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IN the summer and autumn of 1635 the first permanent scttlements were
made on the Connecticut River at Hartford, Windsor and Wethersfield.
The Colony of Massachusetts claiming that the territory was within her
Jurisdiction, maintained for a brief period some show of authority over the
new Planters, who, however, soon assumed the right of sclf—govcr_'n_mmu.

On the 14th of January, 1638-9, the Planters, of Connccticut asécmbling
in a public mecting, proceeded to adopt a ConstiTuTION® whic}»\ﬁ“thc
first written  Constitution originating in the new world, and the model
for all- succeeding ones. ‘The authorship of it s generally attributed to
Rocer Lubrow.t

In April, 1646, the General Court requested Mr, Ludlow to compile
a “Body of Laws,” which, though the request was urgently repeated, and
additional inducements oftered o expedite the work, was not accomplished
until May, 1650, when the Laws were “ Concluded and Established,” and

transcribed upon the Public Records. - S -

s ettt s an w ov o et e s - - S

® This temarkable document gave to Connecticut the pre-eminent place in Constitutional History,
It cotablished & Damoceacy purc and simple, recognizing neither King, Lords or Payliament, nor

whing dependence upon any power on carth. * |t was the Constitution of an inde pendent State, “a
v [ At | y »

4,‘![‘1‘_&!:.‘1’.&.‘.9‘.‘,_!5.‘.'.;...‘.‘.'!.!.!1110!&!‘..1.&lul.'.uung‘“--iﬂd‘ detiring ity powere. Tt declared in Glain e

that *“in the Genersl Court shall comsist the Sursame rowea or 1nx Commonwaartn,'” and the
Gencral Court war to be clecied annually by the ficemen, This sccorde with Asistotle’s definition of
demacracyy *where the People are supreme and not the Law, the l)émmu«y is Mapatch, one comi-
pounded of many, tor the many we hpf;mc not as individuals but collectively.”  “I'hin tundamental
{dea was sealized in the Gonetstuiun ur Connecnicot, and its aduption and pros lhmation wn'the

first full-siden sun of Dimn sacy, giving life, light and power 10 2 Guear ‘NATIUN !

. ) .
{ Ludlow's hietany 10 obacure.  Hoia supposed that he came from the west of Ep‘l nd, and that he

had been educated as o lawyer, . But it b not m‘imumﬂy known when or where he way burn, wheie
. . 1
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o , TREFAIURY NOTK,

"In 1662, the Constitution of 1639 was ll;rogltcd by the Charter of Charles -
I1., which at a General Assembly; October gth, 1662, was adopted by he
Freemen, but the old Laws of the Colony were declared to be in full force
and virtue “unless any be cross to the tenor of our Charter.”

‘The Colonies of Connecticut and New Haven, which hitherto had been
independent Communities, were now to be united under the Charter, and the

* s

Union was consummated in May, 1665.

‘The Laws of Connecticut had never been printed, the General Court
ordering them to be *“published by the Constables of the several Towns,
which was done by reading manuscript copics to the people assembled in

Town-mccting.

In the Colony of New Haven the same manner of publication had been
practised. In 1655, the Laws of that Colony were ordered to be “Cbmpilcd
together fit to ke printed,” and were sent to England for that purpose. 1n
June, 1656, five hundred copics of the book* arrived in New Haven, and

were divided: among the several Towns,

But the whole system of jurisprudence of New Haven Colony was now
entircly shchscdc'd by the Laws or Connecticur, which at a Public Meet-
ing in New ‘Haven, August 14th, 1665, were read to the people by William
Jones, Eisq., late Deputy Governor, and declared to be the Laws OF THE

L.anD, |

The Laws of Connccticut being new to the people of New Haven, to
promulgate them in the fullest manner it became necessary to have them

f
he had lived, or what had been his occupation.  He aspired to the higheat pusition in Masachusets,
where his stormy carcer is well Impwn.: He was the leading man in Connecticut, presiding at the
meetings of -the General Court, until the arsival of Haynes, who at the finst elestion tuuk the coveted

