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BRITISH RECORDS RELATING TO AMERICA IN MICROFORM

- General Editor: W E Minchinton " o : o

)

This series of microfilms, published by EP Microform Limited in.. ... . .«
COHJUﬂCthﬂ with the British Associatibn for American . Studies,

comprises over 100 titles covering many aspects of American P
history. ~ : e ' R

Material ranges in time from the colonial period to the twentieth - i
century in in place from Quebec to the West Indies. The series e s

“includes records relating .to.trade, industry, plantations,

agriculture and ranching, immigration and settlement, the anti-
slavery movement, politics, religion and military affalrs.

Na

There arc pcrgon@l papers and diaries as well as state documents

~and the records of industrial .and commercial concerns. Primary

printed. material (ncwspapero, pamphlets, guides etc) as well as
manuscript collections are included. Each new title includes a

“"copy of the introduction in pamphlet form as well as the o o
"mlcroform ‘version.at the ‘beginning of the film. ' : .

ﬁiheaacademlc.control of the scheme 1is vestedwlnman¢adyisory,!

‘committee is constantly secking to widen the scope of the scheme.”

committee of the British Association for American Studies. The L

~..Suggestions. for material for inclusion should be sent tothe . .. . . .

gerieral editor, Professor W E Minchinton, Department of Economic - 1
History, University of Exeter, Exeter EX4 4RJ. ‘ '

Full details of titles availablé in the British Records Relating
to“AmePica in"Microfprm series are available from: .

“EP Microform Limited S
East Ardsley . .f) , -
" Wakefield . :
_ West Yorkshire WF3 2AT
England -
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., The lists.of vessels which entered and cleared Nova Scotia ports between
-———-- 1730 -and -1820; contained in this_ microfilm —edition, were_compiléd by
so-called naval officers. Such officials became common throughout "North
America and the West Indies from the late seventeenth century;.and after
"the American Revolution their role was extendéd to the new colonies in
the east. The lists were submitted either quarterly or semi-anrually to'
the colonial governor to be despatched to London. Surviving copies -have’ E

e been found maiply in the Colonial Office papers, but-also-among-the- —papers===""""
L -+ ———0f-the-Treasury affe\ Home - Office. There is~ no*lndlcation that these Tists -
b - were ever-used as the basis for general reports which resulted in elther ‘

b ~ policy discussion or decisions. The collection _of data, however ~

o

incomplete,” thus having served no 1mportant use to contemporarles, is

nevertheless..of great interest to historians, who have begun to_mine this = . ¢
TN idformation,.with the aid of computers, in- order to-establish-the-volume——-
— ——-and- leeCtlon of British colonial trade, the element in overall “British® " "7 T
-~ - -_trade whlch Ain. the elghteenth century grew the most -dramatically+ (1/ o T =

L The_Nova_ Scotla,naval_offlce_llsts”nas_Wlth.othen~colon1es,zhave_onlv_ e

L ... _partially-survived,.and only for the period 1749- 1766-are-they=completer—i—=—x
—— Rlternative— —sources- can- supplement-these- 11sts——notably-imsts—of“shIppIng‘“““"“”*‘
P : compiled by customs officials, and those noted in the newspapers of /
e .. Halifax. ‘Reference to ship movements in war .time vanish from-the.
L;_W*~_“@» newspapers ~and other sources have been sought by hlstorlans—tOTflliwbHEbe
o~ - .. gaps. " In the case of the war of the American Revolution, a manuscript=in~ =~
. . . the Public Archives of Nova Scotia,_notes_ships. entenlng_Hallfag;ygrbo et e
fee 'P”om—July—Abh —1778 -through- November-ﬂSth 1781~ (2)——Usmng—a—var1ety—of i
i »— — New-England_-sources one.historian has compiled a list=of 225 Vessels- ~ -

- - captured by New England vessels off Nova Scotia between 1775 and 1783.(3). :
No—such—work~has been-undertaken-for-the- warhof-4842~—wh1ch-aiso~greatiy—————~*~*
disrupted the shlpplng of Nova Scotia. Both these llStS are reproduced

here with. permission. ‘

.

