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ON December 31, 1778, John Askin,
a 39-year-old Scotch-Irishman

" who had been a commissary and, fur

trader at Fort Michilimackinac since
1764, sat down and took stock of his
assets and liabilities, as fellow bus-
inessmen in all ages have been wont
to do at the end of the year. Although
Askin was a highly intelligent man,
one who recognized the value of
keeping records for future reference,
he could not possibly have realized
how important the document he was
drawing up that last day of 1778

would prove to be some two centuries
later.

Nor could Askin, who had just
built a new residence for his large
housé¢hold, have known that within
less than three years Michilimackinac,

.on the tip of Michigan’s lower pen-

insula, would be abandoned by the
British in favor of a new post on
Mackinac Island. But so it happened,
and by the time John Askin died in
Sandwich (now Windsor), Canada,
in 1815, nothing could be seen of the
buildings he had owned at Michili-
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The Askin Inventory
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'A Mackinac businessman’s
property in 1778

By GEOrCe S. May

©1963 by The Mackinac Island State Park Commission

mackinac, or of any of the other struc-
tures at the fort except a few rotting
timbers protruding from the sand. Be-
fore long, even these few visible re-
mains of the fort had disappeared,
and _all the former residents of old

Michilimackinac had died, taking with

them the memory of what it had real-
ly been like to live at that eighteenth-
century outpost.

Happily, the story of John -Askin
and Fort Michilimackinac does not
end on this sad note. A century and a
half later the two were reunited in a
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Archaeologists at Michilimackinac

most unusual way in the course of the
restoration of the fort by the Mackinae
Island State Purk Commission. While
archacolovists probed the sandy soil at
Mackinaw City and uncovered the
evidence of the past that had lain
dormant nearly two hundred vears,
historians searched for documents re-
lating to Michilimackinac. Among the
records found in the Ontario Archives,
Toronto, were some of John Askin's
papers, including that Jong-forgotten
1778 inventory of Askin's estate.

A ghlince through this document’s
twentyv-nine pages soon confirmed
surprising fact that had been suggest-
ed carlier by the findings of the ar-
chacologists excavating the site of the
fort—namely, that the old concept of
a crude frontier outpost whose in-
habitants had few, if any of the com-
forts of life did not apply to evervone

Holy

who had Tived at Michilimackinac.
Certaindv, if Askin's inventary of his
possessions is any indication, he and
his fannlyv, far from bhaving been
forced to rough it. had lived as well
as did other well-to-do businessmen
and their fanulies of that period who
were fortunite cnoueh to live in the
adimmttedly more comfortable sur-
rommdings of Philadelphin, Albany, or
Maontreal.

Unfortunately, that part of Askin's
inventory in which he listed his
“Houses, lands, &7 has been torn
ofl and lost. So we can only guess as
to the nmmber of these holdings.
Farlier in 1779, however, Askin had
written that he was building a two-
storv house “out of the Fort.” This
wis in the “Subarbs.” where Askin
noted that there were “near one hun-
dred houses,” including some “toler-

able good ones.” Up to this time Askin
apparently had been living inside the
fort, exactly where is not known. Arti-
facts associated with the foundations
of one or two residences thus far un-
covered in the fort at least suggest
that Askin or some one of equal rank
dwelt in the houses that once stood
on these sites. Apparently, however,
Askin decided to build outside the
fort beecause he needed the room,
since at this time, he wrote, “my own
fumely consists of about 20 persons
always.” :

Askin's large houschold included
several slaves, the exact number also
having beendincluded on the missing
portion of the inventory. From other
sources it is known that around this
time Askin owned two Negro.slaves,
Pompey and Jupiter. In addition, in.
Mav, 1778, he had written that he
needed “two pretty panis [Indiim
staves] girls of from 9 to 16 vears of
age,” and he may have had other
slaves in his service, also.

Askin since 1774 had had a farm.
three miles from ‘the fort, and on his
furm he had some animals—two “good |
milch Cows.” three “fatt oxen.” two
horses. three sows, a boar and "a
Smaller Pig,” and twenty “fowles”
Farmer Askin. also lists in his inven-
tory various picces of farm equipment,
such as a scevthe, several hoes, a
spade, a “Shovelll” a "Wattering
Pott.” two cow bells, an iron rake, two
hav forks, and "a Machine to cut
Qates.”

Among m.u’ other “Tools & ¢
listed by Askily’ were such things as
suws, “plains.” bellows, anvils, a
trowel, a mallet, “a large Mortizing
Chizell” vises, “a Weighing Beam.”
cooper’s tools, and blacksmith's tools.
Obviously, same, if not most of this
cquipment was used by Askin not to
indulge his fondness for do-it-vourself
projects but for business purposes. In-
dians, for example, depended upon
blacksmiths at posts such as Fort
Michilimackinae to repair their guns
and other metal implements.

Although the crown took over near-
Iy all privatélv-owned vessels on the
Creat Lakes when the American Rev-
olution broke out, Askin, who before
the war had held a virtual monopoly
of the modest shipping facilities on
the upper Great Lakes, on December
31, 1778, in the midst of the war, still
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apt. nma noredith. "ioonae* to :ohn Asnn. ‘
eived .June 10, 1790, ' Reports om pneuoua lette sent
_'"thezr health. Con:ratulsies him on "the sac ct

jyour eleoction for sevid Smith end of the Prosper

Situation in which yoa point the rising settlement. eround

_.you"e-- Has beed dusy repsiring the Tower in Iondon anmd

“"Sells of efforts to disafrect the army by propeganda. :
Comments on the behesding of Louis XVI, on Lord Amherst's ;

agpomment as comnder in Chief, the fleet prepuretiona,
_Q Oo . )
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1791 Typewritten copy of lettcr, Cetharine flamilton to her :
father and mother. Tells of the visit of her silster,
Archonse Meredith, and her hugband on their way to
Montreale. July 8, 1791, -In Frenchs . .
Letter, Archonge Meredith, Kingstom, to her mother,

Mme. John Askin, Detroit. She and her husbbAd are
with Mr. Certwright "qui est un homme tres sgresble
comme vous savez", after a trip from Ni:gsras. 1s

goln; on to Montreal., Sends gre:tings to femidy end -
frie_nds. July 9, 1791, In ¥rench, =

. Some to eame, written from Cucbece Tells of the many-
kindnesses they have received from friends-end sends
news of meny of them. Sends messages to femily snd '~
friends. July 22, 1791 In ¥renche ' »

Letter, Agchang;e Meredith, (uebec, to her father, John
Askin, fritten Just before sailing for znglande
Tells of the mmy kindnesses she received from Mre.
Blackwood and other friends. Sends messages 10 friends
and the femily. July 25, 17981, - E

letter, Archonge Meredith, at Anchor in the vowns of Deal,
to her mothere. Tells of their voyage scross the Atlantic,
A note from Coapte David Meredith to John Askin. Kefers
to European situation. August 28, 179l.

