund .&n(lros was a- 
pointed governor. [See Commission and Instructions,, l)P. 216, 217.1 So 
far as the making of laws was concernel the powers conferred on Andros 
were substantially the siarne as those possessed by Governor Dongan, Tie 

gorernor and conn(il were continued as the law making power, and law' 

so passed were to continue in force until (h1sappIove(1 by his maestv. 
Andros rh-ed. in New York early In August. and on August 11th, New 
York wa annexed to New England At a council held August 29, 1US, tha bill for levyinr 23.5 L. Us, which had been suspen(le(l by the Dongan 
I'onncjl. was ordered to be fully executed. Thus things eontinueI until 
the accession of 

William of Orange to the English thrOne, when Jacob 
Leisher usurpcl control of the c'o1on1i government and on February 20. 
I (P0

. lssueqj writs for a new assembly. All the counties except Suffolk 

(hose representjveq The Assembly met in April and passed the fol-
lowing bill: "An act to raise throughout the government three pence in 

every pound, real ani personal, to he paid the first of June." [See p. 
21.] The Assembly adjoued until September. 

On October 2 was TO'sed  
"An not for raising three pence in the pound of all Real. and 

r'rsonnl visible estate 
of all and singular the Inhabitants of this province 

to he levied In .Tannar- And March next." [See P. 219.1 Oetoher fourth 

was passed "A bill for Amereing and fining all persons within this province 
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of New York refusing to serve in commission pf Clviii or Military power 
within ad Province under his Majties Lieut Governor of the province 
aforesaid & that none Inhabitants of ye Cit -  & County of Albany & 
Ulster leave or Depart the city or Countys aforesaid without spetlall 

Lycense of the said Authority or Carry out of or transport from said 
Ilaces any Wares or Merchandises except such hereafter exprest." [See 

p. 219.1 
In the meantime Henry Sloughter was apointed governor of New 

York by commission, dated January 4, icooi [For copy of portion of 
Corn., see p.  221], and on his arrival in New york Leisler was tried, con-
demned and executed for treason. 

The commission of Governor Sloughter athorized the ca1ling of a 
Legislative assembly, and on March 20, the dy after his arrival in New 

York, writs for the election of representatives to the new Assembly were 
issued. Pursuant to this call the new Assei4bly  met April 0. 1091, and 

from that date until the Revolution, the reprsentatives of the people in 
General Assembly participated in the making of laws for the government 

of the Colony. 

There has been consi(leralie liseussiou a to whether the laws and 

statutes passed before 1001 continued of force within the colony. [See 

note by Robert Ludlow l-'owler, to "FacSimile of the Laws and Acts of 

the General Assembly &c of New York, as pinted and sold by William 

Bradford, 1004," published by the Grolier C.h'b of New York. at p. 78ff.] 

The discussion was provoked by the following resolution of the General 

Assembly, passed April 24, 1091: Upon an iformation brought Into the 

House, by Several Members of the House, heciaring. That the several 

Laws made formerly by the General Assemh-, tlfl(1 his late loyal High-

ness, James Duke of York, &c. 

"And 'also the several Ordinances or reputd Laws made by the pr 
ceding Governors and Councils, for the Ruleof their Majesties Subjects 

withinthis Province, are reported amongst 4 people, to be still in force. 

Resolved, Nemine Contradicente, That all th4 Laws consented to by the 
General Assembly, under James, Duke of Yerk, and the Liberties and 

Ptiv11ees therein contained, granted to the !people, and declared to be 
their Rights, not being observed, and not rtified and approved by his 

Royal Highness, nor the late King, are nuli void, and of none effect. 

nd air  the several Ordinances made by the Lite Governors and councils,  

heing:c,ontrnry to the constitution of Englard. and the practice of the 
governent of their Majesties other pthntht1ois In America. are likewise 

will, 41d, and of none Effect nor Force wltbn this province." 

It dos not se m reasonable, however, that 'any resohition of the Gen-

eral AsernhT;, 1thout the concurrence of tbe council ncI 
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could operate to repeal former legislation. In fact the laws and statutes 
theretofore passed )are expressly recognized as of force by the commission 
to Governor Sloug'hter, which directs him to execute his trust according 
to such reasonable Laws and Statutes as now are in force." 

As to the acts adopted by the Leislei' Assembly, a different construction 
may apply, The Assembly was called without a semblance of royal au-
thority, the former authority to Governor Dongan having been revoked 
and the biw making power reposed in the Governor and council. Withdur 
the sanction or confirmation of the King, it seems probable that such acts, 
adopted by an irregular assembly and approved by a rebel Governor 
were without the force of law. 

By his commission from the king, Governor Slotghtej', with the consent 
of the council and Assembly, was invested with "full power and au-
thority to make, constitute and ordaine Laws, Statutes aiid ordinances 
for ye publique Peace, welfare and good Government" of the province, 
but such laws, statutes and ordinances were to be "agreeable unto the  
Laws and Statutes of this our Kingdome of England." Copies were to be 
transmitted within three months for royal approbation or disallow. 
anee ind duplicates by the next conveyaUce. If - disapproved the, 
were to be void; hut until disapproved, they were to have full force and 
effect. The governor was given a negative voice in the makinganti pass- 
ing of all Laws, statutes and ordinances. 	[See copy of commission, 
P. 221.1 The King acted on laws transmitt1 to him through the privy 
council until 1696 and after that date, through the Board of Trade. 

ThIs was substantially the methed of enacting laws until the Rvolutjon. 
Theoretically the government of the colony consisted of three depart-

ments: the Governor, or in case of his death, the lieutenant governor, the 
council and the general Assembly. The governor and lieutenant governor 
were a • nteti by the crown. The members of assembly were elected 
by the p pie of the several counties pursuant to writs Issued by the 
governor. The council originally consisted of not to exceed ten "prudent 
persons" Inhabiting the colony and were appointed by the royal gover-
nors in pursuance of their commissions [See instructions of Governor 
Andros, July 1, 1674, Doe. Rel. to 'Col. Hist- of N. V., III, p. 218; In-
Rtractions to Governor Dongan, .Tan. 27, 1683, Doe. Rel. to Col. Hist. of N. 
V., III, p. 831.] May 29, 1686, Governor Dongan was instructed to call 
together the council, and the members, consisting of seven, were xamed 
therein. ISee Doe. Rel. to Col. Hist. of N. 	p. 369.]  By commission 
to,lThvernor Dongan, dated June 10, 1686, the Governor was authorized 
to nspend members of the council. Vacancies were to be notified to the 
crown and filled by the Crown. Three members were made a quorum, 
and the commission states that a council shall have seven members in It. 

'HISTORICAL 'NOT. : 
I,  

Vacancle wer to be' filled temporarily by the governor. [See commis-
sion to Governor Dongan, Doe. Rel. to Col. Hif t. of N. Y. III, p.  377.] 
In instrutlons to Governor Andros, April 16, 1M, forty-two councilors 
were named. even members were made a qu rum except upon extra-
ordinary merenëies, when five were sufficien Vacancies were to be 
filled by 4the qrown, from twelve persons no mated by the governor. 
The govenor was given the power of suspensipn, but all eases of sus-
pension 'cere to be reported to the crown, with answers to khe charges. 
[See Doe; Rel. to Col. Hist. of N. V., pp. 544.] The instructions to 
Governor iSlouhter, named twelve councilmen. I 'ive members were made 
a quorum except upon extraordinary emergencies. Vacancies were to be 
filled by Ihe crown from six persons "men of aility and not n'ecessitous 
people or much in Debt," nominated by the Go1ernor. [See Doe. Rel. to 
Col. Hist of N. Y., III, p. 68] The instructions to Got'egnor Fletcher, 
dated March 7, 1692, are substantially the sam as those iven 

ed 
t 
s 

to Gov- 
ernor Slobghter, except thaLfifteen councilmen fare na 	[Doe. 	i. to 
Col. Hist of N. V., III, p. 8181, whIle his comn1ssion directed hat e 
council shall consist of seven persons. [See Doe. Rel. to Col. Hit. of . 
-V., III, p.  828.] As a matter of fact, the councilj under Governor Fletcher 
consistec1of more than seven members. It willbe thus seen that during 
the early history of the colony, the numbeo1 members of the council 
varied under differe±gpvernors and in àccordince with different com-
missions and instructlons'.from the Crown. - 

The GOvernor presided at;,the early sittings f the council, voted as a 
member f the body,  and in case of a tiega+e the casting vote, thus 
possessn uponlegislative questions two an sometimes three votes. 
This continued until 1735, when the matter was brought to the attention 
of the Bbard of Trade In England, by which jit was decided that tlls 
action 	the governor was inconsistent with hs commission. The gov- 
ernor 'c4as accordingly notified that the councilisat in two capacities, as 
council to advise his excellency, In which case hfr was to sit with It,— and 
also as third part of the Legislature, In whkli case he was to neither 
sit nor vbte wihthe council. From 1735 the iouncil was presided over 
by, a spaker who in accordance with, a starkiing rule of the council 
adopte4 October 20, 1736,'was to be the eldest councillor present. 

Conftson ha smetimes arisen in the use of e terms "Assembly" and 
"sessio n of the - Assembly." An Assembly con I.Inued until dissolved by 
the gojenor. AsessIon coptinued until prorogued by the governor to a 
date fi4ed, the same members meeting at the next session of the same 
Assemll'. A session of the Assembly might be adjourned without eon-
stitutin the next meeting a new session. 
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M 	 A. Collin, Isaac H. Maynard,1  and Eli C. Belknap 
were Oomixiissioners of Statutory Revision whn the act of 1891 
was passed,roviding for the republication of te colonial statutes, 
and the work now nearly completed was begun lunder their general 
siipervisioii. 	Messrs. Maynard and Belknap were succeeded by 
I )aniel Magone and John J. Linson. When t ie present ommis-
sioners assied the duties of their oce early in he year 1895, they 
found that the work of copying the colonial laws1 was completed and 
some of the earlier portions were already printd. Great care has 
been take o obtain an accurate copy of the ljws, as required by 
the statute4 All of the work was compared twice with the original 
l)Cfbre beig pHned, and has been thorouhlv bompared and veri-
fied since. Almost the entire labor of compa1ing, verifying and 
reading proof, as ivell as a large part of the coping, has been done by 

Elizabeth A. Caoll, Cathe M. Clancey, Katharine A. Lewis 
and Grace 	who became experts in the di cult work of pre- 
paling a vrbati copy of the early manuscript 	William C. 
iningharn, ichael Danaher, Charles C. Dickins n, Owen L. Potter, 
}rak B. 1bert, William OConnor, May L Waite and Mabel 
fern have 41so reidered valuable assistance at di erent stages of the 
rork.Robert C Cimrning, Esq., of Albaiy, . Y., chief clerk of 

the Cornmiion,jn experienced lawyer and 'a th rough student, wa 
given special cha-g of the work. He exami ed every available 
nurce of i4ormaiop, in an 4srt to furnish an accurate reprint of 

the early lis1atin and also'ñd great care in the preparation of 
the notes tthe lwas well as the foregoing g eral notes and the 
index. Tlse vqlunes; prepared under his supervision, and em-
lodyrng tlef resu'ts of his exhaustive reserch, contain a substan-
tially corn 1te hito.y of colonial legislatio in Tew Yprk, and are 
an. inalua le add tion to the legal 1iteratur of t e Stat€. 

CHARLES Z. L NCOLN, 
• 	WILLIAM E. HNSON, 

• 	. 	 A. JTTDD NOR HRUP, 
H 	• 	 • 	Comm iionrs. . AL3A?1'QCf0brr, 1896. 
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION, 

TUE Public Records of the State of NewLYOrk are, chiefly, in the office of the 
Se'Sretary of State at Albany. They are as various in their character as they are 
voluminous in their extent. Most of them relate to and illustrate the History of the, 
Stite; and without them no accurate or detailed knowledge of that history can be 
gained. 

* 	Previou to the American Revolution' the seat of4he Colonial Government was 
thd city of New-York, and the public records of the Province were kept there. They 

extnded btck to a very early period after the first settlement of the country. The " 
most anciert of them were in the Dutch language; and they related to the affairs of 

: New Netherland, as New-York was called while it was a Colony and Province of the 
United Provinces, from soon after its discovery, in 1609, to its surrenderto the English 
in 1664. These Dutch records, however, are incomplete.. It is known that the early 
Provincial authorities recorded their transactions with care; but, unfortunately, with 
the exception of some entries of lands, the oldest of which is in 3630, none of the 
recrds of Director Minuit's administration, from 1626 to 1632, n4r of Director Van 

Twifler's, from 1633 to 1638, have been preserved. The series of ppers,.howevér, is 
tole'ahly &mpletc during the time of Director Kieft, from 1638 to 1647,, and of 
Director Stuyvesant, from 1647 to 1664. 

After the,surrender of New Netherland, in 1664, the records of the Province of 
Nc*-York were kept in English, and were preserved in much better condition than 
the lfragmcii.tary archives of the Dutch 'perio.L Those relating to lands and. local 
tranaetionR, however, are generally far more porfect than those affecting the political 
.histry of the Province. This was, no doubt, owing to the practice which prevailed, 
to ai great 6xtent,' with the British Colonial Governors, of, retaining in their own 
perabnal cutody the correspondence between themgelves 'and their superiors 

. 	 .• 	 . •. 	 . 
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England. But the chief cause of the deficiencies in the public records of New-York 

S. 	 may be traced to the vicissitudes which marked its annals in the transfer rf so'ereigty 

5. .' . 	from Holland ,t Ergland, and ii the assumption of sovereignty by the Colonists in 

the Revolution. 	 I 
Upon the full organization of the State government the city of Albany became the 

/ 

	

	
capital,: and the Colonial and Provincial records —other than 1those relating to the 

municipality of the metropolis— which had formerly been kept in New-York, wer 

removed thither. The pressing concerns  of a new and impoverished Commowealth .•' 
S 

for a long time prevented much thought being given to those silent and fading 
5 	

memorials which recorded the events of the, earlier d'ays of the State. 

S 	
Yet, tlere were many who locked upon historical inquiry in its true light, as an 

incentive to progress and an aid to patriotism. They felt that too little was ,known . 

	

	
of the ol(ien times of New-York, and that especially the hlf century during which It 

was a distant dependency of Holland was the "dark.period" in its history. 

A. few prominent citizens accordingly assembled, on the oth of November, 104, in' 

the ity of New-York, and agreed to fork themselves int a Society, "the pinèipal 

design of which shoukT be to collect and preserve whatever may relate to the natural, 
civil, or ecc1esiasticil history of th\e United States, in general, and 1oft.his State iii 
particular." This was the origin of the NEW -YoRK I-IIsToRrcAL SoclErv, which, on 

the 10th. day of Februarr, 1809, received a special Act 'of Incorporatiofl from.. the 
Legislature., The members of the Society immediately took steps' to accomplish the • 

high purposes of their association; and soon' collected a valuable library of printed 
S 

	

	 books and manuscripts. At length time time carn when it was thought that the 

attention of the State authoiities might judicioñsly be drawn to the mpornce of the 
objects for which, especially, the Society had been organized At its request, DE WIT'r 

S ZIWrON, then its VicePreident, accordingly prepared the following memorial, whiôh 
s presented to the Legislature at its session in 1814:'m 	 .• 	

' 

I 	 •, 	. 	 1 

"TO THE hONORABLE THE LEMLSLATtIItE OF THE STATE OF NEW-YORK. 	I 
The Memorial of the New - York. Historical Society most rcspectfully represents: 	•' 	

• 

"That this Institution was established for the purpose of, acquiring and promoting a know- 
S 

	

	 ( ledge of the natural, civil, literary andecciesiastical history of Atierica, and more partióula1y, 
of this State. The attainment of objects flo various, comprehensive and inportant, reqLuiri 

- - 	 S 	 such extensiveness of information, puch profundity of reearch, suàh exertion of industry and 
S 	 S 	such liberality of expense, is unquestionably beyond the mean--iil the faculties of any mdi- 

vidual, however he may be endowed with the gifts of fo'rtune'aigtius, and whatever may 
be the extent of his enterprise, activity and influence. . AssociaTons, comprehending a mss • 

S 	 5 	 ., 	 • 	

5. 	
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information and t;tlent, and emhiacing not only the disposition but the ability to promote 
kinowledge, are essentially necessary to crown with success any important undertaking of this 
nhture. With these motkçes, and for these objects, this society was formed. A liberal and 
eilightened Legislature, jutly appreciating its importance, granted it.a charter ófincorpora- 	( 
ton; and it now only remains for them to complete the important work which has received 
their approving voice, by an extension to this society of a portion of that munificence. whièh, 
We are proud to say, charcterizes the legislation of this State. 	

. 	

I 

"During the short period of the existence of this society, we have devoted no incoisidera-
ble portion of time, attention and money to collect books, pamphlet, manuscripts, maps, 
njedals, find other materials, which may tend to illustrate and complete the great outlines of, 
oUr history. This collection, on account of the number, the variety and the rarity of its 
objects, may be safely valued at ten thousand dollars. If, in the infant state of the society, 
wlithout public patronage, and without any other excitement than a desire to be useful, a 
h9mble contributors to the great stock of, human knowledge, we have been able to accomplish 
so much, what might we not effect if public bounty should be united with individual contribu.. 
tion, and if the countenance of the Legislature should stamp a value upon our researches, and 
enable us to dispel the clouds which envelope the history of our country? 