-

Sl Among the more 1nterest1ng quantitative spydles are Edward Charles
» A - Lesnick Jr, 'A Quantitative Analysis of the Supply and Demand for
U Ships: A Case Study of Colonial New York and South Carolina',
(unpublished PhD dissertation, University of Notre Dame, 1973) ,

. Lawrence James Bradley,. 'The London—Brlstol Rivalry:’ Conventlonal R = N

. History and the Colonial Office 5: Records for the Port of New York", )
e _”(unpubllshed PhD dissertation, University of Notre- Dame,-~1971-)-y——
poo ' » John Haskell Levitt, ''New Jersey Shipping, 1722-1764: A Statistical
e < - Study!, (unpubllshed PhD dissertation, University.of Utah, Qw3},
‘ .. - William T. Davisson, 'New York Marltlme Trade: 1715-1765"', New York
;___.*_;-v---"_Hlstorlcal Society Quarterly, Vol. (October 1971):.308-17. t

_ known 'is the work of James F Shepherd & Gary M Walton,. Shippi o

i-‘ maritime trade and the economic development .of Colonial NortE America, -
(Cambridge Unlver31ty Press, 1972).

2 Report of the Board of Trustees of the Public Archlves of Nova Scotia
. for the Year ended 30th November, 1936 (Halifax: King' s Printer 1937)
26-66, Appendix C. 4 ;

3 John Dewar Falblsy, 'Prlvateerlng and Plracy The Effects of New . ”"fw
England Raiding upon-Nova Scotia during the Ameriecan Revolution, ' =~ .°
1775-1783", (unpublished PhD dissertation, Unlver31ty of Massachusetts,

" 19721,—Append1x C: 269-314

PRV T ORI S Ay e Ty
LAk SRt e Ny Spa e

~

T T



[P
T
. -

-/
. . r'
s

%WWTWu. -.2 THE NAVAL OFTICFRS AND THE NAVAL OTPICF SHIPPING LISTS \”“Mf}
2 . The Nav1gatlon Act of 1696 (7 & 8 William III c.22, para. V) flrst gave
— T the naval officer official status, while one. “hundred”and twenty-nine. . .
oo years later the position -was abollshed by an Act to Repeal Several Laws )
s Relating to-the Customs (6 George IV, c. 'cv), which received royal assent .
‘on July 5th, 1825. The Act of 1696 has been foreshadowed by an earlier . -
“Act. (15Charles II, c.7, para. viii), when the duties of the naval officer.
. .. were first Outllned By the 1663 Act ships could lade or unlade -goods. , .,
.;_l_“uhw_ in_the colonles and plantatlons only after the captalns had provided the B
———- < = naval-officer with’an 1nventory of “cargo, givén official notice of hls

== - . arrival, details of the ship's name and of its master, and flnally SR

‘was Engllsh bullt and owned. The dutles were carrled out 1n the name
of the - colonial governor by a clerk in_the naval. offlce of_the_ colony,
~s:wmew-*whose salary was -to-be provided for by Parliament.-

——————By-the-1696- Act the.naval officer took the_place -of'. the governor—ln all

A', matters pertaining to the shipping clauses of the various acts of trade.ul‘.
ez He_was requlred to give securlty to-the commissioners=of=the- customs ye—-
s e though—he .was -never a member. 'of ' the customs service, to - grant certlflcates
A — f*entrances*and cléarances of VEs5e15;to éﬁémihe‘all certiricates, . ..
docquets and navigation bonds and to obtaln detailed information regardlng

B : every vessel-entering- and«elearlng port.. Such- lnformatlon_lncludes.th s
e ... date of entry and clearance, the name of the-ship, the home port-or- colony-f--~
7. .- .. where—and.when_the ship was built and registered;the name of "the: master,lll;;;::;

