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Black History References 

Executive Journals of the Council of Colonial Virginia, 1680-1775 

 

Negro: 

Vol. 3 (1705-1721): commission of oyer and terminer issued for trial of, 28, 472; to be 

transported and sold because of disobedience and violence, 118; proclamation offering reward 

for the capture of, 236; sues for freedom, 442; slaves declared to be real estate, 111, 140 

Vol. 4 (1721-1739): rewarded for disclosing his cure for yaws and other diseases, 199; overseer 

convicted of murder of, 206 

Negroes:  

Vol. 1 (1680-1699): conspiracy of, discovered, 86; funeral services for, prohibited, 87; 

entertaining of, prohibited, 148; runaway, to be whipped and sent to their masters, 149; brought 

into Colony, 196, 219; register to be kept of births of, 215; testimony in reference to seizure and 

condemnation of, 235-36; papers relating to seizure of, to be sent to England, 236; proceedings 

relating to the bringing of, into Colony recorded, 253; complaint of Wm. Byrd concerning the 

loss of, 262; three, secretly brought into colony from Maryland, 271; proclamation in reference 

to execution of laws governing, 317; land not to be granted on account of importation of, 420; 

William Fisher requests to be allowed to make sale of, 457-58; runaway, to be apprehended, 459; 

plot of, in the Northern Neck, 510; law against meetings of, to be enforced, 511; acts for the well 

ordering of, to be put in force, 524; exempt from military duty, 526 

Vol. 2 (1699-1705): act for preventing insurrections of, 35; accused of trading with Indians, 351; 

carried away by Indians 379; other, 40, 479, 487  

Vol. 3 (1705-1721): law to prevent intermarriage with white people, 28; trustees to hire out 

negroes belonging to the estate of Edward Nott, 126; tried for felony and burglary and sentenced 

to death, 128; government sues M. Whittaker for return of, 148; report to be made on number 

imported, etc., 192; production of tobacco increased by importation of, 194; sold to help defray 

charges of building house for the governor, 202; conspiracy of, discovered, 234; rebellious, to be 

tried, 236; proclamation for apprehending two, 264; precept issued for arrest of, 336; forfeited 

by nonpayment of duties, 429; to be tried for piracy, 495; reward offered for runaway, 540, 549; 

runaway, may be killed if they do not surrender, 550; Five Nations agree to Virginia’s 

proposition concerning runaway, 553; proclamation concerning, 573 

Vol. 4 (1721-1739): tried for misdemeanor, 20; confined in public jail, 29, 31; unlawful 

assembling of, prohibited, 228, 462-464, 470; commission appointed for recording doubts and 

questions concerning, 243; laying of duty on, to be paid by importer, prohibited, 265; laws for 

preventing the insurrection of, to be enforced, 33; die of smallpox, 392 

Vol. 5 (1739-1754): 198, 226, 290, 355, 488 



Mulatto: 

Vol. 3 (1705-1721): minister declines to publish notice of proposed marriage of, 28; opinion of 

the attorney general concerning the intermarriage of, with a white person, 31; petition of, 

referred to the General Court, 31; slaves declared to be real estate, 111, 140; proclamation 

concerning slaves, 573 

Vol. 4 (1721-1739): commission appointed for recording doubts and questions concerning, 243 

 Vol. 5 (1739-1754): caveat against, 433; emancipated, 18; petition of, 196, 215 

Mustee: 

 Vol. 3 (1705-1721): child begotten by a mulatto and a white person; 31 

 

Slave: 

 Vol. 3 (1705-1721): body of, convicted for treason, dismembered and put in public places, 243 

Vol. 4 (1721-1739): freed for disclosing his cure for yaws and other diseases, 199; overseer 

convicted of the murder of, 206; convicted of felony, 243 

Slaves: 

Vol. 1 (1680-1699): runaway, to be punished and sent to masters, 149; complaint of W. Byrd 

concerning the loss of, 262; not to be listed by militia officers, 525 

Vol. 2 (1699-1705): report on act concerning, 124; trading with and entertaining, prohibited, 