U 	
It is well known to your honorable body that America has been settled principally by the 

Ehglish, the Dutch, the Freich, the Spaniards, and the Portugtese. The Swedes at one 
). priod planted a Colony on the Delaware. Tle Danea also have ocupied islands iii the West 

Jddies;'and several islands between Asia and America derive their population from Russia 
. and its dependencies. How important and how necessary is it to procure books which have 
ben written in those countries, illustrative of the affairs of Arierica. It is well known that 
many manuscripts are buried in the archives of State, or in the libraries of public bodies, 
which might be transcribed, and which would shed new light on our history. The Biblio-
theca Americana, published in Eigland, imperfect as it is, ifl(liCates what invaluable and 
udexplorel treasure8 for our historians may be obtained in that country. . 

I" But we wOuld beg leave to solicit the attention of the Legislature more particularly tol the 
history of this S.tate. It is unnecessary to descant upon the imperfections of its natural 
history. 	'VhoIe departments of this science have been almost entirely ifeglected; the powers 
o' observation and investigation have not been applied to elucidate and explore them; the' 
dstructiv hand of time is rapidly sweeping into oblivfon many importnt objects of inquiry; 
ahd what fright now with facility be rescued from oblivion,'Ihe flight of afew years will place 
hyond th, reach of human power. 	 . 

"Thecvil history of this State may be divided into four parts: . 	 • 	. 
I. WFen occupied•.by the aborigines. 

If. When under the government of the Dutch, which was about half a century. 
"III. It state under EngianJ, which continued about one hundred and twelve years, and 	• 

whch includes the proprietary government of the Duke of York, and its government 
uner the Kings of Great Britain, excepting about sixteen months, when it was 
repmsessed by the Dutch,  

"IV. Ad, lastly, its pohiticbl existence as a member of an independent government.. 
"Beforel the lapse of many years, the remnant of the Indian nations which now inhabit the -. 

Sate will xperience the fate of all sublunary things. The few antiquities of the country,tho - 
• firtA and the tumuhi, which may now be easily explored, will be effitced by the extension of 

	

.1 	• 
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cultivation. The natural history of the man of America, disfigured and perveted ad hO has 
been by European intercourse, may still be obtained to a considerable extent; his language' 
maybe put on record, and his traditionS may beperpetuated. 	 / 

"As, before the Revolution, the Colonies of France and Great Britain were conected by 
vicinity, by treaty, by trade, and by continual and habitual intercourse with t\Five Nations 
and other Indians which occupied this,  State, we can obtain valuable materials to illustrate this 
important period from the libraries and public collections of those countries. Many learned, 
elaborate and interesting works have never been seen in Ameca; some are so scarce that they 
cannot be procured without the expense of transcribing; and papers of great moment have 

neyer been printed. 	 I  
" The regular minutes of the transactions of the Indian Commissioners for this Colony, from 

1675 to 1761, as kept by a secretary employed for the purpose, were, bound up in four large 
folio volumes. This invaluable collection, and the subsequeht Colonial records'relative to 

	

. / 	
Indian affairs, are not now to be found in this State; and they were probably conveyed away 
by Sir John Johnson, or his agents, at the commencement of the Revolution. The loss of' 
these documents would prothice a chasm in our history that could not be supplied; and we 
hope that they may still be retrieved. Our concerns and negotiations with the Indians, sinc 
our existence as a State, have not been pre1served in regular and complete order. They are 
scattered among the bureaus of our chief magistrates or are buried in the voluminous files of 
the Legislature. 	 •• 	' 	' 

"To obtain materials for the Dutch portion of our history, comp'rising an interesting period 
of half a century, we must have recourse to the papers of the Dutch West India Company, 
and to the archives of the then government of that nation; to the Dutch records of some of 
our coiinties,,and in the office of the Secretary of State; to the public offices in the neighboring 
Colonies, with whose governments the Dutch had negotiations; and to several books pubflshed 

- 	 in tle Dutch and Latin languages, relative to this country, and which are scarcely known to 
us. The darkness Which hangs over this branch may be perceived in the History of New- 

. 	York, written by William smith, a work which skims lightly over this interestpg period, 
leaving it almost entirely unnoticed. 	 .. 	. •, 

p To supply that part of our history when we were subject to Great Britain, the iost 
vrluable materials may be obtained from various sources. From Chalmers' PoliticalAnnals it 

. 	appears that there are many manuscripts in the Plantation Office, eptitled 'New-York Entries 
and 'New-York Papers.' We find in the catalogue of manuscripts preserved in the British. 
Museum,' some writings that refer particularly to this State; and, in the catalogue of books 
belonging to that jnstitution are preserved many works concerning America, in the 'Dutch, 
English, French, Spanish and Latin languages,, affording a fund of information important and 

- 	 . 	inestimable. We also know that there are many interesting books and manuscripts, relative to 
this country, in the librttry of the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in America; tIkd, 
perhaps, much important information may be obtained from the public offices in Canada. 	'\ 

The history of our country, since the commencement of the Revolutionary war, is in a' 
bettor state of preservation; but even here, how many interesting events are, passing into 
oblivion, how many important facts are distorted and misrepresented, how many illustrious 
achievements are forgotten or neglected. Documents that may illuminate the obscure, explain 
the doubtful, and embalm the memories of the good and the great, may now be drawn from 
their dark abodes, where in a few years they will be fQrgotten or lost. Letters of diatingui8hcd 

'S 	•• 
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ndividunls, fugitie pamphlets, perishable manuscripts, ought now to be obtained and preserved., 
'the 4mb is precious, and not a moment should be lost. 

'Ihe only history of this member of the Confederacy is that of William Smith, which is 
brought flown to the year 1.732. Is is too much to say that the most itnportantis the worst or 
least described part of the Union? 

"Anxious, as We are, to explore these sources of intelligence, and to collect these ample 
materiaI; yet we feel that the want of funds presents an obstacle that can only be surmounted 

I

by the liberality and public spirit of the Legislature. We have done much, and we are willing 
to do more, in order to preserve the history of the State from oblivion. We are influenced by 
no othet14 motive than that of elevating the character and promoting .the prosperity ofa 
communty to which we are bound by every tie that is deemed precious and sacred among 

I

men. Aind let it not be said that the exigencies of £he times and the pressure of a foreign *ar 
render it inexpedient to apply the public bounty to this object. The State is rich in funds, 

l
rich in ci1edit and rich in resources; and she ought to be rich in liberality and public pint. 
Genuineigreatness ne'er appears in a rnçr resplendent lig1t, or in a more sublime attitude, 
than in that buoyancy of character which rises superior to danger and difficulty; in that 
magnanimity, of soul which cultivates the arts and sciences amidst the horrors of war; and in 
that comprehension of mind which cherishes all the cardinal interests ofa country, without 
being distracted or diverted by the most appalling considerations. 

is We, therefore, most respectfully solicit; the favorable notice of the Legislature, and we 
confidently hope that the result will be au'spicious to the interests of literature and to the onor of our country. 

"NEw-YoRK, January, 1814." 

I' 

This memoria4' of the IJlistorical Society was received with great favor by the 

Itegislature, which, with a liberality that has always belonged to the State of New- 	• 
York, passed two acts on the 13th and the 15th of April, 1814, recognizing, in the 

most gratifying manner, the claim of the Institution to the regard of the representatives 

of the people. Public attention was now drawn more distinctly to the condition of the 

archives of the State. 'I hey were found to he in great disorder, and ihe necessity, of 

some arrangement and classification of them was conceded. The. Dutl records, 
especially, being in a generally unfamiliar language, provision was made for their 
translation, and Dr. FItANCIM ADRIAEN VAN DER KEMP, a learned II'óllander, was 
appointed by Governor CLINTON to perform this service, which he accordingly did. 
His tranilations, forming twenty-six volumes, are' now known and generally quoted as 

the "Albahy Records." A concurrent resolution was also passed by the Legislature at 

their session in 1819, authorizing the Secretary of State, under the direction of the 
Governor,to cause to be hound and arranged finch of the records as he might think 
expedient. On the 4th of January, 1820, Mr. J0IIN VAN NESS YATES, then Sedretary 

' State, submitted a Report to the Legislature, detailing the steps he had taken in 
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-A carrying their resolution into effect, and COUtaiIflflg an interting and elaborate 

syfloj)SIs of the several divisions aiid the specific character of the public records in his 

custody. To this Report was appended a g 	tl 	I f the Dth Clonial eneral Ctaogue, ., of 	ucp  

Records; II., of the English Colonial Records; and III., of the State Records; and 

from this statement it appeared that there were at that time in the Secretary's oflice, 

altogether, GGI books, 324 maps, and 900 bundles of PaPers. 

But tiiough the Report of Mr. S 	tary YATES and the translations made by Mr 

VAN DE Kit' had undoubtedly served to enlighten the public mind as to the 

historical value and importance of the arc1nves of the State, there was still gre.t 

misapprehension in regard to their actual extent and character. Apparently uiheeded, 

and allowed to moulder in neglect, a very large proportion of these 0 records yet 

remained in bundles, which were deposited in boxes or hidden in almost inaccessible S 	

/ 	corners in the old State hall, without any proper arrangement or mcas for their 

convenient examination. f't is not Surprising, under these circumstaricesj.that while, 

on the one hand, the public archises were known to be defective in ma4r important 

respeOts, on the other hand the State should have been supposed to beless rich in 

historical records than it really wa; and that the attention of those whose minds 

' had long been given, to the subject should have ben earnestly directed towards the 

best means oT securing and increasing the literary property of the people by addiiig 

to it those materials for the illustration of their history which were preserved in the 

offices of European governments. T lie ilicorne of the deposit with the State of certain 

surplus moneys of the Fed era government, having then recently been set apart for the 

promotion of public educition, it was thought by many that a portion of thiA revenue 
S 	

might be properly applied towards the accomplishment of the object which had been 

originally suggested to the Legislature in 1814, in the memorial of the New-York 

iitorical Society. 

AccordingIy, at a meeting of that Society on the 10th of April, 1838, a committee 

was ap1)Oillted to solicit iroin the Legislatuie an annual grant, out'of the income of the 

United States' Deposit Fuzu', to defray the expenses of procuring materials in Europe 

for the illustration of the history of the State. In pursuance of this action, a memorial 

was pesente(1 to the Legislature iii behalf of the historical Society; but cwinq to the 
lateness of the 1)eriod of the session, it was not judged CXpCdieI1t to press tl apphica

~l \0 
at that time. In the following December the Society again appointed a 4nimittee to' 
preent the' subject at Albany, with a viciv of procuring an a(lcquate apprdprlittion for 
the purpose or obtaining Copies of all the documents in the public oflices('of hlohlatid 

I; 
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and Eiiglahd relaing to the Colonial history of New-York. On the 8th of January, 
1839, M1 . JohN L. STEPHENS, from thiscommittee, accordingly reported the draft of 
the 'followng memorial, which wits adopted by the Society and ordered to be attested 

and (lelivered to the committee to be by them presented to the Legislature. 

"TO 'i'iii SENATE AND ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF NEWT-YORK. 

" The Mcrnqriçil of the New- Yorl Hitoricu5i Society rcspccfuliy represents: 	 - 	'- 
"That, by, the charter received from your honorable body, your memorialists were entrusted 

with the performance of certain duties, and partiëularly were bound to collect and preserve 
docunlents, Ipapers and evidences, and generally all materials relating to or in any.way afrecting 
the history of this State;: that, in the prosecution of this object, they have collected, and now 
hold in safii keeping, niflny interesting and important documents and papers, which, but for 
your memoialsts, woLld have been destroyed or lost. 	 - 

"And yoir memorihists represent that they have been advised by those who from offlcial 
station had znusual op'portunities and Jhcihities for making researches, and have learned from 
other sQurc4s on which they can rely, that there are now in the archives and public offices of 
holland and Englandmaily documents, letters, correspondences and papers, relating to and 

I)earingupoh and direètly connected with the events and prominent persons of our qolonial 
history andof our Wr of Revolution; which said documents, letters, correspondenc and 
papers cont in matterM in relation to the views .and purposes of those governments in\t ,ie 
treatinentof their Colony; the reports, opinins and advices of their Governors, Military Com'—
nian(lers, and other oil cers then resident here; the population, resources and general condition' 
of the, countky, and the character, temper and feeling of the people; all of- which were stu-
(hiously concealed frou the colonists, and to a great extent are still unknown in this country. 

"A-nd yo1r memorialists represent that the said documents, letters, correspondences—and 
papers ihlustate and eplain 'many uncertain passages in our Colonial history and our Wai of' - 
Revolution ; and that vithout them, or copies thereof, or access thereto, no true and perfect- 
history of this State cn ever be written. 	 S  

And your menioriahists represent that, under a sense of the importance of the trust reposel 
in them, and (leeply slicitous to procure this valuable addition to the niaterials now under 
their coritro!, they conider it their duty to make known to your horioralle body that their 
means are inadequate to undertake the expense attendant thereon.And they 'represent further--' 
tl,nt, event if they did possess the means, they do not believe they could, in theirowh name, 
accomplisi this object. The inspection of the archives of governments and the documents in 
public office is not granted on the application of individuals, or even of private asociations, 
but only on the requesti. of a high power. 

' And yoir memorialists represent that an inspection of the said documents, letters, 
corresponderces and papers would be permitted,, and copies thereof-granted, upon formal' 
application fr that purpose, made in the name and by the authority of this State. Your 
memoriahist entertain the belief, from the fict that such permission has been granted on the 	' 
application df other States of hur Confederaiy; and that an Agent appointed for that purpose 
by the Statelof Georgia is now in London, receiving every facility from the Departments of 
the E.11glish 1government.' 

H 	 - 
\ 
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"And your memorialits represent that the present is a most; favorable moment for such an 
application. It is a season of general peace, and great good feeling between our respective 
governments; and opportunities and facilities are now afTorded, in a spirit of the 'most 
friendly courtesy, which, in time of war, or even 'of a troubled political horizo1, would, be 
peremptorily refused. 	 '• 	 . 	, 

"And your memorialists represent that, in all probability, this is the only moment in which 
your honorable body will e called 'upon to give its aidin this matter, for it is only Iecause 
of the special trust reposed in your memorialists that they have deemed it their duty to ask 
the interposition of your honorable body; and, though all might consider it a proper Subject 
for the action of this State, its interest is too general and the prospect of success too remote 
to occupy the minds of ii'idividuals. Your memorialists do not believe that there will ever be 
a more favorable opportunity for renewing their request, and in all probability no such attempt 
will ever be made by others. 

"And your memorialiststelieve that it is worthy, the ambition of the Empire State to have 
under its own control the materials for writing its history. Already, in its rapid increase of 
population 'and rçsources, it 'stands as a wonder in the history of the world: in. a few years 
its changes will almost surpass human belief, and then, the smallest scrap wiich illustrates its 
former conditibn will be regarded as a precious memorial. Indeed, even s/ow it is precious; 
for—witl a full knowledge'of all that has been attempted upon this subjeql—yóur memorial-
ists repreaent"that the History of the State of New-York remains yet to be(writte. 

"To the end that' the 'Historian maycome to this work with all the advantages .which its 
importance demands, your memorialists pray 	, 	 '• 	. 

"That an appropriation be made by your honorable body, at its present session, for the 
purpose of defraying the expenss of an Agent, tO be sent, under the direction of this Society, 
in the name and by the authority of this State, to ask for and procure fro' ni the governments 
of England and Holland, if possible, the originals, and if not, copies, of all documents, letters, 
correspondences and,papers in tlieir archives and public offices, which relate to or in any way 
afFect our, Colonial history and our War of Revolution; and that 'the same, when procured, 
be deposited for safe keeping 'with 'your memorialists. 	- 

"P. G. STUYVESANT, 
"President of the New- York Historical Society. 

"JOHN C. JAY, 	, 

/ 	 ,• 	
"Rec. SecrctarV'of the New - York Historical Society." 

.-. 

This memorial was communicated to the Legislature, in the following message from 

the 'Govern'or to the' Assembly, on the 5th of' February, 1839: 

As I have the honor'to transmit a memorial from the New-York historical Society, prayi.rg 
for the passage of a law authorizing the appointment of an Agent to' visit Europe, to tra 

'scribedocurnenta remaining in the public offices of the governments of England and jiolland, 
illustrating the Colonial history of "this State. 	 • ' 	'. 	' , ' "N 

It would advance the' cause of free goverimeut throughout the world, and it is due t 
ourselves, tothe memory of our predepeasors, and to a- just regard for the rspect of 	sterity, 
that every inportant circumstance connected with the rise and progress of our 'ree ins itutione 
should be reorded and illustrated. 	, ' 	. 	 • 	' . 
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" It is btIieved that we have, hitherto, manifested a singular 1difference inregard to this 
object. The English government has made a munificent gilt to our State Library of records 
illustrating !the early history of that nation. Massachusetts has taken care to preserve the 
resources fdr her history, during the Revolutionary contest, by causing to be published the 
Journals ofher Colonial Congress. The State of Georgia has now an Agent in London, 
engaged in obtaining •copies'of the records belonging to that State. This State has certainly 
not less intdrest in rescuing and preserving the memorials of her Colonial condition. 

" I respetfully.commend the petition of The New-York Historical Society' to the favora- 
ble considtation of theLegislature. 	 . 	 . 

"WILLIAM H. SEWARD." 