Letter, David Meredith, Woolwich, to Joha Askin, Detroit.
Reports on their life at Woolwich, visits to friends,
to lLondon, rebellion in St. pomingo,  riot of Dissenters
in Birmincham "to commemorate the Irench Re'vc lution®,
receprion of his wife by his fricnds end the Hegiwment,
etc. HNovembor 2, 1791. -
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1792 Stsatement by John Askin concerning Commodore Grent's lot
oL opposite Peach Islend. lie received an Indisn title to
' © ¢h¢ land, later had it moasured off snd boundary poasts

put in-by Porlier Bensc, a surgeyore Protcsts the clsim

gftnmoi Ié.'Eaper'anoa or of her son to any-pa#rt of that

(o) dv 7 2. : - - ) -

Letter, Archange Meredith, ivicol:-ich, to her mother, ¥Mme.
John Askin, Detroite. Reports on the health of her husbond
and young dsughter, Anne; on visits from Cansdian friends
in Fneland, life in barracks at Woolwich, the popularity

of the rrench l:ngusge; the fashions; social affeirs, etc.
‘Msrch 20, 1782, In lrrenche :
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‘1792 « continued

Letter, Archange Meredith, Vvioolwich, to her father, John
Askine Tells of the military sotivities which keeps her .
- husband busy prep:ring trar a grand review dbefore tho xinge.
"You must esllow mc to congratulate you upon the victory
of the Indions. ‘he Gazette gave us a good sccounte I
think the Amoricans deserve what they -mye received for
attemptin:_, to drive the poor Indiacns from their mative
—grounds™—lir. Isaac-Todd has sent her s barrel of -
cranberries. Is wry happy in her 111’6 at a.oolwioh.
Harch 20, 1792, -

Letter, Archange Meredith, woolwich, tq her mother, Mme.
John Askine ‘tells her about the grand review before the
o King snd Royal Femily on Sydenham commone Her husbdband
M'ﬁ‘”r‘j has hesrd recently from vavid umith, givinc neus of
affsirs in Cansde. Sends greetings to friends and family.
July b, 1792, 1In frenche _

Letter, Archenge Mere.ith, Woolwich, to her mother, Mme.
John Askin, vetroit. Zells of the camp at Be;shot Hecath
where her husband is for a short time, of the garden of
their house, of the trend of rashions, etc. July 24,
1792, In rrench.

Letter, Archange Meredith, woolwich, to her father, John
Askine Is happy to have her husband back from campe
Mentions visits from Mre. Todd end John Patterson, the .
uncertainty of their future plans, etcs August 28, 1792,

Letter, Archange Meredith to her mother. Is still at
Woolwich, altho' part of the Regiment is expected to be
sent avaye Hes boon to London and attended the the..tre,
letter, D. Moeredith to John Askin, on their military
ostabliazment. Their plans st1ll uncortein.

el



1793

Letter, rrchange Merodith, woolnich,;to her mother, iimee.

John Askine Thonks her for “"lec jolie present que -
tionsieur Leith ma romis"., Her husb-nd has been on duty
in the Yower of londom, om :ccount of digefiection amon;
the populacee. Assures her of the general loyslty €D the
citizens to the Crown, how:ver. Commsnts on thelir heavy
expecnses which demnnd "la plus gronde economic". Fears
a war with France, in consequence of such fears her
nusbend #5811 be awny ot campe 1ilas visited ir. robinson

in London mcentl; and saw "Romeo & Juliet", slsoc a&.

psntomime. Has heard from Leith Robinson and Mr. Todd

 of the family ond of David tmith's cleetione. Is shocked

ot the beheoiin;; of the Irench Kin: ond fueen, etc,
January 24, 1793.

1793 - ccntinued

Letter, Archsnge Meredith, vioolwich, to hcr mother,

W¥me., John Askin. Mentions the birth of hei 8on.

fler husband has been anpointed Adjutant to Cole .
vitllismsone. Regrots finnnces do not purmit her to

b. wi h her husb:.nde Her son's name is David “illiam
& #re Hobortssn is one of nis godfatherss Quotes from
a report of the Duke aof iiicumond pr eising the conduct
of Licute. Mor dith whon a Fronch privateer aetteapted
to lond at ty.hes. Describes lier somne Conmcnts on the
fashions, otce July 12, 17935 ‘
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1794

Typewritten copy ol letter, Devid Meredith, Woolwich,
"to his mother-in-lew, ¥Mme. John Askin, on family
matters. March 20, 1794, In F¥renche

Comnmission from Alexendexr McKee, Lieutenant of the
gounty of Issex, appointing John Askin to be
Licsutensnt Colonel in the Northern Battolion of the
¥ilitie of that Countye. April, 1794. Mutilated.

Letter, Capte Jeames Allan, South Battalion, Lssex Militie,
petite Cote, to Lieut. Cole John Askin, Commanding
the Northern Bottalion, Issex Miliifn, covering returns
of his two compenies. "The men have no other
‘accoutrements than Powder horn & Shot pouch,*”
august 17, 1794. ~

Letter, Cole R.G.(?) Encland, Detroit, to Licut. Cole.
John Askin, askin; far a correct absXtirsct of the
Militia of the County of issex under his commwnde who
sorved the last fall, "in order thal the whole may
recoive Asrmy Pay agreably to His Lxcellency Gowernmor
c{mcoe's Instructions®. October 20, 1794, ‘
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1796

1stter, Archange Meredith, Woolwich, to hcr mother, Mme.

John Askine Her husband is sending crayon sketches of
himsclf, his nife and his children out to Cenada with
Mre. Robertson. Anticipetes promotion for her husband
et quoiquo le¢ rang soit le mems, la paye n'est pas le

meme et la éifference nous plairs infinement.” Hopes

thet her husbend will be ordered to Consda when he gets
his compsnye Scnds greetings to fricnds & femilys o
March 13, 1795.- In French.

5

1795 - cont inued | |
| Letter, Archange Mcredith, Woolwich, to her father, John -

Askin, Detroit. Ncports a vecry cold and trying =dnter
- lsments not having a caridle to dash ohout it. i hes

" to hear what he mesns to Go regpectinc the posts being

given, whetner he intends staying in Detroit or moving
to the other side of the river. Refers to the socrap
between the Americens and Indisnss Notes that the war
with rrsnce has ralsed the cost of living. Compares
the apples of Concda énd England and mentions that
pineapples are a juinea s piece. March 13, 1795,

Letter, David Meredith, Hopton Camp, near North Yarmouth,

to John Askine. His wife has "followed the Camp" this
year. .Hopes to sec peece restored soon. Reporis Capte.
Maercer expocts to leave to settle in Canedae "I
suppose you will be very busy the ned$ Spring in msking
arencemcnts for giving uo the Post to the imerlcons.”

A note from Archange Xeredith to her father,

Ootober 5, 1795. '

Lettcer, Madoline Richerdaon, York, to her father and

mother, Mr. & Mrse John Askin. Illness has prevented
her writing boforee. HopeRk Mre Richordson might have
visited them when they werse et Niegaras Has found the
winter longe Thanks her €ather for soms apples he hna
sente Notes that the Governor has spent the winter at
Yorke November 8, 1795, In ¥renche

letter, David Me:edith, London, to John Askin, Detroite

Is stationed at Yormouth where his wife and tmo children
sre estsb isheds Mentions disturbences €aused by "the
lower orders"e Sendh grectingse Navember 30, 1795.



1798 - Letter, Arohange Meredith. Laughlinstown Camp, to her

father, John Askin, vetroites Thanks him for a girt of

20 cuineas. Refors to the capturc of the fur ship, the
Ariadne, by the rronche. rears the French will invade
Irelande. #rites cbout the children, the climate,

the fashions. ."The pew Town below the Huron church is, -
1 hope, going on ropidly snd I trust when it 18 complecatod
that you will be ellowed mo.e military to reside in it
besides the isngers, for the military used to make it

- livaely-as the soclety anonst them wes—in genoral very

good.” Mentions her sister Thorese'a mnrrhge to Those
McKee., Jonuary 28, 1798, -

Affidavits mede by John Askin and by his wife, Archane;e Askin,

ag to their merriase and their living children. YXobruary
27’ 1798.

letter, Archemnie Meredith, Laughlinstorsn Cemp, to her mother,

Mme., John Askin. ¥Virites on the disturbed conditions in
Irelsnd, fooxrmponncomaxiaxatxtxxxyanxik, iheir life in
camp, their ciildren, the foshions, etc. Narch 29, 1798.
In ¥French. »

Letter, Archange Meredith, Laughlinato n Campp to her rather.

John Askin, Detroit. 7Tells of the troubles in Ireland.
lay 24, 1798,

Letter from Capt. Mercer, London. Has returned to military

1ife. Plans returning to Canede sonme time in the future
to settle., Hefers to the marriase of 'mereao Asking to Those
MoKess June 7, 1798, Incomplcte.