182; naval   officers to report on imposition on, 241, 246, 303, 335; treasurer’s report on 

imposition on, 272 

Vol. 3 (1705- 1721): treasurer of imposition on, 4, 56; bills concerning, 99, 110; form of oath to 

be taken by collectors of imposition on, 101; act declaring negro, mulatto, and Indian slaves to 

be real estate, 111; complaint against two naval officers for not reporting duty on, 149; of a felo 

de se, sold at auction, 164; conspiracy of, discovered, 234; proclamation concerning, 235, 573, 

575; sixteen freed by will of John Fulcher, 332; duty on, imported from South Carolina 

temporarily suspended, 404; from South Carolina to be held hostages, 416; restraint on, from 

South Carolina removed, 418; payment of duty on, owned by Anne Lowry, suspended, 459 

Vol. 4 (1721-1739): Burgesses consider laying a duty on, 40; act for laying duty on, repealed, 61, 

75, 449; report on money collected by laying duty on, 116; unlawful assembling of, prohibited, 

228, 462-464, 471; naval officers appointed collectors of duty on, 291; treasurer of duty on, 

appointed, 389; act concerning, 415; act for amending the act concerning, repealed, 447 

Vol. 5 (1739-1754): acts concerning, 346, 467, 497-98; emancipated, 18, 60, 141, 193, 196, 200, 

215, 298; executed for felony, 290 

Vol. 6 (1754-1773): acts concerning, 282, 284, 304, 394-395, 438, 651; duty on purchase and 

import, 149-150, 396, 618, 630, 652; insurrection of expected, 580, 582; mentioned, 200, 220, 

291-92, 303, 320, 327, 334, 339, 353, 390, 407, 408, 427, 437, 450-51, 503, 509, 518, 521, 524, 

526, 550-52, 563, 580, 582, 644 

Journals of the House of Burgesses of Virginia, 1619-1776 

(*****Volume One includes a general index to all volumes.) 



 

Negroes: 

Vol. 2 (1659/60-1693): bills concerning. 266, 268-9, 271, 299, 305-6, 308, 311, 314, 396-7, 399, 

464, 468-9, 471-73, 476; proposition concerning, 429; bill concerning, 169, 172 

Vol. 3 (1695-1696; 1696-1697; 1698-1699; 1700-1702): bills concerning negro women, 169, 172 

Vol. 4 (1702/03-1705; 1705-1706; 1710-1712): bill to amend act declaring them to be real 

estate, 351; declared to be real estate, 201, 206, 208, 210, 212-13, 234, 331; employment of, as 

millers and overseers, prohibited, 264, 266, 268; bill to prevent insurrections and conspiracies, 

281; duty on, 180, 183; keeping of offensive and defensive weapons by, prohibited, xxxv, 264, 

266, 268; not to levy war or take up arms, xxxv, 264, 266, 268; governor’s message in reference 

to high tax on, 281; grievance from York and Warwick in reference to act declaring them to be 

real estate, 331 

Vol. 5 (1712-1714; 1715; 1718; 1720-1722; 1723-1726): act declaring them to be real estate, 15-

18, 20; bill for the better government of, xlviii, 368, 371, 373, 382-83, 386, 389, 391-92, 395; bill 

to repeal act declaring them to be real estate, 15-18, 20, 267, 271, 273; proposition in reference 

to Christianizing them, 368, 370 

Vol. 6 (1727-1734; 1736-1740): bill to explain and amend act declaring to be real estate, 28, 36, 

39, 40-41, 45; ordered that a bill be prepared for repealing the act making them real estate, 130;  

Vol. 7 (1742-1747; 1748-1749): bill for better government of, 301 

Vol. 8 (1752-1755; 1756-1758): restrained from keeping dogs, 20 

Vol. 9 (1758-1761): duty on/bills concerning, 141, 143-44, 146; petition concerning, 73 

Vol. 10 (1761-1765): acts/bills concerning, 84, 261, 287, 317, 330, 332-33, 341, 343, 345, 363 

Vol. 11 (1766-1769): condemned to be hung, 89, 103, 146; act concerning negro women, 267, 

275, 295, 304; act for better government of, 259; petition, 198, 203, 246, 251 

Vol. 12 (1770-1772): imported, 257; suicide, 196 

Vol. 13 (1773-1776): outrages, 98, 181 

Mulatto: 