" ~. the name _of the:owner or owners, the measured ‘tonnage, the number of-guns-— '
P Ggrried—if ~any; the number _of crew and™ -
o ~... including information about slaves or 1ndentuked servants. In addltlon,

: - the name of the last port of clearance or the 1mmed1ate destlnatlon -are -

TCarriedy; =

- . . , : _
“In tlme each of -the"West ‘Indies and North American colonies (including
Upper Canada. after 1791) had a naval officer. Their work could readlly
have been done by the customs officers, whose co-operation was vital; but |
'such an administrative reform seems not to have been considered unt11 o
- the- 1820s. They,like the customs officials,had on occasion to collect
fees. In Nova Scotia,-for instance, the only provincial act to refer to = |
the naval officer (33 George III c.3, para. ii) required him tQ collect—"-**"""ﬂ
‘light duties for-the llghthouses at Sambro Island and at the entrance tox\ '
- Shelburne harbour : (o 7
T - In Nova Scotla the naval officers not only were part of the rullng ollgarchy,
'~ but held their pest,for many years. That they were well connected was to’
- o be expected since tﬁelr app01ntments were made by the governor,. under a
~“ " mandamus from the Secretary of State. Between 1749 and 1825,. the average.
—tenure-was-more than fifteen years Ben jamin Gr*een,'*1749-72"Wlnckwor'thw
.Tonge, 1772-1792, .William Cottnam Tonge, 1792-1807; John- Beckwlth 1807- T
1820; James® Blackwell 1820-1825. Green, Winckworth Tonge/and Beckw1th o
all dled in. office. | The first three holders of the offide were also members
of the Nova Scotia Assembly, and held a multiplicity of posts. Green-.
(1713-72). was born in Massachusetts, reared to trade in Boston, and came
"into prominence when William Pepperrell who commanded the New England .
f,forces at the 1745 siege of Lou1sbourg, selected hlm as his secretary (4)

VA

4 'Donéld F Chard, 'Benjamin Green', Dicticnary of Canadlan Blography, .
" Vol. ,IV (Toronto Unlver51ty of Torontp Press, 1979) 312-13.- S




T ~ When~ the - fortress surrendered he was made secretary to the Lou1sbourg - .
Council. When the new town of Halifax began to be laid out in the surmer’ .
. of_1749_he:was.not only made.naval officer, but named-to-the-Nova-Scotia- e
Council, and served first as secretary of the province (until 1752) and .
then ‘as treasurer (until 1768). He also acted as. judge of the Vice -

Admlralty court, and from 1760-as a justice -of the peace.

-

The only Nova Scotia naval officer to generate controversy over the office-
itself was Green’s successor, Winckworth Tonge (1728-92).(5) Born in ,
. Ireland he served as an offlcer in the 45tH Foot at Loulsbourg~from~1745f—me:-- s
to 1749, and later served between 1755 and 1759 at Beausé jour,~Louisbourg——
[ -and at Quebec before resigning his commission in the ‘early- 17605““"From LT
etz numerous -land-grants he was able to establish himself as g prov1n01al
- gentleman. Elected to the Nova Scotia Assembly first in 1759 he’ was a
~————————-member-of-the-provincial-Assembly - continuously:-from=
T "“the peace, who'served as surveyor'of roads, bridges "and other publlc
works,.he tried to convert his post of naval officer 1nto a lucrative
~———- — office;—Tonge insisted on app01nt1ng his own deputies, where ‘before this -
: had been part of the governor's prerogatlve. To the alienation of thls-,
T important benéfactor he added the annoyance of the merchants by app01nt1ng“‘”*‘*'
deputies to ports hitherto free.of such bureaucracy - He became-the-centre.- - -
T of controversy not-only by unllaterally raising his fees charged to shlpplng, jk-
but in attempts in 1789-90 to curb smuggllng especially from_the United. o
States.. When the controversy broke in the Assembly,(6) the governor and L
- 777 Council felt obliged to back down and permit the entry.of a.wide.range — t~;e;;;gi
- of American ‘imports. " 'In addition Tenge was ordered to recall his-deputy——————
‘ - naval officers fron_ali~but_the.ports.of.Halifax. and-Shelbu.ne,__Aunotlce___~——_——a
R appeared :in the Halifax newspaper to.warn all ShlpS' masteps entering. - :
" Nova. Scofia. ports.from abroad in future to come..'to.the_ports_of_ Hallfax :
._and Shelburne to_enter, and they are not to break. bulk,wor“take any.
artlcles on. board pregg:ns to making report', (7) or otherwise face