This mssage of tl Governor and the accompaflying memorial, of the ITistorial 
Society w41e referred by the I-louse of. Assembly to a select committee, who,on the' 
19th of Fbruary, 1839, made the following report, by their Chairman, Mr. CHAPIN:; 

"That the subject of the communication and memorial has received- from the committee 
the attentin to which the opinion of the Executive is entitled, and which the objects of 
the' mernorklists seem to claim. 

"Theco'nmittee are agreed in believing with his Excellency that upon this subject 'wó 
have hitherto manifested a singular indifference,' and that 'it is due to ourselves, to the memory 
of our prececessors, and to a just regard fot the respect of'posterity, that every important 
circumstande connected with the rise and progress of our free institutions should be recorded.' 
Nor are their less united in believing that the annals of our Colonial history, now secured in 
the archived of foreign governments, would, if transcribed and made public, reveal facts of the 
greatest intrest to the State.  

"The mmorialist8 constitute the Historical Society of the State of New-York, and were 
chartered for the important purpose of collecting and preserving documents, papers, evidences, - 
and generally all materials relating to or in any way connected with the history of this State. 
In discharg of the duties thus imposed upon them, and in pursuance of the objects thus 
intrusted byl the Legislature to their care, they have been for many years ardently and faithfully 
engaged in 8ecuring from the wreck of time numerous and valuable memorials of our early 
history, whibh, but for their laudable efforts, would have been consigned to.oblivion. In the 

4 	prosecution 6f purposed so important and ennbbling, the memorialists, it should be observed, 
have been linited in their researches to our own country, while it is equally remarkable that 
a great mas of materials relative to our Colonial history are hid from view and secured within 
the offices d11 transatlaitic governments. Separated thus far distant from the most fruitful 
sourcs of information on this subject, it is but reasonableto suppose that their efforts have 
been mnterirlly restricted and their usefulness abridged. Superadded to this, there has ever 
existed a grqat difficulty, if not an impossibility, in obtaining access to the documents, papers, 
&c., so valurble in illuRtrating o,ur history, and which, if sought for, have eluded research from 
the want of that legislative sanction and authority now desired by your memorialistg. , 	S  

" lmpress9d with these considerations, and encouraged by the couqeel and inufience of the 
most distingiished of our citizens, the petitioners represent that they' are desirous to àbtain 	 S 
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the passage of a law by this Legislature, authorizing the appointment of ,  an Agent to 1.visit 
Europe, and, udder the sanction of legislative enactment, to transcribe the documentaiy papers 
there to be found, having reference to the history of this State. They further represent tht 
they have been advised by many, high in official stations, that there are great numbers of 
letters, reôOrds'and official documents in England, Holland and France, detailing the particulars 
of our primitive and Revolutionary history, and those relating to public and privategotiations, 
to distinguished individuals and influential associations, to the plans of foreign gov'ernments in 
their treatment of the ColQnis, to the character of our people, and to the nature an resotces 
of our arts and arms. And i1t is also represented, with like truth and force, as you committet 
believe, that at no period f our, history have circumstances been so auspicious for the 
prosecutioiiand successful issue of their purposes as those presented at this time. Not only 
are the relation's between the governments referred to and our own more intimate and better 
understood than heretofore, but the increased facilities of intercommunication, and the mutual 
dependencies of trade, and reciprocity of public and private favors are such as to render the' 
present truly propitious for the execution of the designs contemplated by the me'morialists. 

"The importance of' these facti has induced other Stttes and associated bodies to hecom 
enlisted in the extension ofi  similar objects; and,  it is reasonably inferred, the cornittee think, 
that the State of' New-York—behind none in her extent and population,. he'arts and her 
commerce, the productions of her soil, the interest and variety of her historical reminiscences, 
and the intelligence and public spiri.t of her citizens—will not, on this subject,'rehiain unfaithful: 
to her honor, her interests and her fame." 	 ' 

"Among the early Colonies and the people composing the inhabitants of our newly discovered 
country, none were more distinguished than New-York and its ente,rprisig citizens'; and up 
to the present moment it has continued to develope the elements of its greatress;" thus 
characteristiô p1 the Empire State. In the drama of our Coloniai ,and N'ational history, she 
was, and continues to be, proudly eminent. Her soil, her streams and her people are kriown 
to fame. History, faint as it is, reveals her crimsoned plains,, her bulwarks of military and, 
nval art,all(l the chivalry of her sons. The virtues, the heroism and the councils f her 
citizens were felt aid appreciated during the primitive Con(litiOn of ou common country, and 
while our united enrgies.were caljhyl 'foth in the cause f freedom. 1B'ut, though History has ' 
nodenied us the evidences or thes6 truths, y.et how much more may she not do for the honor 
of Jour State and the glory of our ancestors, #hen our own historians are admitted to all. the 
so1rces of her historic trenaures! ' 	 , 	' 	• • 	. 	. 

"It is'wortliy of remark that the only ostensive history of the. State of New-York was 
written by an Englishman, and dedicated to the Right Honorable 'George, Earl of Stanhope, 
Commissioner of Tr,ade and Plantations, &c. The' extent and character of th8 history.may 
be estimated from' the ccinfessi9u and announcement of the aUthor, in his declaration that it 
was ' lut a narrative,' and tha4 'it desñ'es not the name of history.' And further, in his 
dedication, that 'it was not prsented for his Lorlship's itformation,' as 'alL the world kn'w.

11 that the af1iirs of the British Colonies have bjen for several years past under his principai'\, 
direction, nn(l the wisdom of the rneasur?s  pursued for theiri prosperity and defence arc 
indisputable 'arguments of his adquaintance with their condition.'. 	 ' • 

11 'I'hus were the details of our Colonial history, and all the ' wisdom ' displayed in the 
government of the Colonica, presumed to have been condensed within the cranium of his right 
honorable lordship. 	 • 	 ' 	• 



Lc , 

GENERAL INTRODUCTION. xv 

The 'further uaeflIlness of the author to this Province and to posterity, it might be added, 
Was preniatirely arrested by his refusal to renounce his allegiance, to the Crown at the Most 4 
critical juncure of our history—his confinement at the 'Livingston Manor '—his triisportation 
to New-Yorlf. by General Washington, and his subsequent shipment to the land of his bitth 
and of his cboice. 

"From the Dutch history bf New Netherland,' a pamphlet published at Amsterdam,' may, 
in like manner, be grithered the fruitful events of our Provincial history up to the time of that 
elaborate wrk, eschewing, always, the veritable Kuic/cerbocAer.  

From a $iotice'of these particulars, it is submitted, by your committee, whether the history 
' 

of the State t1 New-York ought not to rest on higher and safer authority than that referred to, 
and wlietherht should not be written by one of her own citizens possessed of the materials, to 
be derived from the sources before mentioned, and from the researches and under the 
supervision of the State 1-listorical Society. 

)"During te period from 1609, when our shores were first discovered and our ioble river 
ascended by Henry Hudson, to 1614, and while as a Dutch Colony, up to 1664, and 	' 

subsequently,, as an English Colony, from thtft date to 1776, it was well known that the most 	•' 

intimate relations existed between the colonists and the mother countries, and that the 

numerous reords, documents and continuous correspondence of the governmental agents and 
others were, as they duly should have been, filed and preserved in the various offices of the 

respeètive g vernments. These 'related to thed'ècurrence. and cause of succasive events, to 
public officer8 and prominerit persons among the colonists, to the character aGd-productions of. 
our new coltry, and to the feelings and sufFerings of our virtuous and heroic ancestors. In 
addition to these, they related, at a later and still more interesting period of our, history, to the 	' 

events that brought about the War of Revolution, to the political 'views and acts of our people, 	
' 

to our condition And resources, to our councils, and to the policy of the parent government in 
conhection 4rith the reports and advices of military and naval commanders and civil and 
jUdicial officrs.. i 	 , 

Nor are the particulars here noticed to be obtained aoné from the archivea'of England 
and Holland1 The government of France is presumed

,
to be in possession of documentary 

paprs having reference to the part she took in our Revolutionary struggle, to her subsequen.t 	.' 

relations to, this country, and to 'the l"rench and Indian wars,' which by no means form the 
'least afl'ectinand important portion of our Colonial history.  

The mifjtary operations of the French in our State, their erection of fortifications at 
various point,.and the events which transpired—often tragical in their cliai'acter—eshould be 
subjects of 1i'ely interest With the desceidants from those who braved the toils and dangers  
inci4ent to tl4'eir defenceless condition and the merciless warfare of their enemies. 

	

W1 hile, t)ien, our Colonial history has been unequaled by that of any other Province hilts 	'. 

fruitfuness of incidents and in its relative importance to the. Colonies, your committee J lre of 
opinio i that it claims to be faithfully recorded; and thtt the efforts of the' memoriahista,to 
accompliah aJ work so desirable and useful, justly merit the sanction 'and patronage of the  
Legislature.  

	

"It may. nt be unimportant to add that, while the Colonial history of this State is seen to 	' 

be thus fraujht with local and general intereEt, it is characterized by the.exiatence of the most 
' 

singular relil~)ut a of rirt, the origin of which has hitherto brffled the inquiries of the philosophic 
u and crious, 	which reveal', the startling fact that, at al period long antecedent to al know- 

ledge of. our bneesors, it was signalized as the theatre of great and strange events. 	 -' 
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44 
Many of these, like the chronicles of our own times now sought to be saved from the 

same oblivious fate, are fast disappearing before the modern 'march of improvement' and the 
destructive influence of time, while others, if known to the early colonists, have stink into 

ruin and forgetfulness. 
"It appears to the committee, from a review of the subject submitted to their, examination 

and opinion, that -it would be worthy of the pride and ambition of -  our citizens to encourage 

the enterprise of the memorialists, and to secure for the State the materiils for its enlarged 
history. And your committee believe that no subject is calculated to ,inspire u "jith a 
stronger love of freedom and of country than the records, of the times and the chivalric deeds' 
of our fathers—those who gave us life, liberty, and a country made sacred by their blood. 
Ingratitude alone must be our apology in failing to cherish the memory and the anñal8 of their 
history. Nor is it less an obligation to our' predecessors1  than a duty to posterity, ihat we 

encourage the perpet.uity of their examples of virtue and of patriotism. 

( 	
"In the execution of the purposes set forth by the memorialists, and commended by the 

Governor, it is represented that two years should be employed, and.4 that an expenditure of 

$4000 may accomplish the work. 
"This amount, though less than that suggested by the inclination of the committee, has 

been deemed to be an adequate appropriation, which, while it may insure the successful issue. 
of. the enterprise, will not be thought unworthy the Empire State for the accomjlishment of 
an object which cannot fail to prove honorable to her fame. 

"With ,these views of the subject, the committee submit the accompanying bill." 

I 	 " 

The bill reported by the select comrittçe, havingduly passed bOth I-louses of the 

Legislature, was, signed by the Governor on the 2d of May, 1839, and is as follows: 
4 

"AN ACT TO 'APPOINT AN A(ENU TO PROCURE AND TRANSCRIBE DOCUMENTS IN EUROPE 
ItELATIVETO TILE COLONIAL hISTORY OF THIS STATE. 

( 	 - 	
"Jssn MAY 2, 1839.1 

" he  People of the State f New- York, represented in Senate and Asscmlily, do enact as follows: 

"Slci'LoN I. An Agent shall be appointed by the Governor of this State, by and with .the 
advice and consent of the Senate, to visit England, Holland.and France, for the pirpose of 
procuring, if possibl, the originals, and if not, copies, of alr"such documents and.papers, in 
the archives and offices of those governments relating to or in any way affecting the Colonial 
or othar history of this State, as he may deem important to illustrate that history. 

" 	2. The said documents and papers, when procured, shall be deposited in the office of%Ie 
Secretary of this State, subject to the lise or the State Historical Society. 	 .• 

3. A sum not exceeding four, thousand dollars is hereby appropriated for defraying the 
expenses or snid Agent." 

The words of this act are  very broad and rndeflnite, and they seem to liav\ been 

purposely lna(le so. Wha was evidently intended was, that the Agent shouldelect 
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and obtin, in Europe, liistoiical documents and papers, which, when procu'ed, were 

to be adiled to and form a part of the existing records of the State, at Albany. 1t0 

was necesarily invested with a large discretion; be was to procure as much additional 
matria las he could; and h 	 the comprehensiveyy  
restricti4i to such documents "relating to or in any way affecting the &loniai or 
other hitory" of New-York, as, in his own judgment, be might "deem important to 	 7 illustratef' that history. 

IJnder this law, the names of several gentlemen connected with antiquarian 

investigaions were suggested a.s fit 'nd proper to execute its duties; and in March, 
18407  ihd Historical Society, through its President, Mr. PETER A. JAY, addressed an 
official letter to the Governor, reminding him that two distinguished citizns of the State 
were thei representing the United States government abroad Mr. HENRY WHEATO, ,) 
at 3erlin1 and 'Mr. IIARMANrJS BLEECKER, at the Hague - whose public position wou]d 
give then superior facilities for research, and who would no doubt cheerfully superintend 

the execition of the contemplated work; and the Society accordigly recommended 

that one or the other of these gentlemen should be appointed Agent of the State. 

Varous 9ircumstances, howQver, delayed the execution of the act. At length, on the 

1th of 3anuary, 1841, nearly two years after the passage of the law, Mr. Joim 
ROMEYN 3RODIIEAD was commissioned as Agent. He had resided during the previous 
year in flolland, with Mr. BLEECKER, attached to the American Legation at the Hague, 
and was tjo some extent familiar with the peculiar duty he was expected to perform. 
In order, lboweiver, to avoid what was felt to be the chief inconvenience in the execution 
of his mision, namely, the procuring of duplicates of documents already in the posses-
sion of tFje State, the Agent spent several weeks in a careful examination of the prin-

cipal histrical records in the Secretary's office at Albany. They were.atthat time, to a 

great degif ee, in the comparatively unarranged and co'nfused cdndition already described; 

and the investigation of them was necessarily imperfect and unsatcsfactory. There 

was no caalogue of abstract sufficient to indicate their dates c,. contents. Notwith.. 
standing lihese unfavorable circumstances, copious\notes and memoranda were made by 
the Agenf, and everyprecaution was taken to seciiNe means to assist and guide his 
judgmentf as fai' as possible, when be should be engaged in his investigations in the / 
foreign atchives. 

Previoijs to his departure for Europo3  the Agent received the following instructions 
from the ovcrnor: 

0 	 ' 
• 	 ' 	

• 
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" 	 "STATE OF NEW-YORK, 

"ExxcuTIvE DEPARTMENT, 
"ALBANY, Marc/i 27th, 1841. 

"To J0uN ROMEYN BRODJIEAD, Esquire: 
The Legislature of this State having on the Qd day of May, 1839, passed an act for the 

appointment of an Agent to visit England, Holland and France for the purpose of procuring 
the originals or copies of such documents and papers, in the archives of those governments, 
relating to the Colonial ¶nd other history o this State as are important to illustrate, that 
history, and you having been duly appointed such Agent, and, being about to, proceed in the 
execution of. your duties, it seems to be proper that I should communicate to you the views 
entertained by the Executive in relation thereto. 

"This communication is t be regarded as advisory only. The language of the acts is quite 
indefinite, and was undoubt4lly designedly made so, in order to leave the Agent at-li.berty to 
exercise a sound and wise dicretion, according to the circumstances affecting the object of his 
mission. in recommending those objects to the Legislaturi, I observed -that their successful 
'accomplishment would advance the ôause of free government throughout-the world, and that 
it was due to ouselves and to the memory of 'our predeceSsors, and to a just regard for the 

- 

	

	respect of posterity, that every important circumstance connected with the rise and progress 
of our free institutions should be recorded and illustrated.  

"The general policy of the European *overnments towards their transatlantic possesakns 
has been heretofore studie4 by us chiefly fn the acts of their agents here, while its compara- 
tive-animportance in the domestic history f.t.j,dse States has caused it to be often overlooked 
or superficially treated byEur.opean historians. It is represented to us that there are now, in 
the aichives and public offices of Holland and England,nany papers relating to the events 
and persons pominent in our local history anterior to and through. the, Revolution. Among 
such papers may be expected to be fund reports, advices, nd other commnnications from'the 

"-' Coionial Governors,.MIitary.00mma11ders, the early colonists, and o'ther individuals resi.deit 

!Tere. 	 . 
' 	

• 	." The policy of France, in establishing her military positions upon this continent, U regarded 
. among the most important and interesting particulars of our history; and her long struggle to 
retain those positiOns exerci8ed' a great iifluence for a long period upon the condition, disposi-
tion and"purpose8 of the people of New-York. It is, I presdme, chiefly with ,a view to obtain-
ingauthentic evidence concening this pairt of our history that you are expected to visit that 

country. 
• 

	

	"1t would be highly interesting to obtain the. originals or copies of the instructions for- 
warded to the French and English Governors of Canada; to leirn the views which poee fq 11  se 
them, of a commercial, military or colonizing character; their expectations of the fubç 
growth of their settlements bordering upon the colony of New-York; their.expen'ditures and 
receipts; the nature and I extent of their alliance with the Indian tribes; and the history of 
their expeditions across the St. Lawrence, and.  of their posts upon Lake Ontario and the Riv. r 7 

' 

	

	Niagara, so far an developed by officini reports, or memorials from the foreign departments 
under whose administration these various operations took paco.  