Vol. 2 (1659/60-1693): bill declaring, slaves, 472-73, 476; bill declaring when negroes and 

mulattoes are tithable, 464, 468-69, 471 

 Vol. 3 (1695-1696; 1696-1697; 1698-1699; 1700-1702): women, bill concerning, 169, 172 

Vol. 4 (1702/03-1705; 1705-1706; 1710-1712): slaves, bill to amend act declaring them to be 

real estate, 351; declared to be real estate, 201, 206, 208, 210, 212-213, 234; employment of, as 

millers or overseers, prohibited, 264, 266, 268; grievance from York and Warwick in reference to 

act declaring them to be real estate, 331; keeping of offensive and defensive weapons by, 

prohibited, xxxv, 264, 266, 268; not to levy war or take up arms, xxxv, 264, 266, 268 

Vol. 5 (1712-1714; 1715; 1718; 1720-1722; 1723-1726): slaves, act declaring them to be real 

estate, 15-18, 20; better government of, xlviii, 368, 371, 373, 382-83, 386, 389, 391-92, 395; bill 

to repeal act declaring them to be real estate, 267, 271, 273 



 Vol. 6 (1727-1734; 1736-1740): slaves, act declaring them to be real estate, 28, 36, 39, 40-41, 45 

 Vol. 7 (1742-1747; 1748-1749): bill for better government of, 301, 377, 379, 382-84, 397-98, 405 

Vol. 10 (1761-1765): slaves, act concerning, 84, 330, 332-33, 341, 343, 345, 363; bill 

concerning, 261, 287, 317 

Vol. 11 (1766-1769): women, bill concerning, 267, 275, 295, 304; act concerning, 259; petition, 

198, 203, 246, 251 

Slave: 

 Vol. 13 (1773-1776): duty, 85, 91, 201, 210, 278-79; enfranchisement, 230 

Slaves: 

Vol. 2 (1659/60-1693): bill declaring that baptism of, does not manumit or set them free, 460, 

462, 478, 479; bill for suppressing outlying, 361-63, 365, 472-73; bill for the more speedy 

prosecution of, committing capital crimes, 401, 404, 472, 476 

Vol. 3 (1695-1696; 1696-1697; 1698-1699; 1700-1702): tax on, 162-63, 170, 172, 183, 198, 297, 

302, 309, 334; penalty for hog stealing, xxxiii, 164, 170, 172, 180, 182-83; prosecution of, for 

capital crimes, 161-62 

Vol. 4 (1702/03-1705; 1705-1706; 1710-1712): act concerning, 167, 172-73, 176-78, 184, 188, 

197-98, 204-05, 235; act for laying duty on, amended, 287; bill for revising imposition on, 67-71, 

76-79; bill to prevent insurrection and conspiracies, 281, 328-29; clandestine transportation of, 

prohibited, 153, 157, 159, 187, 204; duty on, xxx, xxxii, xxxvii, 120, 194-95, 199, 201-03, 271, 

273, 276, 278, 286, 290, 298; governor’s message in reference to high tax on, 281; message from 

Council in reference to tax on, 286; prosecution for capital crimes, 158, 171, 184, 188, 193, 203; 

resolution in reference to duty on, 63  

Vol. 5 (1712-1714; 1715; 1718; 1720-1722; 1723-1726): act declaring them to be real estate, 15-

18, 20; bill to amend act concerning, 330, 332-33, 353, 417-18, 420; duty on, xix, xlvii, 32, 34-38, 

40, 42, 66, 97, 101-02, 110-12, 117, 379, 382-84, 390, 395; ordered that a bill be prepared for 

better government of, 363; transportation of, 371, 373-75, 377, 395; trial of, committing capital 

crimes, xlvii, 368, 371, 373, 382-83, 386, 389, 391-92, 395 

Vol. 6 (1727-1734; 1736-1740): act for better securing duty upon, xxvii, 290-91, 293, 301, 307-