. othice of Governor, leaving to Ludlow a lower scat. It was a greater grief when at the second election
the two higher offices were appropriated by Hopkine and Haynes. Ludlow's fine education, hie estate,
his grear abrlitics and his cnergy made him feared by ‘h'u tivals, and his imperious temper uwnited them
tur his defear.  In 1654 he disappears from New England, and no llﬂhul;(’ yet seen tecords his death,

ot puints to his grave,
1

It b usually said that he went from Faitficld o Vitginia, an amertivn based upun the tact that o
Captain Manning and hls vessel had been hired by Ludlow 10 transport him and his tamily (o that
Colony.  But Manning was ajrested fur Wlicit trading with the Dutch, and upon 1114l béing tuund
guilty, his vesselsin spite of Ludlow's protests, was declared by the Court to be o lowtu) jerae, and
widered 1o be sold by an inch of candell, he that uters muat to have her," N, Iln;u o Kee 11
69 74 Though thus interrupred he must have et New England at aboutthis e “Uhic late Hishop
Meade, In answer 1o o letter of Inquiry, wiate that he had tound no trace of him stmung the andlent
tecde of Virginis, and Ruger Waliott seems to settle the question, fur spealiing with gicat seapect uf
Ludlow a5 *a man Interior to nune,” &, he saye be returncd 1o bogland. M M. of (ana. by

Reger Walionr,

® This volume is very rate. 1t was carefully reprinted under the supervision of My, O, ) Huadly,
n 18gl, In the Records of the Colomy ot Purnidiniion of Neww Maven, Twenty copics unly were alsw

printed un large paper with o new tiile and an Intiuduction,




. . T - :
PREFATORY NOTK. . R T ~
: priméd but some of the old Laws having been repenled or modified, md o
many new Acts added, a gencral revision was demanded. v

-

In May, 1671, Governor Winthrop, Deputy Governor Leete and others
were appointed to preparc the new revision for the, press and to report- the
draft to the next General Court for confirmation, and in Oclobc},'lb"}z, it
was ordered that the Laws shall be printed, **the copy of them bemg viewed
and approved by this Court.”

In the course of the followmg year the Laws of Connecticut were for the
first time printed by Samucl Green, at Cambridge, then the only place in - o

North America where a printing-press was cstahluhed :

In this first printed revision the arrangement of Ludlow s Lmic of 1650
was generally respected.  About seventy -new titles. were inserted in their
proper places, the organization, powers and dutics of the scv\cral Cou:u were
more fully and preciscly specified, a preface signed, and probably written? by .
John Allyn, the Sccretary, was prefixed, and, by a special order of the
General Court, the Scal* of the (,olony was impressed upon the title page.

G. B.

HarTtrorn, October, 186,

® For a full history of the Scal of Connecticut, see Coll. Conn. Nist. Soc. ¥ol. 1. p. a51. Ruger
Wolcott says that the Scal was presented to the Colony by George Fenwick, and givey his suthority fui

the statement, *“and though in Governor Saltonstall’s time it was new made and enlarged, yet the

impression and the motto are the stme.” Mo, Mut. of Conn. by Rag" Welcout,
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PREFACE.

. .

Upon the motion of the Connecticut Society Sons of the #American
Rovolution, the General Assembly passed the following resolution authorizing
the publication of State Records : : : ‘
o  Jesolved by this Assembly: That Charles J. Hoadly of Hartford be
authorized to continue the publication of state records, together with the
journal of the Council of Safety, and any other state documents or other.
" official papers connected with the history of Connecticut from 1776 to 1789,
inclusive ; and the secretary of state is hereby requested to furnish all
needed assistance and co-operation for the speody complehon of the work. .

Approved February 23, 1893.

It was time that something should be done, for the first volume of the
State Records pnd tRe first volume of the Journal of the Council of Safety
are in bad condition\eome of. the leaves being loose, frayed, and broken.
Fortunately it ha,s been possible to restore the. text in every instance’ where

the record is defective through ago and wear.

This publication contains about one half of the first ma.nuscnpt. volume .
of the Records of the Stale of Comnecticut, and all of the first volume of the
Journal of the Council of Safety which was not pnnted in the fifteenth.

* volume of Colunial Records of Connecticut.

The jom'nul of the Governor and Council a8 distinguislx’ed from that of
the Council of Safety, is supposed to be lost. Entries of the appointment ol
two sheriffs by thm are printed on pages 81 and 153.

It is not known that the journals either of the Upper or of the Lower
House of the (wnerul Assembly for the period covered by this volume arb

m exlutence

v As the public rd(,ords of the State continued to bo kept by t.lm same
Secretary, so-they were kept in the same manner as those of the Colony had
heon. ¥V Eachi of the manuscript volumes of the Colonial records is paged con-

)




D

tinuously from its boginning to its ond, wlulo,m ‘the “State rocords each
session has its own pngmuuon In this publication T havo unt thonght it
nocossary to mdlcatu tho pages of the mnnus?‘rlpt. récord, a8 was done in

prmtmg the Colonial records. o i
i

iv 'rnsé‘.«cx._-

o
i
|
i
i
|
i
a

I havo not closely followed capitalization or &nmctuﬂuon neither dul
the Socretary do 80 in nmkmg up his records from tho originals. 1 have not
regarded it dosirable to reproduce . ubbrevmmons n every case ' where they
occurred, but have made none which was not inj the MSS." In some few

instances 1 have ventured to correct. a mis-spelled word.