1798 = cont inued

Letter, Archance Merodith, Dublin Barracks, to her fatier,
John Askin, Detroit. Tells of disturbed conditions in
Ircland. Her husband has gone to Sslines on his way to
Athlonee. Ruports I'rench aid to Irish rebels. Vrites
about her children. Ausust 1, 1708(?) '

Letter, Archange Meredith, Athlone, to her mother, Nme. John
Asicin, Deteoit. Describes their new quarters overlooking
the shannon. Sends good wishes to her sister, Mrs. Thos.
MoKee, on the birth of a son. Her husband is very dbusy
now that he has commend of a brigede, Writes om hor

recrcations, the thestre, soclal affairs & resding.
December 1, 1798

Grent to 7illiam Harffy of 240 acres of lend, Lot 5,
Con. 2, Harwiche Dooember 1, 1738, o

. Letter, Francois Baby, Esqe, L'Assomption, Deputy Lieut.

of the County of Lssex, to Col. Askin, enclosing oircular -
letter from Fresident Russell, with instructions for
forming an emergency companye December 50, 1798.
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1999 letter, D. V. Smith, Survcyor Genecral’s 0ffice, to Joln
" Askin, stating that he has procured His Homour's .
permission for J.Se to locate s lot near Chatham &
to go to Mr. Iredelle for that purposee April §, 1799.

Letter, irchange Meredith, Athlone, to her father, John
Askine. Notes the difficulty with mail. ¥rites on the
M,-_«;g.nﬁ heslth of her family. Fesrs an attack from the rrenche
May 27, 1799, I ' :
A note in rrench to her sister, Adslside,

Letter, irchaoni;:e Meredith, Athléne, to her mother, Mme. John
Askin, Reports that ‘heir fears of the Rebels snd also .
of the i'rench have at#ted, and they hope for psace before
winter. irites on the hcalth of hser femily, etce
June 19, 1799, Budly riutilateds = :

Lettcr, Archanie Meredith, Grosvenor rlsce, London, to her.
mother, me, John Askin. Her husband has been given a
company and be.n transferred to Woolwich from Irelend
and in the meantime they are enjoyin: the sights of Londone
Scptember 29, 1799, In Frenche ’

Letter, Archense Meredith, Woolwich Barracks, to her mother,
written in French, and one from D. Meredith interlined

. in inglish to John Askine Tells sbout their quartoers,
plens for educating their children, the disturdances in
Missin Irelsnd, the ninth ennivirsary of her marriage & sends
"3 groetings to her family. DeM. plessed to be back at
' Woolwich after three difficult yeers in Ireland. Expects
troudble to oontinuo Wth France snd refers to Napoleen

seizing power. Reports trade prosperous. Sends greétings
to the family. December 30, 1799,
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Mortgage, John Baptiste Barthe, Maidstone Township, to
Measrs. Leith, Shepherd & buff, Sandwich, on Lots 11
& 12, Con. 9, Mnidstons, far the sum of 2117; 14: 6,
N.Y. Curr'ye. April 18, 1800, :

Letter, David Meredith, on bdoard the Monarch Trensport
in the Downs, to John Askin, Detroite Is leaving "in
the service of the state” and ex>pccts it =111 be to
Cibraltor or the south of rrancee Apsil 22, 1800,

Letter, Jomes Erskine, Drumear, Ireclond, to John Askin,
Detroite Asks 1f ho 15 the sonof ime Askin and
 grand son of John Preston of Derryerew, ss he wishes
to find out if they are brothers., June 16, 1800,

letter, Archange Meredith, Woolwich, to her mother, Mme.
John Askin, Detroit. Her husband left on a secret ‘
military mission but she has heard that hc is at
Gibralter. Osends news of her aunt, irs. Mercer, snd
her family, elso of her own childrem. Sends greetings.
Aucust 5, 1800, In Frenche :

Grant to John Askin of lot 4, west side Bedford Street,
Town of Sondwiche Scptember 4, 1800 _ :

Grant to the Hone Alexander Crant of Lot 14, Russell
Street, Town of Sendwich, September 4, 1800
Seal in excellent condition.




1801 .rnt to J:in AsXin, Jr., ‘Sandwich TWwp., 0 lLoto 2 % 5,
Jone 1, oot side of River uux Peches, Neldslong Twpe
Junc 10, 180!, :

~ronnlaston, o.ppoin’ting Churles Askin to be on Ensien of
¢ Company inthe Notthern hutteiion of—the Millile of
Es-ex Countye Octabur 24, 1801, S

o
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1802 1letter, J. Askin, Jre, to Ensign Charles Askin, Detroit,
forwarding him his commission. Advises that it will
be necessary for him to teke the-Oath of Allegiance
‘"when you go over or when most convenient " January

-5, 1802, , '

Grant to Lewis Barthe, Sandwich Twp., of ‘Lot 12 ~Cone 4,
and ‘Lot 14, Con. 6, Rochester Twp.. May 17, 1802.

Grent to Williem Harffy, Malden Twp., of Lot 8 in the -
first westernmost Concession of River aux Peches,
Maid'stone Twp. May 17, 1802. Badly mutilated.

Letter, Archange Meredith, Portsmouth, to her mother.
Reports the birth of her third child, a daughter, at
. Gibralter, returning from there in July to England,
‘P4f6%”3 staying tor a time at Portsmouth. tefers to troubleS‘
: in the Baby family, etc. In rKrenche.
Short note to her father in English.
Letter, David Meredith to John Askin., Is relieved to
. be away from Gibralter, especially since the arrival
Nhjsgﬂi of the Hoyal Governor the officers had much unpleasant
S duty. teels that Britain must always be on guard
sgainst Napoleon. Novembar 2, 1802. -

Hclp



1803 Lastter, Archponie Maredith, Portsmouth, to her father,
John Askin, Detroit. . Mcntions the roturn of Captoins
Landmann & Pilkington from Caneda with news of her
fomily. States that they were pleased to lesve/
Gidbralter as duty for the military had become irksome
after the arrival of the Dukse of Kent, - Writes of her
children. Is imterested in the telegraph, slthough
not o recent imvention. Tells sbout the #hist Clud
of which har huebend is a mombere. —#onders if he has

"moved to the other side of the rivers February 1, 1803.

Grant to KRichard Fettinson, Msidstone 'rwp;, of Lot 9,
wast side of River eux Peshes, Con. 1, Maidstone 1wpe
larch 1, 1803, Seal in cxcellent conditione.

letter, Archaonce Meredith, Portesmouth, to her mot her,
Reports her fsmily in good heslth, that war has ogein
deen declared snd Englsnd prepared to receive Napoleon
. should he attempt sn invesions Deplores the conduct
of "notre vieux emi Monskour Robertson®. Is proud of her
"son David but finds the expenses of educating thelir
children very hizh, etcs July 5, 1803. Somewhat

sutilsted.




A 1803 « cont mtied

Letter, Archnnge Meredith, Portsmoutl, to her mothers
Comments on th- disturbed and threatening conditions
in rnrlam and ths Conmtinent, the sbsence of her
husbind on duty, the health of her children who are
111 with scerlet faver, on the misfortunes 8f "notre .
encien eami Robertson", etces In French,

A note from D. Momaith, commentin’ on the diaturbed ,
state of the Continent, she fear of invesion of Ln:lend
by Rapoleon, the continued disturbonces in Ireland.
etce Ausust 1, 1803. Somewhat mutnated.

Grant to John Askin, Sandvich Twpe, Of 7Ot 14, Cone 6.
‘Meidstone T i:ps Novemdber 25, 1803. . Seal in exgellent

eccnditione.