ey A ,.,L...,....

i

R s

prosecution. It was-ak important victory for regional towns and under- . .
scored the inadequacy of the Hallfax authorities to control trade: espe01ally ‘
with New England. - _ ‘ R -y
. . . . . V4
5 Ronald-H McDonald, 'Winckworth Tonge', ibid., 736—38.
AN .
6 Reference to the battle over the naval officer in 1789 90 is found ‘in . o
Douglas Mitchell Brown, 'From Yank®e to Nova Scotian; Simeon Perkins
of Liverpool, Nova Scotia, 1762-1796', (MA thesis, Oueen s University,
1978): 180=95. On the controversy over the app01ntment of Torige's |
« . son to replace him as nawal officer, see Terrance M Punch, .'The Halifax
1 Ll “Connection 1749-1848: A Century of Ollgarchy in Nova Scotla" (MA. the51s,
o i St. Mary's .University, Halifax, 1972): 48-51. .For details of William =~
- Tonge's careebr see Charles Bruce Fergusson, ed., The-Diary of Slmeon
-~ Perkins 1790-1796 (Toronto: Champlaln Soc1ety, 1961) 6ns. -

7 The Royal Gazette and the Nova Scotia Advertiser (Hallfax), No. 60 4
11 May 1790, 1n which issue W1nckworth‘Tonge ‘published.a lengthy Self— '
serV1ng letter to explain his posxtlon in-the affair, an unprecedented Ct
: act for.a naval offlcer.v ; c . R
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?{: . The last naval officer to be app01nted was James Blackwell, who was |
o -overtaken by Huskisson's reform of the customs service. In 1825 Blackwell
;, was_prematurely,pen31oned off, his pen31on-be1ng—based onuthewnet~proceeds ~
i~~~ of histoffice, averaged over the five years he had held the .post...This.~ ufgi
: " ‘came to £410 83 while his pension anmounting to two-thirds of this sum,.
. or £273.12s, was 'a very satlsfactory sum’ being roughly the equivalent of
: the annual wage of a ship! S-mgster in the North Atlantic. (8) : .
i . . : o
P ‘ ) .
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33 THE NOVA SCOTIA SHIPPING LISTS AND HISTORIANS _ W T

-*—~u«-m~Though the ~surviving- shlpplng llsts are- of obv1ous~value to hlstorlans
— . lthey have_to_beTused with-care....In the. matterﬂof_ownenshlp,_fbn_lnstance
© usually . only. one owner is cited,- while studies’ of such ownership elsewhere
suggest that ownership was much more w1dely held,(9) if-other sources are
employed to elaborate the details found in the naval office llStS. ‘
Furthermore there are real problems with the cargo descrlptlons. General
statements like 'sundry European goods', or simply 'foodstuffs'\are o
——-~———~———£pequently—@eund-*n~the~Neva~Seot;a—lasts,—thus-maklnguaccu P
—- measurement often impossible. : !
The Hallfax lists for 1749- 1766 have been analysed w1th the ald of a
computer, by Lewis R Fischer, of Memorial University of Newfoundlarid
T and Sone Of s datﬁ”ﬁ?é”ﬁummﬁrtzed‘herEWMHQTﬁﬁIFIRHmDIEnIWFTﬂfﬂ‘—ﬁﬁLvmr————-*————
consider, by way of example, the proportion of -shipping tonnage: enterlng s
—_—— hﬁHallfax port,ﬁwe can_establish the relative_importance -of different : -
CoT regxonS“ES‘suppllers toNava Scotla Table 1 provxdes—some—detalls~be}owL-——74—~«