In tho Appendix to this volume may be Iound tho Journals of the Con-
ventions held at Providence, at Springfigld, nnd at New Haven. The
Journals of thd Providence and of the Ne IIaven Convcnnons aro from the
Rhode Island archives, and I am not%aware that tbny have before appeared
in print. The Journal of the Spti!iéﬁeld (‘onvimtion is from our own -
archives. 1t had already been printed, from another .copy, in Calendar of

New York| Ifistorical Manuseripts. Revolutionary I’apcra i, 281.
|

The wholo text of this volume was transcribed for the printer by my
own hand. The index was made by Mr. James W. 'l‘h/ompson of the Secre-
tary’s office, who has also assisted in reading' the plljoof.

Hartrorn, August 1, 1394. o o t C.J. H.

i

»
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PREFACE.

This publication comprises the record of eight sessions of the General
Assembly of Connecticut, between May, 1778, and May, 1780, and contains -
the remaining hitherto unprinted portion of volume one of the manuscript
Rtecords of the State of Connecticut, with the April session of 1780 from vol-
ume two.” The records of the Council of Safety for the two years are also |
included, arranged in the same manner as in the former printed volume.

The record of the ordinary Council is not known to exist, ,

From May, 1779, the journals of the Lower House of the General
Assembly are in our archives. The journals of the Upper House are not
preserved. _ S - _ .

I suspect that sundry of the errata mentioned on page 580 may bhe
accounted for by the fact that the record is not always in the handwriting .
of Secretary Wyllys himself. , ‘ o

'l‘he'journal of the Hartford Convention, printed in the appendix, is
from the Rhode Island archives. The recommendations of the convention
were published in some of the newspapers of that time,
~ The journal of the Philadélphia Convention is from the archives of -
Massachusetts and 1 am indebted for it to the kindness of C. B. Tillinghast,
Esq., the State Librarian. 1 do not know that it has before been printed.
It _was not practicable. to-accomplish the object for which the convention -
was called. : ; ‘ : ‘ :

My. attention has heen drawn to the following resolution found in our
archives, Revolutionary War, wviii, doc. 242, which, though regularly passed
"y in the latter part of October session, 1777, as appears by the memoranda of
the Secretary and of the clerk of the Lower House subjoined to it, for some
reason not clearly apparent, was not entered on the record. It does not
sectn o have heen repealed.  The resolution is in the handwriting of Roger
Sherman, and is endorsed :

Il granting .Lil;erly to Sandemanian Disciples to abide in this State upon

Parol or depart with their Families,

Octe. 1777.
p. u. h 80 p m,

p.-Lh /]

Whereas it appoears to this Assembly that Daniel”Humphrys, Titus
Smith, Richard Woodhull, Thomas Gould, Josoph - Pynchoeon, Theophilus

-




iv _ P _PREFACE.

Chamberlain, Bonjamin Smith and William Richmond, disciples of the late
Robert Sandeman, residing in New Haven, have imbibed an opinion that
they owe nllegianee to the King of Great Britain, and that they are hound in
conscionco to yiold obedience to his authority, and have signified their desire
if they may not continue at New Haven to remove to some place under the
dominion of said King: :

Resolved by this Assembly, ~'That the suid persons and each of them may
be at liberty to continue in this State upon giving their purole of honor, that
they will not do anything injurious to- this State or the United States of
Awmerien, o give any intelligence, aid or assistance to the British officers or
forces nt war with this and the other United States, or if they decline giving
such parole, they with their families, household goods, apparel, and provisions
suflicient for their pussage, may remove o any place subject to the govern:
ment of the King of Great Britain, of to New York, now occupied by the
said King's troops.  Except the daughter of the said Richard Woodhul who
is heiress to a considerable real estate in said New Haven descended to her
from her mother deceased, who.shall not be removed therefrom, but she and -
her -estato shall be under the care and guardianship of William Greenough,
Esqy', of suid New Haven, during her minority. '

" Puss'd i the Upper House.  Test. GEORGE WYLLYS, Sectr.
Concurred in the Lower House.  Zeat. BENJA. PAYNE, Clerk:

CThe faet that gt is not recorded was not noticed in time to refer to
this resolve in the Tormer printed volume which covered the vear 1777,
i one or two instances, as on pages 395 and 399, 1 have beenwhle to
supplement the record from other sources. '

Hawrronn, Auguist 30, 1805, ) s ¢J.
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VOLUME III. OF THE STATE RECORDS.