.. Gramt to John Askin, Sendwich 'rwp.. of Lot 95, Con. 1.
Colcheéster. Docmber 'I, 1803, Seal in expellent

conditione

Helo



1804 - Sale of lsnd, John Askin, Jr., and John Martin, Trustces
- . of the Latate of lagneaux & Antoine Dequindre, to Johm
- Ascin, sre Sendwi s Of Lots 13, 16 & 19, Con. 13

tone 53 & Lot 21, Con. 6, Rochaester Twpe.
‘Pebruary 1, iao-s. ’ ’ ' ‘ '

latter, Archange Meredith, Portsmouth, to her father,
John Askin. Reports her daughter iAmnne resdy for
boardinz school in Auguste visited their don, vavid,
at his acedenmy on his 1llth birthdsy, later stopping at
Chichester. Mentions the great suspense in Enﬁland.* ,
caused by fear of on invasion by Napoleom. "The o
alteration in Upper Canada aince we left 4t must be very.
sreate I should conceive the soclety ocould not be so
pleasant now es heretofore vhen a Rezgiment uscd to bve
cuaptered at Letroits” Scnds congretuletions to her
sigter, Alice, on her marriage. Expects @& visit fron
Sir George Pownell and Auldjo and his bridee ieports
his old friend "still goin: on sadly®. April 28, 1804,

- letter, Archonge Meredith, Portsmouth, to her mothex/'. ‘ :
Comments on the fenr of invasion of kngland by Napoleon.
Compares the climate of EInglanl and Censda.  Hentions
the new inoculation for amell-pox which the coctor
advises thom to have done on their youngest child,
Elizebeth. Reparts on the fashionse April 29, 1804,

In French.

)B04 - cont inued

4 Meredith, Portsmouth, to John Askin.
I";ﬁﬁiang’ﬁﬁre is 1esa’dz:nger of 1~aap<>‘Le(n.'yi.n'mtli.ng1 N
\ ¥ngland dbut the Governmnent is taking no chences ni
Lo | making thorough prepsrations to meet such an occas 3-
. Points out the great need of 8 change Of Ministry s f
expecta Pitt will be the next pPremicres Sends news o
. Iseat Todd end "poor" ¥Wie Xobinsons Apmil 29, 1804. ,
s AT e Mercdith, to her father, John Askin, -
| x‘;?é;éf@;:ma”. in order to sefure spesdier doih'ery A
of letters, thet he arrange with an old frienanni ggw. .
York that her letters be sgent in his cares Ap»‘ - 30,

- .



Power of Attorncy rrom Pierre Letourreau, Szndwich Twp.,
autharizing Willdam pDickson, (uecnston, to receive his:
patent for Lot 8, east side of the niver s Helsin,
Rochester Twp. Jsanuary 10, 1805. : :

Letter, Archsnze Hax-editvh, Por tsmouth, to. her .i'ath'or.

John Askine. writes sbout the three children, plans
bein: macde for an extensive expedition = the destinstion
howcver bein a profound secrete Her husband has ,
rccent 1y been promoted to the rank of isjor by Brevet, -
which does not meen additional peye Sends greetings to
the various membars of her femilye March 1ll, 1805.

Letter, David Meredith, Po’rtsnonth,_j.n- Jéhizlskin.

arites cbout his childrene ‘Comments on his recent
promotion anl hopes for the futuree. Refers to the
dovnfall of Mre. itobertson who is nos living imn
pillincsgate. Comrents on the Muropesn situation,
Napoleon's cctivities, the escape of the French flest
+o Dominics, Spoin's naval .prepsrations, possible sction
by Russis, trouble in the Esst Indles, the expectod
daeparture of e convoy umder Sir James Cralg su posed 1y
 for the Mediterronosn, etc. ADril 12, 1806. =

Letter, Archon:e Mer:dith, Portsmouth, to her mother,
Vme. dohn Askine. #rites asbout her ehildrem, their
education, appearmce, characteristics, &cs Gives an
asccount of a. terrible epidemic which visited Gidbralter,
as told her by 8 fricnd thore. ADpTEIl 1, 1805.
Mutilated, Incomplete, Co

Letter, . Brush to John Askin, reporting onm his .

" negotiations with the :merican Conmissicaner for the sale
of ini{an lands. Reports that there is much opposition
to John Askin beirng reimbursed. June 27, 1805. . =




11806 = cont inved -

Istter, David Meredith, Portsmouth, to John Askin.,

.Refers to reports of & great fire at Detroit -~ supposes
the Askin r-amily have remoed to the other side of the
river. Hopes for promotion befo;e longe Reports that
Jord Relson has chased the French sauadrons from. the
#egt Indies and the Fnrlich, under Sir Robert Ceslder,

. engagesd them off the cocst of lPortugal; that affeirs
in Zurope are turnin: agzeinst R-xpoleon, etc.

Awgust 13, 1806,

Letter, ‘rchange Meredith, Portsmouth, to her fether,

John Asxin. Hopes nome of Rhe femily suffered by the
Tire in Dotpoit, 7irites sbout her childron, Anne, -
David end Elizabeth. R«fers to "thet unrortumte man
Robertson". Senda groetincs to the familye

August 13, 1805. Somewhat mutilntede

Letter, Archange Meredith, Portsmouth, to her mother,
Mme. John Askin, Detroit. Her dsugbter, Anne, is now
st home while the son, David, is still st school. -
'Her husbend heas becn ordered on gervice sgainst
Rapoleon. Sends messages to various nembers of her
family. Tells adbout the Battle of Trafelgar end tha

- death of Nelson. In Frenche .

A note, Dawid Meredith to John Askin. L
A note, Anne Archange ¥arias Herddith to her grand- -
mother. December 31, 1805, In Frenche _

Smrbat mutilated. R




[

1806 Grant to Charles Askin, Sandwich Twp., of Lots 11, Conse
: 2 & 4, reckoned to the wast of Belle River, & lot 1,
i, between Belle Biver and River aux Fuces,
Meidstone Twpe Feobruary 27, 1808, - :

Cone

- Letteor, Archange Meredith, Londomn, to her mother, Mme.
John Askin, Detroit. Having left Pomtsmouth, are in
london for a short time until they proceed to Woolwich
where they are to live, Hos had 8 visit from Mr. Todd.
Has had excellent report of her son's progress in
school. 3entions thst Bonasparte is still a menace.
Comments cn the new gtyls of heirdressing, etee -
March 29, 1206 Slightly mutilasted. Im Franch, -

y -

ol



uely

)

1806 ~ eont inued

Iotter, David Me.odith, Lohdon, to John Askine 1Is
scodins his lettor by Isace Todd. Refers 1o the death
of Pitt, "the Mopster who yet holds the vorld es it
were (except thonk God this Island) as subject to his .
comineerine will®, the Battle of Trafalgar, end that

. in St. Dominigo Bay, the return of the Cepe of Good
Hope %o Britsin. Was promoted to his Yajority on the
20tk of Decerber last nn they proceed to Woolwich to
Jive. Hps with difficulty succeeded in getting his
‘aon on the list for Woolwich ¥ilitery Acsdemys "I
understand that a Gen'l Gore or a Col:nel from
Baranéa is appointed to Upper Csanada but that the
“Cormoto-e a3 Scnlor of the Couneil w11l be poid at the
rate of 1000 per ernum whilat Senlor in the Upper
Country."” Marcn 29, 1806, o

i/

. Letter, Archonge Mcredith, London, to her father, John

Askin, Dstroit. She ond her. childron have viatsed
Nolson's tomdb in Ste. Peul's. Desorides 8 Lord Meyor's
procession on Easter Mondeaye Finds london a very

_ expensive plances March 29, 18086. - :

Bargaln and Sals, John Askin, Sra., Sandwich, to Robert
Hamilton, Gueenston, of Lot 6, Con. 1, on.west side -
of River Pike, danddstons Twpe June 12, 1806e

_Copy of 8 bond for a Provineisl Surveyors This cne in

the nsme of Chnrles Askin, Sendwich, bdut unsicnede’
Mly 19, 1806s Slichtly mmtilated, .

