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PREFATORY NOTE. 

IN the summer and autumn of 1635 the hrt permanent settlements were 
made on the Connecticut River at Hartford, Windàor and WthersfieId. 
The Colony of Masachusctts claiming that tie territory was within her 
junsdictmon, maintained for a brief period some show of authority over the 
new Planters, who, howcver, soon assumed the right of scIf-govcrnmclit. 

On the 114th of January, 1638-9, the Planters.of Connecticut assembling 
in a pUbliC meeting, proceeded to adopt a CONS'rITUTJON* whichwjtht 

first writtcn (-onstitution originating in the new wor'd, and the model 

for all succeeding ones. The authorship of it is generally attributed to 
Roosa LUOLoW, 

In April, 1646, the General Court requested Mr. Ludlow to compile 
a " Body of Laws," which, though the request was urgently repeated, and 
additional inducements offrred to expedite the work, was not accomplished 
until May, i 650, when the Laws were Concludcd ajul Established," and 
transcribed upon the Public Records, 	 - 

' This scuiaskit4c do4uIlir,$t ae to Conncticut the inc.ciIii,Ic(,t plate in CulistitutionAl History,  
it established a I)1M,(IAey 

I flute and simple, tet onigin neither Kin5, Lords or Pa,iiament, fbi 
owning Jel ,endente upon any powc, OH ca.th 	It was the ('onstituijun of an lndcpctidc,u State, "a 
d$stIht,_i.5QU_l4w, 	'jiLtioung a , 	 nJ-de-ttrnn- it power, 	it 4CLIa,CJ if II&i,i tetilis 
that "in the (es,c,ai ('oust sfiIi &onsist the SUPSIMI 	nWI I or 'I HI ('OMMO$WIA1.1H," and the 
(rnc,ai ('uu,t was to be elected annually by the ftrrmtn, This augde with Atistutit', dctiitjw, of 

demuc Sa( ) 	" 	tile I'cojlc air SUIPIC111c and 04I1 file 1.aw, t lie Ot'snoiltity is h114,114101, Our I 0115. 
pounded cit risais> , ii, tlsc nsa.iy air supu1:ne Out as issdoiJuals but IoIIr(ivCly" 'I 

Idea was seaiisrJ in the uh,il 505 ioN us ('UNHIIi not, and its *duptlua and pns I nsathm waa the 
first tieii-usden sun ut I)SMcs 1*11, giVing life, ii5tst and power to a (Jsaat NATIoN  

f Ls,diuw's isistuuly is ohs. use. 	it is •uIup.weJ that lie canse Iloili the writ1  of Engi nt, and that hc 
had bees, educated as a iawcs. But it is not satistactorily known when ci, wi5c he 4 bum, wheir 
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-. 	 ,YATORY NOTE 

in s6629  the CoitItut1on 0(1639 was abrogated by the Charter of Charles 
If., which at a General Assembly, October 9th, s662, was adopted by At 
Freemen, but the oIl Laws of the Colony were declared to be in full force 
and virtue "unksi any be cross to the tenor of our Charter." 

The olonics of Connecticut and New Haven, which hitherto had been 

indepeadent Communities, were now to be united under the Charter, and the 
Union was consummated in May, 166. 

The Laws of Connecticut had never been printed, the. General Court 
ordering them to be "published" by the Constables of the bevcral Towns, 

which was done by reading manuscript copies to the people assembkd in 
iOWfl-mceting. 

In the Colony of New Haven the same manner of puhlcation hd been 
practised. In 1655, the Laws of that Colony were ordered to be "Compikd 

together fit to tic printed," and were sent to England for that purposc. iii 

June, i66, five hundred Copies of the book' arrived in New haven, and 

were divided among the several Towns. 

But the whole system of jurisprudence of New Haven Colony, was now 

entirely supcsedcd by the LAWS OF CONNBCTJCUT, which at a Public Mect-
ing in New Haven, August 14th, 166, were read to the people by William 

Jones, lsq., late Deputy Govrnor, and declared to be the LAWS OP TiI 
LANo. 	I 

The LaWS of Connecticut being new to the people of New hlavcn, to 

promulgate them in the fullest manner it became necessary to have them 

he had lived, of what had been his oupation. He allured to the higheit positioll in Ma.sat tusetis, 

whcrc his itormy tatter is well known.' ut was the icading niasi in (unnettit Ut, j'reeidag at the 
meeting, of the Otneral Quu,t, until tle arrival of Iiayncs, who at the hut ckttiun took the tuvercd 
otfi&c df 

Quvernur, Icaving to I.udluw a Iuwc, seat. It was a 5reAter gsiei when at the setujid cicttij 

she two light, uthi,ea were a.prupriatcJ by Hopkins and ilaynes. Ludlow's Ilne tduatsu, isis estate, 

hs great abVlities and his energy made bin, feared by his rivals, and hi. imperious t rilli,el usss,J then, 

out his dehat. In 1654 he disappeass from New Engla,sJ, and no 4uthorty )tt sects rcu,J, its deati, 

of points to iii. grave. 

It Is usually said that he went horn Fairficid to Virginia, an lsseniIun based upon lie IACt that a 

Captain Manning and his vesse' had bctr, hired by Ludlow to Uans1or( him arid 10. 
	ty Is. that 

('s.luusty. 	But Manning was amcstcd for hut it inadin,g whit, the flutib, and upon ttlal, t.irsg found 
guilty, his scsscl(In spite of Ludlow's protests, was Jet lareJ by list Court to I.e a lawg,.l l45, and 
ordered to be sulsi "by an In h of tandrll, ht that tiller, fflot to have 	" N. flasr  
61 74 	Though thus interrupted tic must havc left New England at ahout.thts tirise 	The late 
Meadr 5  in arsswer to a letter of inu1ui,y, wrote that he had found no mcii of hI,., atisusrig tire sin lent 

of Virgin., and Rogem Wols ott scents to settle the Murstiun, for 
sieab log wit I. great scspe t of 

I.ssdl',w as "a fiats Interior to noise," *t ., he sap, he rcruin,rJ to EglaJ. 	Al. lbs  
N's/isis. 

This volume is vety rare. 	It was carefully irisrinted under usc tu1.er,i,l.r, of Mr. C, 
J Iitwdly, 

in ii I, In lire hurl. •f ski 	is jsss.dsssi.s if Niw 115550. Tweni1 tupies only were also 
printed on Iargc pau.ei with a new titl, and an intiojuttlon, 

a 
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printed, but some of thç, old Laws having been repealed or modified, and 

many new Acts added, a general revision was 4emanded 	
/ 

in May i 67 s, Governor Winthrop, Deputy Governor .Lëete and others 

were appointed to prepare the new revision for the, press and to report. the,'  

draft to the next General Court for confirmation, and in October1  16721  it ' 
was ordered that the Laws shall be printed, "the copy of thcm being viewed 

and approved by. this Court." 	 ' 

In the course of the following year the Laws of Conneckut were for the 

firt time printed by Samuel Green, at Cambridge, then the only place in 	 . 
North America where a printing-press was established, 	. 	 ; 

In this first printed revision the arrangement o. Ludlow's Ce of j,  6o 
was generally respected. About seventy new titles. were inserted in their 

proper places, the organization, powers and duties of the several Courts were 

more fully and precisely specified, a prc We signed, and probably wrhteiy. 

John Allyn, the Secretary, was prefixed, and, by a special order of the 

General Court, the Seal of the Colony was impressed upon the title page. 	.. 	 • 

alL 
HARTEORI, October, 186.. 	• 	 . 

	

) For a lull histuty of the Seal of Cunncctkut, ice Co/i. Cta. Nbc. Sac. Po/,,J. p. 251. Roger 	 ' 

Wolcott says that the Seal was 1scacnttd to the Colony by Ocorc Fenwkk, and j1vt4 his *uthutlty fui 

the statement, "and thou5h in (osctnof Saitunstall's lime It was new made and cnIared,yet the 

imptesslun and the motto ate the 	ic." M. Hats, of Cons, by  Roger U'01c011. 



TIIK 

IUI3L1C RECORI)S 

(IF TIIIC 

STATE OY CONNECTICUT, 
From October, 1776i  to February, 1778, incluslvi 

w1II TiUC &JOURNAL or TIIX COUNCIL (Ir HAVP,,TV Vitu bf,'Tookit 11, 1776, 

To MAY 6, 1778, ii.usv, 

ANI) 

A. i 	P 	D I x. 

11)tltihhI ICI) I N ACCoHDANCK 'os'  till A ttKt44)Z,t)'l'ION OV TIIK II N liUA I, A04 U OI.Y 

HCJIAItIJ*4 .1. I(OAI)IY', L14.I)., 
IA1 x I.100UA)$IAh 

IIA1(Tl"4ItI) 

I'UIhfl or 'I'us (Aroc, I oi'KWutoO & IIIIA INA 1)0 0oM IA NY 

F 

 



- 

I 

, 

PREFACE. 

Upon the motion of the Connecticut Society Somis of the Viniorican 

Revolution, the General Assembly passed the following resolution authorizing 

the publication of State Records: 

Re-solved by this Assembly: That Chailes J. badly of Hartford be 
authorized to continue the publication of state records, together with the 
journal of the Council of Safety, and any other state documents or other, 
official lairs connocte1 with the history of Connecticut from 1776 to 1789, 
inclusive; and the secretary of state is hereby requested to furnish all 
needed assistance and co-operation for the speedy completion of the work. 

Approved, February 23, 1893. 	,. 

It was time that something shoukbe done, for the first volume of, the 

State Records rtnd tk first volume of the Journal of the Council of Safety 

are in bad coiditionsomne of. tho leaves being loose, frayed, and broken. 

Fortunately it 'has been possible to restore time, text in every instance' where 

the record is defective through agp and wear.  

This publication contains about one half of the first manuscript volume 

of the !?ecords of the State of Connecticut, und all of the first volume of the 

Journal of the Council of Safety which was not printed in the fIfteenth. 

.....volume of colniai ilecords of Connecticut. 	 - 

: 	The journal of the Governor and Council, as distinguisled from that of 

the Council of Safety, is supposed to be lost. Entries of the appointment of 

two sheriffs by thJmn are printed on pages 81 And 153. 

It is not known that the journals oither of the Upper or of the Lower 

hlouso of the General Assembly for the period covered by this volume ar 

in existence. 	. 	• 

• 	• 	As thtx pulilic rdcords of the State continUo(l to he kept by the same • 

. 	 Secretary, sothey were kept in the same manner as those of. the Colony had 

boon. Eac41 of the timanuscript volumes of the Colonial records is paged con- 



iv 	 PREFACE. 

tinuously from its beginning to it.s end while, III  'the 'State records oach 

Session has its OWfl paginatiOn. In this pul)lica4(nt I have not thought it 

necessary to indicate the pages of the rnalIUyriPt record, as was done in 

printing the Colonial records. 

I have not diosely followed capitaliZ$i911 or )Unctuation neither did 

the Secretary o so in making up his records from the originals. I have not 

regarded it oloirablo to reproduce abbreviations n every case wlire they 

occurred, but have made none which was not in the MSS. In some few 

instances I have ventured to corroct a mis.speflod rord. 

In the Appendix to this volume may Ie feun(1 the Journals of the Con. 

ventiolis held at Providence, at Springfl9ld, an at Now haven. The 

Journals of thö' Providence and of the No IlavemConventio.ns are from the 

lthoilu Island archives, and I am iiotware that dicy have before appeared 

in print. The Journal of the Springfield Convuntion is from our own 

lLrchiVt,s. It had already been printed, from anohor copy, in ('aleNdar of 

New YrkI Ilisiorical Manusct&pts. 1,evolutzonary 1apers, ii, 281. 

'Fhe whole text of this volume was transcribed for the printer by m 

own hand. The index was made by Mr. James W. Tloiupson of the Secre. 

tary's office, who has also assisted in reading' the proof. 

1IARTFOUD, August 1, 1894. 	 . 	 C. J. II. 

I I 	 .. 	 S  

S 	 L 	 S  

4' 



ruDbIu 	UWtJ) 

OF THE 

STAIE OF CONNECTICUT, 
From May, 1778, to April, 1780, inclusive, 

VITII TUE JOURNAL OF 1'IIE COUNCIL OF SAFETY FROM MAY 18, 1778 
TO APRIL 23, 1780, 

AND 

A. N  

 

I PUIILIBIIKI) IN ACHJItIMNCE WITH A RES()LITION OF TUE (iIINERAL ASSEM lILY, 

By ChARLES T. IIOADLY, LL,t)., 
"TATE l.IKUAIIIAN. 

/0 

I'RELis OF 'I'IIE ($AMI';, I )CK WOOD & II1A INARD COMI'AN Y. 



PREFACE. 

This 1)ubiiCation comprises the record of eight sessions of the General 
Assembly of Connecticut, between May, 1778, and May, 1780, and Contains. 
the remaining hitherto unprinted portion of volume one of the manuscript 
l?ecord.s of the State of Connecticut, with the April session of 1780 from vol-
ume two. The records of the Council of Safety for the two years are also 
included, arranged in the same nanner as in the former printed volume. 

The record of the ordinary Council is not known to exist. 

From May, 1779, the journals of the Lower House of the General 
Assembly are in our archives. The journals of the Upper House are not 
preserved. 	 . 

I suspect that sundry of the errata mentioned on page 580 may be 
accountcd for by the fact that the record is not a1ays in the handwriting 
of Secretary Wyllys himself. 	 . . 

The journal of the hartford Convention, printed in the appendix, is 
from the Rhode Island arêhives, The rocOinniendatioiis of the conention 
were published in some of the newspapers of that tinie. 

The journal of the Philadulphia Convention is from the, archives of 
Massadiusetts and I ani indebted for it to the kindness.of C. 13. Till'inghast, 
Esq., the State Librarian. I do not know that it has before been printed. 
It. was not practicable to accomplish the object for which the conention 
was called. 

My. attention has been drawn to the following resolution found in our 
archives, Revolutionary, Wzr, viii, doe. 242, which, though regularly passed 
in the latter part of October session,. 1777, as aqsiars by the memoranda of 
the Secretary and of the clerk of the Lower house subjiued to it, for some 
reason not clearly apparent, was not entered on the record, it do,,s ftot 
soolfi to have been repealed. Time resolution is in the handwriting of Roger 
Sherman, and is endorsed 

.11111 granting Liberty to 9andenianian Discale to abide in this State upon 
Perot or depart wit/i their Families. ' 

Oct°. 1777..  
i. U. h. Ut) p.  
I). 	 1 

\V Imoreas it appears to this Assembly  that 	In mph rys, Ti t us 
Smith, Richard Wood hull, Thomas tiot,ld, Joseph '  Py nchoon, Thee1 hi ii us 
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(Thasiiherlain, flenjiunin Smith and W illiaiii Uicli iiwnd, disciples of the late 
Itobert Sanikitian, residing in Now haven, have imbibed an OpifllOfl that 

they OWO allugutnee to I Ito King of (ireat Britiiiii, ttfl(i that they are hound in 

consCiente to yield ohtidience to his,  authority, and have signified their desire 

if they may not continue at. New ilaven to remove to someplace under the 

doininioii of said King: 

Ilesol veil lay this Assemldy, That the said persons and each of them may 

hi, at Il trtv to eutitinue in this. State tIItOII giving their parole of honor, that 
t)WV will not ilo aiivthing injuriOuS to this State or the Ii nited States of 

.\ ineiica, 01 give any intelligence, aid or assiStance to the British ofhicers or 

forces a 	n t wr with .tli is and the other U uited States, or if they decline giving 
such par. ile, they with their lainilies, household goods, apparel, and provisions 
suilicient fur their passage 	a , my remove to any place suhject to the govern 

inent- of time- King of ( meat Britain, oliv to New \ork, now occupied by the 
said Kings trool)s. Except the daughter of the said Richard \oodhmul who 
is heiress to a eonsiderahle real estate in said New 1 laven descended to her. 	. 

from item mituther deceased, who . shall not be removed thuieiioin, but site and 

her -estate shall lit under the care and guardianship of \V illiaui ( reenough, 
Esq, of saul Now I Laven, during her minority. 

l'astl in the Upper I louse. 'I'est. ( EURGE WY LLYS, ScctV. 
('oucurreil lii the Lower house. 7'eit. BENJA. PAY NE, Clerk. 

Tin- fact that it is not recorded was not noticed in tililU to refer to 

this resulvi iii tin' fur,nt,r printed volume which covered the ear 1777. 

in •)lit or twit instances, as on pages 395 and 399. I. have hccii 10 tie to 

841ppleulelil tile rect ira I (tout tither SOIIECOS. 	 . 

C. 
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VOLUME III. OF THE STATE RECORDS. 

The production of this volume in the series edited by the State 
Librarian, Charles J. Hoadly, was interrupted by his death on 
October 18, 1900. He had nearly the whole in type; but the work 
was not carried forward by his 'successor, and remained as it was 
until last year, when it was completed at the cost of his brother, 
George E. Hoadley, the type being reset and a gap recopied. The 
work has been overseen and the index compiled by Forrest Morgan 
of the Connecticut Historical Society.  