" The production of this volume in the series edlted by the State
Librarian, Charles J. Hoadly, was mterrupted by his death on
October 18, 1900. He had nearly the whole in type; but the work
was not carried forward by his ‘successor, and remainéd as it was
until last year, when it was completed at the cost of his brother,
George E. Hoadley, the type being reset and a gap recopied. The
work has been overseen and the index compiled by Forrest. Morgan
of the Connecticut Historical Society. '

‘
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PREFACE
" This volume continues the publication of early State Records begun
in 1894 under the editorship of the late Charles J. Hoadly. Two volumes,
covering the period from November, 1776, through April, |1780, were
published during his lifetime, an R third, partially prepared [py him and
completed after his death by Fbrrest Morgan and published at the ex-
pense of Mr. Hoadly's brother, sorge E. Hoadly, was published in
1922, bringing down to the en the year 1781 the printed Records
of the General Assembly and thd Journal of the Council ofj.Safetyl In
1937 the General Assembly, by ecial/A,ct‘596, appropria"tfedv the sum
of $2,000 to the State Library € mriittee to continue thd publication
of these two sets of public records from the point at which the earlier
volumes ended. A further Act of 1941 insured the continuation of the
work. o . '
From the start the new project was supervised by Professor George
‘M. Dutcher, State Historian,. acting under the direction of the State.
Library Committee. le oversaw the microfilming, Iphotostating, and
typing of several volumes of the original manuscript records and then,
upon his resignation as State Historian in the summer of 1941, turned
over to his successor the task of preparing the typescript for the printer
and seeing the work through the press. ‘ '
The volume herewith presented contains the State Records (con-
stituting the proceedings of the General Assembly) during the three
sessions of the year 1782 and the Journal of the Council of Safety for
“tlie same year. The material-is found in Volume II of the manuscript
Public Records of the State of Connecticut and in the last part of
Volume 11 and the f{rst part of Volume IV of the manuscript Journal
of the Council of Safety, all in the State Library at Hartford. As in
the carlier published/ volumes, the record of each session of the General
“Assembly is followkd by the section of the Journal covering micetings
of the Council of Safety up. to the next session of the Assembly. In
preparing the manuscript for the press, it has been the editor's policy
to allow as few departures from the form of the original as possible,
consistent with sound typographical practice and certain precedents
established in carlier volumes in this series. The absence of an index
will be noticed. Volume V, covering the year 1783, is now in an ad-
vanced stage of preparation and will be published during the first half
of 1943, It will coitain an index to both volumes, thereby simplifying

i
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somewhat the task of investigators, who somectimes feel burdened by the
necessity of consulting individual indexes for each volume in a lengthy
|

series, :

The editor is conscious of the large part of the work done by other
hands than his own and is deeply grateful to all thpse who have assisted.
The lJaborious task of reducing to typescript the often difficult hand-
writing of the originals. was carried through by Miss Ruth L. Lind,

Miss Madelyn Sullivan (now Mrs. Brown), and
Sullivan. Dr. Benjamin Keen, assistant to the

Miss Margucrite Ann
State Historian, and

Mr. Treat Clark Hull checked the typescript agdinst the photostats of
the originals for final accuracy. Dr. Keen and M Richard P. Williams
assisted in the proofreading. Above all, the editor owes a heavy obliga-

thn to Mr. James Brewster, State Librarian, and

to Professor Dutcher,

without whose friendly cooperation the volume could not readily have

been brought to completion.

LeEqNARD W. L.ABAREE,

New Haven, Conn.

State Historian
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v LIST OF ACTS

An Act iu_Addi(iou to the Law of This State Eutitled An Act for
Preventing and Removing Nuisances in Creeks, Rivers, and