08, 315; act for continuing and amending act for laying duty on, 363, 378, 380-81, 386; act for 

laying additional duty on to be paid by buyer, 416, 418, 422, 427, 429, 430, 434; act for laying 

duty on imported, 33-37, 52; act for laying duty on to be paid by buyer, xvii, xxiii, 131-33, 139, 

145, 165, 188, 219, 221, 223, 225, 233; act to make the stealing of, felony without the benefit of 

clergy, 150, 153, 155, 157, 165; bill to amend law in relation to trial of, for capital crimes, 295, 

300, 303; bill to restrain the ill usage of, held by tenants for life, 156, 160-61; leave given to 

bring in bill for laying duty on imported slaves, 407; report of committee appointed to prepare 

statement of duty on, 259, 384, 427; resolution in reference to act for laying duty on, to be paid 

by buyer, 333 

Vol. 7 (1742-1747; 1748-1749): act for laying duty upon, 15, 21, 30, 34, 36, 62, 69, 139, 165, 

173, 198, 204, 209, 220, 275, 309, 319, 322, 326, 385, 390, 394-95, 398-99; bill declaring, to be 

personal estate; 304, 348, 351, 356, 361, 368, 371, 385, 400; bill directing trial of, committing 

capital crimes, 377, 379, 382-84, 397-98, 405; bill to prevent clandestine transportation of, 282, 

336, 343, 348-49, 355, 400 



Vol. 8 (1752-1755; 1756-1758): act for reviving duty upon, xiv, 16, 124; bill for better 

government of, 127, 133, 135, 140, 170; bill for preventing fraudulent gifts of, 448, 450, 456, 

459, 466, 491; bill to continue act for laying duty upon, 131, 133, 135, 170; bill to revive act for 

laying duty upon, 21, 24, 30, 42, 44, 51, 54, 56, 79, 81, 97; duty upon, xxviii; restrained from 

keeping dogs, 20 

Vol. 9 (1758-1761): act concerning, 11, 16, 22, 31, 36, 39, 45, 121-22, 128; duty on, xvi, 65, 70, 

95-96, 105, 109, 111-12, 115, 148-49, 150-52, 211 

Vol. 10 (1761-1765): act concerning, 141, 150, 157, 159, 160, 329, 332-33, 336, 341, 343, 345-

47, 349, 363; bill concerning, 261-62, 276, 287; duty on, 181, 184, 187, 192-93, 196, 356; 

personal property, 161-63; trial of, 317 

Vol. 11 (1766-1769): act concerning, 39, 42, 46-47, 52, 199, 232, 259, 268; duty on, 55, 58, 64, 

101, 118-19, 125, 129, 142, 155, 217, 248-49, 263, 275, 289, 302, 350, 352-53; mentioned, 54, 

61-62, 64, 70, 73, 75, 102-03, 105, 107-08, 110-11, 114-17, 123, 130, 147, 152, 154, 158, 160-62, 

165, 172, 176, 210, 260, 273-74, 278, 293, 299; trial of, 259 

Vol. 12 (1770-1772): 15, 98, 109; act concerning, 13, 177, 282; declared personal estate, 45; 

duty upon, 246, 263; government of, 288, 293; imported, xxviii, 268, 284; how tried, 199, 315; 

outlawed, 308, 315; purchased, xxviii 

Vol. 13 (1773-1776): executed, 271; freedom, 234-35, 256; insurrection, 245; valuation of, 11 

Journals of the Council of the State of Virginia, 1776-1791 

 

Blacks: 

Vol. 5 (1788-1791): emancipation of, 48, 105, 142; hire of, 6, 7, 55, 61, 64, 145, 187; kept by 

sheriff of Prince Edward Co., 57; pardoned after conviction for crime, 28, 62, 90, 98-99, 140, 

143, 154, 156, 159, 199, 201, 206, 259, 273-74, 277, 303, 317-18, 338; passes issued for, 105; at 

Point of Fork, 6, 53, 69, 71; on public boats, 62, 105, 145, 187; reprieved, 139, 141, 150, 155, 

201, 205, 294; sale of, 53, 69, 71, 74, 112; stolen, 1 

Negro: 

Vol. 3 (1781-1786): Ned Gray, 236, 569 

Vol. 4 (1786-1788): stealing, 170, 207, 241 

Negroes: 