Crant to Alecxender Askin, Sand{vich, of I.dt 3 on leke

St. Clair between Belle River snd River sux Puces, '
Lot 4, Cone 2, and Lot 11, Cone Se, Msidstone Twpe
iucust 14, 1806, Seal in excellent coqditioa. '

Lettsr, Devid Kersdith, ¥oolwich, to John Askin, Detroite.
Repurts his promotion to Lieut. Colonel on tha 15th of -
the monthe Understands thet tho poat from Hew York to
Detroit is “quick and resular®. Comments on the state
of affairs in Europe and expects enother moveragainst -
Bonaparte soohe. , I -
1etter, Archange Meredith to hmr rother, Sends word -

. of the death of Cepte Mercer and of her husdbend®s .
prozactione In Pronche , - =
Septesber 29, 1806s

Bergain & Sale, John Hembrow, Irmkeeper, Sendwich, to

John Askin, of Town Lot 10, Sesndwich, south east side
" of Bedrord ctrest, November 4, 1806, : o



1807 Letter, Archange Meredith, at Ses on the Banks of

Newfounmllend, to hor father, John Askin, Detroit.

" Left England in & hurry, on her husbend being sppointed

to comzand ths Artillery in Nove Scotia. Have been
8 wecks crosuing ths Atlantice a
Letter, David Mereiith to John Askin. Trusts his new
appointment will be satisfactorye. Hes & fresh fish

for dinner which is & great treat, May 23, 1807,
Matilatede ' :

Letter, John Askin to Alexonder Askin, Detroite Mokes

him a present of a note for 28 N. Y. Currty, »I think
you may get something now & give him tims for the reat,
but you would not do risght to put him to Goal, though
i necessasry .ou night threaten him.® June li. 1807,

Lettor, Archanss' Ueredith, Halifax, to her mother, Mme. -

John Askin, Detroite Reports their safe arrivel in

‘Halifax after a very trying orossing of the Atlantiec

anl ere comfortably housed in lalifoxe Hopes her son,
who was lc€% in Enclsnd will soon have a commission

" in the Artillerys Humours of a wer with America are.

abroad. Tells of their supply for provisions. -
Dislikss the constant fog end rain. States that ber =
husbend has & wound in the leg which has affected his
heslth but he is very busy mreparing defences in case

of attack by the Americsns. Comments on the soclal

1ife of the place, otc. November 30, 1807,
In Frenche e

)



g ®

Instmctions fmm wm. Jarvia. ,ecmtary, to the Returning

. offiger of the County of Kent. tay 23, 1,80?3._

el




1809

* N N .
. . . . - . .
. . . - . . .
—‘ I|
. . . .
-

lettor, Arohnngé Meredith, Helifex, to her ‘fatha:; :onn'

Ascine Sems word of the death of her husband on’
March 4thy of his funeral, of the msny kindnesses:she

‘has refeived from friendm. Expeots to retura to .

England to arrange her effairs end see hér son. Asks

her father to send her £825 to mest imunediate expcnses.
Her daw;hter, Anne, has had two proposals of marriage

dbut her yough & their mhsfortune delays any decisione

May 23, 1809, , :

18

1809 « coatinued

letter, Archange Meredith to her fether. Writes about
her husband's fundral in Halifex. As theXre is -
uncertainty whether she will be granted any addition -
to the military pension, and in view of her hesvy
expenses, shs is hard pressed finsnciaslly end applies
to her fattor for some assistance. Plans to return to
Enslend to forward her cleim on the dbard in persone.
Expeots her dsughter, Anns, to be married in sbout e
year, whils her dsughter, EKlizabeth, will go to school
under the superintendance of her godmothere. If her son
can get leave after he gets his commission to accompany
her to Canade, promises to visit her perents. Expects.
to sail about the 15th of August. Mentions meny
kindnesses received fiom the Covernmor Sir George Prevost -
end his femilye Asks him to send his dsughtex some
Iniien trinkets as she 18 foming e museum of




Al

40(& :

- 1810 Letter, Anne seredith, Woolwich, to her brother, David,
Royal Acadomy. tlas had to return home beceuse she
- W8 “taken d:ngerously 111 and hgs had to be bled twice.
Plans to spend all the winter in town or the west of
inglend. L dy Wontworth is to shaperons her "“to the
difrerent public smsemcnts™,  July, 1810, - '

‘



1811 Hemorial of a Deed of Bargsin & Salo, Andre I.apage. mmr.
- Maldstone Twpe, to John Askin, Scndwich, of 3 lot ¢

Cone 1, west side River Ruscunm, lochoster TWpe

July 5, 1811,

Lettaer, Archange Mercdith, Plvnouth—nock to her rather,

- John Askine. Is still quite’ ovarwhelnod by the loss of ,
--hsr husbandes Sends a miniature of her danghter, :
Elizebeth to her family. August 22, 1811. S

Deed of Gift, John Askin to Charles Askin or pert 01‘ Lot
102, Con. 1, Semiwich. September 2, 16810 _

Last W1ill &bTestament of Archange Askin, wife ot John Askin.
of Utrabens, near Sandwiche Septembder 4, 1811,

L4

| 'Letter. Archange Dickam, (usenston, to her aunt, ¥me., John
Askin. Strabons. On family mttera. sgptmber 11. 1811,

Hele



\

1812 tTarrant of Election for thé County of Ken
" Issac Brock, President A:ministering th
Upper Canuia, to George Jocobse ley 13




Hels

1813 COpy of letter, J‘ohn Aakln. otmbano. to Mchard /

- Badly mutilated.

- Pattinson, Seniwich, warning him of the influence of

h
' the Reve Mre Ri.clnxﬁ being used against British -

interests in the district and urges that he bde giun
"a speedy passage out of. the country.”- nay 24, 1813, -

mttar. Elizebeth Meredith, Rock House, to’ har grandrather,r

M;Ss' '\3

John Askin, Strebane, near Sandwiche I8 at school with"
- »g truly amiable Iady" Hopes to see hor grandparentn
in Censda befare too longe

lettor, Archange Meredith ta her parents. Is distressed
over the state of war in Cansda. Is under the. same roof
with her daughter, Elizesbeth, and is permitted to attend
her lessons., November 18, 1813, -

Extract from the will of Mr. 306111, dated Jenuary 8y

1811, and proved Decenber, 161.;. comarnxnb lemds. dcvisad.
by him to Jobhn Askine

P e s NP




1814 Letter, Adelside Brush, Dotroit, to her father, John Askin.
Is sending some newspapers over to hime. Reports on : .
various articles sent her or sent by her ecross the river:

Februsry 11, 1814. -

Letteir, Re Pattinson,to Ceorze Jacob, River Themes. Is
' distressed and vexed that ¥r. Astor has refused peyment. .
of his draft to Mr. Miller and promisecs settlement.,

Received June 23, 18l4e .




RS U
e

. 1816 Extract from the Parish.Register of St. Anne, Detroit.

46(4‘

concerning the dbaptism of Thercse Askin daushter of
John and Apchsnge Askin, at Michilimackinac #n

" Septemder 20, 1774, made by Rove Gabriel Ric!nrd. :
Ste Anne*s, Detroit, Fedbruary 27, 1816. _In Fremh, -

" Certificate of Jno. Re. Willlams, Asaociate Jistice, -
County of Wayme to the offeot that Cabriel KRichard is .