Other Water Courses..... e
An Act to Repeal i Law of This State Passed in October 1777
Entituled An Act in"Addition to a Law of This State Entituled
An Act ta Prevent the Obstruction of tHe Course of the Fish
up the River Paukattuck. .. R
An Act Directing Certain Duties or Services to be Performed by
the Delegates in Congress from This State
An Act for Empowering and Enabling the Committee of Pay
‘Table More Effectually to Regulate the Public Accounts and
Producg a Speedy Settlement of All Qutstanding Debts to
This State ceenens
An Act for Repealing Several Laws of This State
An Act in Alteration of an Act Entituled, An Act for Regulating
and Orderly Celebrating of Marriage, and for Preventing and
Punishing Incestuous and Other Unlawful Marriages
An Act in Addition to an Act Entituled An Act for the Settlemient
of Testate and Intestate Estates. ... onvn
An Act for the Amendment of the Law Entituled An Act for
1 aying an lxcise on Sundry Articles of Consumption within
This State
An Act in Addition to and Alteration
for Relieving and Ordering of Idiots, Impotent, Distracted, and
Tdle Persons. «oveeeeesrenaneassesssasosss
An Act in Addition to and Alteration of an Act Entituled An Ac
for Ordering and Regulating Fields and Fences
An Act for Regulating and Well Ordering the Fishery at
-~ Mouth of Connecticut River
An Act in Addition to a Law Entituled An Act for Collecting :
’aying Rates or Taxes
An Act for the Punishinent of Burglary and
\n Act for the Punishment of Horse Stealing
An Act for Laying a ‘Tax on Shipping for Repairing and Main-
taining the Light House near the Port of New London
An Act for the Regulation of Navigation

‘An Act to Promote the Making of Raw Silk within This State. ..

An Act for Laying a Tax on Shipping for Repairing and Main-,
taining the Light House near the Port of New London

An Act for Incorporating a Part of the Town of New Haven.. ..

An Act for Incorporating a Part of the Town of New London..

“An Act Empowering the Delegates of This State to Make a
Cession of Unlocated lLands on the Western Part of the State
to the United States far Their Common Benefit

An Act for Confirming the Laws of This State as Revised and
Amended and for Repealing Such as Are Not Contained in the

. Foregoing Code...oovvees
An Act for Regulating the A

v ~vy s Lo Y7
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vi LIST OF ACTS

and Imposts on Certain Goods and Merchandises Imported into
‘This State to be Applied in Payment of the Debts of the United
¥ States Contracted for the Supporting the Iate War in Com-
pliance with a Resolution of Congress of the 18th of April 1783

An Act in Addition to ahd in Alteration of a Law of This State
Entitled an Act for Levying and Collecting a Duty on Certain
Articles of Goods, Wares, and Merchandise Imported into this
State by Land or Water. ...

An Act in Addition to an Act Lntitled An Act for the Regulation
of Navigation............. ‘

An Act in Addition to an Act Entitled An Act for the Regulation
of Navigation .

An Act in Hurther Addition to and Alteration of an Act Entitled
An Act for the Better Establishing and, Confirmation of the
Titles of Land, &c., Made and Passed on October 1723

An Act in Alteration of an Act Entitled An Act for the Direction
of Listers in Their Office and Duty

_An Act in Addition to a Law Entitled, An Act for Stating, Limit-
ing, and Naming the Counties in This State




il INTRODUCTION
ford, Middletown, and Norwich (pp. 257, 207, 343, 354, 3o4). The
freemen of cach city were allowed to elect all their local municipal
officers annually, except the mayor, who, once elected, was to hold ofhee
during the pleasure of the Assembly. Each city was also provided with
"\ city court of limited civil jurisdiction, and a common council, which
received certain powers in the control of local atfairs.

Faced with the necéssity of regulating its reopened external com-
merce, Connecticut passed an act of navigation (p. 254), a number of
tariff measures, and a bill creatinig New Haven and New London free
ports of a.limited sort (p. 325). The Assembly also agreed to permit
the collection of certain duties on imports for the benefit of the central
government (p. 320). This measure was passed upon the recommenda-
tion of Congress and was contingent upon the passage by the other
states 'of similar acts. But several states refused to cooperate and the
project fell through. Congress remained dependent for funds upon
the inadequate requisition system.

‘The problem of finance was almost hopelessly complicated, in Con-
necticut as elsewhere in the new nation, by the disastrous depreciation
of the paper money. References to this depreciation abound throughout
the present volume, testifying to the evils attending a general monctary
inflation. The financial situation of the state was made more diflicult
by the direct effects of the war. Several towns, especially New Londoun,
Groton, Fairfield, New Haven, Norwalk, and others along the Sound,
as well as a few communities further inland, had been burned or pil-
laged by British raiding parties. As late as 1784 the inhabitants of these
towns were still petitioning the Assembly for the abatement of their
state taxes on the ground that they had not yet recovered from the
eifects of enemy attacks. To such appeals the Assembly lent most
sympathetic ears.