/ 
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PREFACE 
This volume continues the publication of early State Reords begun 

in 1894 under the editorship of the late Charles J. Hoadly. Two volumes, 
covering the period from November, 1776, through ApriI,.8O, were 

1)UbIislWd (luring his lifetime, an 	third, partially prepared IY 
him and 

completed after his death by F rr t Morgan and publisheJ at the cx- 
xnse of Mr. badly's brothe U. 	orge.  E. Hoadly, was published in 

1922, bringing down to the en 	the year 1781 the printed Records 
of the General Assembly and th journal of the Council of Safety In 

1937 the General Assembly,. by 	ecial 4t..596, appropriatd the sum 

i1 $2,000 to the State Library C iniIee to continue th publication .. 
of these two sets of public records from the point at which the earlier 
volumes ended. A further Act of 1941 insured the continuation of the 

work. 
From the start the new project was supervised by Professor George 

M. l)utchcr, State Historian, acting under the direction of the State 
Library Committee. He oversaw the microfliming, 1photostating, and 

es of the original manuscript records and then, typing of several volum 
upon his resignation as State ilistorian in the summer of 1941, turned 
over to his successor the task of preparing the typescript for the printer 
and seeing the work through the press. 	 f 

The volume herewith presented contains the State Records (con-
stituting the 1)roccedings of the General Assembly) during, the three 
sessions of the year 1782 and the journal of the Council of. Safety for 

'tiie same year The materiai'is found in Volume 11 of. the manuscript 
1uhlic Records f th State of Connecticut and in the last. part of 
Volume 111 and the f'rst part of Volume IV of the manuscript journal 
of the Council of Sety, all in the State Library at Hartford. As in 
the earlier publishevolumes. the .record of each session of the General 
Assembly is folloW'd by the section of the journal covering meetings 
of the (.Muncil of Safety tip, to the next session of the Asemhly. In 
pnparing the manuscript for the J)1, it has been the editor's policy 
to allow as few departures from the form of the original as possible, 
consistent with sound typogriphical practice and certain I)rece(IeTts 
established . in earlier volumes in this series. The absence of an index 
will be noticed. Volume V, covering the year 1783, is now in an ad-
vanced stage of preparation and will be published during the first half 
of 1943. It vill cotain an in( ex to both volumes, thereby simplifying 



somewhat the task of investjgators, who sometimes feel burdened by the 
necessity of consulting indivilual indexes for each volume in a lengthy 
series. 

The editor is conscious of the large part of tle work done by other 
liands than his own and is deeply grateful to all thpse who have assisted. 
The aborious task of reducing to typescript the often difficult hand-
writing of the originals, was carried through by Miss Ruth L. Lind, 
Miss Madelyn Sullivan (now Mrs. l3rown), and Miss Marguerite Ann, 
Sullivan. Dr. Benjamin Keen, assistant to the State Ilistorian)  and 
Mr. Treat Clark hull checked the typescript ag inst the photostats of 
the originals for final accuracy. Or. Keen and Mr. Richard P. Williams 
assisted in the proofreading. Above all, the ediior owes a heavy obuiga-
tn to Mr. James Brewster, State I ihiarian, and to Professor I)utcher, 
without whose friendly cooperation the volume 4uld not readily have 
been i)rought to completion. 

I.ENARD W. .LABARE, 
State If isiorian 

Nrw haven, Conn. 

S 
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lord, Mid(llCtOWii, and Norwich (pp. 257, 267, 343, 354. 36I ). The 
freemen of each city were allowed to elect all their local nniiicipal 

' 	officers annually, except the mayor, who, olice elected, was to hold. other 
(luring the pleasure of the Assembly. Each city was also l)r4)VI(1(L With 

it  city court of limited civil jurisdiction, and a COfl)il)OU council, vliicIi 

received certain powers in the control of local affairs. 
Faced with the nectsity of regulating its reopened external CulO-

merce, Connecticut passed an act of navigation (p. 254). a nuiiiher of 
tariff measures, and a bill creatilig New Haven and New lotidoii free 
ports of a.limited sort (p. 325). The Assembly also agreed to perltlit 
the. collection of certain duties on imports for the betieht of tile central 
government (p. 326). This measure was passed UOfl the recomulenda-

lion of Congress and was contingent upon the passage by the other 
states of similar acts. But several states refused to cooperate and the 
project fell through. Congress remained dependent for funds upon 
the inadequate requisition system. 

The problem of finance was almost hopelessly C0101)liCated, in Coi* 
necticut as elsewhere in the new nation, by the disastrous depreciation 
of the paper money. References to this depreciation abound throughout 
the 1)resetit volume, testifying to the evils attending a general monetary 
inflation. The financial situation of the state was made more difficult 
by the direct effects of the war. Several towns, especially New London, 
(;roton, Fairfield, New Haven, Norwalk, and others along the Sound, 
as well as a few communities further inland, had been burned or pil-
laged by British raiding parties. As late as 1784 the inhabitants of these 
towns were still petitioning the Assembly for the abatement of their 
state taxes on the ground that they had not yet recovered from the 
effects of enemy attacks. To such appeals the Assembly lent illost 
sympathetic ears. 

At the very beginning of the period covered by this volume Comniecti-
cut suffered a heavy (hisal)pointnlent at the ilan(Js of tile central goerii-
nient. Under her "sea-to-sea" charter she claimed title and juris(liction 
over a strip of land running straight across what is now Pennsylvtnia 
and on to the Mississippi River,. which the 'treaty of Paris had tLxe(l 
as the western boundary of the United States. l'roin well before the 
bCvOlutlofl settlers had occupie(L eastern lx)rtioils of that strip uilder 
grants from Connecticut proprietors. In 1775 the Assembly had created 
lIe region a county by the name of Westmureland. and throughout 

the Revolution its representatives had sat in the Connecticut legislature. 
Pennsylvania contested Connecticut's claim to the land inside her ,OWIi 

westehi houn(lary, and in 1782 the question was adjudicate(l by a CI)UI-

mission appointed by Congress. Now, shortly after the convcinilg  of 

the Assembly in January, 1783, word reached hart forth that l'eiiii-
sylvania had won the case and, ill the words writ ten at tile ruth of tile 
Assembly attendance lists of that session (p. ii), the ('ouiiwctucut cniuity 
of Wcstmorelauid was 

Annihilated and out of Sight ;— 
If what the Court have done, is right. 



A 
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Connecticut vixiti the Marquis tIC I _afayette and ins young son in grate-
ful recognition of the Frenchman's "distinterested attachment to the 
Liberties of Mankind" (p. 439). One of several pension cases which 
should have a' specially poignant appeal to readers in 1943, when the 

people of America are once again being made aware of their deep 
obligation to those disabled in the cause of freedom, is that of William 
Burrows. A soldier in the army, he had been wounded in the knee. 
He was discharged from service and after a long illness had been forced 

'to submit to an amputation at the thigh. Burrows now asked for the 
payment of his medical expenses and, since he was "disabled from any 
business," for some ptovision for his support. The Assembly ordered 
the payment of his doctor's bills and then,with a truly Spartan gen-
erosity, voted him a pension of thirty shillings a month for a term 
of two years (p. 458). Rather more satisfactory, both to the  

rZeverend
titioner 

and to the sensibilities of the reader, was the outcome of the  

Benajah Phelps's memorial, He was what might be called a Loyalist 
in reverse. The sufferings and losses of the American Tories are f a-
miliar; mny entries in this volume add details to the general story. 
But the ekperiences of Phelps had an opposite origin. A native of 
Connecticut, he had migrated to Nova Scotia in 1766 and there during 
the Revolution he had suffered loss of property and exile for his staunch 
loyalty to the colonial cause. Now, in just the same way that the Tory 
Loyalists were petitioning Parliament for help, Phelps asked the Con-
necticut Assembly to grant him'relief in view of the losses his faithful-
ness had cost him. Appropriately, the Assembly made, him a grant 
from among the confiscated estates of the Connecticut 'Tories (p. 474). 

As in earlier volumes, a large share of the record is taken UI) with 

the memorials and petitions of individual towns and persons. They 
sought the Assembly s sanction on a great variety of matters: the hold 
ing of a lottery to rebuild a church or bridge, the relocation of it high-

way, the separation of part of a church membership from the rest 
because of dissatisfaction with the minister's theology, the sale of some 
of the real estate of a minor orphan to meet the expenses of his main-
tenance, the forgiveness of' a defaulted bond, the issuance of a new 
certificate of public indebtedness when the old one had been 1st or 
chewed up by the hogs. These and a host of similar matters occupied 
the time of the Assembly to an almost unbelievable degree. But the 
very fact that the Assembly was willing to give its attention to such 
local and private concerns is evidence that in the Connecticut of the 
1780s the government was very close to the people. For all the con-
servatism of its political framework, and in spite of the ravages of a 
long and costly war for independence, Connecticut's traditional system 
of self-government contained the elements necessary for continued 
vitality and health. 

The material printed in this volume includes the last 54 pages of 
Volume 11 and the first 261 pages of Volume III of the manuscript 
State Records of Connecticut, and tIme last 62 pages of the fourth and 
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X 	 INTRODUCTION 

At its October session, 1787, the Assembly provided for elections to a 
State Ratifying ConveNtion, each town to bq represented by the same 
number of delegates as it was entitled to send to the Assembly (p. 355). 
The Ratifying Convention met in Hartford on Thursday, January 3, 
1788, and after full discussion voted on the following Wednesday, Janu-
ary 9, to ratify the Constitution. The "grand question" passed by a 
vote of 128 to 40, or better than 3 to 1. Such opposition as appeared 
came chiefly from rural towns in New Haren County and from country 
communities in the northern, northwestern, and northeastern parts of. 
the State. No official record of the debates or proceedings at the Con-
vention is known to have been made. Some of the newspapers of the 
State, however, printed reports of some ctf the sessions with long para-
pirases of the principal speeches. A few of the speeches were also repro-
duced in other publications soon afterwards. From these sources, in the 
absence of any official record, the editor of this volume has put together 
as complete a report as possible of the proceedings of the Ratifying Con-
vention, one of the most momentous gatherings in the history of Connecti-
cut. It appears as an appendix to the official Records of the State (below, 
pp. 548-73). 

That the period brought to a close by these events was indeed a "critical 
period," is well illustrated in the Connecticut records here printed. Dur-
ing much of the time business obviously was at a low ebb. Even a casual 
reader will notice the very large number of insolvency cases and the many 
petitions from men and women seeking release, even temporarily, from 
debtor's prison. Inflation of the currency, decline of public and private 
credit, interstate barriers to trade, and other consequences of the recent 
war and of an inadequate central government had done their work. 
When in October. 1786. the Connecticut Assembly refused point blank to 
comply with the financial requisition of Congress (p. 232) it was reflect-
ing both a business condition and a public attitude toward the govern-
ment at large that ws common throughout the States. Under the pres-
sure of economic distress the debtor classes everywhere, and especially in 
parts of New England, sought to gain relief through control of their 
State governments. They succeeded in Rhode Island where they forced 
through a legal-tender act and other measures of an inflationary or rthica.l 
nature. In Massachusetts they were defeated, whereupon some of the 
more (lesperate anlong ihem adopted a course of direct action. Shays 
Rebellion, as the uprising of 1786-87 in western Massachusetts was called, 
was put (town by the use of armed force, but not before it had caused 
considerable alarm among the more conservative inhabitants of all the 
northeastern states. In Conecticut, reports of an insurgent movement 
organized secretly at Sharon among sympathizers of the Massachusetts 
"rebels" met with prompt and decisive action by the Assembly (i'. 294). 
The ringleaders were arrested and the conspiracy was broken up. Yet 
because the State Records show in general only the positive aCC(HhIj)hISh-

inents of the Legislature, this volume (toes not reflect fully the vigorous 

0. (1. 1.iItv. The (Ze(grIJp?airaf Di.trihution of the Vote of the T?.frteen Stafri on the P.deo! 
(,,.ip 1sf ds,sn 	.8 ( 	 %'ic.. 	94 ) pnIs 	map w)ucii ,sIiooa g *qshicslly the centers of 

1,14.04mi I till to and ,u$sp(sIt of it., Consul ut Ion. 
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ing all older town or by combining outlying portions of two or more 
adjacent towns into a new political entity. During the nine sessions of 
the Assembly covered in this volume, no less than twenty towns were 
incorporated. They were: Berlin, East Haven, Bristol, and Thompson 
in 1785; Lisbon, Hamden, Brooklyn, Franklin, \Varren, Ellington, Boz-
rah, Granby, North Haven, Montville, and Hampton in 1786; South-
bury, Bethlehem (or 13ethlem as it was called), and Weston in 1787; 
Brookfleld in 1788; and Huntington (now Shelton) in the January ses-
sion of 1789. In many cases the division of towns was along the lines of 
parish or ccclesiastic't-society boundaries,lasis ith one or perhaps two out- 
lying societies of an older town forming the 	of the new town. Thus 
the place which the church sodety held in the evolution of local go'-
criinicut in Connecticut can be clearly seen. And the process of that 
evolution was not completed, for the records show, in addition to the 
incorporation of new towns, the simultaneous creation of new societies 
in various localities, as the dispersions and regroupings of population 
coiitinUC. 

In coiinection with its wider interests the State also took some sig-
nificant steps during these years. The "sea-to-sea" Charter of 1662 
gave Connecticut a claim to a strip of land running westward through 
regions later claimed by other colonies or states. So far as New York 
was concerned the issue had been settled quite early in the Colonial 
Period. The dispute with Pennsylvania (as far west as the western 
boundary of that State) had been settled in favor of the Quaker State in 
1783 by a Congressional adjudication under the provisions of the Articles 
of Confederation.t Beyond the established western line of Pennsyl-
vania, Connecticut still asserted her right to a strip as wide as her own 
greatest width running to the Mississippi River, the farthest boundary 
of the United States. Other states, notably Virginia, had surrendered 
to the Federal Government their claims to the lands north and northwest 
of the Ohio River, and pressure was now bein*crg  brought to bear upon 
Connecticut to do the same, in order that Congress might provide for the 
settlement and government of the region. After negotiations on the 
terms of cession stretching over more than two years, the Connecticut 
Assembly authorized its delegates in Congress, in May, 1786, to surrender 
to the United States all "right, title, interest, jurisdiction, and claim" of 
the State to its western 'lands, with the exception of a tract running from 
the Pennsylvania line for 120 miles west (p. 171). In the next Assembly 
the State began to take steps for selling to private individuals the lands 
in its Western Reserve (p. 237). It was only in 1795, well beyond the 
close of this volume, that Connecticut disposed of all its lands in the 
Reserve and only in 1800 that it finally surrendered jurisdiction over the 
Western Reserve to the United States. The ambitions of the State for 
a cOlonial region of its own died slowly. 

Apart from some of these issues of fairly general concern, readers of 

The act of incorporation of Thonpaon was omtted from its proper place in the records. It 
has been supplied at thc etiti of the rs.curd of the May 1783 smsion (below, P. 90) from the 
ori;inal docutitcut in the Connecticut Archives. 

ee The Pubhc Records of the State of Connectkut, V. 11 note. 
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two husbands were granted divorces merely on \rather  general grounds 
of the unconjugsl behavior of their wives (pp. 206, 335). Even 
though these charges included accusations of threats or attempts upon the 
husbands' lives, they certainly did not conic within the grounds upon 
which the Superior Court was allowed to grant divorces. The evidence 
of comparative liberalism which the Assembly gave by its treatmect 
of these cases should''help to correct the still somewhat false idea which 
n.ny people have of eighteenth-century puritanism. Even though senti-
ment in Connecticut could still support an act fortdding billiards as a 
danger to the moral health of the people, the Assembly was prepared to 
take a much more tolerant and even "modern" stand on such an import-
ant question as divorce. Items such as these suggest the wisdom of 
avoiding sweeping generalizations in writing about social attitudes in 
eighteenth-century Connecticut. 

* * * * * * 
The records of the Assembly printed in this volume consist of pages 

263-527 of Volume III and pages 1-146 of Volume IV of the manuscript 
State Records of Connecticut. There are also printed the first 35 pages 
of a new manuscript volume called "Book of Records of the Resolves & 
other Doings of the Governor & Council of the State of Connecticut 
begun in May Session A.D. 1785." The latter are records of various 
executive actions taken by the Governor and Council and, although they 
deal with very different matters, they may be said to take the place of 
the records of the Council of Safety, the printing of which was brought 
to a condusion in Volume V of this series. 

It may be worth while to point out just what the "State Records" are 
and are not. In brief, they are the records of the positive actions of the 
General Assembly at each session. They are in no sense a journal of the 
day-by-day proceedings of either house of the legislature; much less are 
they reports of debates before a deliberative body. The journal of the 
Lower House is in manuscript in the State Library in Hartford; no 
kgislative journal of the Upper House is known to exist for this period. 
There were no official reports, stenographic or otherwise, of the debates 
and speeches. At about this time, however, the newspapers of the State 
began to adopt fairly regularly a practise—only occasionally indulged in 
before—of printing their own reports of speeches and debates, either 
condensed and paraphrased, or ostensibly reproduced in full. In many 
cases a report printed in one paper was reprinted without change within 
a week or so in some of the other papers of the State. The editor has 
exajnined the files of four leading newspapers of the period, the Con- 
necticut Courant (Hartford), The Connecticut Journal (New Haven), 
the New Haven Gazette (later the New Haven Gazette and Connecticut 
Magazine), and the Connecticut Gazette (New London), and has indi-
cated by appropriate footnotes what speeches, debates, or proceedings are 
reported in these papers. 