"It will be equally important to' obtain in England the copies of those papers relating tb 
the occupation of the Colony, which are said to have been removed to the mother country, 
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together, with uch oThcial documents, memoirs and'tatistkal details as were doubtless corn-
municated from time to time to the British government by its agentsiere. Among these 
transactIons, the conduct of. Sir William Johnson, his agency with the Indians, his communi-
cations o his government, and his views as to the extension of the British power, would be 
particularly valuable. The expedition of Colonel Nicolls has.never yet been knowntous in 
all its &taihn The capture of the city of Albany, under his orders, has found as yet but a 
few lined on the pages of the historian. 

"The; Dutch records have furnished us with a vast amount of information relating to the 
Colony while in subo,rdination to the West India Company; but the official reports of Govern-
ors Van Twiller, Stuyvesant, Kjeft, &c., to the father-land, and the documents which must 
necessarily, have been communicated fom time to time by those zealous agents, are yet to 
become part of the materials of our history. 

"Manr details in relation to the patents, manorial rights, &c., and much informauon.relating 
to the Inklian trade, will no doubt be gleaned from the archives which may become accessible. 

"All these, as far as the appropriation will permit, after defraying your necessary expenses 
and the jrivate charges which will attend you in your various journeys, will become matter of.  
interest 10 you in your general investigations. 	 - 

"You are advised to proceed first to Holland, to ascertain what documents and. papers - 
require yiour attention there; then to proceed to England, and institute a similar eixmnatjon 
there. Iaving thus ascertained what will' be most important in those countries, yo\wiIl 
proceed to solicit the originals, or'tause transcripts to be made, as circumstances shall indibate. 
While this is going forward in those countries, you will have leisure to proceed to Paris, in 
performapce of your duties at that capital. 	( 

"You viIl from time to time report to the Execute of this State, and will be at liberty at: 
'all timeso heqk advice from him in regard to the tlscharge of the duties of your mission. 
You willLshir to the address of the Secretary of State' any books or parcels you deem it 
important to hesent to this country. 

"You vill be allowed at the rate of two thousand dollars per annum, payable quarterly, for 
your compensation, besides your travelingexpenses and disbursements for the purposes of your - 
mission. You have already received an advance of fifteeà hundred dollars. On rendering 
accounts 

fo  r one thousand dollars of that sum, you may draw upon the Comptroller for another, 
sum of ode thousand dollars in adva'nce, in like manner, and so on, accounting and drawig 
the extent of the amount appropriated in' the bill.  

"In testimony whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my namij  and cauèed the 
[L. .] 	great seal of the State. to be affixed, this twenty-seventh day of March, in the 

year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-one, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the sixty-fifth. 

"WILLIAM H. SEWARD." 

In pul-suance of his commission and instructions, Mr. r13ROD111AD mbarked for 
Europe + the first of May, 1.84 1. He commenced his investigations in the achives 

at the IIkgue ii the following summer; and for nearly three years was dilgent1y 	
• engaged n prosecuting his labors in the sevral Record offices ofHolland, Engl&Id and 	-• 

1. 

I 	 . 	 S 
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France. It was necessary, in the first place, to procure the official authority from the 

proper departments of government, withouV which the documents the Agent was in-
struckd to procure could neither be inspected nor copied.. In Holland and in France, 
the requisite permission was readily and liberally granted. But in England the official 

regulations were much more eriibarrassing. 
When, at length, fairly engaged in his researches, the Agent found himself 

surrounded with difficulties, which, though to some extent he hadJainicipated,' he had 

no means of entirely. overcoming.Among much that was alther new and of 
invaluable importance to the American historian, therewa.q also f 	in the atchives, 

especially of England, much that was more or less familiar. 	h the imperfect 

memoranda which he had been able to make of papers already in possessioi of the State, 
the Agent was constantly exposed to the chance. of copying duplicates; and the mere 

) 

	

	so, as he was obliged to make his selections upon. a prompt exercise of judgment, and 
without proper opportunities for comparison All documents, about which there wis 
no doubt were at once seleCted..for transcription; and, on the other hand, such as were 
positively known 4o be in existence at Albany, in a complete form, were passed by. 
But the temptation to secure everything in any' way illustrating our hi,story, of the 

actual possession - of which, by the State; there appeared to be any uncertainty, was ever 
as defined by the law, was to procure all such strong. The duty of the Aent,  

	

16. 	 documents, "relating to or in any way affecting the Colonial or othr history" of New. 

	

. 	'• 	' York, as he might "deem important to illutrate that history ;" and in executing this 

very comprehensive trust he. c,as instructed to use a 11 s9und and wise discretion."., It 

was thought that this discretion would be most advantageously exercised by securifig, 
while there was a favorable opportunity of4loing so, all papers coming within the terms 
of the law, the Ruppression or omision of which might, in the judgmeit of competènt 

. 

	

	14st9rical authority, leave incomplete thepublic rec9rd.s of the State. Moreover, 
was always considered that the object of the Agency was to add documents to the 

archivy of the State, and not to procure and prepare the materials of a work for 
publication. Besides, the existence of duplicates of documents from differet sources, 

-' 	.. 
 

-in' all publie colkctions of papers, is known to be- not only universal but oftentimeS 
desirble, as such duplicates tend to verification. The Agent accordingly thought it to 
1is duty rather to risk redundancy than deficiency; and in all caes of doubhe 

preferred to secure papers wth a- liberal hand, while it was in his power to do 
• 

	

	leaving the question of their rnlative importance and tleir entire publiation to be 
considered and settled afterwards, when ampler opportunity should be afforded for 
comparison and discrimination. 	 ' 	 •. 

-a- 
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Soon fter commencing his investigations in Euroje, the Agent found that, oving to 
the 1are number of documents discovered, and the, necessary expenses 	their 
transcrihion, the original appropriation by the Legislature would be insfl1cient, 

Reports were from time to time addressed to the Governq, who communicated them 
to the Legislature; an , further sums of three thousand dollars on the 11th of April, 
1842, and five thousand dollars on the 13th of April, 1843, were voted to defay the 

expenâesof the Agency. Having at length executed his duty as fully as he cotld, Mr. < 
BRODHEIIP retuçned home in the summer of 1844, and was occupied during the rest of 
that yeai in arranging and indexing the documents he had procured. These 'ormed 

eighty viumes, and were deposited in the office of the Secretary of State, at Albany, 
where thy now remain. 

Early 

detailed 

the Legi 

in 1845, the Agent presented to the Govei'nor his final report, giving a 
tatement of his 'proceedings and of their results, which was communicated to 
latiire in the following message: 	 - 

"EXECUTIVE CHAMBER, 
"ALBANY, 21 Feb., 184b. 

"TO THE LEGISLATURE. 	 . 

"1Hcre 4th I have the honor to transmit the final report of the Agent of the State, appointed in pursua4ce of the provisions of the act of the 2d May 
Docubient

, 1839, 'to procure and transcribe 
in Europe, relative to the Colonial history of this State.' The report presents a 

brief but very clear histoiy of the progress of the Agency, of the difficulties encountered, and 
of the geieral results accomplished, and will be read with the interest belonging to the 
subject. 

"My prbs8ing engagements have not allowed me time to make myself acquainted wth the 
documents which the Agent has secured, or with the expenditures whichhave been incurred, 
beyond thó statments of the report now transmitted; and I caniot, therefore, speakof the 
degree of 	realized from the establishment of the'.Agency, or.of the economy which 
has charac 

~uccess 
erized the expenditure of the moneys appropriated. 

"It willl be seen, from the closing paragraphs of the report, that the Agent i in advance, to 
meet the eXp6nse8 which have been incurred, over and above his own compensation, for the 
list portioki of the period of his service. His account is not submitted to me, but will of 
course, I pcsunie, be ready for presentation to the Legislature, whenever its action Ii. the 
matter shall require it. 

"The s4hedulcs of documents accompanying the report I have not found it possible to 
command the time even to read, although the transmission of the repbrt has .;been dlayed for some 4ys, in the hope that so much leisure rriight be -found. Any further delay would 
only abrid*e the time which will be allowed to the Legislature to make these examinations, 
and to take the necessary action to bring the Agency to a final close and the accounts of the 
Agent to 

if 

settleme, and liquidation. Ijence, the report and accompanying papers are 

I 
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transmitted without the information which enables me to make any recommendation, or 
even suggestions, as to the legislation,called for or the appropriations required. 

"SILAS WRIGHT. 
A 

"REPORT OF JOhN ROMEYN BROWIEAD. 

To His Excellency, SILAS WRIGHT, 

Governor of the State of New - York. 
SIR—I have. now the honor to lay before you a final report of my proceedings, as Agent of 

the State of New-York, under the act entitled "An act to appoint an Agent to procure and 
transcribe documents in Europe relative to the Colonial history of this State," passed May 2, 
1839, and of the results of my researches in the archives of Holland, England and France. 

Before, however, detailing these proceedings, 'it may not be out of place to refer briefly. 
to the circumstances which led to the passage of the act of the Legislature by which the 
enterprise now brought to a bonclusion was sanctioned. 

j 	This Agency is the result of the antiquarian spirit that has lately gained 80 much ground, 

( 

	

	in our country. That spirit, growing and freshening with the advance of years, has been 
greatly strengthened and fostered by the exertions of the New-ork HistoricalSociety; au 
institution which, it is but faint praise to say, has more than fulfihle4 the high hopes entertained 
of its future value and influence, by its projectors, in the year 18Q 	Exerting itself laudably 
in times of difficulty—struggling with adversity, and braving obstacles—its important 
objects gradually became appreciiited by the public; and in the year 1814 a methorial, drawn 
up by the late Governor Dc Witt Clinton', then vice-president of the socicty statiig in a 
clear and masterly manner the objects of the institution, wts presented to the Legislature, 
and was so favorably received as to induce the grant of tweJ.ve  thousand dQllars in aid of the 
funds of the society. Its library to this day renlains a noble rnonumenof the munificence 

of the 'State and of the liberality of individuals. 
In t\is memorial, the presdient mind of Clinton suggested, in efl'ect,,the measure which it 

was left t after days to see earned into execution. Referring to the gaps and deficiencies in 
our own existing records, the papers of the Dutch West India Company and the archives of 
the then. government of the Netherlands werd pointed out as the sources whence materials 
for the Dutch portion of our, hiory were to be obtained; and the records of the Plantation 

• 
0111ce (Board of Tracle)1in London, and the library of the British Museum, were also alluded 
'toll

as affording an important and inestimable fund of information respecting the period of our1  
Rubjction to the Crown of Great Britain. the public ofliceR in Canada, it was also suggested, 
might contain much of interest to our dstorians. But circumstances for a long time 
prevented any direct effort being 1madby  the society to obtain the favorable consideration 
of the subject by the Legislature, and it was not until the year 1838 that any formal steps 
were taken in the matter. In the month of April of that year, upon the motion of Mr. George 
Folsom, a memorial was prepared and presented to the Legislature, urging the importane 
of an investigation of European archives, f the purpose oç procuring those material for 'It 

' - 	 •. 	
"I illustration of our history which our o n State rcord could nt furnish; and praying 

) 

	

	
the State to: undertake, for the benefit of the Rople, an enterprise the society of their own 
means were unable to carry into execution. This memorial, however, was presented so near 
to the close of the session as to render it expedient to postpone further efforts till the neit 
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year; wlin, the subject having been clearly and forcibly introduced by a message from the 
Governor1 and its importance urged upon the'mcmbersof the Legislature by the zealous and 
unwearie4 attention of Mr. John L. Stephens, the late Mr. William L. Stone, and others, an act 
was passel, wilh great unanimity on the'2d May, 1839, authorizing the appointment of an,  Agent' 

to visit 1ngland, Holland and France, for the purpose of procuring, if 
possible, the originals, 

and if nct, copies, of all such documents and papers ih the archives and offices of those 
governmeits, relating to or in any way affecting the Colonial or other history of this State, as 
he may dem important to illustrate that history," and directing that the documents, when 
procured,be deposited in the office of the Secretary of State, at Albany, subject to the use of. 

 the State 4istorical Society. 

Undr this act I had the honor to receive a commission as Agent, on the 20th of January, 
1841. By the general instructions, in which the views of the Executive in relation to the 
duties of rhy mission were subsequently communicated to me, I was advised to proced first 
to Holland, and ascertain what documents required my attention there; and then to England 
and to Fr4nce. The inspection of the State papers of foreign governments, it is well known, is not a mrern11  atter of course, but is considered a privilege of a high order; and is granted 
in most cses only upon applications backed by high personal or official influence. j I had 
an intervidw, accordingly, with the Secretary of State of the United States, for the purpose 
of procurihg specific instructions to the American Ministers at London, Paris andtlie iJaguó, 
in favor of,  my.Agency; but he having declined giving them at that time, I enbarked for 
Europe orI the 1st of May, 1841. 

On njy arrival at LondoiI, on my way to Holland, I had several interviews with Mr. 
Stevenson4.then American Minister at the court of St. James, and communicated to him, very' 
fully, tile objects of my mission. Mr. Stevenson, though uninstructed by the General 
Governmeht on this point, interested himself at once, very warmly, in the subject; and 
advised anapplication forthwith, to Her Majesty's government, for' permission to the Agent to' 
make selections and transcripts of documents in the British archives relative to our Colonial' 
and other Listory. A note was accordingly addressed to the Marquis of Normanby, on the 

22d MayJeessary 
841, explaining the objects of the State in making the application, and requesting 

that the 	facilities might be afforded me for accomplishing, with as little delay as 
possible, ti3e purpose of my mission to England. This note was referred by the Marquis of 
Normanhy to Lord Palmerston, Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs; and on the 
20th July olIowing an answer was returied 'to Mr. Stevenson, that Lord Pairnerston felt 

'some diflictilty in acceding to my application, but that if 1 would send" to' 1im a listof any particular cocuments I wishcd to obtain, his lordship would have them examined by some 
competent erson, and,' if no objection should be found to their being communicated, they 
should be 4pied for my use, on the usual terms, at my expense.  

Upon 1,the receipt of this answer to my application, Mr. Stevenson immediately replied,, 
explaining that no particular documents were asked for by the Agert of New-York; that the 
object oftI'e State was to have its Colonial history written from authentic documents, many 
of which vcicre presumed to be in the State Paper Office, but whose particular character could 
not be knovn, and that they could not, therefore, be described; that the limitations and 
restrictionsimposed in former cases were of course expected to be observed in the present, 
and that th Agent would, in fact, consider himself subject to the control and pleasure of the departmentL 	

0 
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'It was hoped that, on a review of the subject, Her Majesty's government would have 
looked more auspiciously upon the application, and that, so far frOm perceiving in itanything 
objectionable, would rather have viewed the objects of the State as of a purely literary and 
altogether praiseworthy character, and, as such, commending themselves to the favorableand 
liberal consideration of an ejilightened government. BUt the the,n ministry went Out of 
office without having altered or modified their decision, which —considering the impossibility 
of my pointing out the particular documents. I might wish to have transcribed, without 
having the opportunity of learning even the date of one of them—amounted, in fact, to a 
refusal of the application of the State. While referring to this subject, I cannot omit 
availing myself of the occasion to acknowledge the warm and ready interest Mr. Stevenson 
took in the objects Of the Agency, and the tpersonal  obligations I feel for the courtesies he. 
extended to the Agent. 

Meantime, puiant to my instructions and to Mr. Stevenson's advice, I hadproceedéd to' 
Holland, with a viev of inves igating, the aicliives of that country for documents relating 
to our early Colonial history; intending, upon the termination of my researches in the 
Netherlands, to return to Lond n, and avail myself of the expected liberality of the British 
government. Immediately on my arrival at the ilague, I opened the busincss of' my mission 
to' Mr. Bhecke, then the Charge d'AfFaires of tte United States near the King of the 

etherlands. The well known interest of this gentlOman in the cause of historical research, 
induced him to enter, at once, cordially into the views of the State; and I gladly and 
gratefully embrace this opportunity to renew the expression of my thanks for those valuable 
coui\sels, and friendly efforts to further the objects of my appointment, which he wa always. 
ready to give and anxious to make. 

In order to obtain the necessary facilities for investigating the archives of the Netherlands, 
an application was addressed by Mr. Bleecker, .on my behalf, to the Baron Verstolk de 
SoOlen, Minister of Foreign Affairs. Upon my presentation to the King, a few days afterwards, 
His Majesty received me in the kindest manner, expressing much pleasure with the objects of 
my mission, and a warm interest in its successful accomplishment:.. The general direction of 
the royal archives being entrusted to the Minister of the IntOrior, the application was 
promptly referred to the Baron Sehimmelpennick, the head of that department;'and an 
interview was accordingly had with His EcelIency, who at once informed ma that he would 
gh'e directions to the officer in charge of the archives to afford me all facilities for thc 
ptrpose of fully carrying out the objects of my commission, and 'which had been directed by.  
the King himself, to be as liberal in their extent as the exigencies of the service would allow. 

4"The government records at the Hague are placed under the supervision' of an 
"Archivarius," at 'present Yonkheer J. C. de Jongc, a gentleman of gr'Cat intelligence and 
urbanity, and from whom I received nmerous imarks of kindness and courtesy, which I am 
happy to acknowledge. M. do Jonge, on my presenting myself at the archives, pointed out 
tho vaious (lepositories in which the documents presumed to relath to the subject ofiy. 
research,  were contained; and gave directions 'that every book and 'paper, known or sujposie '& 
to contain information affecting our Colonial history, be submitted, without reserve, to my 
inspection, and every arrangement made that colIl(l facilitate my labors. 