——————— s 2 e e . - . T e ermbe bty A et e 5

= v, = P deer——— .+ - 8 . . :
R 3 . . . e e — -

e ’ . . ' —— ) v - . — - . ) \. y T -. ," ._ v \
ST I Table 1 . . : T Co
.~.....l...__..‘.. —— e - . ' /

Shlpplng Tonnage Enterlng Hallfax 1749 1766

o e e e

(%) ; - '5-1*~~--»¥*~¢~7-~w4%—4

L ‘ e Y e

,.VFr'om PorES iR 7T T TTTI749- 53“‘“1754-58“““—1759“63”‘"—1764*66 ' e
- - Nelw Bngland Q L 6{22, | 56.8  S6. 9 . L 42.9 T —-«
CGreat Britain & Treland . 10.5 ' .7 197 gm0 o0
‘Elsewhere . . 25,0 .28.5 341 373 o
. Avenage annual.total tonnage 8,776 8,514 . 8,203 ’4»'5,105]".-“
| AVenage-annuei'no. of Sﬁips 184 200 _A 376. ~‘i07;

- - - N

9 .See 1n partlcular Slmeon J Crowther, 'The Shlprlldlng Output of the -« -

" Delaware Valley, 1722-1776'.  Proceedings of the American Philosophical
Society, vol LXVIL (April 1973]: 90-T14.  This article was brought to. ..~
my attention by Lewis R Fischer. See his own excellent asyet ~ . =~ =
unpublished article; 'Revolution without Independence:  The Halifax - = -~ -

. Merchants and the Ameérican Revolution, 1749-1775', (paper presented to

the annual meéting of the Canadian Hlstorlcal Assoc1atlon Lon on :
Ontarlo, June 1978) (mlmeographed) . : '

Lo :10 Mr Fischer has carried out a computer analy51s of the. shlpplng sts L
DD S S from_J749 to. 1766 Ll el e : o

e o . . . . - N . ’.



v ;) Ships éﬁv1ng New England ports. as’ thelr last port of call dominated the
oL Halifax ifmport trade from the earliest years. By 1764-66 one-fifth of
—-—.---the-ships--came from British and Irish ports, while a steadlly increasing.--. .
_share of Halifax's imports was met by ships coming from ports elsewhere ,
that' from the British Isles or New England. Highest annual tonnage was -~ ©
recordéd 'in 1750 ‘when 13,546 tons of shipping entered the port. Only 1n
o ‘ 1757 and 1759, when Hallfax experiences .unusual. activity relating t
a4 ‘military operations were more than 10,000 tons of shipping recordéa
} *———-—————enterxng—the—port*—%G~?75~and—+2—223—%ons X
- shipping declined sharply from 1762, and by ‘the m1d—1760s activity. in-. ——— -
] g:. ) Halifax port was about the same level as that of’ Sydney, the prlncipal :
i

port of Cape Breton, in the mid-1790s.¥ If the activity of the port is
measured .by -tonnage, then in the 1750s and 1760s, Halifax was three to

four times less active than Boston, and’ about half as active as N“W’YGPR“*“““‘““
and rather more active than the’ port of Charleston. The table, below S

] §J> lllustrates the relablve‘p051t10n-between Hallfax and Boston
it
. : S ) Table 2 e e
: §i ) Hallfax and Boston Shlpplng Compared Y
L gn - ”Aﬁnﬁallayegaée;tMgwhql Entrances Aw;j”f;' “l'i“*i"—Clearances =
R Boston ~  Halifax , Boston - Halifa'x -
TUUTATRI-56 T T 16,149 7,367 T BT .' 7 /.30 _e;w‘f";.j:_;_"
1759-64* 31,511 8,377 w0 T, 574 R

 +for the years 1759, 1761, 176é and 1764 only.