Attention should also be called to another body of supplementary mate-
rial. The papers of the Assembly, consisting of petitions, memorials. 
reports of committees, etc., were all—theoretically at least—preserved. 
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INTRODUCTION 

of the submission to the States for ratification of a set of proposed Amend-
ments to the Constitution. It will be readily recalled that in ratifying the 
Constitution a number of the States proposed limiting or clarifying amend-
ments. Out of the welter of suggestions submitted by the States or intro-
duced into Congress by individual members, twelve articles passed both 
houses and were sent to the States in the fall of 1789.* The first of these 
proposed a fixed system for determining the apportionment of representa-
tion in the House of Representatives; the second would have limited the 
power of Congress to alter the compensation of its members. Neither 
of these suggested amenctments ever received the approval of the neces-
sary three-fourths of the State legislatures. The remaining ten proposed 
articles were ratified and became a part of the Constitution. They are 
now known as the Bill of Rights and as such have an honored place in the 
record of American constitutional freedom. But in their adoption as part 
of the Fundamental Law of the United States, Connecticut, unfortu-
nately, can claim no share. 

Governor Huntington received the official text of the twelve proposed 
amendments and submitted the document to the General Assembly for 
consideration at the October session, 1789.t The lower house agreed 
to approve all except the second of the proposed articles, but the Council 
voted to postpone action until the following session. In May 1790 the 
Representatives again passed a bill in favor of Articles J.II-XII of The 
proposals. To this measure the Council formally dissented but passed 
a bill of its own ratifying all twelve amendments. The lower house in 
turn rejected this measure. In October 1790 the House took up the 
question once more but this time rejected all twelve proposals and con-
curred with the Council in a vote to postpone further action until May 
1791. There is no evidence that either house discussed the matter again. 
When Virginia acted favorably on Articles III-XII in December 1791, 
thereby completing the necessary number of ratifications, the issue was 
closed. Further action by Connecticut would have been superfluous. 

It is a curious fact that, although each house of the Connecticut legis-
lative body at one time, or another went on record in favor of at least 
ten of the proposed amendments, they never got together to ratify any of 
them. The probable e.xplanation is that the conservative leaders of the 
State could not summon enough enthusiasm to work effectively for the 
amendments. Some Connecticut representatives in Congress, notably 

On the general history of the proposal and ratification of Coastitutjonai amend-
ments the standard authority is Herman V. Ames, "The Proposed Amendments to 
the Constitution of the United States during the First Century of its History," in 
Aniisal Report of the American Historical Association for the year 1896, vol. Ii 
(Washington. 1897). Ames lists 297 propositions presented for Congressional con-
sideration during the first six months of its existence. 

t The account which follows is summarized from the most careful study yet made 
oi the subject: Thomas H. LeDuc. Con,iect&csa and the First Ten Amendmeng.f to the 
Federal Con.stisiaiu,,. Senate Doc no. 96, 7th Cong., 1st Sess. (Washington, 
1937). See also MS. Journal of the House of Representatives (Secretary of State's 
Office, Hartford), Oct. 27, 28, 179; May 17, 18, 21, 24, 25, Oct. 15, 21, 1790. 
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Roger Sherman, actively opposed a number of the proposals.* He, to-
gether with Benjamin Huntington and Jeremiah \\'adsworth, seems to 
have objected to any measures which would have formally restricted the 
Congress or the State legislatures in the exercise of authority. Probably 
the attitude of these men reflected in some degree the views of their asso-
ciates among the ruling class back home. The political leaders of the 
State had supported the original Constitution and apparently had not 
been bothered by some of the doubts and misgivings which had disturbed 
more liberal-minded citizens in other States. The men of Connecticut 
seemed willing to let well enough alone. 

The General Assembly, however, proved quick to take action when 
there was actual Federal interference with its own prerogatives, as an 
incident in the session of May 1792 clearly shows (pp. 396-97). A cer-
tain Josiah Huntington, who had business with the legislature but who 
feared imprisonment for debt, asked for and received immunity from 
arrest, as many others in like situations did, until his petition should be 
acted upon. In spite of his certificate of protection, a deputy United States 
marshall seized him on a writ of execution from a Federal court and, in 
the absence of any Federal house of detention, handed him over to the 
keeper of the Hartford county jail for custody. When the Assetibly 
heard of this defiance of its authority it issued a writ of habeas corpus 
ordering the prisoner to be brought before it. Upon learning why Hunt-
ington was detained, the legislature ordered his immediate release. The 
General Assembly would recognize no other jurisdiction in a matter where 
its own authority was involved. 

During these years the Assembly gave attention to two other topics 
involving the interests and activities of its citizens beyond the territorial 
boundaries of the State. One matter dated back in origin to events dur-
ing the Revolution; the other was the  outgrowth of a new religious awak-
ening that was just beginning to take place. Although Connecticut was 
the scene of relatively little fighting and of no major campaigns in the war, 
several of its towns, especially some of those on or near the coast, had 
suffered from destructive British raids. People who had lost their houses 
or other property in these attacks had long been asking for some sort of 
compensation, and the Assembly felt the obligation to do something for 
them. The State had no money it could pay out in cash awards, but it 
did have one available resource: large quanthies of unoccupied lands in 
that part of the Northwest Territory to which it had not surrendered title 
when it ceded its other western claims to Congress in 1786. An Obvious 
solution of the problem, therefore, was to grant the victims of British 
depredations or their heirs the right to a share of land in the Western 
Reserve, to each one in proportion to his losses at enemy hands. The 
Assembly set up a committee in December 1790 to establish the monetary 
value of each claimant's uncompensated loss, and in May 1792 voted 
to grant the "sufferers" as a group half a million acres in what are now 
Erie and Huron counties in Ohio. The long list of some 1870 names, 

l2Duc Connecticut and the First Ten Amendment:, pp. 4-5. 
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did 	want to sell its birthright of indendence if it could help it. At 
last,the wise and patient efforts of such men as President Ezra Stiles and 
James. Hillhouse, Congressman and treasurer of the college, bore fruit 
in an arrangement which gave the New Haven institution the necessary 
financial help and gave the State some, but not too much, representation 
on the governing body of the college (p. 392). Thus, in regard to three 
such different matters as freedom of residence, the recognition and en-
couragement of the medical profession, and the support of the college, 
Connecticut was slowl)' giving up the patterns of the past and moving 
towards a freer, more liberal future. 

The many references in this volume to lotteries sanctioned by the State 
suggests that Connecticut, in common with her sister states, took a very 
different attitude on this question of public policy in the late eighteenth 
century from that which officially prevails in the, mid-twentieth. . Again 
and again the legislature granted permission to local bodies or to groups 
of citizens to raise money by means of lotteries. In purpose these projects 
ranged from such matters of public benefit as the building of a highway 
bridge to such essentially private concerns as the financing of a new factory. 
It would almost seem as if the standard recourse of any one seeking to 
raise funds was to ask permission to hold a lottery and as if the legislature 
had no hesitation in granting these requests. In fact, however, Connecti-
cut had not gone quite so lottery-wild as the record seems to suggest. 
Perhaps the act of May 1791 forbidding the traffic within Coinecticut 
in lottery tickets issued in any other state (p. 257) was enacted chiefly 
as a means of protecting home industry, but it also does suggest some 
attempt to curb the free expression of the gambling spirit. What is more 
important is the evidence of the Journal of the House of Representatives 
which shows that the Assembly rejected just about as many requests for 
lotteries as it granted. Only selected applicants, representing what seemed 
to the authorities the most worthy and deserving enterprises, received 
official sanction for their proposals. And as the newspapers and other 
sources make dear, many of these ultimately proved unsuccessfuL An 
application to the legislature for a lottery was by no means certain to win 
approval, or, if granted, to produce the hoped-for income. 

In the economic life of the State the most important development of 
these years was the establishment of Connecticut's first banks. At the 
beginning of 1792 there were only five incorporated banks in the country, 
the most recetit of which was the Bank of the United States created by 
act of Congress the year before. The month of February 1792 saw meet-
ings in three Connecticut cities, Hartford, New London, and New Haven, 
at which interested and influential citizens laid plans for the foundation 
of banks in their own communities. The Hartford and New London 
groups received their charters from the Assembly in the following May 
(pp. 384,388) and opened for business soon after. The New Haven Bank 
was incorporated in October of the same year (p. 491) but did not begin 
regular operations until early in 1796. It is satisfying to add that all three 
banks have continued in existence ever since. They are now, of course, 
among the most venerable institutions of their kind in the nation. 
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If the estabishment of banks maybetaken as a sign oftstrengthenjngof 
Connecticut's financial basis and the increasing maturity of its commercial 
life, there are, on the other hand, some evidences that all was not well with 
the economic condition of many individual inhabitants during these years. 
It has been the almost unanimous statement of American historians deal-
ing with this period that the years immediately following the Revolution 
were years of economic depression and financial distress, but that about 
the time the new Constitution *as being drafted and adopted (that is 
about 1787-89) business picked up remarkably and the new government 
came into being almost simultaneously with a return of general pros-
perity. In the light of this thesis some of the records which follow offer 
rather puzzling reading. Even a somewhat cursory turning of the pages 
of this volume will bring to notice the very large number of items in-
volving debtors who, unable to meet their obligations, had either been 
thrown into prison under the harsh laws which still existed, or who 
feared arrest, or who frankly declared themselves insolvent. It was com-
mon practice for hard-pressed men who wished to bring petitions to the 
Assembly to ask for and receive protection from arrest until they could 
transact their business; every Assembly session made many such grants 
of immunity. It was also necessary, in the absence of any general bank-
ruptcy act, for an individual who knew he could not meet his obligations 
to apply to the State legislature for a special act of insolvency. Under it 
he surrendered his assets to trustees or commissioners for equitable dis-
tribution among his creditors and thereby gained permanent exemption 
from arrest for debts contracted before the effective date specified in 
the act. 

While the numbers of protections from arrest for debt and special in-
solvencies are not a perfect barometer of business conditions, one might 
expect that both would tend to go up or down in rough accordance with 
the general state of business. If the economic life of Connecticut was on 
the mend from about 1787 on, one would look to see a decrease in the 
number of debtors' cases coming before the Assembly. What actually 
happened is shown in the following table drawn from the official records 
and covering a ten-year period from the close of hostilities in the Revolu-
tion to the final session of the Assembly recorded in this volume: 

Freedo,n..c from Imprisonment Acts of Net Total 
Year 

or Arre,ci for Debt (Initial, 
or Renewed from Previou.s year) 

Insolvency 
Granted 

(Excluding 

1783 5 
Duplications) 

1784 5 
1 
0 

6 
5 1785 8 1 8 1786 13 1 13 1787 

1788 
19 
16 

7 22 
1789 15 

3 
4 

18 
19 1790 

1791 
22 
13 

5 25 
1792 13 

13 
21 

25 
31 
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The manuscript record part way through the session of May 1790 was 
transcribed by Marguerite Ann Sullivan. The remainder of the text was 
transcribed by Catherine Fennelly, Ph.D., assistant to the State Historian. 
In addition, Miss Fennellv conducted the examination of the newspaper 
files, gathered a large part of the other material for the footnotes, and 
carried the principal burden of constructing the index. Throughout the 
preparation of the volume the State Librarian, James Brewster, and 
members of his staff have been most helpful and cooperative. To them the 
editor is deeply grateful. 

L. W. L.  

STATE OF CONNECTICU1' 

AT A GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT IN 
AMr. RICA  

HOLDEN AT HARTFORD IN SAID STATE ON THE SECOND THURSDAY 
OF MAY, BEING THE 14TR DAY OF SAID MONTH, AND CONTzNtJ 

ED 
BY ADJOURNMENTS UNTIL THE SIXTH DAY OF JUNE NEXT FOLLOW.. 
ING ANNO D0M 1789.* 

Present at the Opening of the Assembly 

His Excellency Samuel Huntington Esquire Governor: 
The Honorable Oliver Wolcott Esquire Lieut Governor. 

William Williams 
Andrew Adams 
Joseph Platt Cook 
Stephen Mix Mitchell 
William Hillhouse 
Erastijs Wolcott  
John Treadwelj 
John Chester 

Representcjjves or Deputies of the Freemen of the several Town  in the State who attended this Assembly are as follow. 

vr. 

, Capt Jonathan Bull, for Hartford 
Cob Gad Stanley, Geni Selah Hart, for Berlin 
Capt Sirneon Hart.................., for Bristol 
Mr Ashbel Pitkin, Colo Jonathan Wells, for East Hartford 
Colo Lemueb Stoughton, Capt Roswell Grant, for East Windsor 

, Mr Isaac Kibbee, For Enfield 
Majr William Judd, Colo Noadiah Hooker, for Farmington 
Capt Joseph Mosely, Colo Howell \Voodbridge, for Glanr',,. 

* None of the Connecticut newspapers carry detailed report, of debates of this 
sessiofl, although some prinl notes commenting on the small amOtof importtt 
business done. The manuscript Journal of the House of Represematives show5 that 
one or both branches of the General Assembly considere& without final affirmative 

 action, several questions which came up again in later sessions. Among these pro. 
posals were: a bill repealing that part of the act for appointing Superior Cori 
judges which provided that these officials should be appointe(j during the pleasure 
of the Asssembh' (set below, p. 104 note); bills altering or repealing the exejt 

laws (see below, pp. 70, 114); and a bill changing the rules r 
ill and indigent non-residents in the town 	 egarding the support of 

s (See bcic. pp. 66.69 378). 

Esqr 
Esqr 
Esqr 

Ir  

Esqr 
Esqr Assistants 
Esqr 
Esqr 
Esqr 
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Vtv Haven 
CoêediQn 

7+. S 
' 	 • 

At a General A.sseikbly of the &ate of Connecticut, hoiden at New 
Haven in said",tte. on the first Wednesday of May,in the year of 
our Lord one thousan4 eight hun.red and fifty-six: 
Rcjoi-ed. That the secretary be authorized to-purchase for the use of the state, two 

hundd and fifty copies of the proposed publicationof the Records of the Co]onv of 
New Haven. prior to the union with Connecticut, transcribed and edited -by Charles 
J. Hoadiv, E.so. Provided, that such publication shall be authenticated by the official 
certiibate of the secretary, as a true copy of the original record; and provided also, 
that the expense of the same shall not exceed two dollars and fifty cents per volume. 

Reaoeed. That the copies so purchased be distributed as follows; one copy to the 
town clerk of each town in this state, to be preserved in his office for the use of the 
town; one copy to the governor, and to each of the state officers of this state; one 
copY to the governpr of each of the seeral states and territories of the UnitedStates, 	- to be deposited in their several state libraries; one copy to the library of congress; 
one copy to the Smithsonian Institute; one copy to each of the colleges of this state; 
twf-ntv five copies to Mr. Alexander Vattemare for international exchange; and the 
remainder of the said two hundred and fifty copies to be deposited in the office of the 
secretary, subjectto the disposal of the general assembly. 	 - - 

INTRODUCTION., 

- 	 .- 	.. • 	 S 	S.  

THE original manuscript, of which the present volume is intended 

to be, as nearly as practicable, a reproduction, is a large folio of sev- 
.-enteen by. eleven inches in size, containing about two hundred and 

fifty pages. It was evidently written with some care, and the chirog 

- raphy of the whole might .be called, for the period, Superior, more 
	- - 

particularly so that of Thomas Fugill, the first secretary, although-it - 

is more abundant. in Contractions and abbreviations than that of Rich- 

ard Perry or Francis Newman, his successors. 

Many years before the emp1oythet of the volume in this CoUntry 

as a Record Book for New Haven Colony, five pages of it had been 
used, by some great merchant in London, as a Day Book or Journal, 
and it thus begins,.—.." Laus Deo, In London, the 6th of January, - .• - 
Anno Dominx 1608." Who the' merchant was to whom it belonged 
does not.appear, and is' unknown';  it hat been a tradition, however, 
that it. was "Governor Eaton's Ledger," but as Eaton was born in 

1590, it would hardly seem probable that a youth of eigiateen should 

carry on business, both foreign and dthnestic, to so great an extent as 
	• 

would appear to be indicated by the entries in this book. - 	-• 
At their first settlement, though within the limits of t1e old Con 

necticut Patent, the plantations of New Haven, Guilford and 31i1 

ford, intended to. be, if possible, separate and distinct governme,5, 

but finding themselves singly too weak, early in the spring of the year 

1643, they confederated with New Haven, whièh had already by the 
t 

g 	 . 
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purchase and settlement. of Stamfbrd, Yennycock or Southold, and 

Totoket or Branford, become the most considerable in size and influ-

ence, and thus was formed the Jurisdiction of New Haven. 

The present volume contains the records of the Colony of New 

Haven while it remained distinct, the beginning of the records of the 

Jurisdiction, and the records of the Town or Plantation up to the 

year 1650. 
From April. 1644, to May, 1653, the records of the Jurisdiction 

are lo,save that in this volume we have the proceedings of a Court 

of Magistrates. June 14th, 1646, and a Court of Election, October 

27th, 1 646.& How long these records have been missing we are igno- j  

rant, but may conjecture that they have been so for a period of about 

a century. That Dr. Trumbu1 did not have access to them, while 

collecting materiaLs for the history of Connecticut, that is from about 

1770 to 1774, is evident upon an examination of that work, and had 

their disappearance then been recent, we should suppose that there 

would have been made some reference to the fact, either by him or by 

the General .Assembly in their resolution of May, 1772. 

- The dates of some meetings of the Jurisdiction Courts for this 

period. collected from the record; of the Uaited Colonies and from 

those of the town of Guilford are inserted in their chronological ordr 

in the form of notes. 

In a note at page 463 is found an account of some of tlie-proceed-

ings of a General Court for the JurLsdi\ion, May 30th, 1649, which 

is taken 'from Thompson's History of Lor\g Island, but I have thus 

far been unable to learn the source whence the author of that work 

obtained the citation. The editor has been informed that Mr. Thomp-

son't papers afford no clue, and that it is not found in the records of 

the town of Soutbold. L. I. It is to be hoped that the extract may 

lead to the discovery of the missing volume. 