- the estadlished Rector of the Parish of St. Anne, Detroit.
and fall faith mey be placed in his reeord. o
rebrmry 27, 1816 _

Deed for conveyance of lsnd, Georce Hamilton and H!ariu
Lavinia, his wife, Barton 1wpe., %0 Capte William Bouchior.
of ths Royal Ravy, commnding H.,M*s navel estabnshment
on Leke Huron, of lot 14, Tom of Hemilton.,

Decmxbor 18, 1816e. Signutures have beon ocut off,
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dob

1822 a Dmft of 1ast ;111 end Testament of

‘Blacksnith, _s; 11‘\ 19D 1822,

'w

ustin Longlois,
n:i ned.;

SRR



ran

| 1825 Releasc, John Bodennsn and Samuel Sawyer, pxecntora of

¥illiem kobertsan, formerly of Uppear Csnada, for various
various services perdfrmoed dy Cherles Asldn. Sondwich,
of. 11 and all monner of ection and ections, ceuge and
cougas of action, suits, bills, bonds, obligaticns, debts,

ducs, duties, reckonings, sccounts, etc.. otoe
Nmember 7, 1823,



m mur, (a:emtm our ansg), New *nchmud to cmlee .
- Askin, conseming varicus lond matterse octoher 21,

Agreement made betveen Jomthan Kearalew, Reg,ister of
the Supreme Court of the Territory of iichigom, end
the executors of the estate of iichard Pattinson, in
rlga:rd %o som land in that state. Seplegber 17.

&

e G



, New_ Riebmom, to Gharles
land miters, evidently.

%rCh 18. 1835‘




1827 'mttéri Major Georse mme ry Government House, to

Charles Askin, advising him that the Lte Governor hes
given dircetions to have him appointed a commissioner
in the Western Listrict for teking testizony upon
oath towching claims to lands under the Heir and
Devisee Acte May 28, 1827, o

Commission appointing Cheries Askin to be a‘(‘;bmtss_iomr
under the Heir and Nevisee Act, June 11, 1827, -
- Seal in exccllent condition but detached,

He



. -1829. .1letter, Archange Meredith, Bruges, Netherlsnds, to ber
brother, charles Askin, Strabane, near.S-ndvichy .
States that she has nominated him her "hode. d'affaires™. .
Advises him of tho serious illness of her daushter,
Elizsbeth, ths expense of which she has hod t0 bear,
ag E's husbsnd, Mr. £bbott 28 "very little better then &

Soldier of rortune snd unhappily 4in a very expensive
Reg®t"e Asks him t0 foiward her CO60 to mcot immediate

dem: ndse April 3, 1829
[]

Hol
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Memorial of a Deed Poll by which Adelaide anh. netroit.
in consideration of $300,00 paid by her sister, . -
Archenge Meredith, transfera her interest (one-sixth
part) in the londa left by their father, John Aakin.
and his wifee. June 13, ..

. Letter, Archange Meredith, Brugea. to her s’.mr. )lrl.

MoKee, Stiabane, msar Sondwichs Is concerned about '
their cousin Charlotte. Pmises her-own little grend-
danghter. Auvgust 21, 1832, = -

Letter, Archenge Meredith, Brugea, to her brother Jamos
Askin, Sandwich. TWrites edbout her ramily and hu.
Septembor 14, 1632, 4

Lett.r, Archange Meredith, Hruges, to Charles Addn, _
Stradbene, near Sandwiche Writes about various members
of the ramuy of her osn health, a power of sttorney
‘'which she has sent hime Is anxiocus to0 have her share
of her father & mother's estates converted into cashe.
Hopes that the cholera has not reached Sandwich, "the
“poourse having neoerly depopulated iMontreal end foumd
its way to the United states™. In Bruges the dootors
sdvise an abstince from fruit as a help against tb .
pest. September 14, 1832, .




. / ‘ :
183¢ Letter, C. J. ITrowbmidge to Charles Askin, Sendwich,
, - Introduces Hrs Woodward who wishes a loan of $1,000
or 81,500 to invest in businesse. June 26, 1834,

Letter, Archenge Merodith, Bruges, to Charles Askin,
‘Sendwich. I3 overvhelmed by the death of oms of her
- N ) granddaughters snd the effeot on the child's mother,
(,”,ss '/ Elizebeth, 8s well as by the death of one of her om -
R sisters. 7Thunks him for £100 and for his attention
Ve to her interests. September 29, 1834, .




T )
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1836 Letter, Charles Askin, Sencwich, to his sister, Archange

Meredith. Sympathigzes with her in the loss of herlgrand?
dsughter, States that their brother, James, has lost a
san, Alexander, by cholera. neports to her on her lends

and the prospect of future sales. June 6, 1838,

Hob



1837

-«

Istter, Archange Mersedith, Bruges, to her brother, Charles
Askin, Strabene, near Sandwiche Has not heard from him
for some time. Sends letters for him to forward, also
a box OFf souvenirs. Janua:y 23, 1837, R

Repart of the orennizauon,metmg»or the Western District

- Agricultural & Horticultural Society, Sandwich, February.

Copy of letter, Charles Askin, ASanduich. t0o Samuel Stiébt.
Kiegsare, offering lands in ssttlement of the claim against
him by the estate of the late Rodert Hamilton. Junme 27,°
183’. . . . .

Copy of letter, Charles Askin, sendwich, to Archange

Meredithe. Has not reccived her box yete Repartis the.
dcath of Alexander MoKes. Has been trying to dibpose of
. their lands in the States althouzh unable to gst title
to them from the U.5. Government. Hopes to get a good
price for some of her lanis.  Sends-news of the femilye.
Having resigned as Clerk of the pesce, his incoms is
reduced.s July 28, 1837, - R

Letter, Archange Meredith, Bruges, to Xharlee -Askin,

- Ssndwiche Thanks him for lookin: efter her interests im
Upper Cons‘aes AS her dsughter Elizsbeth’s husbahd does
not provide for any member of his f mily, she herself has
that responsibility end her daushter has very health,
She is naturally pressed for money and grateful for

remittences, Sends messages to verious members of the
family<2 September 12, 1837, : o ; S

‘geme to sameé. Ia sending this letter by a sister who returns

to her work emony the Indisnse Tells about her deughter, .
El1zabeth, and her three grandchildren. Advises him to'
send all iettera, etce., through her dbenkers in Londone
Cctober 6, 1837, : o

Hoele
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1838 letter, John Cowan, New York, to Charles Askin, Sendwiche

His wife has passed away and he plans to return with -
his family to Sundwich and will have tb-ask-that ‘Cole.

 Elliott vacate his housoe Mentions the attitude of the

Patriots in the States towerds Upper Conadae. February
12, 1838« Bedly mutilated. o '

Letter, Archange Mcredith, Bruges, to her brother, Clsrlss

Askine Is disturbed at not havin: heard from him nmor
huving roceived s remittance, as gshe 18 very hard - :
presse. for funis, "bein: at the mercy of the most
rapacious and unbelicving creditors who will not give
f:.ith to -hat 1 ellege respecting an e xpe@ted remittance
from Can=da®™e. I8 not in a position to hold out for high
prices and empowers him to -sell at s -gacririce, March 31,
18%' . ' - . s K

Note from the Reve Ancus MeDomell, Sondwich, totroducing

Joseph Borgne who expects to teach school near Ant.
Reaume’s. Asks him as one of the School Commissicmers
to oxamine him as to fitness end direct him how to act
in order to obtein the Government salerye May 16, 1838,
A note in penoil by Alex. Heary Askin on the Re¥. Angus
MeDonell, &ated August 2, 1907, '

Letter, Archange Meredith, Brngeé. to her brothor; Charlea

Askin, Ssndwich. Sympathizes with him ond other membeérs
of the family over desths in the recent rebellion in

Upper Cenacae Thanks him for e romi ttance and tells him
of the hardships end cruelttes she had suffered. Is the
sole suppart of her dsughter emd grendchildren, :

-

oetober 8, 188, '

—
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1840 Account of the River Belize and journey to the Ruins of
Palinque, by ¥r. Walker snd Licute Caddye. April 5, 1840,
Incomplete. _ o .