At the very beginning of the period covered by this volume Connecti-
cut suffered a heavy disappointment at the hands of the central gowern-
ment. Under her “sea-to-sea” charter she claimed title and jurisdiction
over a strip of land running straight across what is now Pennsylvania
and on to the Mississippi River, which the Treaty of Paris had fixed
as the western boundary of the United States. From well before the
Itevolution settlers had occupied eastern portions of that strip under

- urants from Connecticut proprictors. In 1775 the Assembly had created
the region a county by the name of Westmoreland, and throughowt
the Revolution its representatives had sat in the Connecticut legislature.
Pennsylvania contested Connecticut’s claim to the land inside her own
western boundary, and in 1782 the question was adjudicated by a com-
mission appointed by Congress. Now, shurtly after the convening of
the Assembly in January, 1783, word reached Hartford that Penn-
sylvania had won the case and, in the words written at the end of the
Assembly attendance lists of that session (p. 11), the Connecticut county
of Westmoreland was .

Annihilated and out of Sight;—
1f what the Court have done, 1s right.
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Connecticut ypon the Marquis de Lafayette and his youny son in grate-
ful recognition of the Frenchman's “distinterested attachment to the
Libertics of Mankind” (p. 439). One of several pension cases which
should have a specially poignant appeal to readers in 1943, when the
people of America are once again being made aware of their deep
obligation to those disabled in the cause of freedom, is that of William

Burrows. A soldier in the army, he had been wounded in the knee. -

He was discharged from service and after a long illness had been forced
to submit to an amputation at the thigh. Burrows now asked for the
anment of his medical expenses and, since he was “disabled from any
usiness,” for some provision for his support. The Assembly ordered
the payment of his doctor’s bills and then,|with a truly Spartan gen-
erosity, voted himn a pension of thirty shillings a month for a term
of two years (p. 458). Rather more satisfactory, both to the titioner
and to the sensibilities of the reader, was the outcome of the Reverend
Benajah Phelps's memorial. He was what might be called a Loyalist
in reverse. The sufferings and losses of the American Tories are fa-
miliar; many entries in this volume add details to the general story.
But the ekperiences of Phelps had an opposite origin. A native of
Connecticut, he had migrated to Nova Scotia in 1766 and there during
the Revolution he had suffered loss of property and exile for his staunch
loyalty to the colonial cause. Now, in just the same way that the Tory
Loyalists were petitioning Parliament for help, Phelps asked the Con-
necticut Assembly to grant him/relief in view of the losses his faithful-
ness had cost him. Appropriately, the Assembly made him a grant
from among the confiscated estates of the Connecticut Tories (p. 474).
As in earlier volumes, a large share of the record is taken up with
the memorials and ‘)etitions of individual towns and persons. They
sought the Assembly’s sanction on a great variety of matters: the hold-
ing of a lottery to rebuild a church or bridge, the relocation of a high-
way, the scparation of part of a church membership from the rest
because of dissatisfaction with the minister’s theology, the sale of some
of the real estate of a minor orphan to meet the expenses of his main-
tenance, the forgiveness of a defaulted bond, the issuance of a new
certificate of public indebtedness when the old one had been lost or
chewed up by the hogs. These and a host of similar matters occupied

<

the time of the Assembly to an almost unbelievable degree. But the

very fact that the Assembly was willing to give its attention to such
local and private concerns is evidence that in the Connecticut of the
1780s the government was yery close to the people. For all the con-
scrvatism of its political framework, and in spite of the ravages of a
long and costly war for independence, Connecticut’s traditional system
of self-government contained the clements necessary for continued
vitality and health. ' .-

» * * L * »

The material printed in this volume includes the last 54 pages of
Volume II and the first 261 pages of Volume III of the manuscript
State Records of Connecticut, and the last 62 pages of the fourth and

[y
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At its October session, 1787, the Assembly provided for elections to a
State Ratifying Convestion, each town to bq represented by the same
number of delegates as it was entitled to send Yo the Assembly (p. 355).
The Ratifying Convention met in Hartford on Thursday, January 3,
1788, and after full discussion voted on the following Wednesday, Janu-
ary 9, to ratify the Constitution. The “grand question” passed by a
vote of 128 to 40, or better than 3 to 1. Such opposition as appeared
came chiefly from rural towns in New Haven County and from country
communities in the northern, northwestern, and northeastern parts of
the State.* | No official record of the debates or proceedings at the Con-
vention is known to have been made. Some of the newspapers of the
State, however, ,printed reports of some of the sessions with long para-
phrases of the principal speeches. A few of the speeches were also repro-
duced in other publications soon afterwards. From these sources, in the
absence of any official record, the editor of this volume has put together
as complete a report as possible of the proceedings of the Ratifying Con-
vention, one of the most momentous gatherings in the history of Connecti-
cut. Itappears as an appendix to the official Records of the State (below,
pp. 548-73).