The archives of the Netherlands, it is L)elievod, constitute one of the richest depositories 
of historical information to be found in Europe; commondng with the period of the Union 
of Utrecht, in 1579, and extending down to the French Revolution. They are contained,in 
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an immeso suite of apartments in the old palace of the Binnenhof; and the documents ard, 
in genera, very well arranged, though not all equally well preserved. The greater part are 
contain4in parchment-bound volumes, in most instances paged and indexed for convenient' 
reference. They consisl, chiefly, of minutes of the proceedings of the States-General, at their 
ordinary rid secret meetings, kept by their Grejiers, or clerks; in which are ertered, in detail1  
the resolutions of that bodyon all matters coming before them. These registers commence 
with the.rear 1579, and are preserved in an unbroken series from that date. The diplomatic 
correspondeuc')i of the government, as, well as copies of general letters, and also the 
instructiobs and' commissions issued from time to time, are preserved in several separate series 
of books.j The original pajers and memorials, received by the States-General from time to 
time, are irranged on Liatses, or files, or are tied up in bundles, which are deposited ithe 
Secrete anl Loket Kas. 

' These papers have suffered much more from the effects of time'and 
cx osure than those in the bound volumes. 

It wls necessary that careful and laborious researches should be made in all these different 
repositoris. Aided by the accurate knowledge 'and long experience of Mr. J. A. do Zwaan, 
the "Conmis Chartermeester" at the royal archives__and whose enthusiastic and untiring 
coupratiOn, I am proud to acknowledge, contributed in an essential degree to the success of 
the researh—I was unremittingly occupied during several months in a toilsome investigation, 
in the coukse of which upwards of four hundred volumes and bundles of papers were carefully 
examined.; Many of the documents were worm-eaten and decayed; and the circumstance 
that mostr of them were written in the perverse and obscure characters 

common in the seventeen,century, increased not a little the difficulty of the research. 
" The fesults of myinvestigations in the arthives at the Hague, however, strengthened the 

impression I had previously entertained, that though a great and valuable amount of 
informati on, on points either entirely novel, or at best but imperfectly known-in our history, 
was there pn tained, the records of the Dutch West India Company, which had the supervision 
and direction of the Colony of New Netherland, were the grand magazine in which I might 
hope to' fiqd those more particular details of voyages, discoveries, emigrations, settlements and 
personal rarratives, which would be of the highest interest to the descendants of the early 
settlers, al well as to the historian of 'New-York. Relying on the information which had 

	' been givei me at the hague, that these records, commencing with the .,  period of the organizathn of the company in 1621, were preserved complete at Amsterdam, 
an order-was 

accordinglfr obtained from the Minister of the Colonies, directing the keeper of the old East 
and West Jindia Companies' papers, at Amsterdam, to afford me every,  facility for examining the 
document in his custody. The archi"ves of the city of Amsterdam-were also pres

i 	 m 	 med tocontain 	 nreave  
to the Colony of "Nieuw-Amstel" which that city' undertook to manage in the year 1656; and a letter in my 'behalf was in consequence 

addressed by the Minister of the Interior to the Burgomaster. In further prosecution 
of iy duty, I acording1y visited Amsterdam. 

But, on applyin at-the West India House, I was, to my infinite surprise nd mortifica. 
tion, inforiod by Mr. do Munnick, the keeper, that all the books, documents and 

papers of every kin4 belonging to the old East and West India Companies, of a date prior 
to 1700, had been sold it public auction in the year 1821, by order of the government of the Netherlands. 

rIi}mt 
nothing should be left undone, howoster, I instituted a thorough search among the 

remaining apers, in the hope that something, however small, might have escaped the opera.. 
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tion of the order. But I regret to say that this examinaticn was attended with o faorablo 
result; and I reluctantly abandoned the cherished hope that the archives of the West India 
Company would have proed a rich mine of historical wealth to our State. Examinations. 

. were also made in the papers of the Eat India Company, in the hope that something might 
-' 	be ascertained relative to Hudson's voyage of discovery, which was made in, their service. 

'The only trace found of that voyage is a memorandum in cne of the "ship books,". which 
C 

	

	 accidentally escaped sale, s?ating that the yaCht Halve-Mzan, of forty lasts (eighty tons) 
burthen, had been sent "towards the norti4,' in 1608. Uirwilling, however, to abandon all 
hope of rccovering.a portion, at least, of the records which had been sold, I caused àdver-
tisements to be inserted in the most widely circulated journls of the country, requesting any 

.rson who might have in his possession any documents tel4ting to the history of the Colony 
YNew Netherland to have the goodness to communicato with the (then) Consul of the. 

'United States at Amsterdam, Mr. J. W. Van den Broek. 'thd kind attentions Sand friendly 
exertions of this gentleman, to further the objects of my viit to Amsterdam, have imposed 
on me an obligation which I ¶ould do great injusticeto my feelings if I did not take this 
opportunity to ackuowledge. 	was subsequently ascrtaired'that a portion of the records, 

,f 	sold at Amsterdam, was in the possession of the original buyer, a person residing at the 

7' 	Hague. I purchased permission of him to make an examinttion of this portion, which was 
accordingly effected. Nothing, however, relating to our history was found; and the mortify-
ing conviction i now fbrced upon us, that the papers of the ,West India Company relating 
to New. Netherland—which, until the year 1821, were easily attainable by the State, and 
whose destruction has left such a chasm in the original materials for the illu8tration of our 
annals—are now irrecoverably lost! 	. 

The application to the authorities of the city of Amstekdam, for permission to examine 
their archives, was at once acceded to in the most courteous manner, and prompt arrange- 

. 	ments were made to facilitate my investigations of the records in the Stad-Huys. Quite a 

	

- 	. 	number of interestijig documents, relating to the City's Colonr on the South'S river, were found 
and copied. 	 . 

Examinations were also made of the valuable collection1s of manuscripts and pamphlets 
in the Royal 'library at the Hague; and the most courteous attention was shown by the esti- 
mable librarian, Mr. J. W. Iloltrop. 

" 'The result of my researches, in the various repositories in the Netherlands just referred 
to, is the procurement of sixteen volumes of transcripts, containing upwards of four thqusand 

, page. • As a full and accurate catalogue of the documents transcribed is appended t6 this 
repqt, it is unnecessary to give 'any. particular analysis of tlCir character here. I will only 
remark that they commence with the year 1614,and exten4l down, in a tolerably complete 
series, to 1678, consisting chiefly of memorials and papers presented to the States-'eneral 
respecting New Netherland, and the proceedings of that bodr inrelation to' the' 	mat- 
ters from timeto tim'e brought before them affecting the C?lonr,and its inhabitants. The 
act of the Legislature directed me to procure, if possible, th& originals, and if not, copies of all 
documents illustrating our history. I applied for the originiils, but the regulations of offlce 
did not allow a compliance with my requet; copies were therefore made of the papers\ 
selected. Not the slightest difficulty, howecr, occuijred in otairiing these, and not a single 

. 	• 	objection was made to my having anj document transcribed T wished. The m'st unbounded 

	

•• 	' 	liberality was evinced on every occasion by the governmenLt of that country to 'which we , 

, 	 / 	 I' 
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trace, wiith.fuch aIFectionate veneration, the foundation of our State, and the most friendly 
and gratifying interest was alway exhibited by the gentlemen connected with the different 
departmnts of the administration, with whom the business of my m'l1ssion from time to time brought me into communication. 

'Thfe investigations in the archives of the Netherlands being now terminated, I returne 
to London in December, 1841, to prosecute the duties of my mission. A new ministry, with 
the Earl of Aberdeen as principtil Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, had come into power, 
and Mr.8teyenson had been succeeded by Mr. Eveett as Minister of the United States, neai 
Her Britannic Majesty. At the request of the GovernOr, and justly appreciating the 
importadce to the Union, as well as tà the Sta1te of New-York, of the objects contemplated 
by the State in sending an Agent to Europe, the President of the United States had instructed 
Mr. Everett to apply to the British government for such ifiLcilities as might be necessary for 
the succqssful prosecution of my proposed researches in England. 

'Dirbctly'on his arrival atLondon, I had an interview with Mr. Everett, and acquainted 
him fullyl with the objects of my mission, and with the previous steps that had been taken. 
It need scarcely be said that the vietvs of the State were at once warmly and zealously entered 
into by the distinguished gentleman who represents our country in England, and whose 
friendly and valuable counsels have laid me under obligations I shall always be proud to 
.acknowlelge; or that it was fortunate for the óause of literature and historical investigation 
that the earl of Aberdeen was Foreign Secretary of Great Britain when the Agent of this 
State mae a renewed attempt to obtain permission from Her Majesty's government to execute 

N the dutie of his mission. 	o time was lost; sand on the 23d December, 1841, Mr. Everett 
addressed'a note to Lord Aberdeen, recapitulating the steps Mr. Stevenson had taken with 
the late nlinistry, and expressing a hope that the requisite facilities for the attainment of the 
objects ofrny mission would now be afforded by the governmt of Great Britain; for which 
it is claimed that it has "never permitted itself to be surpassed by any other, in the 
countenance which it has at all times extended to every judicious effort for the promotion of 
useful knowledge." Some time subsequently, Lord Aberdeen Iia'ing suggested that though 
it might not be possible for me to furnish a specific list of the historical documents desired, 
yet, that a general statement of their nature must be practicable, and would facilitate a 
decision on, the pending application, I prepared a statement of the kind proposed, and as 
specific as the nature of the case admitted; which Mr. Evet'ett transmitted to his lordship. 
in a note dated 14th February, 1842, in which the purely liirary character and objects of my 
commission were again urged, and the hope expressed that the synopsis I had prepare1 would 
remove whatever hesitation may have existed in reference to a compliance with my request. 

'It is unnecessary to detail the various difficulties that were encountered, and the many 
delays that, occurred, before the desired permission 'was, obtained. At length, on the 6th of 
April, 1842, I commenced my labors In "11cr Majesty's State Paper Office." An order was 
sent by Lord Aberdeen to the keeper of the state papers, allowing me to inspect the 
documents in the office relative to the Province of New-York; with the understanding that 
nly exami nations were to be made in the presence of an officer of the establishment, and that 
,'was merely, in the first instance, to indicate, by slips of paper, the documents I might wish 

to transcrzl)e,.an(1 not to transcribe, or make 0extracts of any of them, until the papers so 
intlicate(1 should have been examiritd and allowed, on the part of Lord Aberdeen. 

'This order was interpreted by the keeper of the state papers With such strictness as to 
CftUSC me serious embarramenf and UCODVCfljCCC. I was not allowed to make the slightea 
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note or memorandum, oven of the 1ate of a document; wh4h, under the circumstances—the. 
mass of papers to be gone over befig so large—was desirdble, and even necessary, in order 
to avoid the risk of marking duplicdtes, and the embarrassmnt of depending on memory alone. 
This, and other points—one of which was a permission to mp1oy copyists of my own selec-
tion, by whom the transcripts could have been made at a much less expense than that incurred 
by th9 charges of the regular clerks of the office—formed the subject of a subsequent note 
of Mr. Everett to Lord Aberdeen. His lordship promptlr replied, giving, me the further 
permission desired respecting the making memoranda, &q, but declining to accede to the 
request that I might be allowed to employ a private cdpyisf I was obliged, in consequènceL  

.to pay to the clerks of the office 4d. sterling for every folio of 72 words that they transcribed. 
'Her Majesty's State Paper Office, in London, is strict1V a part of the Sovereign's own 

private library—an appendage to the Secretary of State's oflce. Being entirely a government 
establishment, it is not considered as on the same footing as Z manuscript department of the 
British Museum, or other institutions of a like character. 	person is allowed to visit the 
office, for the purpose of consulting documents, until an order for the purpose' has been. 

,) 	obtained from one of the Secretaries of State, who alone have the right of granting th 
privilege. This order usually specifies the series of papes to wiich the visitor is to have 
access; and its directions are strictly and scrupulously followed by the keeper. This office' 

- 	
is the depository of all papers and dispatches that pass through the offices of the Secretarres 
of State, which are there arranged under the superintendence of a keeper, deputy keeper, 
and other officials; and the accurate and perfect manner in which this is domi reflects the 
highest credit on the gentlernen,to whom the government etitrusts this important duty. The ) 
building in which these papers are contained was erecte4 in the year 1830, in St. James' 
Park, near the governmentoffiôes;' and is, in every respet, well adapted •  to its purposes. 
In addition to the papers from, the offices of the Secretari4s of State (arnong which is to, be 
found a very voluminous correspondence 'vitli the Governrs and Military Commanders in 
America), the State Paper Office now contains the whole of the records of 'the "Board of 
Trade," down to its dissolution, in the year 1782, whicb were transferrcc to it by order 
of ,  government, in March, 1842. Upwards of two thousand large folio volumes, relating 
chiefly to the American Colonies, were thus added, in one mass, to this invaluable repository 
of historical wealth. 

'The general supervision and management of the British Plantations in America, and 
ols)bwhere, was entrusted by King Charles ii.i royal conikission, dated 1 December, 1660, 

-' 	toa standing council, who were instructed to correspond with the several Governors, &c., and 
in general to dispose of' all matters relating to the good govcrnment and improvement of the 

) ' 	' 	Colonies. Subsequ'cnt commissions were from time to' time ssued to various"individuals, sub.- 
stantially of the same.tenor, constituting them a Council for Foreign Plantations, for the time 
being. On the 21st of Deembcr, 1674, the King revokedt the Vommission for.thc existing 
council, and directed their books and papers to be delivered to We clerk of the Privy Coun,,il. 
By order in council, dated 12 March, 1675, King Charles II. referred whatever matters hà4 
been under the cognizance cf the late Council of Trade and Foreign Plantations to a commit-" 

- 	 tee of the Privy Council, cnsisting of the Lord Treasurer, the Lord Privy Seal, and others, 
and directed' thom to meet duce a week, and'report their proceedings to the King in council, 
from time to time. During thc reign of King'James II., the affidra of the Plantations con-
tinued to be managed by a slnilar Icommittee of Privy Council; and upon the accession of this 

' 	 L 	 ••. 
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mntrch (6 February, 1685), the Province of New-York having devolved to the Crown, it was 
placed under the supervision of this committee. Upon the accession of King William III., in 
February, 1689, a conilnittee of the Privy Council continued to manage the 

affairs of the 
Plantations, until their growing importance suggested the necessity of a separate and distinct 
department of government for their direction. 

"'The year 1696 is the era of the permanent organization of what is familiarly known to' ,) 
our historians as the "Board df Trade." On the 15th May, in that year, King William iiI by 
royal Commission, constituted and appointed the great officers of state, for the time being, and 
certain other persons, ". Commissioners, during the royal plesure, for promoting the,  trade of 
the Kingdom, and for inspecting and improving the Plantations in 'America, and elsewhere." 
This board was empowered and required to examine into the general condition of thetrade' of 
England, and of foreign parts, 'and to make representations to the King thereupon; to takà 
into their custody all records and papers belonging to the Plantation Office; to inquire into 
the condition of the Plantations; to examine into the instructions of the Governors, &c., and 
represent their conduct to the King; to present the names of proper persons for Governors 
and Secretaries, &c., in the Colonies, to the King in council; to 'examine into and consider 
the acts passed' in the Colonies; to hear complaints, and make representations thereupon, &c.; 	' 
and with power to send for persons and papers. The Board of Trade and Plantations, as thus 
organized, was continued through the succeeding reigns, by royal commissions, until its final 
dissolutioa, by act of Parliament, in July, 1782. 

'The records of the Board of Trade were kept with much care and system. Their 
proceedings on all subjects brought before them were accurately entered in a series of large 
folio journats, commencing with 1696 and extending down to J782; and which, including 
the records of the proceedings of the Committee of Privy Council, between 1675 and 1696, 
number about 130 volumes, 

The documents relating to the affairs of each Province and Colony were regularly and 
separately preserved in two series of books; the one styled "Entries," in whiqh were recorded 
all the letters and representations of the board in reference to its concerns; and the other 	 ' 
entitled "Papers," in which all the original documents received at Whitehall were carefully 
bound up. There are 123 large volumes of "Entries" and "Papers," relating'to the Province 
of New-York, in the Board of Trade series, commencing with 1664 and extending to 1782; 
in which are included the documents relating to the proprietary government under the Duke 
of York, which were transferred to the Committee for Foreign Plantations, &c,, upon the 
devolution of the Province to the Crown on the accession of King James XI. Documents of 
general doncern to all the Provinces and Colonies were recorded and preserved in a separate' 
series of books, amounting to sixty, entitled "Plantations General." 

'The records of the State Paper Office, properly, are not nearly so perfect, especiallSr in 
the earlier periods, as those of the Board of Tradd It was only in matters of great secrecy ' 
and concern that the Provincial Governors were required to correspond directly with - the 	' 
Secretaries of State; and it is probably in consequence of this that there are only six volumes 
of New-York records from the Secretary's office between 1696 and 1752. These .volumes 
are composed, chiefly, of letters from the Governors to the Secretaries, which are, in many 
instances,, almost literal copies of those sent to the Lords of Trade. There are very few 
letters froth the Secretaries to the Governors during this period. There are no Secretary of 
'State's records whatever, relating to New-York, between 1752 and 1762; but after this year, 

/ 
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and dqwn to 1781, the correspondence is full and voluminous; that relating to this Province, 
alone, filling nineteen large folio volumes, and comprising, as well, the letters of the S'ecreta-
ries to the Governors. Besides the several series relating to,  the different Provinces, there is 
a set of volumes, numbering eighteen, entitled "Plantations General," in which the general 
correspondence of the Secretaries with the Colonies and with the Superintëñdents of Indian 
Affairs, &c., between 1760 and 1781, is preserved. 