Copy of letter; Cherles Askin, Sendwich, to his sister,
Archange Meredith, sending s romittiance snd a stat:cent
for the sale of some of her lends. April 8, 1840,

Copy of letter, Chorles Askin, Ssndwich, to his sister,
conderning his recent remittsnce to her and her londs in
Uppe r Cenadas Blumes the politicel state of ths country

. for deprecistion in lend volues. Offers her lands for her
share in Strabane, April 29, 1840. o T

I

1840 = continued

Letter, Archenge Meredith, Bruges, to her brother,
cherles Askin, acknowledging remittences from thos ale
of some of her londse Is wiiling to teke lsnds for
her share in Strobsne. Sends news of her daughter and
grandchildren, also message to her old friend, Monique
Bebee, afterwards lirse. Bellingham, recalling hsppy
times of childhood in her home in Detpoite July 1,
1840. e '

Letter, Carles Askin, Member of the B'd of Education,
Sgndwich, to R. K. Oliver, School Tescher, Plympton,
Errol P.0., rorwarding 15 shillings due him as one of .
the teachers of Common Schools in the Westemm District.
Sugsests that Cherles Wiggins aot as his agent for
further psymentse October 9, 1840, SR




Hcl

1841 Draft of a letter which Charles Aakin intended sending

' _to his sister, Archange Merodith, sucgesting the sele
of one of her lots and with the proceeds dbuiliing on
another in Sandwich which could be reagted. Comncntis
on conditions in the ¥nited States end on rel:tions
between Csns da and the U.5.A. 1841, - .




1842 neasnrenmt notes for some. lend, J’e!mary, 1842,

L R snbpoena/to @harles Askin to attend the AauizoJ with
) ' o cortain exhidbits. April 15, 1842, stgncd by J'ohn
S , Prince, Counsel for the Crowne A

rt of a latter from Willism Rohortson, coneeming ‘
the snle of some timber and the purchase of soms lsnde

- Date torn off but supposed to be vritten in 1862 or
1843,

Lok



. 1848 lLetter, Archange Meredith, Bruges, to her brothéf; Cha,rle!c'

Askin, Senduich. -Wishes his assistence in providing an
income for her eldest granddaughter who has incurred the
displeasure of her father by chenging ler faith from

Pro tostant to Romsn Catholic and who hes "out her off -
_with @ shilling". Jenuary 4, 1843. ' ‘ X

Same to same, advisinz him that she has drawn on him for
250 Stge, Of which she 1s in great need, April 65, 1843,

" Copy of letter, Charles Askin, Strabane, near Ssndwich,
to Archence Meredith, Warns her that her patiimony is
becoming exhousted and that she must not drav on him
again without notifying him in edvence, States that

. Arehange Ranolds, hor brother Jemes' eldest daughter,
hag left with her husb:nd end dsughter for England.
June 26. MQ - )

Copy of letter, Charles Askin, Strabane, Sandwich, to his .
sister, Archange Meredith, Promises to do what he can
to arrange for an income for her granidsughter but
reminds her that in the prescnt depressed atate of the
country lend con be sold asly at e great sacrifice and
advises her to weit, ir possible, until the value of

land improves. Asks for information about. her son-4n-
law, Mre Abbotte Comments on some of his fingncial .
dirficultiese Reports that the Reve Mre McDonald, Vicer -
General, had tried to find her when he was in Belgiun
recently but not remembering her nsme had Tailed dbut -
advises ber that the Episcopel clersymen, the Keve .
homas Earle Welby, would dall if he visited Bruges.
Sends nows of the familye Octobsr 19, 1843. - -

—




1844 letter, Archange Meredith, Bruges, to her brother, Charles
Askine Is in greoat neod of money and urges him to send

her & remittance et once, States that she has had to
support her dsughter and her children for the last 18
yearse, Jsanuary 19, 1644, _

Letter from Archance Meredith, Bruges, -asking some man for
information of h«r brothere August 2, 1844. o
Letter, Archange Mercdith, Bruges, to ber brother, Ce
Askin, notifying him that she has drewn on him for £50
" Stge a8t 10 days' sighte HNovember 20, 18444 o

; 3 . . B .-
- | 2 _

Help

1844 = continned

‘ hanse Merodith, Bruges, to her brother, Charles
m::{; A;gnfiwich. Explains that her ute'peaa of funds
ASk oA her to drew on him Tor £50 Stge "It becomes
pow more then incumbent on you- to put your anoumo:bo .
the wheel and extricate me from difficulties csused by |
' the tardiness which has griso%iiiz ;h;eatrrano ageli;l‘l:oo;gA
cen affairs, which has o e )
ﬁ?”ﬁ yearly income (elresdy very ctrcunnoribeg)tgo }
- satisfy people who hod olready patiently weited ¢ re: b
ars.® Fecls that she has net his requests but the
ﬁn not agreed to bher propositionse Decg;bar ,141.;1eu” °

—




Hele

1845 Letter, Archange Meredith, Brnsos; to hei.' brother,

Charles Askin, Is determined to have more action in
regard to the menagement of her lsnds in Upper Canada

end asks that ho aot at once for her, or appoint some
one else. Asks for a statement of her propertys
HWiches Lots 3, 4 & 5, west side et Sandwich de sold
immedistely ané in anticipation will draw on him shortly

.for a smell sume Thinks that the remsining Isnd .should

be lessed and should dbring in a sstisfuctory retyrne
Acknovlenges the receipt of £50 from him snd asks for
& sistement of their account with each othery end hopes

-he will er:snge for tho settlement of his account with

here April 25, 1845.

Letter, Archonce Meredith, Bruges, to her brother, Charles

"Askine Notifies him that she has drawn on him for £50

- Stge, &t one month's sight. 'As shedoes not expect to

revisit Canada egain thinks all-her property should be
disposed of as early as possidle. Aiucust 14, 1845. ;

Copy of letter, Charles Askin, Strabsne, Sandwich, to his

sister, Archon;e Meredith, Bruges. HNas accepted ha®
draft for °50 Stge but points out thet he may have to
gell more of her estate and at s great sacrifice.
Advises her that she has been overpaid, as She was psid
. in Stge, instesd of in Provinci 1l Currency "what 1s
termed here lawful money of the Province®., Is sending
a statement of her Jands and promises s statement of her

acoount. October B, 1845, -

ILstter, Archange Meredith, Bruges, to hez"'bmthor. Charles

Askine Still in need of money, urges him to aell eny
of her land at all in order to have soke fundis for ha

nesds. Kovember 29, 1845, . \



.

1846 Lletter, Archonge Merodith, Ostend, to her brother, '
Charles Askin, congcemnin:; the closins up of her af: airs
in Canadae. September 3C, 1846, - -]

Letter, Archange Meredi th, Bruges, to her brother,
Chariea Askine Asks him to remit whatever monies he
may have of hers from the sdle of her town lot in
Sondpich and also Lot § on iilver aux Peches, &8 che
‘iz in the greatest neod of moneye. Xovember 30, 1846,

Istter, Archange Meredith, Bruges, to her brother,
Charies. concerninzg the sale of her lands. Informs him
that her son-in-law has offored her £120 Stge for 50
acres at River sux Puces, 50 acres of Lot S, West side
of Liver aux roches and her town lot in Sondwich and
she wishes the transaction to be put through at once,
1lsat something happen to interferes Thinks if her =on

~ ghould retir: on full psy he moy settle in Cansda.
Informs him that her son-in-law i1s quite reconciled with
his femily. Dccember 27, 1846, - S

Holp
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1849 Oorx‘ct Jettor, Charles Askin, Strabane, Sendwich, to his

tor, Archange Meredith, odvxung her as to cmmm:

of the sale of ao. of her p €0 her son=in-law,
Hajor Abbotte 1:2 tt ahould visit the-
oo first defore acoxa to sottle theres l‘tbmry

1867,

Copy of httor. Charles Aatin Strabdene, Su.ndnch. to his
tor, Archange Meredith, adv!.aim hor that he has ssnt
-4he necessary papors to ocomplete the trensfer of gome of
her propearty %o her gon-inelaw, Msjor Abdotte Tells hor
somsthing of comiitions e round Sanchioh and Detroit.
February 19, 1847.