Vol. 1 (1776-1777): sent to work in lead mines, 9, 71; value of their services to be determined, 

70; estimate of the annual value of their services, 71; employed at salt works, 125; warrant for 

the expense of conveying, to lead mines, 193; purchased for work in the lead mines, 295, 442, 

468; employed to finish garrison at York, 445; on the Eastern Shore, desert their master to join 

the army, 483 

Vol. 2 (1777-1781): purchased to work in mines, 3, 16, 22, 43 

Slave: 



Vol. 1 (1776-1777): restored to his owner, 67; under sentence of death, pardoned, 228, 427; 

Frenchman, enlisted in the service of the State, claimed by his father as a slave, 400; freed by 

Henry Taylor, 418; Council regretfully declines to approve the manumission of a slave and her 

child, 421; freed by owner, 449; committee appointed to appraise a slave intercepted on his way 

to join the enemy, 496 

Slaves:  

Vol. 1 (1776-1777): purchased by the Commonwealth, 372, 429, 442, 477, 495; committee 

appointed to determine the value of the services of certain slaves 440; on the Eastern Shore 

desert their masters to join the enemy, 483; two convicted of murder, pardoned, 488 

Vol. 2 (1777-1781): purchased for work in lead mines, 16, 22, 28, 43, 214; freed, 28; missing, 

supposed to be aboard enemy vessels, 82; permission given to reclaim, on board enemy vessels, 

86; practice of the enemy in the detention of, 285; employed in public works, to be reported on, 

388 

Vol. 3 (1781-1786): 2, 64, 75, 77, 82, 92, 100, 106, 121, 131, 135, 139, 171, 186, 191, 195, 216, 

228, 236, 263, 276, 281, 284, 294, 300-01, 329, 338, 341, 345, 347, 363-64, 384, 391, 393, 401, 

448, 469, 470-71, 493, 495, 518, 549, 554, 564, 568-69, 573, 577-78, 592, 594, 599; act for 

preventing importation of, 454; act to restore, to owners, 209; application of Duncan McLachlan 

for, 585; at lead mines, 443; belonging to ropewalk, 84, 508; complaint against manager of 

public, 102; hired out, 91, 398, 514; permission to sell, in Virginia, 80; refugees permitted to sell, 

91-92; representation concerning, 209; sent to Point of Fork, 404; sold, 267, 268, 291, 302, 335, 

424, 493, 510; taken by British, 591; taken from Virginia, 246; to be restored to state, 117, 445, 

449, 450; with French army, 114 

Vol. 4 (1786-1788): 2, 3, 10, 12, 37, 40, 50, 90, 92, 94, 97, 121, 135, 137-40, 143, 145-46, 148-

50, 160, 167, 173, 176, 185-86, 193, 201, 208, 210, 223-24, 228, 258, 266, 281, 283; escape of, 

265; hire of, 191, 214, 223, 243-44, 258; tax on, 115, 143, 355-56 

Vol. 5 (1788-1791): at Buckingham Furnace, 336; illegal sales to on Sunday, 229; pardoned 

after conviction for crime, 90, 140, 154, 338; purchase of, for use on canal, 269; reprieved, 137, 

294; sale of, 265; under mortgage to public, 287 

 

Minutes of the Council and General Court of Colonial Virginia, 1622- 1632, 

1670-1676 

Negro: 

Vol. 1 (1622-1632, 1670-1676): exempted from paying levies, 517; promised freedom by master, 

declared free, 520; overseer, 513; servant, case of, against a white man, 354; woman, made free, 

513 

Negroes: 

Vol. 1 (1622-1632, 1670-1676): to be included in a general muster, 196; importation of, 287, 

494, 521; misconduct of, 477, 502, 520; trade in, proclamation in reference to, 518; bringing in 

too many, 519 

Mulatto: 

 Vol. 1 (1622-1632, 1670-1676): held to be a slave, 504 



 

Legislative Journals of the Council of Colonial Virginia, 1680-1773 

 

Negroes: 