In May, 1772, perhaps at the instance of Governor Trumbull, 

who, as the venerable historian of Connecticut assures us, had a 

most thorough acquaintance with the history of the colony, the Gen-

eral Assembly passed the following resolution: 

'Whereas the flrt antient Book of Records of this Colony remain. 

I'  INTRORUQTI0N. 

ing in the Secretary's office, arid the •first Records of thiti.j 
of New Haven, in the office of the Town Clerk of the Town of New 
Haven, are much worn and decayed, and by constant use indanger of 
being totally ruined, Resolved by this Assembly, that the Secretary 

be directed and he is hereby directed to procure the said Records to 
be fairly transcribed into some proper book or. books to be by hiM 
procured for that purpose, and laid bfore this Assembly to be com-

pared and duly, authenticated for common use, to the end that the 

said original ancient Record may be safely preserved and used only 
upon special and important occasions. The secretary is also directed 
to receive into his hands and deposit in his office the antient Book of 
Records of the Jurisdiction of New Haven, now remaining in the office 

of the clerk of the County. Court of New Haven County, who is also 

hereby requested to deliver the same to him accordingly, that the 

same maj remain for publick use in the publick archives of the 
Colony."* 

The first volume of the Connecticut Records was copied 'and pre-

sented to the Legislature for authentication in May, 1778, but why the 

New Haven Records were not then also transcribed 'we are not 
informed. 

• The authorities of the t6wn of New Haven have within a few years 

taken bommendable care for the preservation and safe keeping of this 

first volume of their Records, by causing a copy to be made, and by 
enclosing the original in a copper box. - 

In executing the trust of editing these Records, accuracy has been 
the chief thing aimed at, and to obtain this neither time nor laboa 
have been spared; every page has been carefully compared by the 

editor with the original; contractions and abbreviations have been 
fWlowed, but with regard to the use of capital letters and marks of 

punctuation, it has..not been 4eemed necessary strictly to adhere to the 

.opy; still, however, this liberty has been used - with caution, and the 
editor has not knowingly altered the sense of any. passage thereby, 

Colony Records, vol. xi, p.  105. 



preferring in all instances where such might be the case, to let th 
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originar punctuation prevail. Jamaica, L. I., and 	ev. E. Whitaker, of Soiithol, L. 	id to 

Changes in the original arrangement of the records have been others who in various ways have given the publication their counte. 
- 	made in 'iwo instances only, one by placing the articles of agreement nance or assistance. 

with the native Indian proprietors at the beginning of the volume, To Henry White, Esquire, .1 am indebted also for the copies and 
and the other by transferring a list of names recorded on page [138] abstracts of wills and inventories found, as notes in this voluine' 

f to page 140 of this volume. 	The paging of the original has been i Should the present volume meet with sufficient encouragement, the 
preserved and will be found in brackets at the side of the page: editor proposes to continue it, by the publication of the Records of 

Some redundancies in the original have been printed in italic& New Haven Juz1lsdiction from May, 1653, to the union with Connect- 
Where the original has in some places becone obliterated or worn icut in 1664-59  together with the New Haven code of 1656. 
awathe mi8sing words, supplied 	by the editor, are included 	in 

t 	• 	Iracke. 	In other cases where words or letters have" been omitted 
C. J. H. 

STATE LIBRARY, HARTFQRD, 	 - 

or passages of doubtful import occur, the editor feels obliged to charge April 14, 1857. 

the fault to those who originally wrote the manuscript. -: 
- 	In citing the records of The United Colonies, it has been found 
- 	more convenient in general, to cite from the co'emporary manuscript 

- 

( copy preserved in the Secretary's office than to 'make use of Hazard, 	• 
since it is known that in the latter, many errors occur. 	In citing • 

•• 	Trumbull's history, the editionprinted at Hartford in 1797 has been 
used, and in Savage's Winthrop, though the edition of 1853 has been 

"\ 
' 

used, yet the pages of the former edition of 1825-6 are cited. - 	 - 	 - 
In conelusion, the editor expresses his, thanks and acknowledges 	• .. 

his obligations to the General Assembly of Connecticut, by whse 

liberality the expenses of publication have been in part defrayed; to 

the Connecticut Historical Society, for their encouragement of the ••• 	• 	• 
work; to the late Town Clerk, Alfred Terry, Esq., and to the Select- 

• 

- 
men of New Haven, for the readines and courtesy with Which' they 

afforded every facility requested for the accomplishment of the same 
; 

toHenrv White, Esquire 	for many valuable suggestions and other 
important aid 	which 	his very exteiisive-and 	accurate information - 
regarding the early history of New Haven enabled him to furnish ;  
to Hon. Fr.incis Dc Witt. Secretary of the Commonwealth of Mas- 

sachusetzs. and to E. B. OCailagltan, Esq., M. D-. of.Albam-, for copies - 
of documents remaining in the archises of their respective States; to - 	 - 	-. 
Ralph D. Smith. Esq.. of Guilford, Henry Onderdonk, Jr., Esq.. of 	' 
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New Haven 
Coflection 

At a Genera! Assembly of the State of Connecticut, holden at New 

Haven in said State, on the first Wednesday of May, in the year of 

our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six: 

.Re,oked, That the secretary be authorized to purchase for the use of the state, two 
hundred and fifty copies of the proposed publication of the Records of the Colony of 
New Haven, prior to the union with Connecticut, transcribed and edited byCharles 
J. Hoadlv, £.sq. Provided, that such publication shall be authenticated by the official 
certificate of the secretary, as a true copy of the original record; and provided also, 
that the expense of the sane shall not exceed two doliars and fifty cents per volume. 

.Resolred, That the copies so purchased be distributed as follows; one copy to the 
town clerk of each town in this state, to be preserved in his office for the use of the 
town; one copy to the governor, and to each of the state officers of this State; one 
copy to the governor of each of the several states and territories of the United States, 
to be deposited in their several state libraries; one copy to the library of congress; 
one copy to the Smithsonian institute; one copy. to each of the colleges of this state; 
twenty-five copies to Mr. Alexander Vatternare for international exchange; and the 
rejnainder ofd.he said two hundred and fifty copies to be deposited in the office of the 
secretary, subject to the disposal of the general assembly. 

ki 

PREFACE. 

Tira present volume comprises all the Records of the Jurisdiction 
of New Haven .now known to exist, except the few entries in the 
'Records of the Colony and Plantation of New Haven,' printed in 1857. 

In the Introduction to the work just mentioned, it was stated that 
the volume of Recordsjof which this is in immediate continuation, had 
many years ago disappeared;. so long since, indeed, that no writer on 

- Connecticut or New England history seems to have had an opportu-J 
nity to consult it. Reference is made in this book to two places in the 
missing volume, one as fo: 176, said to contain records of the date of 
May 30th, 1649, the other, fo: 303, containing some of the date of 
May 29th, 1651. The Records of the Town of New Haven, prior t 
the Union, are unbroken in their series, and it is from them, together 

'. 	with those of the other towns in combination, that the history of New i 
Haven Jurisdiction from 1644 to 1653 is mainly to be gleaned. 

The same care has been used to render 	text strictly correct and 
reliable as in the previous volume. 

The editor has taken the liberty to omit a few passages, indicated 
in notes, containing details of evidence in some criminal cases, fr 
which he trusts no apology is needed. 

Several documents from the Files of the State have been inserted 
in their chronological order in the text. This seemed to the editor 
bitter than to throw them into an appendix. They are printed in a 
smaller type, and the places noted where the originals may be found. 

The New Haven Laws are here given from the original printed 
copy belonging to the Library of the American Antiquarian Society 
at Worcester, Massachusetts, which has been very kindly loaned for 
that purpose. That copy is in excellent preservation,, and, having his 
name written upon the title  page, with the date 1656, is supposed to 
have belonged to John Davenport himself. As the book is of great 
rarity, and perhaps unique, a more particular description is added:. 
it is a small quarto of eighty pages, though at signature G there is a 
break in the paging, none being numbered 47 or 48—it is printed 
with type of about the size generally used in the body of this volume,—
it has no running titie,—the breadth of the page, exclusive of the 

- 
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marginal notes, is the same with that of this work, and its length a 
inches. 

A fair transcript of these laws is now in the Secretary's office, 
whiah was made by Mr. Baldwin, then librarian of the American 
Antiquarian Society, at the request of the General Assembly in 1834. 

The laws contained in this code were passed at various times, and 
perhaps collected and digested about 1648 or 1649, though revised 
and in some degree altered in 1655, upon the perusal by Governor 
Eaton of the 'New booke of lawes in yC  Massachusets colony,' and 
the 'Small booke of lawes newly come from England, w' is said to be 

L M'. Cons 1  Of the latter the full title is given in the note,* and 
an idea of its contents may be obtained by consulting Hutchinson's 
Coil. 161, and 1, Mass. list. Coil. v. 173. Dr. Trumbull, list. Conn. 
p. 235, edit. 1797, appears to have confounded it with another work 
attributed to Cotton,f but with reason thought to be by Davenport. 

The editor acknowledges renewed obligations to those gentlemen 
who have rendered him assistance in various ways, in particular to 
Hon. Francis DeWitt, late Secretary of the Comionwealth of Mas-
sachusetts, and to Mr. David Pulsifer,of Boston, for copies of docu-
ments from the files of that State, to Samuel F. Haven, Esq. of Wor-
cester, Mass., to Henry White, Esq. and others of New Haven, Ralph 
D. Smith, Esq. of Guilford, and to several friends in this city. 

Grateful for the favor with which his former volume was received, 
the editor kelieves that: the one now given to the public will be found 
of much greater interest and importance. If it shall contribute to 
foster a taste for the study of the original materials for our history, he 
will feel that his labor has not been lost. 

STATE LIBRARY, HARTFORD, 	 C. J. H. 
May 3, 18.58. 

A.' Aasmacr or Laws and Government. Wherein as in a Mirrour may be seen 
the wisdorne & perfection of the Government of Christs Kingdome. Accomodable to 
any State or form of Government in the world, that is not Antichristian or Tyranni-
calL Collected and digested into the ensuing. Method, by that Godly, Grave, and 
Judicious Divine, Mr. Jostc Coi-ro,t, of Boston, in New-England, in his Life-time, and 
presented to the generall Court of the Massachusets. And now published after his 
death, by William AspinwLL Isa. 33. 22. Jehovah is our Judge, Jehovah is our Law-
giver, Jehovah is our Kin1. he will save us. LoreDo, printed by .21!. S. for Livewel 
Ouzpnsan, and are to be sold at the Crown in Popes-head Alleg, 1655.—Small 4to. 
pp. as, with title and preface 8, and analysis and errata 2. 

f A Discourse about civil government in a new plantation whose design is religion. 
Written many years since by that Reverend and worthy minister of the gospel, John 
Cotton, B. D. And now published by some undertakers of a new plantation, for 
general direction and information. Cambridge, printed by Samuel Green and Mar-
zuaduke Johnson, 1673,—Small 4to. pp. 24. Bacon's list. Disc. 289. 

REOORDS 

OF THE 

JURISDICTION OF NEW HAVEN, 

[In the handwriting of Francis Newman.] 

[1] AT A couwr OF ELECTION HELD AT NEWHAUEN FOR THE 
JURISDICTION THE 25th OF MAY, 1653. 

Theophilus Eaton, Esqr, was chosen Gouernor. 

Mr. Stephen Goodyeare was chosen Peputie Gouernor. 
Francis Newman was chosen Magistrate for .Newhaucn. 
Mr. William Fowler, 
Mr. John Astwood, ç chosen Magistrats for Millford. 

Mr. William Leete was chosen Magistrate for Guilford. 
Theophilus Eaton, Esqr, chosen Cothissionrs. 
and Capt. Jo  Astwood, 
M. Leete is chosen a third man, and Mr. Gooclyeere a 

fourth, in case any of the other or both should not be able to 
attend the service. 

fr. Joshua Atwater is chosen Treasurer. 
Francis Newman is chosen Secretarie. 
Thomas Kimberly is chosen Marshall. 
All chosen for the yeare ensuing and till new be chosen. 

1 
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At cz Gen"ral Arcnthly of the S/n/c of ('onnecileul, hold'?n ft liar/ford, in 
said Stale, o;t the first  JJ'dne'e1uy o,flIay, in the year of our Lo,c/, one 
thi,u.cawl cighi hurnired and fun y-nine: 

E,ssirnt. That the Secretary of State be authorized to purchase for the use of the State, two 

hundred and (jOy copies of a putilicatirin of the Public 	Records of the Colony of Cpnnectjcu, 
prwttw union with Netv lJas'en colony, under the Charter of 	166. 	Prot'idrd that such 
put4tat,on shall I.e made with the approval, and under the supervision of the Secretary, and 

by his official ecrtthcate as a true and literal copy of the original record; 
csd prsro!ri alas, that the expense of the ,iamne shall not exceed two dollars per copy; and that 

the ideral cops of the original record. aye specified. be  deposited with the Secretary of State, 
fir lb.,-  use of the State.. 

Islred. That the 	upies so purchased be distributed by the Secretary, as follow, ; one copy 
to the town clerk-of each toe-n in this State. to be preserved in his otlice, for the use of the town; 

our cops- to the Governor and to each of the State OlTtcers of this Sratc 	one copy to the Ccv- 
crone of inch of the several states and territories, of the t 'nited States; one copy to the library 
of ( -ris -  and the remainder of said two hundred and fifi% copies. to be deposited in th 	olhce 

- oftheSvctrsan' of StaXe.sutiectto the disposal of the GeneralAssettibly. 
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PREFACE. 	' ( 

THE early annals of a"Stte require no formal introduction to 
thdcscendants of its founders. - If the transcriber have well accom-
plished the task which a love of the olden time impelled him to 
undertake, and which the liberality of the Legislature supplied, in 
part, the means of prosecuting, no doubt can exist as to the favorable 
reception of the volume now presented to the citizens of Connecticut. 
The value which may attach to it musk, of course, mainly depend 
upon the degree of confidence entertained in its accuracy as a 'true, 
full and literal copy of the original Record.' The profssions or 
assurances of the transcriber, could do little to impart such confi. 
deiice; nor could they give additional weight to the certificate of 
official authentication, of .to such internal evidence of reliability as, 
it is hoped, a careful perusal of the volume may supply. 

A notice of the condition and arrangement of the original records, 
and of the plan adopted by the transcriber in the construction of this 
work, may not, however, be deemed inappropriate- 

The first volume of the Colony Records is in three parts, origin. 
ally bound in as many separate volumes. The first of these consists 
of the records of the General and Particular Courts, commencing 
with the session held at Newtown,4rtford,) April 26th, 1636, 
(by the magistrates commissioned by Massachusetts, to 'govern the 
people atonnecticut,*) 'and closing with the 'December session of. 
the Court of Magistrates, 1649. Next foTlo.,,ving, (separated by a 
few blank pages from the Court Records,.) are the records-of Wills 

The comtniasion -to severall persons: to govern the people at Connecticuu for the sce 

of a year [then] next coming" was granted by the General Court of Massachusetts. Martb 3d, 

1633(6)—after consultation with John Winthrop. then lately, appointed governor by certain 

noble personages and -men of quality. interested in the said 4-er, which are yet in England." 

The commissioners named were Roger Ludlow Esq, Vi1liam Pincbeon Eec. John Steele, W1l 

ham Swaine. Henry Smith, William Phelps. William Westwo&! and Adrcw Ward. See the 

commission, at length. in Hazard'sState Papers, Vol- 1. p.-31l. 
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and Jnventorics. The remajuderoftije volume contains Grants pd 
Conveyances of Lands, by towns and i1ividuals, some of which are 
of as recent date as 1702; the greater part, however, having been 
transcrjk.d from the several town records. between 1662 and 1690. 

'liiese have not been includ(ii in the present publication, the propo. 
sM limits of which wouid not admit of their insertion, and the 
oltuSsion beinregartled of the less importance, as COpIS of most of 
them areto he fuud elsewhere, and as the interest which attaches 
to thttin is mainly hi'al or persoual. Six pages of recognizance 
and bonds for prosecution, of various years. entered at the begin. 
ring of the volume, preceding the first page of the Court records, 
have likewise I'en omitted, in publication. 

The second volume contains the records of the Gener'l Court from 
February, 1630. to October, 1669 ;-and at the other end of the 
I.k, separately paged, is recordt'd the Code of 1650, with such ad. 
ditional orders 'of general concerfln]ent,' as were, from time to time, 
passed by the General Court. 

The second volume of the records of the Particular Court, or 
Court of Mazzistrates, comprising a period of about thirteen years, 
(frim January, 1630, To June, 1663.) and including the Probate 

- ilceords. long since disappeared from the Secretary's Office, and is 
stIsc-d to be irrecoverably lost. The third volume, commencing 

June, 1668, and c'ontainin, at one end, such \\'ihls and Inventories 
as were brought cr record between that d.ate and Sept 1677, was, 
s'fl)e Yours since. rebound, and lttered, "PROBATE REOORDS, 

VOL. 
lIl.—Cnrxry CorruT. 

In trari.crihur i the first volume for the press, Occasional changes 
- 

f ir arran iiin: have been ileviji€.d advisable, for the purpose of 
fdti!it:itj7ir rl'frUn('(-. arid t(. pr(servc chronological sequence. Thus, 
1l.- Con-t,uti,n of 1G;t. ha been trazisposd from the endof the 

jr ptac(. preecdin the record of the A pril Court - 

thc 

	

	and itiv&n',r ' recorW.d prior to 1644, have been brought 
at tijr- end of tier Court locords, and placed willi others 

SOl-f j W-IitV rcd- : ti,' recirds of such SCSSIOriS of the Court as i - ç riitr'- 	1.v ii,'- S- r'a,rv afjr-r othj~,rs of subsequent date, 
have l"n ret',ni t- tli-ir ;r-r order. 	Tlis-, viil, other similar chat,go. let\e be,, jna'ii- wuth i. 	h'Itatiirr fruit, the fact that the 
painr of the onn,, 1i1i b '-r ca r ful iv retained, at thjde of each 
priutr-d page. 	