" 'In aidditiorf to the volumes above mentioned, amounting in all to 356, a series of books, 
sixty-two in number, entitled "Trade,Papers," embracing amisce,llaneous collectio'n of docu-
ments relating to trade and foreign plantations from 1542 to 1761, was submitted to my 
inspection, agreeably to the terms of the Secretary of State's order. In the course of my 
researches I ascertained that there were other sets of books and papers in which documents 
relating to our history were contained, but which my order, as it stood, did not ?llow me to 
examine. I was consequently obliged to apply to Lord Aberdeen for further permisions, 
which were granted; aind nearly a hundred other volumes and bundles of papers were, sub- 

) 	mitted to my inspection. 	 . 
" 'Thus upwards of five hundred volumes and bundles of papers were thoroughly and 

carefully examined in the State Paper Office. Each document desired for transcription was 
indicated by a slip of paper, and subsequently reëamined by a gentleman connected with the 
Foreign Office, under Lord Aberdeen's direction. Such of them only as were not objected to 
were copied. The copies were mnle by the regular clerks of the office on the terms above 
stated; and in every instance the orthography of the originals was scrupulouly followed: 
In making my selections, the greatost care and caution were necessary in order to. avoId 
marking duplicates of papers, which are very numerous; and the immense, hmber of the 
documents themselves, and the unexpectedly high charge for transcribing, were also causes 
of considerable embarrassmen1. I cannot close this ,reference to my reseatches in the State 
Paper Office,  *ithout bearing testimony to the excellent and orderly arrangement of every 
part of the establishment; and I should be greatly wanting to my feelings if I were to omit 
an expressi9n of my admiration of the politeness and attention of Messrs. Chatles Lechrnere 

) and Robert Lemon, the deputy keeper and chief clerk. To the latter gentleman, particu-
larly, I feel under great obligations, not only for his personal courtesies to myself, but for 
the ready and zealous interest he manifested in the succ6s's of the undertaking T was charged 
by te State to execute. 

"(' Presuming that the office of tfe Privy Council might contain information relative,to the 
subject of my reserach, I addressed a nOte to Mr. Greville, one of the clerks in ordinary, 
requesting .perrnissio.n to examine its earlier records. A prompt and most courteo'us answer 
was returned, complying with my request; and I examined the registers under the care of the 
libraran of the archives, Mr. Henry Reeve, to whose kindness I am much indebted for 
theAciitics he afforded me. Very few documents, however, were found relating to our. 
Colnfal history. There are no separate papers whatever, in the Privy Council Office, of\ 
date prior to 1700; but the registers of its proceedingsare preserved complete from thetimo \. 
of Queen Elizabeth. 	. 

The lihrhry of the BritiHh Museum, already a magnificent; monument of the public spirit 
of the nation, is (lady ..becoming more and more wrthy the,  admiration of the world. 'The. 
collection of printed books and pamphlets, whose nujnbcr, though notaccurately known, 
certainly exceeds 300,000 volumes, is one of the most perfect in existence; and there are 
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nearly 40,000 volumes of manuscripts. The arrangements for' the examination of these 
literary treasures are very convenient; and though, in such a metropolis as London, some 
regulations are necessary to exclude improper persons, those regulations are so easy to be 
complitid with that the library may be said to be, in effect, open to the public. Zry 

hrough the kind and polite attention of 1Sir Henry Ellis, the principal librarian, I had 	facility afibrded ni'e for examining the various printed and manuscript collectiobs, and quite a 
	er numb of transcripts were made of paper8 bearing upon our history. While speaking of this noble 

institutionç I may be permitted to remark that nowhere else was I more strongly convinced 
of the indispensable necessity, to the inve8tigator, of acc'ilrate catalogues

1  both for printed 
books and for manuscripts. There is now in course of preparation a systematic alphabetjai 
catalogue of the printed works, of such comprehensiveness that the letter "A" alone ocbu... 
pies about twenty large folio volumes. Notwithstanding the active and skilful exertions of 
the learned and competent gentlemen who are engaged in this important work, it will be 
many years before it can be completed. The manuscripts are already cataloguedand their 
examination thus rendered perfectly easy. The Harleian,i the Lausdowne and

,  the Cottonjan collections, by means of their accurate catalogues, which were published some years ago by 
government, are almost as well known to literary men on this side of the ocean as to those 
in Eurbpe; and each addition to the manuscript department, as it is received, is at once 
catalogued and thus rendered accessible. 

" 
The Archiepiscopal library at Lambeth has also afforded us some interesting historical 

materials. My application to the Archbishop 9f Canterbury for permis8ion to make researches 
in the library was promptly and cheerfully complied with; and it gives me great satisfaction 
to have this opportunity of acknowledging the very marked liberality of the venerable 
prelate at the head of the English Church, as well as the urbanity and friendly interest dis-
played by His Grace's librarian, the Rev. S. R. Maitland, in making every arrangement for 
my convenient examination of the documents in his custody. 

'From the various repositories n London, to which reference has just been made, 
I pro-cured nearly seventeen thousand pages of transcripts of documents relating to our history, 

which fill forty-seven volumes. A complte and accCratc catalogue of the "London Docu-
rnents" is appended to this repo, by means of which the characterof each paper can be at 
once ascertained, and any partiar analysis of the series, at present, is thus rendered unne-
cessary. It commences with 1614 and ends with 1782; Comprising the official corespon_ 
dence of the Governors of New-York, from its surrender by the Dutch in1664 to the end of 
the Revolution, as well as various documents of interest received from frivate hands. i

n  making my selections, the greatest care was taken to avoid procuring ptpers known to be 
already in the Secretary of State's office, at Albany. I was unable to fin4 any traces of the / 
original hooks of records of the Indian Commissionei.g, which are supposed to have been 
removed from this State during the Revolutionary War; but copies have been made of all Sir 
William Johnson'8 official letters to the British government, which relnain in the State Paper 
office, as well as of the greater part of the proceedings respecting Indian affairs, which were 
from time to time sent to London. 	 * 

It will, perhaps,'be noticed that previous to 10374 
there are no dispatch05 or eommunjcatjors ftmn the I)uke of York or hiis secretary to his officers in New-York, and but 

few from them to 1Ii Royal Highness. The first entry book, or record of letters from the 
commences with 1674, and from that period they are tolerably well preseryd. There 
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are several deficiencies in the series of letters from Governor Nicolls, and very few of 
Governor Lovelace's communications were found. There does not seem to have been any 
file of Governor Andros' letters, to the Duke or Sir John Werden, handed to the Committee 
for Trade and Plantations when the, affairs of the Province came under its supervisioi, upon 
the devolütion of New-York to the Crown, on the accession of King James II.; but after 
that date the records are much more perfect. After the final organization of the Board of 
Trade, by King William III., in 1696, the New York papers are full and complete. 

'The policy of France in regard to her Ca1nadian possessions—the establishment of her 
military positions on our frontiers, and her negotiations 'with the Indian tribe's on, our borders,' 
and within the very limits of our territory itself, are directly and intimately connected wih our 
Colonial history; and her long struggle to maintain her influence in the northern portLon of 
our continent, affected, in no small degree, the condition, disposition and purposes of the 
people of New-York. It was with a view Of' obtaining authentic historical materials,. 
illustrating these points, that an examination of the archives of the French government was 

) made a part of my duty. 
Having made some progress in my researches in London, and commenced the transcription 

of documents there, I wrote to General Cass, then Minister of the United Statest Paris, 
explaining the objects of the State, and requesting his intervention with the French government 
for the purpose !of procuring me permission to examine its archives for papers relating to 	' 
Canada and New-York. A simple statement of my object was all that was' necessary to 
awaken the warnest interest of that eminent gentleman; and he forthwith applied, on my behalf, 
to Admiral Baron Duperr, then. Minister of the Marine and the Colonies, for pernission to 
examine the papers relating to Canada in the bureaus of his 'department'. An answer was 
promptly returned, authorizing me to make the researches I wished, without limtatjon; and 
adding, that "all the facilities he 'can desire will be •accorded" to' theAgent. I will only ' 	
remark, in passing, that this liberality did not prove to be mere formal jhrase. 

In further prosecution' of the duties of'my mission, I accordingly went to Paris in June, 
1842, and cornmenced"y examinations in the archives of the Marine and the Colonies. The 
general management of the French dependencies in America having been from 'an early period 
entrusted to this department, its archives are very rich in materials relating to their history. 
They consist chiefly of instructions of the French government to its agents in America,; letters 
and dipatches to the King and his ministers, and original papers from the Colonial authorities 
to the'Home government; correspondence with the neighboring' English Colonies; reports of 
interviews with the Indian tribes; plans of campaigns and details of battles and skirmishes 

The documents relating to Canada and New-York are contained in two several divisions. 
The one is a Series o'f bound volumes, commencing with the year 1663 and ending very 
abruptly with 1737. It comprises about 70 volumes, and contains the dispatches and 
'commieRions of the King and his miniaterH to the Governors and other functionaries in the 

' 
French Colonies. It is greatly to be regretted that the volumes subsequent to 1737 appear to 
be missing. The other, and by f{r the most fertile repository, is a series of upwards of,an 
hundred enormous "cartons" or port-folios, each larger thhii two ordinary folio volumes, and 
in which, at the time of my examination, were placed loosely and without chronological order, 
or even the least attempt at arrangement, a mkiss of original documents relhting to Canada, 
from 1630 to the Treaty of Paris, 10th February, 1763. The state of'dcplorable 'confusion in; 
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which I found the contents of these cartons can scarcely be conceived by any one who has not 
made personal investigations, and it must be very evident that it was embarrassing in no 
small degree. It not only very greatly increased the labor of the reseaMS but it was found 
that in many instances papers of presumed importance were missing 	the mass. It is 
hoped, however, that under the superintendence of the present competent and intelligent chief 
of the arohives, M. Davezac, these valuable papers, whose present confusion (one of tire results, 
perhaps, of the Revolutionary fury of 1793) exhibits such a striking contrast to the, system and 
order that generally prevail in the French government bureaus, will soon be arranged in , 
manner consistent with tieir high importance and worthy the dignity of the nation. Several 
months were occupied in a careful and toilsome investigation ,of these documents, and such as 
were found to relate to our history were selected and transcribed. 

	

Knowing, however, that the archives of the Department of the Marine and the Colonies 	' 
was not the only source from 'which to obtain information, an application was addressed to 
the Minister of War, Marshal Soult, Duke of Dalmatia, which was promptly answered by a 

'letter stating that orders had been given for my admission to the depot and archives of the 
War Department,."  for the purpose of exanhining and copying all the documents relative to 
the operations of the French, in Canada, until the period of the Treaty of Paris, in 1763." 
This frank and liberalorder, so characteristic of the gallant soldier who presides over the 
Council of Ministers, was very handsomely carried into efFect by General Baron Pelet, the 
Director-General'of the archives of the department, to whose obliging and polite attention I 
am very greatly indebted for the facilities he aflbrded me' for examining the documents in his 
custody. The archives of the Department of War present a very gratifying contrast, in respect 
to arrangement, to those of the Marine and the Colonies. The papers are chronologically 
arranged in bound volumes, and their examination was as agreeable and pleasant as that of 
the cartons of the Marine was laborious and annoying. The documents selected and 
transcribed-relate chiefly to the period between 17.55.and the treaty,  of Paris, and comprise, 
the correspondence of the Military Commanders.in  America with the French government. 

An application was also made for permission to examine the archives of the Department 
of Foreign AfFairs, for papers relating to the history of Canada, and the intercourse between 
that Colony and  thie Province of New-York; but M. Guizot, 'in his reply to Gen. Cass' note, 
thus expressed himself': "I would be very happy to comply with your request, if my department 
'possessed any documents relative to this Colony; but the Ministry of the Marine, to which 
you hiie already applied, is the only one which can furnish you with information on this 
subject, Canada havin always been under itq supervision, and never having h'ad any relations 
with my department."  

Researches were 'also made in the collectina in the Royal library at Paris; a most full 
and unqualified permission for which purpose was granted by Mr Villemai, the Minister of 
Public Instruction, and every facility afforded by the gentleman in charge of this magbificent 
institution. 

My investigations in 'the several repositories at Paris, just alluded' to, occupied me several 
months, and resulted in the procurement ofseventeen volumes of transcripts, containing 
upwards of six thousand pages. A full and accurate catalogue of the "Paris Documents," in 
which every paper, its date, and a reference_to its page, is indicated, being also appended to 
this report, renders any particular reference to their contents unnecessary in this place. 
They commence with 1631, and extend to 1763; including selections of the corresponderico 	7 
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of the Governors of Canada with the authorities in France respecting -Indian afFairs, the 
relat1oti with this Province, &c., as well as the dispatches of the Military Commanders during 
the romantic and exciting period In our history of the" French War." 

As at the Hague and in London, the regubtions of the offices at Paris did not allow me 
to execute that, part of the law, establishing the Agency, requiring the procurement, if possible, 
of original documents. Transcripts were made, therefore,.of the papers selected, and the 
orthography of the originals was followed as accurately as possible. In closing this referenôe' 
to my researches at Paris, I cannot forbear the remark, that the proverbial reputation of the 
French government, in regard to al matters connected with scientific and, literary inveRtigation, 
'vas'amply sustained in the courtesies that were extended to the Agent of this State; and that 
the historical treasures which were found in itsarchires are only equaled by the prompt and• 
generous liberality with which they were thrown opeI to my inspection. That much Of the 

( 	good feeling exhibited was owing to the high standing of our Minister at the French Court, 
is unquestionable; and I feel it a duty, not less incumbent than grateful, again toacknowledge 
the marked kindness of General Cass, and the personal and zealous exertions he never failed 
makir, to rnder my visit to Paris most advantageous to.the State. 	 - I  

"'The researches in the FrenCh archives being completed, I returned to London and was 
some time occupied in further investigations, and in making preparations for m. return to 
America. The documents transcribed at Paris andn London were carefully packed, insured 
and shipped for New-York; and my arrangements having been completed, 'I embarked for, 
home on the 7th July, 1844. 

From this detail of prceedings, it will be perceived that tle execution of my mission was  
attended with considerable embarrassment. This ocurred chiefly in London, where the. 
regulations of office were, much more stringent than at the Hague or in Paris. In both these 
latter placçs there was no difficulty experienced, either in obtaining access to the archives or 
in procuring transcripts at reasonable rates. The price paid for copies was about ôleven cents 
for each page. In London, however, as before stated, my application for permission to employ 
a private copyist having failed, I was obliged to pay to the regular clerlc.ein the State Paper 
Offic 4d. sterling for every folio of 1enty-two words, or about twenty-five cents for an 
ordiáry page transcribed. This circumstance, and the unexpectedly large number of volumeè 
to be examined, caused me much embarrassment. It became desirable to limit my eelectiona 
as much as possible, in order to keep the 6penses within the amount of the fund8 appropriated 
for the Agency; while at the same time my duty did not allow me to pass by a single document 
coming under my observation, "important" to illustrate our history. I have before stated 
that, in the course of my investigations, in the State Paper Office, I ascertained that there were 
other eriea of books and papers than thcse the terms(of my original permis8ion allowed me.' to 
inspect, containing information respectin our history; and that a aub8equent order from. 
Aberdeen gave me the liberty to examine a large number of additional: volumeu.' I am far '\ 
from affirming, however, that everyth'ing'in relation to our history, in the' British archives, has 
been obtained; though I think it may safely be said that the greater, nnd mOre valuable portion 
of the materials there preserved has been secured. had sufficient funds' been placed at 'my 
disposal, -! should have pursued my. researches until everything accessible had been :obtlned; 

' and should especially have endeavored to procure copies of the correepondence of the IlrItièh 
Military Commanders in America, from the "surrender of Canada to the end of the Amr.fcan 
Revolution.  

'I 
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The selection of documents was a point necessarily left to the discretion of the Ageut; and 
in the execution of this important duty I adopted for my rule a principle which cannot be 
better expressed than in the words of the Editors of the "Clarendon State Papers," who say 
in their preface—" In sO ljirge a collection, there occurred, as might well be expected, some 
papers of a private nature, others of no consequence to the public. To separate these. from the 
rest was a point left to the discretion of the Editors by the Trustees of the late Lord Hyde. 
Such, therefore, as appeared to them in either of these lights are rejected from publication. 
They have used their best judgment, and .the utmost caution, in acquitting themselves of this 
trust; and if there are still any giveq which may appear to some to be scarce worthy of 
publicatLon, they desire it may be consiiered that men's ideas of éuch matters are,often very,  
different, and that any particular paper\which, upon being perused apart from the rest, may 
seem of too little consequence to merit the public notice, would yet have been very improperly 
suppressed, either because it may be connected with and tend to illustrate it more interesting 
paper, or on account of some other circumstance which may not immediately occur to 
the reader." 	 . 