Istter, irchange Meredith, Bmaes. %0 her brother
acknowledging the doocuments for completing the ulo of
some of her land to har son-in-law, who houever refuses
to pay the charges of resistry which she will have %o
dos April 1, 1867.

Intter Aratmnge uerenJ.th. Bruges, to her brothcr. : X
Charles Askin, concerning the completion of the docnmnta
for the sols of soms of her land to her son-in-law, :
Has drewn on him at 6 weeks® sight for £30 Stge., which

_ is necossary to extricate Elizabeth, her dmughter, from
"a very dange¥ous predicement” and asks Shat soms more of

' gvhnd be s0ld at onoe to moet this need. Aprll 80.

L J

1847 « continued

letter, Archan;e Meredith, Lruges, to a nephet who is
evidently in the 10th Hegiments %Tells him soms. atories
about his reciment, about other former military-
acquointances in Lngland, edbout the property withheld
from her brothar, about her fakherts family end his
early history. May 11. 1847«

Letter, Archunge ¥eredith, Bruges, to her brother,
notirying him thaet she has drswn on him et one month'a
sight, for £15 Stge, to mset expenses of her recent
11].!19339 otce MNay 29, 1847.

Letter, Charles Askim, Stradesne, tc his siater. Archange
Mercdith. Has had to borrow money to meget her last
draft for he cannot sell her land except at & vory great
sacrifice. tes s0ld some for $3.00 sn ecre to most .

- . former demands of herse Very few of the immigrunts heve
mde their way to that district. Mentions the disease
goéncipeny anong the Irish {mmigrantse Sold one of her

s on the Hiver aux Peches to P, F. Varhoff, Has
returned her quit olaim deed to him in the Stradane
rarm for correctione Is plessed to hear such good '
repart of Kichard Pattersone Does not think Major Abbott.
is 1likely to receive rentels from the land he purchssed
from her to 40 much more than meet taxes, ote. Sugcests
that, if he has given up the idea of settling 1n that
autriot that he mell at the first opportunity
Reports t surveying for the Great Westem mmx
1s going on betwoen Sandwich and Niagaras "about 3 lu
below whose won: orful falls a suspenasion: bridge for the

possege of its csrs is to be built cepedble of susteining . . .
a weight of 500 tons. Contracts will be entered mo om .

the lst Oote mext for unm 110 nnos of tho road.
‘ Augnnt 12. 18‘7. S




1848 lLette®, Archance Meredith, Bruces, to her brother, Clarles
~ Askin, Sendwiche Writcs sgain sbout disposing of all

the remainder of her lands in Upper Canada, commenting

- on past transactiomns, her need of funds, snd that she

will bec drawing on him shortly for £50 Stge I8 convinced
thst the increase of imaigration will improve the valus
of lanis sand the domond for them. Guotes from the "New:
York Courier and knquirer" sbout the Raeilway bridge

across the Ni-gara Rivere urites sbout ous members
of the familye. Nobruary 6, 1848§% AU :

—

ar

1848 -~ contimued _
Letter, Archen:e Meredith, Ostend, to hor nephew, kichard

Pattinson. Comments on his .spproaching marrisge end

of his appsrent plan to settle in Caenada. ¥Tells him ,
something of his rolatives in snd near Sandwiche Recrets
she d4id not rcturn to Sendwich to live after her husban''s

"death "instend of pursuing e bubble®" and tells him of her

departure from Halifax when she left that place. -
August 29, 1848. : . - N

Letter, Archange Meredith, bBrugcs, to her brother cixarlu

Askin, Regrets that she 1s unable to go to nglend to
gsee Mary Ronalde. Quotes from e recent letter from hichard
Pattinson in wvhich he mcations that he hopes soon to make
the ecquaintance of his relatives in Canade.  Accepts enm
offer of $2.00 an acre for 130 acres, from her brother

~ Jemes but dscides to keep the residus of the tract on the

Hiver aux Puces intsct, as she uishes to retain some
property in her nAtive land. Recalls Willism Robertson
a3 an old frisnd. Octqber 28, 1848, - o



1849 Lettor, Archsnge Mderedith, Bruges, toiher brother, Clarles
Askin, Asks taat he have prepared a Deed of Gift Tor
the 60 scres situated on the River sux Puces, which is ‘
the only part now 1eft her not in common with her family,
es & girt from her to her grand=-daughter, Matilda )
{(Abbott) Fritzgerald, "to de ctly tied doan on %M'
Rentions hevin: heard fraom Richa 131% while was
in Strabane and that he was delighted with the hoppitality
her received from his relatives. - November 14, 1849,

Hol



5 nges' to her brotho hbharlor:
rece

‘ peed of Girt to bher grand daughtcr. matnda .
‘Fitzgerald for the resent, except to assertsin the nlne

'ct the 60 acres lnvolvcd. :annary 1s, mso.

éf&é)



.1851 Ietter, Archan:e Meredith, bruges, to her brbther, Charles - 

Ascine Asks him to dispose of any property she msy have
in Maidstone Twpe. "8s sdvantageously as circumstences
will cdnit & ". llas changed her mind cboutl . leaving eny
property to her grandchildren, as Coles Abbott, thcir
tfather, is in vory good circumstences and able to l:ok
after them, Adcs for news of kichard rattinson and sends

meassges to-the various members of ihe familye Janusry

30 ’. 1851. . . -

Letter, Archsnge Mercdith, Bruges, to her 'brovther. Cla rles

Askin, sending a Yower of Attorney and accepting the
services of Mr. wilkinson “when co highly recommsnded
by my broth:r, James, end yourself". Aapril 13, 1851,




1855 Letter, F. T. Whihgates(?), mDear Balsklave, to Miss Annie
Caddye Tells of his experiences in the Crimeae.
February 26, 1865. Inocompletee. .

Istter, F. T. Whinyates, Cavalry Csmp, néar‘Balnkhva,
to Miss Annies Caddye Tells of his experiences in the
Crimea, March:17, 18685, e

$o(



No Dete List of lsnds belonsing to the estate of the late J‘chn -
Askin and Archarge Askin, ::catern matrict, Upper
Canadae ,

Copy of Notice of Cloims to lands to be made by the
- irs of John Askine Uppor part of sheet onlys .

Part of letter, James x. Brush to John Askin, on various
matters, o reteining fee for "Woods", some pickets he
needs, the extinguishing of Indisn olsims by the mew -
propr{etors, the (loen of a sail for e canoo, atce

Ietter, Ellen Pattinson,Btelere @ la Trancho to her
mothar, une. Askin, Sirgbene. Frdites shoul the heolth
of her husband and herselfe. Sends a muslin dress and
& pair of shoes for Clemintine Devine, -for her first
communione. 3September 21le In Frenche

Letter, Amhansc Meredith to her brot hers, Charlea. Janes .
& Alexanier., Sends grectings to them. Notes Alexander
is with ir, Brushe Mentions changes since she lert
Datroit thirteen years before.

29

Ro Date -~ cont inued

Letter, Adelalde Brush, Detrois, o hor brother. on her
Mﬂlth and tanily mttera. w 23' emnaces

-

He(,



mtnre

Port Detmtt. 1648,
Fenian Raid. 18608,

Profile of Licute George wulf, Royal Regiment Artillerye/ .
Presented to Miss T. Askin by Mr. Meredith.

"A.B:Ii lfakin in costume, as he appeared in Detroit Fanoy Dress

Sketch of e gantlamn. signed ".Tams Askin"
Sketch of @ soldier in ar-our, aigned »David luredith"

. -cnppus rron a nevapsper, giving an sccount of the late Cmarles
Aakm’ by m S0, Ae Ho Aam. Hamilton, ' A

40(5
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