• 
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The names of magistrates and deputies, and of jurors in the sev-
eral courts, are, in the original, recorded on the margins of the pages. 
To rtain this arrangement, in the printed copy, would have been, qn 
many accounts, inconvenient. The names of the members of te 
eotI?t have therefore been placed, in double columns, at the corn. 
niencement of each session. 	 - 

While the orthography of the original has been preserved through-
nut, it has pot seemed necessary to adhere as closely to the anorna_ 
lo 	puneuatton, or the use of capilal letters, practised by the early 
recorders. To have done so would have increased the difficulties 
of perusal and materially detracted from the interest of the volume 
to the general reader. Yet the liberty taken in these particulars 
has been, cautiously used, and in all cases where the sense of the 
original could be affected by the change of position or interpolation 
of a comma or period, the record has been printed precisely as orig. 
inally punctuated. 

The more common abbreviations employed in the work, require 
po 'explanation. Nor will it he necessary to inform those who are at 
all conversant with old manuscripts, that a single in or n, with a cir. 
cumfiex or dash above it, (iii or n) was frequently substituted for the 
double consonant ;—or that the same mark placed above a rowd indi-
cated the omission of the consonant, (usually m orn,) immediately 
following; (asfr fSrfrom, Liö for tion, at the end of a word.) 

Where portions of 'the original are wholly or in part obliterated, 
the missing words (when abviouslv indicated by the context.) have 
been supplied by the transcriber. Such words are, in all cases, 
included in brackets. If the word to k"upplied has seemed at all 
donbif'u/, or if the record could possibly have admitted of a different 
reading, the portion in brackets has been italici:ed or is followed by 
a mark of interrogation. In a few instances where a slip of the 
recorder's pen has occasioned an evident error in the original, the 
correction has been suggested in a foot note, or indicated by an itali-
cized word, placed in brackets, with an interrogation mark. 

hi two instances only, slihit changes have. for obvious reasons, 
been made in the language of the record. In ote case, (on page 55,) 
a fiw words, (in brackets.) leave been substjuted. as of less excep. 
rionable phraseology than the original 	other, (on page 157.) 
the omission of a line is indicated by a tiote at the foot of the page. 

Such extracts from the Records of the United Colonies as have 
been occasionally introduced in the notes anq appendix. have been 
made from the manuscript (cotemporarv) copy preserved in the Sec. 
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retary's Office. Numerous errors, especially in dates and z 
occur in the copy of these records published in the second vosume 
of Hazard's State. Papers,—to which publication, however, it UPS 
in some Cases been found convenient to refer, bv page. 	- 

%'hen the publication of this volume was first proposed by the 
transcriber, and at the time of securing.,a legislative appropriation 
for its encouragement, an accurate copy of the original was all that 
w1S contemplated. In the course of publication, however, the lib-
erty has been taken of introducing an occasional note, explanatory 
or illustrative of the text,—and a number of interesting hisXorical 
documents, not previously published, have been included in an Ap. 
pendix. Two Indexes, of names and subjects, have also been pre-
pared, which, if less copious and complete than'the antiquarian or 
genealogist could wish, it is hoped may in some degree facilitate 
their researches, and aid the general reader to refer to the contents 
of the volume. Fac-similes of the autographs of members of the 
first Court of Election under the Constitntion of 1639, and of Magis-
trates chosen at the Union of. the Colonies, in 1665, have been pre. 
pared with all possible care and accuracy,-from originals collected 
in part from early files in the State Department, and in part from the 
towi records of hartford, Wethersfield and Windsor. Fac-similes' 
of portions'of'tlw original records, in the hand writizg of each of the 

- secretaries1  who held office prior to the Union, have'also been intro-
duced. These additions, and the consequent increase of the cost bf 
publication, will account f6r the advance upon the original subscrip-
tion price, at which the remainder of the edition is offered to non 
subscribers. 	 . 

However imperfectly the task of the transcriber may have been 
accomplished. it is hoped that succeeding Legislatures may not 
thereby be deterred from lending their aid to the prosecution of a 
work, already too long delayed, of which this volume is' to be re-
garded only as the commencement ;—that of.giving to the public, in 

- 	A r*rrne upon tt (acu,ni}e. acin: pare 9.) to John Steel, as I 5ecrctary' of the col. 
ceo. (mm 16-W,  to 163$. mat require- awordof explanation,—as his appointment 56 

nr o-txre 	compatirnn of the  fIrst prue of the Colrnv Records 
-ith the earh rcrd of Hartford and farmirtirton. durina the persod liIr. Steel was recorder of 

th,si ErMMN 	in duiit of the identity of the hand n-riu'ng. Tue cbirographv of .ir. S. was 
.o-fe,p ras mast..- seen to-  inspectstnofthe fat-simile of an unusually lerilte sped-

rwnofit anl raencn u-  lit. mistaken. Th': first four. rrartoftty- fifth,an-3 thte.ntt, pagee of 
lb.'- first s-ohune a: an '4bi, hand. lagea su to nine. irilusts-  are Jr S differs-nt. and mr more 
-eitde taxsdti- that cfir. Clemeru Chaplin. whrn Dr. Trumbull concludr.'s jii Hart of 

(n.. i. g, 	t-s - tM first se-crvtar-v.' There are-. however, upon all of these pacs, 
occu,onaj Imtertitiraltow and thitUn, in the hand WfLtiD of Mr. Sie-el 

PREFACE.  

a permanent form, and. thus securing the preservation ol 	the 
- early records of the Colony, prior to 1700,—together -with such co-

temporary documents of historical value or interest, as are preserved 
in the State Department. These latter constitute a large portion,, 
indeed, almost all that yet remains to us, of the documentary history 
of the colony for the first hdlf century succeeding its settlement. 'C)f 
comparatively few of them are copies, even in manuscript, extant,—
and the loss or injury of the originals would theref6re be utterly irre-
parable. And yet, whatever precautions may be taken to ensure 
teir preservation, by placing them beyond the reach of ordinary 
acident, no care can enable them much longer to withstand the 
ravages of time. As the ink fades and the paper crumbles, the 
work of transcribing not only becomes more difficult, but leads to 
less accurate and reliable results. Whatever is to be done to per-
petuate these early annals of our state and memorials of its founders, 
should be done soon. 

J. H. T. 	- 

Hartford, March 1st, 180. 
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No. \ L Respecting the settlement of accounts with Capt. John . ordered y t [the] saide HenryStiles shall. betweene & the next . 	d• 	 . . 	 . . 

.................. CulIi, 
No: VII. Abstract of the will of George Fenwick, 

573 
574  

Cort, regaine [the] saide peece from the saide Indians in a 
faire & legall waye, or els this Corte will take it into further N o 	 th 	 cmt 	 U. 	,oplaining  
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-q hea te penalty as vppon such mis4anor the Corte shall 
XL 	Pcimuii 	Mrs. E!izaf.ctji Cullick. 	to the 	General thinke meete. 

i;;: 	........... 
' 	\Il 	Li 	Kurlitots r 1  11ji. 	to the 	Lnion 'itli 

ss 	. Constables sorne, for Dorchester, Newtowne & Water- 
towne fOr this next veere and vntill nee bechosen are Flenrs 

......... 	. l...ic 	\aines 	.... \\ 	 W ilcott for Dorchester, Samuell 	akem t for \etome & 
t 	ii 	r.il 

• 
597 D'iniell Finch for W -ttertosne 

Whereas there be divers strange Swine in the seurall ))Iant- 
acolls vt their o 	tiers are not knoen & ySt doe & are hktiie 
to Cornitt mans tiespassec 	It is therefore &dcred vt the saide 
lIltons shall 	fot this th take notice of thcri & their markee 
& 	iue speedy notice amonge the p1-mt icons both of them & 

. 	 • • their mkes & if in a fortenight floe owners come forth then 	* 
the saide 1)1antaons or plant'ion where stith S 	inc are.. ma 
ap1ir use them att 	t 'vulue-& sell them & Wike the Monev to 

• 	 • 	* . 	.• 2 
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PREFACE. 

Titis volume continues the publication of the public records of the Colony 
of Comiecticttt, froiii' the Union with New haven Colony, (Max, 

I 665,) to the close of the 'car I 6 1 7
,--comprisilig one of the most iIit(resti ng and event. flu ci'od 	

v iii our colonial history. Like the olume which p1eeuded it, (and 
of which it is in immediate continuation,) it is designed to supjslv a fill and 
literally exact cop's- of the original records; and to thii end, the 

transcriber 
]],-is not been sparing of time or labor, in preparing the copy and in the su- 
J)('rVision of the press. 

The second part of the volume (pp. 331-510) comprises the .Journal and 
coriespondenec of the standing Coinicil. or (otlncil of war, from the corn-
meneeuuient of the great Indian war, in June, I C 75, to October, 1677. The 
Jotirtial is I)tublislu'd entire, and a (ollsidel-al)le ntmihcr of letters and oIlier 
documents to which the Jotirijal refers or which Were dec'nieti necessary to 
its illustration, have been incorporated with it. This m(xle of arrangemetit 
is perhlaj)s liable to some objections ; but no other occurred to the compiler 
which seemed, on the whole, to be le.es objectionable or to promise less in-' 
convenience to the reader. Copies anti abstracts of letters, &c., which did 
not originally constitute part of the •Journal iLself, are printed in a smaller 
type, and rcfircutc.s are, in all cases, given to the volumes fl-out which thov 
ha e been extracted. 	Jll'straet, and parluti etoi are included between brackets. 

Where the omission of a word, in the original record, rendered the sense 
obscure, or whet-c a slip of the recorder's pen hail iIItrt'Klucetl a diflt'rent word 
from that wltti he manifestly intetided to write, die onhissioji has been sitp 	- 
pliesi or the Cr1-or corrected, by words in ita/ii'.s, and between brackets. 
'Vords supplied as the prolailtle reading, where the ltPer of the original is i 
Worn or defaced asto be quite illegible, or where one or more words are lost 
1 ty 

a blotj or by thc utiutilation of thl(' pagu', are likewise di-itinguishle(I' by 
brat'kets. While tile original orthiograjthuv has  been strictly adhered to, the 
Sante liberty has been taken with the ]'unrlbu,tio,, artd use of eupilal IoI(cr, 
as in the thruiicr voltitik : nor has it been hliottgltt worth while to retaiit, in 
all cases. flic  ehiarattet &, (invariably entJ)lovell by Secretary Allvn) the 
too Ire mill recurrent-t of' wliiu'li liFt's the eve of the reatlt'r and mars the 
bc'atitv of a p1littI1 page niori' than even the false sehlihhg or the ntunierotis 
Contractiouis and superior letters. 

At  a 'tn,ra/ 	of thr Stair of (ornr,tirut /io'iltn at !krtfor,l in said State, on the first 

Wjsi-,iLrv of .tlae. in the pear of our Lord, an' tI,'u.cand ro'FiI hs,-ndrc4 and fiftj.onr:— 

Inn the ntnnp.iai ut lion. T$,nina Day and otitirs. a committee of the Connecticut Ilistori- 

cal 	urui't a unttI to ,tiuunrialize this (.neral .'s-einbly in behalf of the continued 
put.laratu'n of Us ujily Rio cdt of this -taIe 

kead oil In tbns.1.su*Wu. That the Secretary of State lie anlhorized to purchas, for the 
U' Of tIp. State. twi hjiiti'lr,ol atul 1111% C ;.I* - of liii lrop's.d pithulicat ion of the l'uiiuitc flecords 
of 1h I 4*)LIVO( tiflintrTir.uit. 0.1111 i;i;:. to I b'z4. t ran.cruli.d and edited by J. I iamtiuond 
TrutistasiL 1...q 	I'rnrudr.!. that stich puitulicatiun sheill hue tutu vitii the approval and tinder the 

mulwmevoon of tip 	trttarv of state. and auuthueflh,cauud by his olhicial certificate. as a true 

cnp.' of I.N.sifIufli secuirut an,! jun 	I a/si,, that the expetuse of the same shall not exceed 
two d4har- and tittvu.nt lr Cflp'u. 	 - 	 t44 

That the cu.;m ,o portia-a! he uluclrihuitud liv the Secretary. as follows one copy 
to 11w t.m if ckrhu of s-ark tm tutu, thii Slate, to hut irecervel in his o11ucc. for the use of the 
towrr;umt ru'i;.v to the- Iovernur and to o:uchi of the State I ithicers of this State one copy.  to 
the 4.'.-rpp'.r of utauh, ..t thu.' n-viral State- auth J',rritories (it' tie- U,uutrd Status ; one copa' to 
the library oCt '..,,:ruiei on,' (' to the Stoit hsotuu;ut, Institute : tune copy to each of the 
ctA-i— of the State: twuntv-tiv, copies to Fit r. Al.aander Vattemare. for Intertiatuonal Lx-
ctsaot.' •ar! lIsa rinsaunul,-r cut ,uaucl two hiutodred and lilly copies to hue deposIted in the ohilce 
of the Serret.urv of S-tate, nuLju-ct to the disposal of the (wn'rai Aeseluibly. 
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rnliI 	 n,taiiis eoJu-s and abstracts. iirnrt' or less full, of a 	t 
niimIr ot ak 	u,,cit- 

 
not 1,reViUhLsk 1i1lhiieuI. 	-onw of tilLse will, it is be- 

lit-veil. prove of iteret to 1111 gLlieral reader 	and nanv of them, as supply- 

;ilu;tiih- material itfeuluitial hitorv, scelii scarcely lcs- worthy of J)rt-ser- 
C 0 N T B N' vaintim 	hait 	tli 	lhtt ril 	it'.elt 	ilie 	pa 	v se 	tr. hae I)cdfl brought together, T S 

iinilt't 	s'%1i' rai lit Ic-. wit Ii such rt'an I to classiticat mu and _arm ng. 'niemit in or- 

tier iii 	litHe, a' was lou nil llrarticalile. 	Of 	of 	titi' 'traimictions to which 
th,iv rt-ti'r, (a- tiir t'x:uiilllt'.  thu.' ('OIItrtJVersV with (ov. Andross, and the afFair The Charter of Connecticut; 	. 

- 
PLO;. 

at 	:- 	 ' Iirk. iii 	I 	.t .) au 	attempt 	has ls'li male 	to ii,ni1uilu.' as coniplu.'te 	a Records oç the General Court, 	 from May, 1665, l mlui'iuiiiu'iutarv 	-tory a- the n-cords and 	in the State l)partment would 

• 

to Oct. 1669, [from 
Vol. II. pp. 206-271.] 13 oil9tl. 

Iii the 	andarrangt'imnPt ' 	of the kiters. &c., incorporated with the 

. 
Records of the General Court, from May, 1670, to Oct. 1677, [from 

.1uuiriiil itt tiut' (u.t;uitl. a 	will as ot'thit' dot'uiincnts cont ained in the Appendix, Vol 111. pp. 1-91.] 	. 	• 	. 
Journal and Correspondence of the Council, 

126 
flit' priu'ipal dillirultv has been the compres-iiim within the limit.- of a single 1675-1677; 	. 	. 

Certificate of the Secretary of State; 
331 

\ubliutnt'. 	ut' all that sci-int-ul es't'uitial to thet-xplanatmon of the record 	m 

	

, 	' that 
. 	. 	. 	. 	. x :— Appendi 	

. 
510 

suuthi',euit 	hi-tolWal 	value and 	interest to 	render its 	publication J 	Reports of the Committee to hear Uncas's tte'-iratule, 	Vitlu what dt.grt'e 	i sI1l'('C'SsthIis diflirultv has been encountered, Complaints; IL 	Tawtanimo's grants to Richard Baldwin 
sii 

thi,- ru-atlu'rs of the ,olmnmw mimuist thiemuselver determine ; and 	the hope is in 
in 

; 	. 	. 	. III. 	iet te 	from King Charles II. (1666 ) 
513 

tluil4Ml 	that 	th - ' wh,i' xhit'rii.nre 	sitimilar labors has best qimalifitd them , 	. iv. 	Correspondence with Massachusetts, 
514 

to apprt--i:ttt' tlut 	t-nihtarra--immtnt- and perplexities iuu'iuleiit 	to their prosecu- respecting a Synod; 
Lists of Freemen in the several 

516 
tun. wll prove theiibu't l(u1i(11t judges. 	 0  towns, Oct. 1669; 	. 