That the period brought to a close by these events was indeed a “critical
period,” is well illustrated in the Connecticut records here printed. Dur-
ing much of the time business obviously was at a low ebb. Even a casual
reader will notice the very large number of insolvency cases and the many
petitions from men and women seeking release, even temporarily, from

- debtor’s prison. Inflation of the currency, decline of public and private
credit, interstate barriers to trade, and other consequences of the recent
war and of an inadequate central government had done their work.

. When in October, 1786, the Connecticut Assembly refused point blank to
comply with the financial requisition of Congress (p. 232) it was reflect-
ing both a business condition and a public attitude toward the govern-
ment at large that was common throughout the States. Under the pres-

. sure of economic distress the debtor classes everywhere, and especially in

parts of New England, sought to gain relief through control of their

State governments. They succeeded in Rhode Island where they forced

through a legal-tender act and other measures of an inflationary or radical
nature. In Massachusetts they were defeated, whereupon some of the
more desperate among them adopted a course of direct action. Shays'

Rebellion, as the uprising of 1786-87 in western Massachusetts was called,

was put down by the use of armed force, but not before it had caused
considerable alarm among the more conservative inhabitants of all the
northeastern states. In Congecticut, reports of an insurgent movement
organized secretly at Sharon among sympathizers of the Massachusetts

“rebels” met with prompt and decisive action by the Assembly (p. 294).

The ringleaders were arrested and the conspiracy was brokenup.  Yet

because the State Records show in general only the positive accomplish-
ments of the Legislature, this volume does not reflect fully the vigorous
* () (3. Ly, The (eographical Distribution of the Vote of the Thirteen States on the Federal

Conetitution. 187-8 (Madison, Wise., 1804). prnts & map which slions graplically the centers of
opposition to and suppurt of the Ceonstaitution,
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ing an older town or by combining outlying portions of two or more
adjacent towns into a new political entity. During the nine sessions of
the Assembly covered in this volume, no less than twenty towns were
incorporated. They were: Benlin, East Haven, Bristol, and Thompson*
in 1785; Lisbon, Hamden, Brooklyn, Franklin, Warren, Ellington, Boz-
rah, Granby, North Haven, Montville, and Hampton in 1786; South-
bury, Bethlehem (or Bethlem as it was called), and Weston in 1787;
Brookfield in 1788; and Huntington (now Shelton) in the January ses-
sion of 1789. In many cases the division of towns was along the lines of
parish or ccclesiastict-society boundaries, yith one or perhaps two out-
lying societies of an older town forming the basis of the new town. Thus
the place which the church society held in the evolution of local gov-
ernment. in Connecticut can be clearly seen. And the process of that
evolution was not completed, for the records show, in addition to the
incorporation of new towns, the simultaneous creation of new societies
in various localities, as the dispersions and regroupings of population
continued.

In connection with its wider interests the State also took some sig-
nificant steps during these years. The “sea-to-sea” Charter of 1662
gave Connecticut a claim to a strip of land running westward through
regions later claimed by other colonies or states. So far as New York
was concerned the issue had been settled quite early in the Colonial
Period. The dispute with Pennsylvania (as far west as the western
boundary of that State) had been settled in favor of the Quaker State in
1783 by a Congressional adjudication under the provisions of the Articles
of Confederation.f Beyond the established western line of Pennsyl-
-vania, Connecticut still asserted her right to a strip as wide as her own
greatest width running to the Mississippi River, the farthest boundary
of the United States. Other states, notably Virginia, had surrendered
to the Federal Government their claims to the lands north and northwest
of the Ohio River, and pressure was now being brought to bear upon
Connecticut to do the same, in order that Congress might provide for the
settlement and government of the region. After negotiations on the
terms of cession stretching over more than two years, the Connecticut
Assembly authorized its delegates in Congress, in May, 1786, to surrender
to the United States all “right, title, interest, jurisdiction, and claim” of
the State to its western lands, with the exception of a tract running from
the Pennsylvania line for 120 miles west (p. 171). In the next Assembly
the State began to, take steps for selling to private individuals the lands
in its Western Reserve (p. 237). It was only in 1795, well beyond the
close of this volume, that Connecticut disposed of all its lands in the
Reserve and only in 1800 that it finally surrendered jurisdiction over the
Western Reserve to the United States. The ambitions of the State for
a colonial region of its own died slowly.