'Immediately on my arrival in New-York, in August last, I waited on Governor Boucic, and 
acquaintçd him with the results of my. mission. As the transcripts made in London. and in 
Paris were unarranged, and as it was essential to their usefulness that they should. be  disposed 
in accurate chronological order, bound into volumes, and carefully indexed, before being' 
deposited in the Secretary of State's office, the Governor thought it best that I should 
occupy myself with this duty, and report fully to the Executive upon its completion. I have, 
accqrdingly, been diligently engaged in the execution.of this work since August last. 

The transcripts were all separately made, and in such a manner that they could be afterwarda 
arranged in proper order. 'I'his was necessarily the case, as the originals were not all contained 
in one particular set of books or papers, but were scattered through many and various series. 
The documents copied at the Higue, and in Amsterdam, were all arranged and indexed by 
myself during leisure evening hours, while in London, in the winter and spring of 1843, and 
were bound and sent to Albany in the summer of that year. These "Holland Documents" 
occupy, as before stated, sixteen volumes, and have been for more than a year in the 
Secretary of State's office. In arranging the Is  London Documents," great care was necessary, 
in orer to avoid the apparent confusion of dates caused by the use of the Old Style, which 
prevtiled in England till the year 170. It is believed, however, that this point has been 
carefqilly guarded, and that the plan I adopted, viz: the use of the Historical year (which 
comrreñced on the 18t of January) instead of the Legal year (which commenced on the 26th 
Marc), and of the O11 Style, until 1762, when the. act of Parliament took effect, will be found 
td have been judicious, and to meet the approbation of the investigator. The . "Paris 
Docunenta" are arranged according to the New Style, which was adopted In France In 1682. 

he calendars to the "Holland," "Londoh" and "Paris" Documents, appended to this 
repor, have been prepared with much care, and it is hoped will be found useftAl. They indicate 
the nimber of each document in the volume, its general scope and charactOr, Its date, and Its 
page ;I and thus, parsons at a distance will be enab,d to ascertain at once the contents and the 
hearing of en,ch paper n the whole series of eightZ olu men of European transcripts. 	. 

fly,  the act of the 2d May, 1839, estbl(nh1ng 	Agency, the sum of four thousand dollars 
was appropriated towards defraying its expenses. On the 11th of April, 1842, a further sum 
of three thousand dollars was appropriated by law for its prosecution ; and on the 18th of 

 

IE 
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êApril, 1843, a further sum of five thousand dollars was appropriated by the Legislature. These 
several appropriations amounting to twelve tliousaAd dollars, have been drawn from the 
treasury and entirely exhausted in defraying the expensts of my mission; accurate accounts for 
which have been rendered to the Comptroller. I will only add, that I have advanced from my 
own private means a considerable amount, in addition,which has been applied to defraying 
the expenses of transportation, insurance, binding, and other incidentals connected with the 

° arrnngng and cataloguing of the documents; in which duty, as before stated, I have been 
constantly occupied since the month of August last. 

"'I have endeavored to lay before your Excellency as full and as concise a report as possible 
of the execution of the duties of the Agency 'I had the honor to have entrusted to me by the 
government of my State. The whole question of this Agency, and of its results, is now befov€ 
my fellow-citizens, and to their judgment it is cheerfully submitted. Under any circumstances, 
and in any event, and however unworthy the instrument selected to execute her high 

/ commission, it must ever be a source of proud reflection that the State of New-York—not less 
faithful now, in her time of power and greatness, to her honor and to her fame, than in her day 
of difficulty and ppression to the principles she then so fearlessly asserted—has been among 

the foremosrt.of  the Confederation to vindicate her self-respect to the world, by rescuing from 

obscurity and lông neglec4,t the scattered memorials of her Colonial existence, to place them 

BLde by side the records of her independent progress. 	. 
I have the,.honor to be, Sir, 

'Very respectfully, 

	

I 	 Your Excellency's obedient servant, 
"'JOHN ROMEYN BRODHEAD. 

	

"'ALBANY, l21/s Fdiruary, 1845.'" 	 S  

The message of the Governor, and the Agent's final report, communicated therewith, 

were referred to a select committee of the Senate, of which Mr. For4sor was chairman. 
or 

OdthQ 5th of May, 1845, that committee made the following 'report: 

"A respect.for the memorials of the past may be justly considered as one of the marks 
of advanced civilization. Among savage nations the only care is for the . suppl,y of presenf 
wants, which, being ci'lusively of a physal natuie, like those of irrational animals, are 
easily satisfied, with equal indifference to tle past and the future. But as mankind rise in 
the scale of intelligences a growing solicitude is felt in regard to circumstances and events 
beyond the present moment; the necessity of making provision for future exigencies becomes 
more and more apparent, and leads to untiring exertion to accomplish so important an end. 
It is reserved, however, for a still higher degree of progress to develope any con*iderabIe 
interest roapecting the past. It is an, old utilitarian maxim that makes a dead lion of lesR 
claim to consideration than a living ass; and the mind requires to be raised above the 
ordinary calculations of mere thrift to appreciate the value of what no longer possesses actual 
power or influence in the esteem of tho busy world. The monuments of history, standing . 
aside in the seclusion of by-places and deserted spots, or buried beneath what is generally 
regarded as the useless rubbish of the remains of antiquity, are passed by with indifference 
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until an enlightened desire is awakeied to know something of the early foundations of 
society, or to exlore the sOUrCes of national greatness. 

"It has been made a subject of reproach to this country, by the enemies of republican 
institutions, that no care is taken among us to preserve our ancient records—a charge 
implying a semi-baFbarus. condition of society, and far from complimentary to our national 
character. But admitting its truth, to a considerable extent, there is good reason to believe 
it will, not be long deserved; for public attention is beginning to be more and more directed 
to the importance of rescuing from destruction whatever may tend to illustrate the rise and 
progress of our institutions, and exhibit, in bolder relief, the character and labors of the 
pioneers of civilization upon the shores of the New World. 	 - 

It is the misfortune of this State that its early founders have been held up to the ridicule 
of the world by one of its most gifted sons, who has exhausted the resources of -his wit and 
satire in exposing imaginary traits in their characters, while the most polished efforts of his 
graver style have been reserved to adorn the Corinthian columns of the more aristocratic 
institutions of foreign countries. A late excellent writer, the author of a valuable History of 
the United States, although a stranger to our country, has spoken in proper '  terms on this 
subject; he remarks as follows: 'Founders of ancient colonies have sometimes been deified 
by their successors. New-York is perhaps the only commonwealth whose founderè have 
been covered with ridicule from the same quarter. It--is impossible to read the ingenious 
and diverting romance entitled Knickerbocker's History of New-,York, without wishing 
that the author had put a little more pr a little less truth in it ;and

.   that his talent for 
humor and sarcasm had found another subject than the dangers, hardships and virtues of the 
ancestors of his national family. It must be unfavorable to patriotism to connect historical 
recollections with ludicrious associations.' 	 S 	 - 

"To remove the reproach thus thoughtlessly attached to the annals of our State, it is 
only necessary to bring to light the 'true character of its early colonists, whose father-land 
ranked at that period among the foremost nations of Europe in point of commercial wealth 
and entcrprise,.and before all others in the freedom of its government; a freedom purchased 
by forty years' struggle against the bloodthirsty myrmidons of Spanish despotism. The traits 
ascribed by the mock historian to the first settlers of New-York can scarcely be supposed 
to have characterized Huch a people; on the other hand, the manly virtues they displayed 
amidst, the toils and hardships of colonial life, removed at sogreat a distance from the'scenes 
of their early associations, deserve a very different commemoration at the bands of their 
descendants and succenors. 	 ' 

"The New-York Historical Society—an institution that has done much to preserve the 
historical records of our State —first slggested to the Legislature the propriety of aearchipg 
the archives of the Netherlands, and other European governments, for documents illustrative 
of the early history of the State. In compliance with a memorial from that institution, the 
Legislature passed the act of May,  2d, 1839, authorizing the Governor and Senate 0  to appoint 
an Agent to visit England, Holland and France, for the purpose of procuring copies of all such 
docaments and papers, in the archives and officen1of those governments, relating to or in any 
way affecting th6 Colonial or other history of this State.' 'the sum of four thousand dollars 
was at the Same time appropriated to carry out the objects of the Agency, which, by two sill?-sequent appropriations, was increased to twelve thousand dollars. On the 15th of January, 
1841, nearly two yearn after the passage of the law, John Romeyn Brodhoad, -of the county 
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of Ulster, was appointed to this 'Agency, and embarked for England on the first of May fbi-
lowing, for the purpose of entering upon the duties of his mission. A copy of his instructions, 
from the Executive of the State, is annexed to this report. 

"In pursuance of these instructions, Mr. Brodhead, on his arrival in London, applied to \ 
the British government for permission to make transcripts of such documents in its archives 

) 	 as related to our Colonial history. The application appears to have been coldly received by 
Lord Palmerston, then, Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, n'otwithstanding the 
kind offices rendered to the Agent by Mr. Stevenson, Minister from the United States near that 
gvernment; and, without losing time, Mr.. Brodhead proceeded at once to Holland, where 
a very different reception awaited him. Repairing to the Hague, be waspresented to the 
King by the Hon. Harmanus Bleecker, the American Ministerl to the Netherlands'; and it 
was soon found that His Majesty tooka lively interest in the objects of the mission, and was 
disposed to grant every possible facility to aid the researches of the Agent. It seems to have 
been regarded in that country as a gratifying circumstance, that the descendants of Dutch 

/ ancestors, who had left the father-land two centuries ago, should so far cherish the remepi- 
brance of their ancient lineage as to dispatch one of their number across the wide ocean to 
seek memorials of the olden time'; and a warm feeling of kindness was •e,ctended by all 
classes towards the Agent, and liberal arrangements were made to lighten and facilitate his 

* 	labors. 
The results of Mr. Brodhead's researches in Holland are sixteen volumes of transcripts 

in the Dutch language, an analysis of which is contained in hi4 printed calendar. It will be 
observed that these documents comprise a great variety of details relative to the original 
discovery and settlement of.  our State; commencing with notices of the first navigators who 
explored the North and Eas'rivers, and embracing copies of the decrees of the States-Gene-
ral, granting the pçivileges of trade and further discOvery to companies of mbrchants, which 
led to the subsequent colonization by patroons or patentees of lands. One of these grants, 
bearing date October 11th, 1614, is accompanied by a descriptive map of the North river and 
the adjacent country, executed within five years after the discovery by Hudson. It only 
remains that the seal of a foreign language should be taken off' from these vahiable and " 
curious records, to render them acce88ible to all; and to this end the committee would 
recomriend that a suitable person be employed to translate them at the public expense. .. 

"Afnong these documents the committee would particularly notice one that possesses 
poculi(ar interest in itarrelation to the Dutch Colony on the Island of Manhattan. ' 'The precise 
year in which that Colony was planted is not known; the oldest records in possession of the 
State, before the receipt of these documents, commence with the administration of Governor 

- 	 Kieft, in the year 1638, with the single exception of some. grants of land which go back to 
1630. But there was found a few years ago among the papers of Governor Bradford, of the 
Plymouth.(  Colony, a correspondence between that functionary and the Dutch authorities of 
New Nethorland, on the Island of Manliattn, bearing (late in the year 1627; and Bradford, 
in a. letter written at that time, says of tle Dutch," that for strength of men and fértifica-
tions they far exceed them and all others ir the country.' Until the reception of these fruits 
of the Agency, we were thus indebted to abother Colony for the first notice of the colo'niza-' 
tion of our own State. It is true, a fes trading houses had been '-cstablihed, and forth 
erected, both on Manhattan Island and at Albany, several years l)CfOrO; but no accounts of a 
rftgular settlement of the country by familia from Holland at that early date' have reached us. 
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"The document alluded to, although brief, enables us to show the existence of the Colony 
still earlier than the correspondence with Governor Bradford. The attention of the Legislature 
has already been called to it, in a report made to thisbody during the; lasteession, biitftir a 
very difFerent purpose, and in an incomplete and inaccurate translation; it :j8, therefore 
reproduced here. It it a letter written from Amsterdam by Mr. Séhagen, the Deliuty.ofijhe 
States-General at the meeting of thb West India Company, to the Dutch Government at 
the Hague, announcing the arrival at Amsterdam of a ship from New Netherlandswithavices 
from the Dutch colonists on the Island of Manhattan; bearing date November'5th, 1.626.: The 
following is a translation of this docutnent: 

"TO THE 111011 AND MIGHTY LORDS OF THE STATES-GENERAL AT THE IIAOtTE: 

My L0RDS,—There arrived here yesterday the ship called the "Arms of Amsterdam, " 
which sailed from the river Mauritjus [the Hudson], in Nèw-Netherland, on the 23d of' 
September. Report is brought that our people there are diligent,'and live peaceably; their 
wives have also borne them children. They have purchased the Island of Manhattes from the 
Indians for the sum of sixty guilders; lit contains 11,000 morgens of land. They have sown 
all kinds of graiii in the middle of May, and reaped in the middle of August. I aend'you 
small samples of the summer grains, as wheat, rye, barley, oats, buckwheat, canary 

seed, beans and flax. 

The cargo of the ship consists of 7,246 beaver skins, 
.. 	 178k otter 	' 

675 "  
48mink 	" 
36 cat-lynx  
33mink " 
34 8mall .rat 

together with a considerable quantityof oak timber and nut-wood. 	 . 

Commending your High and Miglty Lordsbips to the favor of the Almighty, 
am your High Mightinsses' humble servant, 

AGEN, " 

	

At AMSTERDAM, Nov. 5th, anne 1626.' 	 P. SCH
.  

"The  historical value and interesting character of this locument cannot faTI to strike any 
one who is capable of appreciating the first efforts to introduce the arts of civtilzed life into m 
new and widely extended domain, which has mince grown from these small beginnings into 
a large and flourishing commonwealth, excelling in population and resources some of the 
monarchies of the Old World. 	. 	 . 

"Sqmne doubt has hitherto existed in regard to the name of the Director_Genera1oirerà 
of the Colony prior to the year 1633; and ;lthough it was generally 

Aupp
2.
osed that 	 • 	- was then held by Peter Minuit, yet no official act of that person as chid' magistrate 

was among our records The fact is now established by the discovery ofan ongina 
grn1 of Jans, slgne(1 by Peter Minuit and his Council, dated at Fort Aryzaterdtm,original parchment con 	 w 	

July 1th, 
g 	a 	dbMrohdp 	y. Bdoa, 

	16113O 
and is now dopos1to 
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in the Secretary of State's office. lt is the oMy official act now extant of the first Governor 
of the Colony. 

"It in not, however, the intention of hec mmitteo in this report to pursue the analysis of 
thedocuments procured by Mr. Brodhead from the difFerent archives to which he had access. 
The calendars printed with his report are suf dent for this purpose, and exhibit with great 
clearness the variety and richness of rnatetiel c omprised in the collection. 

The committee will only add, that Mr. Brodhead, having finished his labors in Holland, 
returned to London in December, 1841, wh re in the meantime a change of,ministry had 
taken place—Lord Palmerston having been su ceeded by Lord Aberdeen in the office of Foreign 
Secretary. A, more friendly policy towards the objects of the Agency was now manifested,-
and, with the valuable aid of the new American Minister,Mr. Everett, the preliminary difficulties 

,were removed, and Mr. Brodhead entered upon the labors of his mission; not, however, 
,) without encountering ma1I precautions of the government, that contributed to embarrass these 
/ labors and add to the trouble and expense att nding them. It will be observed, in the report 

of Mr. Brodhead, that he did not confine his researches in England to the archives of state, 
but extended them to the magnificent collétions of manuscripts contained in the British 
Muum, fla well as other repositories in Lon on -and its vicinity. 

"In the summer of 1842, Mr. Brodhead p oceeded to Paris, where the actIve kindness of 
General Cass, the American Minister, procur d him all desirable facilities. The seventeen 
volumes of transcripts obtained in the Fren li capital commence with the year 1631 and 
extend to 1763. They are beautifully engros ed,and will be consulted with great interest by 
every student of American history, esp ecially in relation to the border wars that led to the 
final reduction of Canada and the extinction o French' power on this Continent. 

"Having completed his researchea in Paris, Mr. Brodhead returned to England,and on the 
7th of July, 1844, embarked for New-York, +here he arrived early in the following mon'h. 
Immediately after his arival, he reported himself to Governor Bouck, and made known b_. 
him the genera' results of his mission. From that time untiI,the date of his final repoiçthe 
12th of February last, he was employed at the city of New-York in arranging' the docume\ts. 
in chron(ological order, framing indexes, and preparing his report. The documents were )at 
the sax4e time bound up in eighty distinct volumes, viz: Sixteen volumes of Holland 
Documnts, seventeen volumes of Paris Documents, and forty-seven volumes of London 

S 	 Dooumeita,—the latter coming down to the year 1782. 	 5 

"Should it be supposed that no practical utility will .be derived to the State. from the 
possession of these documents, it may be stated that important references have already been 

'made to them, in the course of legislation, during the present session of the Legislature. The 
following ektract from the report of a committee of the Assenbly, in relation to lands granted 

. by the State for military services, shows their value in this respect: 	 , 
• The committee, also, in the spirit of the rule of renderIu justice to whom justice is due, 

feel constrained to acknowledge the important aid they have received, in this iflvestigation 
and search for thi musty records of olden time, from the r4ort and documents of J. Romeyn. 
Brodhead,Agent to procure and transcribe documents in Europe relative to the Colonial 
history of this State. Important papers and references, relating even to this claim,, have been 
brought to light by his researches, and exhibit the importance of the objects and execution of 
his trust.' —Report of Mr. Boug/ion, 4t., April 21, 1845. 