The Rhode Island Boundary, (1665-)677;) 
518 

of uenmmi-s and iii suult,h-ets have been prepared with considerable . 	. 
The Mortgaged Lands; Major Atherton 

526 
rarj-  : and, it •It'- 1ut'rt't -t thatu those who have ts'ca-ioii to consult them rntght and his part- 

itt-sir,-, a rt, to su ' thut least, somewhat more satisfurtory than those giveil with 
ners ; 	. ..... . viii. 	Lands granted by Massachusetts, in 

54 
a furnn'r 	'iluumne. the Pequot Country; 

IX. 	The rumored Indian Plot, of 1669; 
545 

'lht' iitial Lt'uu'r of the Charter of 1662, enclosing a head of Charles the . 	• X. 	Proceedings 548 
b a r.'ttumt-c, I copy. in tite-simile, of a ft Itchy m.'xccumteul ii rawing  on the of the Commissioners to establish the Rhode 

Island boundary ; June, 1670; ori'i,141 ('tiartt-r, 	 ' 
co To tri,.u,i., iii thiiand njim(-r States, who-u.- 	mummcnmlati 	ns of the compilers 	- 

. XL 	Correspondence with Massachusetts respecting the boun- 
551 

earii-' r 	l:iI.t:-s 	h;i'c t'in'numragu'il 	tu tu 	to ihutir further 	prosc'cumtioum, lie ri-turns 
dary line ; 1671-1673 ; 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. XII. 	New London and Lyme Riot; 1670; 

554 
t a-k,utw1'I 	 amid i'-'pt'u"I,mlIv. 	to the ('oumuieu.tmcut 	I hm-tom'mcal So' 

- 	uu-uuui
iiut'mmi . 	. 	. 	. xiii. 	Letter from the King. announcing the declaration 

557 
tu1wm 	vi,...-' 	'rjal 	d 	- 	( ;i-uui-t-al 	As-iimuhil-, 	n behalf 	of 	the con- 	- of war - 	 'ivith the States General, Sic. 1i tutu--tI 	ltut'utihu 	t 	iii' ( 	1iiv 1t'uou'm1-, a rcsohumioui extending the patron- - 

XI''. 	'Hostilities 
559 

it a-' 	•,t 	tii- 	'-m;i;' - 	d uo 	tutuiuuit- 	uu,e.r puulili-liud, 	'va' pmedu'ated. 	 - 
with the Dutch, 1673-4 ; 	. 	. XV. 	The published Laws, of 1672-3; 

561 - 
- J. 11. T. 

II 
. 	. 	. 

XVI. 	Claims of Gov. Andross; 1674-1675; 
567 

oi:i,. 	. 	i 	i ':' 	
- 

. 	. 	. XVII. Lawsforthe Pequots; 1675; 
569 

. 	. 	. XVIII. Stonington Petition; 1675; 
574 

- 	- . 	. 	. 	. 	. XIX. 	.Gov. Andross at Saybrook; 
577 

- - 	-. 	- 	- XX. 	- The King's Letter, respecting William Harris; 	- 
578 
586 , - XXI. 	Report of a Committee, abont the Nam4agansett Lands; 

- 	- . 	
- 

- - 	1677; 	. 	- 	. 	. 	, 	. 	. 
XXII.Letters from Rev. Janies Fitch, respecting Uncas and 

689 

0 the Surrenderers; 	 -. 	
- 
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At a Genera! AssernUy of the State of Conneciicu!,iMt, at Hartford, in said State, 
on the first Wednesday of May, A. D. 1853: 

Jte,olred by this Aue,nU5,, That the Secretary of State be authorized to purchase for 
the use of the State, two hundred and fifty copies of the proposed publication of the 
Public Records of the Colons of Connecticut, from 1677 to 1689, transcribed and edited 
rn continuation of the volumes heretofore published) byj. Hammond-Trumbull, Esq., 

including a selection from such documents, in the state archives, as illustrate the his- 
tory of the colons during the usurpation of Sir Edmund Andros. 	Frorided, that such 
publication shall be made with the approval and under the supervision of the Secretary 
of State, and authenticated by his official certificate, as a true copy of the original 
record; and prori&d also, that the expense of the. same shall not exceed two dollars 
and fifty cents per copy. 	 - 	 - 

.Ruokeà, That the copies so purchased be distributed by the secretary, as follows: 
one copy to the town clerk of each tow-n in this state, to be preserved in his office for 
the use of the town; one copy to the governor and each of the state officers of this 
state; one copy to the governor of each of the several states and territories of the 
United States; one copy to the library of Congress; one copy to the Smithsonian 
intitute; one copy to each of the colleges of this state; twenty.five copies -to Is!. 
Alexandre Vattemare, for international exchange; and the remainder of said two 
hundred and fifty copies to be deposited in the office of the secretary o f state, sub- 
ject to the di'posal of the General Assembly. 	 s 
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INTRODUCTORy NOTE. 

Tuis volume contains the proceedings of the General Court from 
the election in May, 1678, to the close of the special session called in 
June, 1689, to proclaim the accession of William and Mary to the 
throne of England. By the resolve which authorized this publication 
the editor was instructed to include "a selection from such documents, 
in the State archives, as illustrate the history 0 the colony during 
the usurpation of Sir Edmund Andros." The space titus occupied 
may, at first sight, seem disproportionately large; but it must be 
considered, that it was in no other way possible to fill the break in 
the records, occasioned by the suspension of charter government from 
October, 1687, to May, 1689. For two or three years immediately 
preceding that period, the proceedings of the General Court afford 
little insight into the Course of events in the colony. Circumstances 
had imposed the llCceSsity of the utmost caution. Those subjects 
which most nearly concerned the welfare of the Colony and which 
may be supposed to have almost exclusively engrossed the attention 
of the court, are rarely mentioned in We records. The omission 
ceases to be remarkable, when it is remembered that every page wa 
written in the expectation that it might soon be subjected to the scru-
tiny of an arbitrary governor, or be made the basis of new 'articles of 
misdemeanor' by Randolph or his co-workers. It was more prudent 
to leave even the reasons for the annual fast or thanksgiving 'upon 
the file,' than to record them in full, for possible occasions of offence 
to Governor Dongan, a papist, or Sir Edmund Andros, a high tory 
and high churchman. 

With what degree of success the deficiencies of the records have 
been supplied will be best determined, by an examination of the 
voltme itself. No pains have been spared to present a documentary 
histbry of the period referred to, as complete as possible. To effect 
this, every document which is preserved in the Connecticut. archives. 
has been carefully examined, and either printed in full or a sufficient 
abstract given. In addition to this, much valuable matorial has been 
gathered from other sources. The Laws enacted for New England, 
by Andros and the council, are now for the first time printed, from a 
copy. fortunately discovered in the library of&ale College. Gershom 
Bulkeley's Curious narrative, entitled 7V11 and Doom," &c., has 
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supplied some interesting particulars of the opening and closing 
scenes of the administration of Andros in Connecticut, which are not 
to be found elsewhere. 	The volumes of "Usurpation" Papers, in 
the Secretary's office at Boston have been examined in detail, and all 
needful copies or extracts made therefrom. 	The invaluable collection 

'1 

of "Documents relating to the Colonial History of New York," pro- 
cured through the agency of Mr. Brodhead from the State Paper 
Office in London, has contributed copies of several important papers. c o N T IE N T S. 
,The  articles of misdemeanor, exhibited by Randolph against the col- 
ony, and the letter from the governor and council to the Earl of 
Sunderland which was construed as a surrender of the charter,—both 
of which are indispensable to a connected history of the period,—are 

RECORDS OF THE COLONY OF CONNECTICUT, from May, 1678, to Octo- reprinted from Chalmers' Political Annals. 	" 	 .'.' her, 1687, 	. 
At the end of the Appendix, are printed such portions of the 

. 	. 	. 	. 	• 	. 
INTERRUPTION OF CHARTER GOVERNMENT, by Sir Edmund Andros, 

1-247 
248 

Records of the Commissioners of the United Colonies as are not corn- RECORDS of the May Court, 1689, 	. 	• 	. 	. 	. 250 
prised in Mr. Hazard's publication. June Court, 1689, 253 

The Colony Records for the entire period comprised in this volume APPENDIX: 	 (1678) 

are in the hand writing of the secretary, John Allyn. 	In transcribing Capt. Wait Winthrop's petition in behalf of the proprietors of 
the Narragansett lands; May, 

them, the same liberties have been taken, with 	punctuation, in the 
. 	. 	. 	. 

Letter from Gov. Andros to Gov. Leete; declines to interfere, to 
257 

disuse of capital letters, and the rejection of the short &, as in the pocure the return of captives, by the Mohawks, Sept. 28, 258 'V 
earlier volumes. 	In other respects, the peculiarities of the original Ill. Gov. Leete and John Allyn, to Gov. Andros, in reply; Oct. 9, 
record.4 have been closely followed. 1678, . 259 

Repetitions are printed in italics. 	Omissions are indicated by a 
IV. Address to the King; Oct. 10, 	. 	. 	. 
V. Gov. Leete to Major Robert Thomson, enclosing the address to 

260 

rct, or by the con jectural restoration of the missing words in italics, 	, the King; Oct. 23, 
within brackets. 	Words in brackets, in ordinary'type, offer conjec- 

. 	. 	. 	. 	. 
VI. Gov.Lecte and Mr. Allyn, to Gov. Andros—urging him to em- 

261 

tural readings, where portions of the original are mutilated or defaced,' ploy his influence with the Mohawks, for the return of the  
or mark corrections of the text by collation with the original docu- Natick captives; Oct. 29, 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 

VII. Gov. Andros, to Gov. Leete and Mr. AlIyn. in 
262 

ment from which the record was made. reply; Nov. 18th, 263 - 
Two or three orders and public acts which Mr. Allyn omittd to 

(1679.) 
VIII Order for suspending intercourse with New York, daring the 

reco 	have beenrestored to their pes, on the authority of cotem- prevalence of small pox there; April 7, 	. 	. 	. 264 
portry and authorized copies: but such additions to the record have, ix. Gov. Leete and Council, to Governor and Council of RhodeThl. 
in each instance, been no tl, and so printed as to distinguish them and—protesting against settlements in the Narragansett coun-

try; April 7, from the record itself. 	 . . 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 
X. Governor and Council of Rhode Island, in reply to the preceding; 

265 

The editor's acknowledgments are due to the friends whose assist. April 21, 	. 
ance, from time to time, has lightened his labors in the preparation of 

. 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 
XI. 	hn Saffin to Secretary Ailva—proceedings in Rhode island, Jo 

266 

this volume, and particularly to the officers of Yale College, for, per- 
mission to make 

against the Narragansett proprietors, &c.; May 23, 	. 
XII. Richard Smith, of Wickford, to Mr. Allyn—saine 

267 

use of a nanuscript record of the laws made by Sir subject; same 
date, 

Edmund Andros, and to George Brinley, Esq., of Hartford, for the' 
. 	. 	. 	. 	. 

Letter from the King; concerning the Narragansew country, 
269 

privilege of consulting his exceflent library and for repeated loans of ' Mount hope, &c.; Feb. 12, 	. 	. 	. . 	. 269 
rare historical tracts and works of reference. 	J. H. T. . Governor and Council, to Governor and Council of Massachu. 

SECRETARY'S OFFiCE, HARTFORD, setta; the King's letter—Mount Hope likely to be lost—a meet- 
March 24th, 189. 	

, / lag of the commissioners proposed; July 5, 	. 	. 272 

/ 	 S 



vi 	 C 0 N T E N T S. 
CONTENTS. 

I 

vii 
XV. Secretary Allyn to John Saffin; the Court has resolved to pursue 

the outing of the Rhode Islanders-the King's letter-an agent 
to be sent to England, &c.; July 7, 

(1681.) 
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273 acknowledging receipt of instructions for enforcing the Acts 

taken, August 15, 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 
XVII. Gov. Leete's protest against the Governor and 

274 
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307 
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280 
colonies shall appoint agents to England; February 9, 

XL. The General Court to the Governor of New York-respecting 
311 

England_meantime, Connecticut will consent to no other line encroachments on the western borders; May11, 	. 
XLI. Daniel Wetherell to Gov. Leete-about 	in Long pirates 	Island 

313 
than that stated in the charter; Dec. 11, 	. 	, 	. 

XXII. Lords of the Council, to the Governor and magistrates; corn. 
280 Sound-Mr. Isaac Arnold's sloop taken, &c. 	July 25, 314 

plaint of John Wampus, respecting lands inherited from Ro- XLIL Governor and Council to Mr. Wetherell-in reply to the pre- 
manock, sachem of Aspatuck, 	.; March 28, (Received Ma 
17, 1680,) 	. 	. . 	. 	. 

ceding; July 28, 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 
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316 

(1680.) 
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281 sing that a vessel be sent out to take the pirates; August 5, 
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316 
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missioners for inquiring into claims to the Narragansett 
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ting to the seizure and imprisonment of Steven Richardson, by XLVI. Letter from King Charles II.-ordering search to be made for 

flbode Island-and of Mr. Joseph Clarke, by Connecticut; 
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LXVII. Record of a meeting of the Council._-pproving the answers to 
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June 15,) 
queries of the Committee for Trade_protest against Rhode 
and-approptiou for the redemption of Win. Hprris; July 15, 

. 	. 	. 	- 	. 	. 
XLVII. Deposition of Francis Branson, enclosed in the foregoing-to 

admissions 

322 

(1679.) 
290 
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of William Kelso, when on ship-board; January 

XXVIII. Letter from the Committee for Trade and Plantations, enclosing 
Heads of Inquiry 

4, 16804, 	. 	 . 	. 	. 
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292 

- 	 1681-2, 	. 	. 	. 	. 	. 
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323 

(1680.) 
XXX. Answers to the foregoing Queries; July 15, 

294 

the agents of the 
colony, in support of the claim to Narragansett; August 23, 

Governor 	Council, 
324 

XXXI. The Governor and Council 	
. 	- 

to the Lords of the 	trans. 
mitting the answers, 4c.; July 

XLIX
Council, 

. 	and 	to Gov. Dongan, congratulating him, 
on his safe arrival-complaining of the exercise of authority, 

15, 	. 	. 
XLXII. The Governor and Cotatcil to the Secretary of State-pleas of 

right to the Narragansett lands; 

300 by New York, in Rye, Stamford and Greenwich; October 5, 
L. Governor Dongan, in reply-addressed to Secretary Allyn- 

326 

July 15, 	-%  
XXXIII. Secretary Ahlvn to William Blathwnt_...repectjng William 

302 asserts the Duke's tight by patent to all lands east of Hud- 
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flif ilurd volume of  Colonial Record 	pubjilied under the editor.  
IliF) of,'Mr. Tru 	ull termates with th 	sessin of Jun 	1689. 	The 

foliowi 	pages c ntan tli 	records from Augt, I 6 iLjo the close of 
May 	ion, 170 , being the remainder fmpage\2o4 of tbe third 
man usript volu 	e of Records of the 	1on 	of Connecticut in the  
Su rctarj 	office 

The. Council I urnal from Ma 	30th, 	696, to May, 1698, being so 
much 	f that Jon nal durig the period EMbraa 	-d in the prent pUb- 
lic Itiofl 	s is now found recorded in th 	Seci tar 	s office, his been 

- 	-' iiicludI in this 	olume : if iprinted in i smz her tyPt audanged 

H in ord 	if timecrween several sessior 	of- 	te. Genel Assisembly. 
'This oân11Jotrna1 is taken from ahum 	rebound a few years 
since and letterb 	Colonial Records, Nev En 	and, 1664, 1702. 

To the end of *ctoLxr session, 1696,n pa e laG of this book, the 
' record lisin the land writing of John Al 	n; 	he remainder 6 in that 

of Elejzr Kimb nv. 	- 

Siveral• orders omitted from the e 	b 	Secreiary Alh'n have 
bein rtored to their places in thi 	I)Lbliea ion on the authon 	of coiemporai.y 

and!authientie manuscripts. 	Ti 	se acts or, orders are printed. 	o as to Ife readily distinguishab efron the record itself, and 
ource 'shence 	are deris€d is n ted 	The manhl.cript.. from 

which J have tal 	n thte addition 	are 	so 	ant. ciud a 	the  %% 
'r MS i 

	
now ir the Librws of the Coinee4cut ll'4oricul Society, 

where k was sorn 	years since deJsited by lenrv Barnard, 
It 

LL. D. 
Irny beloned to the town of WI 	lor.and conIinj the code 

of 1650. with the 	e-ion las to Otohe 	170k incIu,c which were 

k. 



iv 	 I'REFACE. 

entered by the town.cierk, acrording to law, from the copies Ce ifie_ 
and sent out by the secretary. Tlii volume is in pretty good 	eser, 
vittion, but has lost it few Ieave. The other, cited as the Stanly MS. 
i in the Stte Library: it consists of must additions to a copy 

of the Laws of Connecticut. of the edition of I67wJiich for erly 

belonged to Capt Caleb Stnnlv, one of the Assistants 1691-170, and 
the fflanucript is mostly hr his hand. 

flIt prooceding- of the (eneral Asserntdy and other courts 1were 
origitialiv entered in waste hook5.As being first wanted, the copjes 

of iaw and order, sent to the several towns would be made from the 

waste book- before the secretary found convenient leisure 11  
to make up 

his record in the regular record hook5, and we 	account for the 
omiioji from the latter by reinemberitig that d6i. Aihyn was nueii' 

occupied. and that between the dates of the sessions and the mtking 
up of the record, which was not always donc at one sitting, and '1iich 

he proifatiiv did not think it necessary to compare with the raste 

book. some interval of tiie elapsed. 