Sources: For Halifax, suﬁbiaed by Lew1s R Fisher; for Boston Murray
G Lawson, 'The Routes of Boston's Trade, 1752-65' in

E .. . _ . Publications of the Colonial ‘Society of Massachusetts, -
E XXX ransactions T747-1951 (Boston, 195 able 1 e

J—

f *The map was. prepared by Lynne TrepanlerQWarner, of the. Department of
Geography at the Un1vers1ty of Ottawa, see page 8. :
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| - 4 CONTENTS OF THE FILM _ . R ’fh g R

: The’Nova Scotia shipping 1ists have been microfilmed as they appear in
| .the original Public Record Office collections. To indicateé.which 1ists
: have survived ‘and are found in this film the letters (a), (b), (c). and...
p (d) are used to denote the four quarters of the calendar year.
X N
L L SUMMARY OF. THE NOVA SCOTIA NAVAL OFFICE LISTS
]
t

.. - Year-- Port Entrances Clearances~ References ' ,l ﬂ:.@ ”;-:{r.
liglijjﬁ,k 17;8/ Cénso\ - ‘ " abed - :'c9_221/28. fol. 13-4
% - 1749 Halifax . cd - cd .- CO221/28, T64/84
- 1750  Halifax  abed . abed Co 221/28, T64/§4 o
' "17519'ffHalifax' “abed " Tabed 'c0"221/28;‘Téa/sa;f"*“**““x"**"
1752 Halifax'  abed abed €O 221/28, T64/8h
1753 Halifax  abed Cabed - CO 221/28-29, T64/84
1756 Halifax. abed . abed €O 221/29 SRR
1755 Halifax ‘abed RN abed o 221/29”M¥;}360 ; "171;,;:,Vu‘

e -~ 1756 -“Halifax- -~abed-- - - abed -co 221/29,,T1[366‘ —

& T%éf ? ﬁaiifax_u -ebcd ‘-  : tébca ‘~r~~' CO 221/29 T1/379 S

i ’ { 1758 " Halifax~ abed < T abcd” .fco 221730, 11/387' —
‘i 1759 Halifax | abcd - j ' "abcd CO 221/30, T1/393

;j 1760  Halifax ~ abed . . abed €O 221/30 - " ' :_j
{; 3=w761” _,Helifax - abed abcd . CO 221/30, T1/411

% 1762 . Halifax  abed abed - €O 221/31, T1/416

;E-} ; 1763 Halifax  abed abed - co{221/313 T1/42k

E: 1764. Halifax ~ abed T 7 abed  ~CO 221/31 '

r- , 1765  Halifax - - abcd abcd o 221731, TIMET S

g? 1766 Halifax abed’ © abcd | Co 217/4&, fol. 237-644'

E; . Cumberland abcd o abed | 0 217/44, fol. 265-T4 )
Eﬁ 1785 Sydney bed bed T 7O 221734

&i 1786  Sydney o d : ~d . C0221/34

E . aiomt a 4~ co2etze o e

: .rr: Louisbourg ~ d d " co 221/34.., o

J . Mainabieu d ~o4 ezt ., e



- e

Clearances

Year —Port: "”Enfrances """

“'References

— o ——s pant R anstnag et en

vy

1787  Sydney cd cd co

 Arichat . cd cd . co

1788  Sydney ~  ab S ab - Y o0,

1792 Halifax. = d 4, HO

221/34
221/34 g .";ﬁfQ}," :
221/34

76/1 i (34). .

abed

Sydney ~abed. .CO
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