Vol. 1 (1680- 1714): act declaring negro slaves to be real estate, 464, 465, 541, 543,; act 

declaring, to be slaves, 198, 203; act declaring when negroes are tithable, 197, 201; act for an 

additional law concerning, 127; act for securing Colony against attempts of negro slaves, 521; 

act for the more effectual apprehending an outlying negro, 306, 307, 308, 317, 318; act 

restraining, from meeting in numbers, 127; act to prevent insurrection of, 198, 203; petition in 

reference to repeal of act against English people marrying, 262; report of committee on 

proposition concerning negro children, 6 

Vol. 2 (1715-1753): act for better government of, 689, 690, 692, 693-698, 700, 1045; act for 

transportation of negro slaves, 690, 691; act to explain and amend the act declaring, to be real 

estate, 740-742, 744-746; act to prevent losses to executors by sale of, 734, 735, 742, 744, 747, 

748, 773, 774, 776, 777, 779-781;   

Vol. 3 (1754-1773): act for better government of, 1340, 1341; free negro women exempted from 

payment of levies, 1397, 1400, 1401; proposition concerning the Christian education of, 1523, 

1525 

Mulatto: 

Vol. 1 (1680- 1714): act declaring mullato slaves to be real estate, 464, 465, 541, 543; act 

declaring when mullatoes are tithable, 197, 201; petition in reference to repeal of act against 

English people marrying, 262 

Vol. 2 (1715-1753): act declaring who shall be accounted 745-748; act for better government of, 

689, 690, 692-698, 700, 1045; act to explain and amend act declaring mulatto slaves to be real 

estate, 740-742, 744-746 

Vol. 3 (1754-1773): act for better government of, 1340, 1341; free mulatto women exempted from 

payment of levies, 1397, 1400, 1401; proposition concerning the Christian education of, 1523, 

1525 

Slaves: 

Vol. 1 (1680- 1714): act concerning, 453, 456-458, 462; act for suppressing outlying, 149, 198, 

203; clandestine transportation of, prevented, 441, 450, 451, 461; Colony secured against 

attempts of, 521; duty on, 269, 270, 274, 311-314, 324, 325, 397, 399, 402, 407, 457-461, 502, 

503, 506, 551, 553, 583, 586-588; declared to be real estate, 464, 465; not emancipated by 

baptism, 195, 196, 199; prosecution of, for capital crimes, 167, 168, 171, 172, 198, 203, 453-455, 

461; to be punished for hog stealing, 266-268, 276 

Vol. 2 (1715-1753): act concerning, 669, 670, 672, 673, 715, 717, 1031, 1032, 1034, 1047; act 

for better government of, 1100, 1103; act for transportation of negro, 690, 691; clandestine 

transportation of, prevented, 1022, 1023, 1027, 1028, 1031; declared to be personal estate, 1040, 

1043, 1046, 1085; duty on, 696-698, 737, 738, 740, 795-797, 830-832, 848, 850, 878, 896, 914, 

923, 924, 973, 975, 976, 1047, 1049, 1051, 1054, 1076, 1104; ill usage of, restrained, 811, 812; 

imported from South Carolina, exempted from duty, 598; number of dogs kept by, to be 

decreased, 1065, 1066; prosecution of, for capital crimes, 689, 690, 692-98, 700, 852, 855, 1052, 



1053; protest of members of Council against act concerning, 1034, 1046; stealing of, felony 

without benefit of clergy, 806, 807   

Vol. 3 (1754-1773): act concerning trials of, 1473-75; act for better government of, 1342, 1343, 

1345, 1420, 1422; act for more effectual punishing conspiracies and insurrections of, 1340, 

1341; act to prevent the practice of selling persons as slaves that are not so, 1342; amendments 

to the bill concerning, 1545, 1564; declared to be personal estate, 1300; duty on, 1212, 1225, 

1307, 1359, 1371, 1402, 1407, 1461; duty on, brought from Maryland, Carolina and West Indies, 

1228, 1356; fraudulent gifts of, prevented, 1165, 1194, 1195; owners of, not to give general 

license to trade for themselves, 1215, 1216; prosecution of, for capital crimes, 1340, 1341; report 

of committee on act laying a duty on, 1563; ships importing, required to perform quarantine, 

1465, 1466 

 

 

  

  