	IfIthe, Mr. (eorgc Brinier ],a-:a portion of dne of the waste hooks 

General A-etiiblv. whichended with May session. 1 677, antI eon-

tamed their proeeeding for several years preceding: it is moshy in 

tluuidwriiin" of John Allyn. but in the session of May. I 675, s veral 

Iiiie are in that of Deputy Goverrjor Leete., and of the lastthree 

tges of the -c--ion of Mar, 1673, the two former are in the hand of 

Edward Pa1me, and the lat in that qf Samuel Talcott. Unfortunately 

the kave- which liehi the Mar e-sion of 1676 have been torn out, for 

there Wa- an act passed at that se--ion to prevent oppression. by reg-

ulating 1trice- and the Ibrfit_ of merchants and traders, which i not 

found on the reeord. nor I.ri1 by Mr. Trumbull, but is kund with. 
the oilier act- of that -c--ba-ui ltc Stanlv MS. and in a M.S. in the 
library of Yak (."ulIcge. ilII(I we hiuuid have been curiou- to see 

wiirthi.'r that act va- to Ip*' found on the waste book. The 'Wind-or 
MS. ha:t- hi-t the leave- 	coritaj tied act- of the same sesioi 

It wa- rn intention to iti'luiI.. in tli- volume eIetiøri 	frn the 
exten-i ye and Intcre-i lug eorrjw,r,, i,'n. of, thi-' period which i5 pre-
served in our arch,ie-. but want of space compelled me to omit 

/ 

PREFA E. 	
, 

them, as it did also a number of not to 	text which had been prep d. 	Ho 	ever, I trust that at distaht day these letters, 
suclill ocument 	of pb1ic interest rela 

with 
ng to the' history of Connecti 

cut a are to be found in other reposito 'es, w 11 be given to the Public. 
Ait r the res mption of the charter 

overmentn 1689, a new seal was 	ocured, 	which a representatj n is given on the title page, 
taken from an I 	pression of it on a d 
Con went in the possession of the icut Hi torical Society. 	In the first volume of the Collections of th 	Society 	an article on the his 
only 	Id that 

ry oT the seal, to which I can 
vrnor Roger Wolcott 

the flu .ory of  Innecticut 
tates, in a mmoirre1fjg to 

written for 
now fil 	the 

President Cfop..in 	1759, and 
pojsession of Mr. Gcorgq 

CaptJ Daniel Ca'rk, Brinley, tçat his step-father,  
who was secreta 

166,39 	him 
' of' the Colony from 1 658 to 

old 	at the seal was prese 
Fen 	k. 

ted to the Colony by George. 

0n 	'age 76 	s a note relative to a1  
This 

trial for witchcj 	in 1692. 
as the Ia,t trial in Connecticut 	or this imaginary crime, and there 	as but oe subsequent ndictme,'(yla., 

Walhi 	ford in 	,h... 	I 
that of two females in 

io 	uion iich the\gand.jury returned' 
Jgnor44nU,;) 

alt ough witchcraft was s 11 counted among the capital 

off'enc in the vision of our laws publ shed inI 702, and it was not 

omilt from th list when the laws *e e reprinted 'in 1715 1 had 
prepar d a som vhat extended account f cas of witchcraft in Con. 
nectjcj , but fouxid it too ]on,,* for insertl

e 

n as a note. 
Soat irnportat changes, as well ir 	mode of nacting and ad- minist t 

 ng the'lkwsas in the laws the 'elves,'were made during the 

years hich this volume covers. The fficè of Justice of the Peace 
was el iblislied in January, I 697-8, 
know 	 placing the office' formerly r 	

s Commissioner'. and the colons and county Marshahis be ' came 
Sheri in the suceeding May. In Oc b'er, 1698, an act was pasJ 
to divi' e the gereral assembly, which ad hitherto sat as one 

body 

with tlJ15cer, 
'govcrno, or in hiL absence the deputy governor, as its pre. 

'itling 	into two 
k'ranc})es, a mea ure calculated to cause the 

:XerCi of greaser deliberation in the j ssagc  of e 	 act. In the same 
sion probate court was erected in e ch county, distinct from the 

.1 

S 
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county courts, and :in act for the settlement and distribution of esthtes, 

wliidi is the basis of our present law on those subjects, was pased 

the next year. In 1 701, the place for h hUng the October sesions 

of the general assembly and court of assista s 	 ered, and it the 

inilumi, of that year the Collegiate School was inörporated_ In 
1702 ii new revision of the eoloziy laws was published, a work for 

which a committee was first appointed in October, 1696. 

Other nniter of interest -in this volume are the papers reiati4e to 
the vi-it of Col. Fletcher to hartford. in October, 1693, for thelpur- 

poe of 	senting his claims to the command of the Conneeticut 

militia, v.- hich he did not succeed in establishing. aitliough the tory 
of how he was foiled by Capt. S% adsworth does not rest uponj any 
gisd foundation. The incorporation and settlement of quite a 
her of new t(Iwns. and the (liviion of some towns into villages1 and 

ditinet eeelcsia-tjt'al socikies, which at a later day became twns, 
1II:IV a10 he sjueilied. 	. 

'T.TI: :Ltan.&ity. hlAaTrngp, 	 C.J. 1. 
.Julv 2. 1868. 

T}IE PUBLIC E ORBS 

OF TB 

C OL O.y OF GO.NN  CTICTJT. 

[YOLUME .J 

[04] 	A SPEIALL COURT HELD H RTFORD, AtiausT 29, 
1
"Ir 

The 
S9, 	ORDER OF ni G NOR. 

eflticnen 
there nt bein' 

of tle Court np 
a suffiejejit 

re ng with the deputies 
number 

a Court the Gernor djsmjst 
f A jtj 1 	to constitute 

those 
ing of the 3ei*ral1 Cmirt the 3d 

res t and orderd a meet~ 

llart.foi.L* 
ay September next in 

* The General Cot4rt 
of an epidemic sickn 

was unable to meet in. A 
ss 	Secretary Allvn writ 

UguSt On 
Go to 

account of the preiee 

1689, "It ilk a vfrv sik1y time in most of our pla itation; 
ernor Bradstreet, August 9, 

in our people are confind 
of tendnce, and 

to their beds or houses, d it i 
, 	some near two-thirds of 
feared some suffer for want ma+ 

afflictive." 	He writ 
are dead amongst us, and he gr4at 

again to the seine, Septem 
drought begins to be very 

sore in most of our tovns ; 
Mr. Wadsworth lies 

Mr. Hamlin, one of our 
'f r 4, 

sistts, 
The sickjleas is indeed 'err, 

was buried last Monday, 
of the sickness, but iot 
deaths of 29 

angerouslv sick, and Capt. 
vet abroad." 	War, 11, 1 

alcotj 
IS. 	JIn 

i 	hopefa]l 	recovering out 
the town of Windsor tLe indjviduJ, are recorded between Jul 

in Colony Eec. of D4d5 &c. N. 	were There 	mo 
10 anl September ], I69. 	Copy 

Mr. WetheJl the reotder, inserted a list of the cat0, "n flcotint of Severn] 

v that, 20 victims in New London. 
in the town book tinder the folloa'.. 

	

person, d 	ea 
nn l "re throat 	feverjwl,icji ditemper bath pas 	.. vEry nio;31( 	vith m:y4, epecialJ 

sd hvth 	pre'ent distemper of 
through most families ar.d proved to those who a w have it in thi. more than ordi. II:ir 	extremity of li 	weather, the like having in 4 been known in the ukth:' Caulki,j. lust, of N. memory of 
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TUE present publication contains the whole of volume IV. of the 

manuscril)t Records of the Colony of' Connecticut, and the first sixty-

five sages of volume V. It contains also, inserted in chronological 

order between sessions of the General Assembly, the Records of the 

Governor and Council from October 30th, 1710, to February 19th, 

1716-17. 

The Council Journal from May, 1698, to October, 1710, is not 

known to be extant. From October, 1710, to October, 1712, the 

records of' the Council are in one thin volume, unpaged, and generally 

written but on one side of the leaves. The next volume is of 275 

pages, and embraces the period between January, 1712-13, and Feb. 

rttat'y, 1727-28, with an entry of the date of 1743, at the end. The 

miflutcs of' the Council are in the hand-writing of various persons, 

Governor Saltonstall, Secretaries Stanly, Haynes, and Wyllys, 

Richard Christophers, etc.: but the greater part of those from 1713 
to 1726, is in that of Christopher Christophers, who was Clerk of the 
Council. 	 - 

In printing this volume, I have not thought it necessary to preserve 

the contractions or abbreviations of the original manuscript, as has 

been done hitherto, or to follow exactly the spelling,save, in general, 

in the case of proper names. 

The fac-simile of one of the first Bills of Credit issued by Connecti-

cut. which faces page 111, is taken from an original' in our Archives, 
Crimes 5-  Misdemeanors, 11. 39. The original was altered from three 

shuhliiigs to ten shillings, by Ebenezer Scvmour.in  1710. Specimens 

of the two shilling bills of the same emiion, altered by 'him_to ten 
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'l.illiiig' and forty shullim.rs repeetivcly, may be found in the same 

volumi' of' .rrl,iv'. 

In Novi'nilier, 

 

1868. a few months after the publication of the 

6 iirt ii .v 	itu' of I Iw Co!i ui in I Iec irlls of' Connecticut. (1 689-1 706) 

I e:iml• into iseston of a liriflleil copy of our statutes of the C(litjOfl 

i1 1 i7, 
 

1INVIlltr aiinex.'d, in manucript, the session iaws up to 1698. 
F'rnrn .11,73 it, 1696. the hand-writin.g was that of Secretary John 

AIIvn, :uisl ii,.' rctnainih'r diat of Serr,tarv Kimberly. Subsequently, 

lie I Ion. IoIs•1i C. Winthrop ilnecd in my hands a similar manu- 
-eri1 i 	r li('lI:tr4l Clirito;ihit'rs. 	These manuserijits further confirm 
('PT?:iilp :nq and onlerz 'uiiitted from the record by the secretary, but 
rt'.ti,r,'il to their iil:tces in the third and fburth printed volumes, on 

lint wa 	an1el as gd ntithioritv. 

In the Irefnee to the fourth volume, (1 689-1706,) reference was 
ipiasle to :i l:tw to rlrcvent oJsprt'.sion. byregulating prices and profits, 

11-1-4-11 in May, 1676, which is not on I lie record. nor printed by Mr. 

Trutnl,uhI. 'The law is litre iu-erted from the Ahhyn MS., in order to 

rsntkr liii- collection of the acts of our legislature more complete. 

It,  the Allvn, Statilv. and Chirito1,hiers 'MSS., it immediately follows 
tlit' act re-Irai,pin 1'xc-ess in apjare1, printed on page 28 of volume 
-ceoud. (1 

 
016.7 -1 677.) 

OP1'RF:s-tON. 
Vhors.a  a groat cry of opjirf'ssi.qi i- hoard amongst us, and that 

pri un 1  sal lv j  s iit"d at w(irk.'m..i ansi traders, whicIi i hard to rs'gi ilate 
ithsstit 

a tin'l:u,l prepard both for iL(lvahice and for p:i duch' sett 
a- moliov. It i- tlrI'rofi,r4' ordors.d, that the pric#' of l)roviion be duclv 
-('it a; each of or Gc;ic'rah] Court- annually, according to true intelli-
gs'n"t' - frssxn Bit-ion, for mop,v SOM. ;tiirl lbs-n for such pas' within six 

no mor'lia at or t r:.ds'r -hall :idvajjce a! suve two pence 
:il ,,,n the 1i 11 IS 	Ii ,r O1 put, ('h4aryo :it)(] Vf'Tit ii (.' ft'ürn B '-ton, or OIlieT ru-irk"; of I 	sli-t:uiC,, 1', ir 21110041. we I I woi !j I wit Ii reailv His inoy; trust- 
i n- :in'l I ri f1- - uin'lc'r ii Hi IIIri 	Ist'i rig }"fi to each man- agroemn eat. 
sl i-s'r.'-.i,c1 anti flnl.'rat iofl.......(stil ii 	to 	g iou conciCrice, to deal. - 1- a- a 	u) j.'t to Wa-i. lii': wa-i i ' be allowt'd as part of the 
fir-t pro ' (Pr (t- (if the 	yl_, 	A iii all hirs':ieiss'. of this order to be 
1"1"1k"l Prolwsrii.n:il,h. to ti,' 	nlii" or iii.' cs;sprt'--ion, ti'cblc to the 

UI1 third to be re-I t't'd to iI,s' j,t'ty ojsjireed. and thi 

residue halfe of it to the cotuplayner that shall práve the fact, and 

halfe to the county trcasurje where the offence is committed. And as 

for those tradesmen whose commodities are partly their own labour, and 

partly inateriahls they worke upon, as tailers, shoemakers, smiths and 

such like, as aliso -silell whose dayes labour cannot ordinarily be 
knowen how much they dayly efFect, as weavoures, Iaylors and suèhi 

like, and day labourers, there being great difficulty to regulate the 

prizes of their ware and worke, this Court,, pUrposeing in sc,ason to 
state orders i'Csh)eCting those things which :it present is not attaineable, 
doe in the intereun FdCOIfllfluI I it to all such trad-etneui and labourers 

to consider the religious end of t lieu' ealhings, whiih is that receiveing 

such inolerat profit as may inabk them to serve Gol and their neigh-

bours wit hi their arts and trades corn l'ort:tbly, they doe not inrich them-
selves stultlai.ily and inordinately (by oppre.sing prizes and wage s, to 
the iinpovt'ri.hing their iieighihiouui-cs and rciids:ring them in great 

mea-ui-e uuicapeable of' colivcuiicnf sub-itai.ce,) live in [lie pracncc of 
that cyiuig sin of OjlpI'cssioul but avoyd it. 

Recently, I have dicovered another Jnauuu-cri1,t of the Laws of the 

Territory arid Diniuiion of' New England. by which the text of those 

laws printed in the Appendix to-volume III. (1678-169,) pages 41)2 

to 436, may be completed and corrcctesl in several places. 

During the peritid covered by the volume now published, and, in 

fict, during the whole of the eighteenth century, many interesting (lsL)C-

urnents, and the greater part Of [lie executive correspondence, which 

should be found in our archives, :rre missing. The General 

bly, in May, 1771, desired the Governor to collect such. uuih,li' Papers 

and have them bound, that they mightr be preserved and Silas Deane, 

in 1774, in a letter which is puhihi-lii'd in tue American Archive-. 4th 

serie, 1. 810, called Governor Ti'uuuih,ull's attention to the public loss 

and uuiconvi'nieulee sustained by the neglect or ounis-issu, to prt'ers'e 

them iii some Public office, Many of tln-e dot'uins'i.r.- are still in ex-
istence, and it is much to be rcgi'ettesl tll;it they arc uut in one Jilace. 

where they can be easily accesihile and freely con-uhts'.l, 

STATE LIBRARI', I IAIITFOIW, 	 C. .J. 11, 
iIir:l .f.tl., 1'71i, 
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PREFACE• 

THIS volume, the sixth of the series, continues the publication of 
the fifth 

volume of the manuscript Records of the Colony of Con-
necticut, from page 66 to page 514, inclusive, embracing the period 
between May 

1717 and the close of the October session of the Gen-
eral Assembly in 1725. It, contains also the record of the acts of 
the, Governor and Council from May 1717 to April 1726. as com-
prised within pages 96 to 259, inclusive, of 

t book containing those 
records frQm 1712_-3 to 1727-8. 

The Seal represented on the title page is the new stamp which the 
Governor and Council ordered to be made October 25th, 1711. 
The legend around the circumference reads, 

Sigillum Co1oni€ Con-
nedicensis, instead of Connectjnsjs  In October 1747, the General 
Assembly ordered the inscription to be corrceted: but it was not 
done, the same seal continuing in use until 1784. 

In compliance with directions in a letter from the Board of Trade. 

dated August 7th, 1719,t the General Assembly desired the Governor 

and Council to provide a Map of the Colony to be prepared and sent 
to the King. John Copp, of

.  Norwalk, was employed to make the 
survey of the coast and to draw the map, in which service he spent 

a little more than six weeks.§ The map was sent ;to the Board of 

Trade, September 14th, 1720, and received by them the 7th of Feb-
ruary following:  the draught of the letter which accompanied 'it, 
with some other correspondence on the subject, may be seen in the 
places indicated in the note.fj 

Vol. V,Forejg,z Correspoid'nc 1, 140. 1Post, pages 186, 196. 
4 Trade - Maritine Affairs, I, 82. 	11 Colonial Boundaries, 1, 212; Foreign Cortespondençj,IJ1121135 
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PREFACE. 

The map still remains in the Public Record Office in London 

though much injured through age and neglect. Proposing to have it 

engraved to illustrate this volume, I sent for, and obtained, a tracing 

but, upon receiving it., finding that the map had so little on it to shew 

the state of the settlement of the Colony, or its boundaries, in 1720
1  

I abandoned the design. 

The map is about six by three feet in size, and represents little 

more than the coast line' and the Connecticut River, the Housatonic, 

and ..the Hudson. Towns or counties are not indicated. Governor 

Saltonstall, in his letter to the Board of Trade, spcaks of ihe  north-
ern boundary as noted with red lines: but they are now entirely ob-

literated. The Colony is bounded on the east by the Narragansett 

Bay; while on the west, the line had not been surveyed, but was put 

down as being a line parallel to Hudson's River and at twenty miles 
distance from it. 

C.J.H. 
STATE LIBRARY, HARTFORD, 

September 25, 1872. 

THE PUBLIC RECORDS 

OF TEE 

CO1ONY OF CONNECTICUT,  

[VOLUME v. PAGE 66.] 