I 	 - 

Y• 	• 	 -1 	 . 	
•'• 



"The committee cannot better close this account of the fruiti of this interesting mission than 
by quoting a few passages from a private letter addre88ed io the Agent by, the 

lion. George 
I3ancroft, the Americana historian. After having consulted the collection, with. referende to 
the period embraced in the forthcoming volumes of his YIistory of the United States, Mr. Bancroft remarks as follows: 

Your paperi I examined very carefully, from 1748 to the cloae of the series, and waS 
deeply impressed with a sense of their importance. There is nothing in print like the minute 
and exact reports made by the French officers in Canada of their operations on our frontier 
duriig their long struggle for the preservation of Canada. Your papers surround Moutcaim 
*ith all the interest of a hero of romance, and trace his overthrow; clearly, to distinct and 
inexorable causes. 

For the following period, your collections were also most interesting, and were absolutely 
uecessary to the complete understanding of the politics of New-York during the years before 
the Revolution. The less numerous papers in the yearS of the. Revolution oohtain soin of the most curious and surprising character.' 

"In regard to the expenses of the mission, it appears, from the account rendered by the 
Comptroller, that there has been paid to the Agent, from the State treasury, the sUm of 
$12,000, being the amount appropriated by the Legislature to defray the' expenses of the 
Agency, at three several periods; to wit: On the 2d Of May, 1839, $4000; on the 11th of 
April, 1842, $3000; and on the 13th of April, 1843,. $5000. By the Comptroller's books, it 
appears that Mr. Brodhead has furnished accounts and vouchers for $12,014.23, including his 
compensation to July 7th, 1844, leaving a balance in his favor, to that date, of $14.23. 

"It appears,'from an abstract of the Agent's accounts, that the Holland documents, eclusie 
of binding, 	.............................................. $703 13 
The Paris documents....... .... .................................................90480 
The London do...........................................................:4,O78 01 

$5,65 94 
Salary of the Agent, two years eleven months. and ten days, at $2000 per annum, $5,888 87 
Traveling expenses, 	 . - - 	. 	 . L.........43642 

H 	$12,0142 

"It also appears, from the account, that there remains due to the Agent the sum of $1390.8, - inc 	 m luding alary, expenses of binding the docuents, &c., frOth the 14th of Atiu8t, 1844, to 
the 12th of February last. The committee have examined this1acoount, with the voucher.,'. and recommend that it be paid; and ask leave to introduce the accompanying bill." 

The bill reported by the select comufittee having been passed: into alaw, on the 18th 

of May, 1846, the Agent's accounts wcre duly settled. and his dity was comp'eted. 

The documents, thus collected by 'Mr. BRODHEAD, rmaine4 foisevera1.year.jr. the 
condition in which they had been deposited in the Secretary's, oi1Ice affording ligbt and,  
aid to historical inquirers, not only of this but of other States. The "Pa is Da16fl " 
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were found to be of special interest to the literary investigators of CauLda and the 

nOrthwestern States, while many of the papers procured in England contained new and 

important facts illustrating the:  general history of the Uniou. The "Holland 

Documents" related more particularly to the local annals of New -York, while it was 

the Dutch Province of New Netherland. Nevertheless, there were many papers found 

in that series which had an important bearing upon  points of great interest to the 

neighboring Colonies, and which explained some uncertnin passages, especially in the 

history of New England, Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland. The documents 

procured in Holland and France, however, were in the TIutcb and French languages—

he law of 1889 having required the Agent to obtain "if possible the originals, and if 

' 'not copies," of papers - and proper translations were necessary in order to render.  them 

generally useful. 	 . 	 . 

In the meantime the new State Hall at Albany had been complted, and the records 

of the. Secretary of State, together with those of the other State officers, had bei 

removed thither. A better opportunity was thus afforded to ascertain the character.-
and extent of the htorical archives which had remained so long in great disorder, anl 

almost inaccessible. H Measures were afterwards taken by Mr. Secretry MORGAN to have 

these old papers projerly arranged and: bound; and more than two hundrd large foliO 

volumes of original documents were accordingly prepared and placed in a condition for 
easy reference. For the first time, the State archives were thus reduced to

%  comparative 
order, and a necçssary work was' accomplished, the want of which had causè1 many  of 
the embarrassments already referred to. A general catalogue or calendar of all the 

recordsthe Secretary's office, which shall indicate the date, character and contents of 

each dokument, is still greatly needed; and it is hoped thatit will soon be prepared 
and printed. 

The attention of the 'Legis1ture 'having been again directed to the subject, an ap 

propriation was made, in the, ession of 1848, for ollecting and translating some of the. 
documents (belonging to th i State, connected with its history. In pursuance of this 
action, certain papers were cmpiled, under the direction of Mr. 'Secretary Monaiic, 
by Dr. E. B. O'CALLAGHAN, which, on the 5th of January, 1849, ibe Legislature ordered 
to be printed. In the following April, the' Legislature directed the Secretary of State 
to cause to be printed a second volume of what wap styled the "Documentary History" 
of New -York. Of this work, four volumes, in al1 have been published. They contain 
a misoellancous compilation, among which aro.aono ofthc manuscripts procured by the 
historical Agent in Europe. 
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It was thought by many, however, that such of the documents of the Agency as 
were in, foreign languages should be translated, and that either the whole collection, or 
a selection of the most ifriportant papers in it, should be published, as a distinct work, by 
the authority of the State. This proposition was favorably received, and a bill was 
introdu'ced into the Legislature, which was passed into a law on' the 30th of March, 
1849,as follows: 

, 	

0 

"AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE PUBLICATION OF CERTAIN DOCUMENTS RELATING TO THE 
COLONIAL HISTORY OF THIS STATE. 

"P,ssxD MARcH 30, 1849, 'THRZR-rIrTue UEINO 

The' People of the State of New - York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact asfollowi: / 
"SEcTIoN 1. The manuscript documents relating to the Colonial history of this State, now 

in the office of the Secretary of State, which were proured under and by virtue of an act of 
the Legislature, passed May 2, 1839, entitled 'An act to appoint an Agent to procure' and 
transcribe documents in Europe relative to the Colonial history of this State,' or such portions. 
thereof as the State officers hereinafter named shall deem advisable, shall be translated and 
printed for the use of the State. 

2. The 'Governor, Secretary of State and Comptroller shall cause said documents to be 
prepared, printed, and bound in volumes of such size as they may determine upon, and, 
for such purpose are hereby authorized to employ some suitable person to translate such parts 
thereof as are nçce8sary, at a reasonable compensation to be fixed and certified by them. 

" 	3. The said State officers shall issue proposals- for the printing and binding of such 
number of copies of said documents as they shall deem advisable to cause to be printed, not' 
exceeding five thousand, in the same manner as 'proposals are Fequired to be issued for the 
printing and binding of legislative documents, and 'shall make a contract for such printing 
and binding with such person or persons as shall have submitted proposals therefor, which, all 
things considered, they may deem most advantageousto the interests of the State, provided 
any of said proposals shall be by them considered reasonable. 

" 	4. The said State officers are hereby authorized to cause such portionä of said documents 
to be stereotyped as they may deem the interests of the State to demand, and to secure or - 
sell the copyright thereof, as in their judgment shall be for the interest of the State. 

6. One thousand copies 'of said documents, when printed and bound, shall 6 depoilted 
with the Secretary of State, and one copy thereof delivered by him to each member of -the present 
Legislature, the President of the Senate, clerks and elective officers of the present Senate and 
Assembly, and twenty-three copies thereof (being one to each) to the several State officers 
who are entitled to bound copies of legislative documents; and the residue of said one' 
thousand copies shall be by said Secretary of State retained, until disposed of as the Governor, 
Secretary of State and Comptroller may, direct for the purpose and in the way of literary 
exchanges; and the remaining copies which shall be printed under the provisions of this act 
shall be sold under the: directions of said State officers forlsuch price as shall be determlne4 
by them, not less than twenty-five per cent' over the actual cost of preparing, printing and 
binding the same, and the proceeds thereof pnd into the State treasury. 	S 	 , 

6. This act shall take effect immediately" 	 0 	 , 
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It became a question whether, under the discretion vested by this law in the State 

officers therein named, the whole of the documents or 'a selection of there only should 

' 	. 	be published. Mr. BRODHEAD, who' was then Secretary of the .Aiiierican Legation at 
London, and about to return"home, offered to superintend the publication of such a 
selection, if it should be determined UpQfl, without any charge to the State for his 
services. It was, however, on full consideration, of 'the subject, deemed best to' print 

the whole of the documents, and, under the authority vested in the State officers by the'' 
secdtid sectioi-pf the law, they employed. E. B. O'CALLAGHAN, M. D. to make the 
necessary translations and to superintend the publication generally. In a communication 

' 	to the Assembly, dated th '29th January, 1851 (Assembly Documents, No. 66), 

also in a report from the Comptroller to the Senate, made on 1st Febrnary, 183 

(Senitte Documents, No. 24), and in the annual reports of the Comptroller to the 

I,ëgislaturo, will be fpund detailed statements of the progress of the work The 

rrangement adopted 'was, tht the publication should consist of ten quarto volumes. 

Of these, the first and second were 'to contain translations of the "Holland Documents;" 

the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and eighth, the "London Documents;" and the 

ninth and tenth, translations of the "Paris Documents." The publication of the workwa 

commenced in 1853 by the issue of the third volume, or the first of the English series - 

the translation of the papers to form the first and second volumes not having been then 

completed. The fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh and ninth volumes were afterwards 

successively issued, all of them accompanied by foot notes by the translator." 
It will be observed that no editor's ,name is attached to the third volume of the'work—

the first which appeared 4s above stated - the note on the back'of the title pageiaving 
been thought to afford sufficient information a to the manner of its publication; but in 

the subsequent volumes the name of the translatr was, by the permission of th State 
officers, allxed as editor. 	' 	' 	. 	 ' 	•• 	' 

At its ession of 1856, the Legislature passed the following act: 

"AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE COLONIAL 'H STORY OF TIlE STATE AND THE PUDLIOATIoN 
AND DIST1UBITroN THEREOF. 	' 

1' 
"PASSED APRIL 12, 1856, 'THREE-FIFThS hIEING i'RESENT.' 

The People of the State of New- York, represented in &nate and Assembly, do enact as follows: 
"SECTIoN I. The publication of the documents relating to the Colonial history of the State, 

pursuant to chapter one hundred and roventy-flve of the Lawn of eighteen hundred and forty 
nine, shall be completed under the direction, of the Regents of the University, who shall 
hereafter have the charge of the name, and of all things relating thereto, in place of and with 
the name powers as the officers named in said act 

"••... 	

•,, 	: 	,, 	

' 	 I 	
•, 
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" 	2. If the said Regents shall ascertain that, by the contracts already made in rgard to the 

said work, the State has agreed to print the wholeof said documents, and they shall be of 
pinion that portions only of those notjet printed should be published, they, the bald Regents, 

in ,, n that event, arrange with the contractors for the publication, in the place of the - 
docirn ts thus withdrawn, of others in relation t te early history of the State," to an 
equivalent extent, so as not to increase the amount of tlTh contract; The Secretary of State 
is hereby authorized to Jermit all proper investigations in his office, and the use 

of any documents, or books therein, for this purpose. 

3. Five copies of the said published documents shall be delivered to each member of the 
present Legislature, and five copies thereof shall be given to each of the clerks, officers and.. - 
reporters of the present Senate and Assembly, and to the several public officers who are entitled 
to bound copies of legislative documents. Three hundred copies thereof shall be placed with - 
the Regents of the University, and two hundred and fifty copies thereof with the Secrépry of - 
State for literary.exchanges  and distribution, as they may deem proper. The remáinin4copiee 
shall be offered for sale, under the direction of the Regents, on such public notice, and on such 
ternl8 and price, not less than two dollars and fifty cents per volume, as they may deem proper; 
and such copies as remain unsold, at the end ofsix months, shall be placed in the custody of 
the Regents of the University, subject to future distribution by the Legislature; the proceeds 
of any such sales made by the said Regents, after deducting their necessary expenses under 
this act, shall be, paid into the State treasury., Persons Who may have already subscribed 
for 'or purchased said documents, or such of them as may have been published, shall be 
credited' with the amount they may have paid, anl be allowed to complete their sets at the 
price fixed by the IRegents as aforesaid. 

4. This act shall take effect immediately.". 

On inquiry io the progress made in the translations and 
the condition of the work 

generally, it wasp found to be so nearly completed that it was deemed inexpedint1  by'. 
the Regents to attempt any exercise of the discretion vested in them under the second ' 
section ef the act of the Legislature. All that remained for them 

to do wa, to 
superintend the residue of the publication, according to the 

arrangement deterini1  ed upon and the contracts made by their predecesso, 
 

S 	 S 
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I  
THE Douments contained in heso volumes, ai e copies of arin in the Arive of the Dapartent 

	

of the Marne and the Colonies, in the Archives of the Departme 	Wa-1  anln the Royal Libjaiy at Paris 
The general management of Canadian affairs was, for a long tim nrusted tqtl e Department of Ithe 

	

Marine in France, vhich also iicluded the Colonies under its j 	d ction1  tI 	as not until aIout 

	

the year 175, when a general war broke out in America betw 	Pzafl6eI td England, that I'the'  
Department of War appeais to have had any particular communi1 iclns 1t1 11h French Agents in 

	

America, 9 any rate, nothing of consequence has been found ip its 	ivspre'ioi o that date 

	

The Archives of the Department of the Marine and the Colonies 	ery ijic i l.h'1 	oument relating 
to the history of the French Colonies in Amezica Owing, lIoweve 	iiouI4aie pronnnet among 

	

which may b? named the unbrid]e4 spirit of wanton destruction which 	edtd pe1s the Revolutionits 
of 1793), thse Archives are, at the present moment (1843), in 'a stat fi dep1ri le c nfusion, and tie 
toil and time required to ecamine and select from the vast mass of a raned 	s thatJoad thir 

	

shelves, can scarcely be appreciated by any one 'who ha not himself 	pero 	ni estigations 	I 
The paper relatin,g to Canada and New York, are contained rn o sepd4 aI stone T1e o4e 

	

consists of a series of bound volumes, commencing with the year 16 	rid enà 	r abruptly wish 1737. This 4eries nunberà 	 1. 

	

about Beventy ,volumes, and contains fh 	è patU 
I 

? t e ICing nd his  

	

Ministers to tl1e Governors and other functionaries in the French CqI 	s I ?:tI 	e I o be regrettel - that the vol' umes subse+ent to 1737, 'are missing The other, anc 	e incs iEi reoeI(ory, is - 

	

- series of "Cal-tons," or Portfolios, in which are placed, loosely hp 	rd an 	'jLl ut the slightet 

	

attempt nt arrangement,/ a vat mass of. original Documents relating/tc 	da kr4 'jZ 0 to theperio6 

	

of the Treaty pf Paris, 10th February, 1763 There are upwards of 	uiet ese "Caitons ' 

	

each of which contains locuments enougl to make two bound volur+ 
	u'ui 	It is acarcel 

possible to conceive a task m?re appahng to the investigator than an ei1a i ticnI f 	apers Dustyli:j l 

	

decayed, withoit order, often without a date to identify the Docun 	alc /k 1670 Jostlinjil 

	

paper relating to Dzeskau's defbat, an account of the surzender of Q 	1 4ji 	ith a letter-of 	. i . 

	

Governor Donan, the xpedition of 1690, mixed up with the attack dtr 	IT/i 	nry, Frontenc 
41  

	

and Duquesne, the Hurois and Manhattan Boston and the Ottawas, 	it3e 1b/ iteuts of these 

	

"Oatous" forrr, indeed, 1,hl. materials of a brilliant Historical Mosaic I 	P? 	ki 	ay the patient in 	wh? does not, allow their painful disorder to detr him fro 	I 
 It must be evident that this state of things was embarrassingin... 11J I 	r/ 	nt only very 

	

greatly increase the labclr of the 1nvestigatins, but was found that, ii 	t r4 	rices, vluable 	'I 

	

papers were mising from the mass If, jherefore, the Historian, in. 	g 4i h4s 	nscripts, 

	

hereafter, should observe Ideficiericies in the eries, he may feel assurd 	iie'II! I/l 	t been so lefl 	' 
without regret and mortification on the part of the collector 

 

	

The Archives/of the "jDepartment of Wr," howiver, present a 	ig 	In-.respec to 	- 

	

arrangement, to those of the "Marine and the Colonies" The paper 	'bnok' c I arranged in 
..:. 

.12 
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b unci ilinos, and their examinatIon was as agreeable and pleasant as that of the "Cartons" of the 

anne ws l 

JOIIN ROMEYN BaoDIxED 

aborious arncl annoying. The papers relate, chiefly, to the period.  bet:ween 1755 and. the 
reaty ôfPris, and comprise the cor.respondence of the Military Commanders in America with the ' 

Freicli GvrnmenL. 	 - 	 • 
Iti arragng these Transcripts which were, of. course, separately,  copied.), a strictly .chronoiogkal 

ojdr haS ren observed. The papers frQm the Dapartment of the Marine and the Colonies have been 

I  ir emi1d with those from the Departmept of War; and whenevr inclosui-es were found they have • 
a w4ys ben jplaced next after the letter transmitting them. 	 • 	 • 

I 	 : 

Ptius Je ember, 1843. 	 • 	 • 
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