COHNECTICUT 
OOLOHy 

AT A GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
MAJESTIES COLONY O 	

HOLDEN A HARTFORD, IN HIS 
F. CONNECTICUT, IN NEW ENGLAND, ON 

THURSDAY THE 9TH DAY OF MAY, IN THE THIRD YEAR OP 
THE REIGN OF OUR SOVEREIGN LORD GEORGE, KING OF GRr 
BRITAIN, C. A.NNOQUE DOM. 1717.* 

Pre8ent at thz8 As8emblp, 
The Honourable Gurdon Saltonstafl, Esqr, Govr. 
The Honourable Nathan Gold, Esqr, Dept Go'v.r 

John Hamlin, Esqr, 	William Pitkin, Esqr, Peter Burr, Esqr, 	Samuel Eells, Esqr, 
Mathew Allyn, Esqr, 	Joseph Talcott, 'Esqr, Aisga,zg. Abram Fowler, Esqr, 	John Sherman, Esqr, 
Roger Wolcott, Esqr,. 	Jonathan Law;  Esqr, who was 

chosen at this Assembly. 
Representatives or I)eputies that were returned to attend at this 

Assembly, are as followeth, viz: 
Col" Wm Whiting, Capt. Aaron Cook, for Hartford. 
Capt. James Rogers, Mr. John Richards, for New London. 
Mr. Abram Brunson, Mr. William Minor, for Lyme. 
Mr. Dan" Cady, Mr. Sam" Addams, for. Canterbury. 
Capt. Dan" Brewster, Capt. Wm Billings, for Preston. 

* The Journal of the Upper House at this session is not found. 
1 
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'In the Appendix is given the judgiient of the English Privy Coun. 

cii in the case. of Winthrop's appeal, by which the colonial Jaw egu. 
biting the descent and distribution jof intestate estates was declared 
void; and which law, noithstanding great exertions and no little ex- 
penditure of money,,aI not re-e8tablished for nearly eighteen years. 

17 . 	There will also 	e found'appended, Queries from the Board of 
. 	. Trades with the Aswers thereto, which give some account of the 

../ 	7 	. condition of the Col*ny in 1780. 	L 
Several leaves toward the latter part of Volume V of the MS. 

Records are badly frayed, as well 	a out of their proper order. 	In 
this publication the missing words have been supplied from the orzk 
inal bills, or from the Journals of o 	or the other House. 

The Council Journal from 1728 to 1770 is not now among our ar. 
chives, and the editor is unaware of its existence. 

N Ii 

PREFACE 

a 	 . 	
This volume contains the remainder of Volume V of the mann- 

script Record, of the Colony of 	 from page 515, covering 
the period from May, 1726, to the end of May session, 1780; the 
first 228 pages of Volume VI, continuing the records to the end of 
May sesslQn, 1785, and the Journal of the Governor and Council, 
from May, 1726, to February, l727-.8, taken from the manuscript 
ieferred to in the prefaces to the fifth and sixth printed volumes of 

- 	 thisseries 
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I
Fm the ceson of King George IL to  the end & y 178 the 	 ses as nn7 pubbe inamph]et fo 	

ft 
j 	 bered 	 , were num

the highest number being CLXXVI: but the, 	

C 
enumeration does not appear on the record, nor were  the laws pub- hahed m  the order in which they were passed or reeorj 

For the loan of the bill of the New London Society, froin which 
the

T II E P [1 B L I C R E C 011 D S 
fac, facing page 421 was made 	

ind
, I am indebted to the k ness of Mr. J. IL Trunbu1L 	

C. J. H. 

LRE 
STATE LIBRARY, Hartforfi 	

OF , July 17th, i73. 	
I 

COLONY OF CONNECTICUT 

[VOL V. PAGE 515.] 

COHWECTIj' 
coLo.wr •ç 	 . 

AT A GENERAL ASSEMBLY HOLDEN AT HARTFORD, IN Big 
MAJESTIES Cot4osy OF CONNECTICOTYr, IN NEW ENGLAND, ON 
TBE12TH DAY OF MAY, IN THE TWELFrR YEAR OF THE REIGN 
OP OUR SOVEREIGN LORD GEo1o, OF GREAT BIithN, &c., 
KING, ANNOQUE D0M. 1726. 

Precent at this Assenzbf4,j: 
The Honourable Joseph ia1cott, Esqr, Governour. 
The Honourable Jonathan Law, Esqr, Deputy Governour. 

John Hamlin, 	Christopher Christophers, Samuel Eclis, 	I 	Hez Brainerd, 	I Mathew AJlyn, 	John Hooker, 
Roger Wolcott, 	( 	'Joseph Wakeman, IEsr. James Wadsworth, I 	Nathaniel Stanly, 
John Hall, 	) 	Joseph Whiting, 
Representatives or Deputlee t)aat were returned to attend at titis 

Aseembly.are asfullinceth, viz: 
Capt. Ozias Pitkiu, Capt. Thomas S-eymor, for Hartford. 
Capt James Rogers, Mr. Solomon Coitt, for New London. 
Mr. Peter Buell, Mr. Thomas Porter, for Coventry. 
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NOTE. 

Tis publication contains from page 224 of volume VI. 
of the manuscript 

Record4 of the Colony of annec,j, 
to the end of that - 

volume, and the Orst 221 pages of volume VII. 

The Journal of the Governor and Couneji for the years embraced 

in this volume, is not known to be extant. There are on reèord, 
however, two entries of their acti, both by Governor Law: one, of 

February 25th, 1744, appointing April 7th, 1742, as a day of flisting 
and prayer, and also granting a brief for Jeremiah Foster 
th 	 to ask 

aritable contrjbutjo. the other, of September 1s4 1743, granting 
a commission of sewers for draining land in Klllingwort 

	
- 

C. J. IL STATE Ln3rAn; HAmrPORD, 
January21, 1874. 
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This volume contains the remainderof Volume VIi. of the 
manuscript Records of the Colony qf ConnecUcut, from page 
together with the first fifty-one pes of Volume VIII., and cove rs 
the period from May, 1744, to the death of Governor Law and the  
election of Governor Wolcott,in November, 1750. 

c 	/ 	 In the Appendix will be found the Proceedings of the English 
Privy 

Counil on the Appeals of Samuel Clark against ThOm as 

	

( 2_. 	
Tousey and others, relative to the Law governing the Descent and  V 	• 	
Distribution of Intestate Estates, 1737-1745, and also Queries fron 
the Board of Trade, with the Answers thereto, 1748-9. 

For the time covered by this jublicátion neither the Jounals 
of the Governor and Council, of the Committees of War, nor of' . 
either branch of the General Assembly, save that of the Lower 

V 	 House at the, May session 1744, are now among the State archives. 

C.J.H. 
STATE LIBRARY, HARTFORD, 

Decinber 28th. 1875. 
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.PREFATORY NOTE. 

The following pages complete the publication of the eighth 
manuscript voliime of the Records of the Colony of Connectscut, 

and contain the seth of twenty-one sessions of the General 
Assembly. 

In the Appendix may be found the Census of 1756, and also 
Queries from the Board of Trade with the Answers thereth, 
1755-6. 

For the time covered by this publication, neither the Jou±nals. 
of the Governor and Councllof9e Committees of War, nor of 
either branch of the General Assembly, are now among7the State - 
archives. 	 • 	

S 

C.J.H. 
STATZ LIBRARY, 

Hartford, June 22, 1877. 	 5 
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PREFA r.o1'1Y1 NOTE.. 

These sheets contain the first four hundred and forty-six pages 

of the ninth manuscript volume of the Public Records of the 
Colony. 	. 

Neither the Journal of the Governor and Council nor that of 

either branch of the General Assembly . during the years which 
this volume embraces are known to be extant. 

It is to be regretted that so, many of the pay-rolls of the 

Connecticut troops who served in the French war are missing 

from our archives; as thereby several worthy officers, who took 
the places . of others receiving appointments from the General 
Assembly but for various reasons 	joining the army, fail of 
mention in these pages. 

In the Appendix are the Answers to Queries from the Board of 

Trade, 1761-2, from copies procured at the Public Iecord Office 
in London. 

C. J. H. 
SEFTEMBEH 1, 1880. 	 . 
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PREFATORY NOTE. 

This book contains the remaining portion of volume IX of the 
Public Record8 of the Colony of Connecticut, from page 447, and 
also pages 1 to 310, inclusive, of volume X of the same series. 

It is not known that the Journals of either House of the 
General Assembly are extant for any of the six years covered 
by this publication. The Journal of the Governor and Council 
has also disappeared 

Appended is the book of Reasons why the Britich Colonies in 
America should not be charged with internal Taxes by authority of 
Parliament, to which reference is made on pages 256 and 299 of 
this volume. Governor Fitch was the principal compiler and 
draughtsman of it, as Mr. Ingersoll informs us. The origina' 
edition was of five hundred copies, and 1Mr. Ingersoll took one 
hundred and twelve with him to England. 

After 1762, it does not appear that the General Assembly 
appointed a committee to hear the records read off and to see 
them signed by the Secretary as perfect and complete. It is 
evident that considerable portions of the record were not compared 
with the original bills, and this may account for various errors 
and omissions. The editor has endeavored to supply the omissions 
from the files, and what has been supplied is enclosed in brackets. 

C. J. H. 
October 29th, 1881. 
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Tais book contains the concluding part of Volume X of the 
Manuscript Public Records of the Colony of Conüecticnt, from 
page 312, and the first 147 pages of Volume Xl. 

The Council Journal before May, 1770, is not known to be 
extant, and after that date seems to have been rather carelessly 
kept. So much of it as falls within the period1'of this volume 
is here printed. 

It is not known that any of the Journals of either Rouse of 
the General Assembly are in existence for the time covered by 

-this publication. 

CJR. 
1 	September 7th, 1885 

\ 



D 

I 

THE 

PUBLIC RECORDS 

OF THE 

CI O L 0 NT O F CONNECTIC-UT, 

rRox OOTOBER, 17721  TO APRIL, 1775, IN(ILUSIVE. 

bb 

TBARSCEIBED AND EDITED IN ACCOBDANCE WITH A BE8OL7TION OP THE 

GENERAL A8SEMBLY, 

• BY CHARLES J. BOA DLY, 
TAT*La*AmA1I. 

HARTFORD: 

PRESB OP TEE CASE1  LOCKWOOD & BIuINAED COMPANY, 

1887. 

II IOA  cM) 



PREFACE. 

The record of eight sessions of the General Assembly is in this 
book. 

Of neither branch of the legislature are the Journals for this 
period preserved in our archives: nor do they exist, so far as the 
editor is aware. 

The Journal of the Governor and Council after October, 1773, 
is not extant. So much of that journal from October, 1772, to 
October, 1773, as is preserved is printed in this volume, but it is 
of slight interest. it is much to be regretted that the Council 
Journal and the Journal of the House of Representatives for the 
period approaching the Revolution should be lost. 

In the Appendix are reprinted four pamphlets which were pub-
lished by authority: 

The Susquehannah Case, sufficiently described in a note at 
page 161 of this volume. 

Report of the Commissioners appointed by the General 
Assembly of this Colony to treat with the Proprietaries of Penn-
sylvania respecting the Boundaries of this Colony and of that 
Province. Norwich: Printed by Green & Spooner, 1774. 

This is a pamphlet of thirty-seven pages, small quarto. it has 
been described in various catalogues as having thirty.six pages, 
for the last leaf is wanting in most of the few remaining copies. 
Timothy Green's bill for printing two hundred copies, five and a 
quarter sheets, is in our archives, Finance & Currency, V, doc. 117. 
The correspondence between the Commissioners and Governor 
Penn, in this pamphlet, is also printed in Pennsylvania Colonial 
Records, vol. x, and Pennsylvania Archives, vol. iv. 

111. An Account of the Number of Inhabitants in the Colony 
of Connecticut, January 1, 1774. Together with an Account of 
the Number of Inhabitants, taken January 1, 1756. Published 
by order of the General Assembly. Hartford: Printed by Ebe-
nezer Watson, 1774. 

This is a folio of nine leives, each printed only on one side. 
Watson's bill for the printing, £.W 17 9, is in Ievoialiouary War, 
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I, 201. He madea discount of £3 "for the liberty of the c.,' 
but the General Assembly, it seems, thought his charge excessive. 

IV. Hes of Inquiry relative to the Present State and Con-
duion of His Majesty's Colony of Connecticut, signified by His 
Majesty's Secretary of. State in his Letter of the 5th July, 1773; 
with the Answers thereto. New London: Printed by T. Green, 
Printer to the Governor and Company, 1775. 

This is a small folio of fifteen pages. Six hundred oopiés were 
ordered to be printed. 

STATZ LIBRARY, Hartford, 	 C. J. H. 
March 4th, 1887. 
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COLONY OF CONNECTICUT, 

[VOLUME XI., PAGE 149.] 

Anno Regni Regi8 Georgii tertii duodedmo. 
AT A GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE GOVERNOR AND COMPANY 

OF THE ENGLISH COLONY OF CONNECTICUT IN NEW ENGLAND 
IN AMERICA HOLDEN AT NEW HAVEN IN SAID COLONY ON - 
THE SECOND THURSDAY OF OCTOBER (BEING THE SEVENTH 
DAY OF SAID MONTH) AND CONTINUED BY SEVERAL ADJOURN-
MENTS TO THE THIRTIETH DAY OF THE SAME MONTH, ANNOQUE 
Doiisi 1772. 

Present: 
The Honorable Jonathan Trumbull, ESqT, Governor. 
The Honorable Mathew Griswold, EsqT,  Ileputy Governor. 

Hezekiah Huntington, Esq', Roger Sherman, Esqt, 

Shubael Conant, EsqT, 	Abraham Davenport, Esq', I Elisha Sheldon, Esq', 	Wm. Samuel Johnson, Esqr, 
Eliphalet Dyer, Esqr, 	Joseph Spencer, Esqr, 	

f 

Jabez Huntington. Esqt, 	Oliver Wolcott, EsqT, 
 William Pitkin, Esqr, . 

Representatives or Deputies of the Freemen of the several 
Towns are as follow, viz: 

Cob. John Pitkin, Mr. Benjamin Payne, for Hartford. 
Capt. Josiah Bissell, Capt. Josiah Phelps, for Windsor. 
Capt. Jonath" Humphry, Capt. Judah Holcoinb, for Symsbury. 
Capt. Isaac Pinney, Mr. Joshua Fuller, for Stafford. 
Capt. Joel White, Capt. Benja. Talcott, for Bolkn. 
Majt Henry Champion, Mr. Daniel Foot, for Coichester. 

* So in the record. However, the second Thursday in October came 
on the eighth in 1772. 

IT 	 PU 
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PREFAOE. 

Besides the matter contained in the latter part of the manuscript 
volume XI, and last, of the Records of the Colony of Connecticut, 
this, book contains the record of the Council of Safety from their 
first sitting, June 7th, 1775, to October 2d, 1776, which was their 
last meeting befoe the session of the first General Assembly of 
the State of Connecticut, held on the second Thursday of that 
month. 

The Journal of the Council of Sdéty extends to November 15th, 
1783. It is comprised in four volumes. Volume I from which 
is taken what is here printed, is made up of a number of thin 
books of irregular size, folio and quarto, bound together. The 
book is not in the best condition, but was carefully copied in the 
early part of the present century. 

The Appendix contains some proceedings of the Governor and / 	 Council between 1663 and 1710, all which, except the first, have 
been discovered since the publication of previous volumes. U 	

Number I is taken from the record in the Secretary's office.' 
Number II is from a traiscript of the Council Records received 

from the State Paper office in London by the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts. For this I was indebted to the late Oliver Werner, 
sometime Secretary of that Commonwealth. I printed it in 1875, 
in connection with Gershom Bulkeley's book Will and Doom, of 
which, unfortunately, the whole edition, save a single copy, was 
destroyed by a fire at the printing-office, and it has not since been 

4 	republished. 
Numbers III and IV are from a considerable collection of 

ancient papers lately presented to the State Library by the Honor. 
able Robert C. Winthrop and his son, Robert C. Winthrop Jr. 

, 	Numbers V and VI were, very kindly furnished by General 
Rush C. Rawkin of New York City. They were obtained orig. 
inally from the last male descendant of the Wyllys family and , 	• flame. 

J. 
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r The Jourl of neither House of the General Assembly forany 
session in the years 1775, 1776, is known to exist. 

The Journal of the Governor and Council for the same years, 
distinguished from the Council of Safety, is not extant. One act 
of theirs is printed in a note on page 100 of this book. 

With this volume terminates the series of Colonial -Records of 
Connecticut, the publication of which was begun forty years ago. 
My, editorial, labors commenced with volume foirth, 1689-1706, 
which appeared in 1868. To all who in any way have aided the 
work I return sincere thknks. 

&721 ,4 
STA.Tz Lrsy, 

April 16th, 1890. 
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THE PUBLIC RECORDS 

OF THE 

COLONY OF CONNECTICUT,  

[VOLUME XI, PAGE 447.] 

Anno llegni Regis Georgii tertil decimo-çiuinto. 
AT A GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE GOVERNOR AND COMPANY 

OF THE ENG1JSH COLONY OF CONNECTICUT IN NEW Esc.. 
LAND IN AMERICA, BOLDEN AT HARTFORD IN SAID COLONY 
ON THE SECOND THURSDAY OF MAY, BEING THE ELEVENTH 
DAY OF SAID MONTH, AND CONTINUED BY SEVERAL ADJOURN.. 
MENTS UNTIL THE TRIRTY..flRST DAY OF THE SAME MONTH, 
ANNOQUE DOMINI 1775. 

Present: 
The Honbie Jonathan Trumbull, Esqr, Governor. 
The Honbie Mathew Griwld, Esqr, .Deputy Governor. 

Jabez Harnlin, Esqr, 
Elisha Sheldon, Esqr, 
Etiphalet Dyer, Esqr, 
Jabez Huntington, Esqr, 
William Pjtkin, Esqr, 
Roger Sherman, Esqr, 	 Assistants. 
William Samuel Johnson, Esqr, 
Abraham Davenport, Esqr, 
Joseph Spencer, Esqr, 
Oliver Wolcott. Esq r, 

James Abraham Hilhouge, Esqr, ) 
VOL. XV.—i 