Apart from some of these issues of fairly general concern, readers of

® The act of incorporation of Thompson was om‘tted from its proper place in the records. It
has been supplied at the end of the record of the May 1783 session (below, p. 80) frum the

orizin-l document in the Connecticut Archives.
Bee The Public Records of the State of Connecticut, V, 11 note.

\
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two husbands were granted divorces merely on ‘rather general grounds
of the unconjugal behavior of their wives (pp. 206, 335). Even
though these charges included accusations of threats or attempts upon the
husbands’ lives, they certainly did not come within the grounds upon
which the Superior Court was allowed to grant divorces. The evidence
of comparative liberalism which the Assembly gave by its treatment
of these cases shouldvhelp to correct the sti]l somewhat false idea which
many people have of eighteenth-century puritanism. Even though senti-
ment in Connecticut could still support an act forbidding billiards as a
danger to the moral health of the people, the Assembly was prepared to
take a much more tolerant and even “modern” stand on such an import-
ant question as divorce. Items such as these suggest the wisdom of
avoiding sweeping generalizations in writing about social attitudes in
eighteenth-century Connecticut.
| . * * * » *

The records of the Assembly printed in this volume consist of pages
263-527 of Volume III and pages 1-146 of Volume IV of the manuscript
State Records of Connecticut. There are also printed the first 35 pages
of a new manuscript volume called “Book of Records of the Resolves &
other Doings of the Governor & Council of the State of Connecticut
begun in May Session A.D. 1785.” The latter are records of various
executive actions taken by the Governor and Council and, although they
deal with very different matters, they may be said to take the place of
the records of the Council of Safety, the printing of which was brought
to a conclusion in Volume V of this series.

It may be worth while to point out just what the “State Records” are
and are not. In brief, they are the records of the positive actions of the
General Assembly at each session. They are in no sense a journal of the
day-by-day proceedings of either house of the legislature; much less are
they reports of debates before a deliberative body. The journal of the
‘Lower House is in manuscript in the State Library in Hartford; no
legislative journal of the Upper House is known to exist for this period.
There were no official reports, stenographic or otherwise, of the debates
and speeches. At about this time, however, the newspapers of the State
began to adopt fairly regularly a practise—only occasionally indulged in
before—of printing their own reports of speeches and debates, either
condensed and paraphrased, or ostensibly reproduced in ful. In many
cases a report printed in one paper was reprinted without change within
a week or so in some of the other papers of the State. The editor has
examined the files of four leading newspapers of the period, the Con-
necticut Courant (Hartford), The Connecticut Journal (New Haven),
the New Haven Gasette (later the New Haven Gaczette and Connecticut
Magasine), and the Comnecticut Gagette (New London), and has indi-
cated by appropriate footnotes what speeches, debates, or proceedings are
reported in these papers. -

Attention should also be called to another body of supplementary mate-
rial. The papers of the Assembly, consisting of petitions, memorials,
reports of committees, etc., were all—theoretically at least—preserved.
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of the submission to the States for ratification of a set of proposed Amend-
ments to the Constitution. It will be readily recalled that in ratifying the
Constitution a number of the States proposed limiting or clarifying amend-
ments. Out of the welter of suggestions submitted by the States or intro-
duced into Congress by individual members, twelve articles passed both
houses and were sent to the States in the fall of 1789.* The first of these
proposed a fixed system for determining the apportionment of representa-
tion in the House of Representatives; the second would have lxmnteq the
power of Congress to alter the compensation of its members. Neither
of these suggested amendments ever received the approval of the neces-
sary three-fourths of the State legislatures. The remaining ten proposed
articles were ratified and became a part of the Constitution. They are
now known as the Bill of Rights and as such have an honored place in the
record of American constitutional freedom. But in their adoption as part
of the Fundamental Law of the United States, Connecticut, unfortu-
nately, can claim no share. )

Governor Huntington received the official text of the twelve proposed
amendments and submitted the document to the General Assembly for
consideration at the October session, 1789.} The lower hoyse agreed
to approve all except the second of the proposed articles, but the Council
- voted to postpone action until the following session. In May 1790 the
Representatives again passed a bill in favor of Articles III-XII of the
proposals. To this measure the Council formally dissented but passed
a bill of its own ratifying all twelve amendments. The lower house in
turn rejected this measure. In October 1790 the House took up the
question once more but this time rejected all twelve proposals and con-
curred with the Council in a vote to postpone further action until May
1791. There is no evidence that either house discussed the matter again.
When Virginia acted favorably on Articles I11-XII in December 1791,
thereby completing the necessary number of ratifications, the issue was
closed. Further action by Connecticut would have been superfluous. )

It is a curious fact that, although each house of the Connecticut legis-
lative body at one time, or another went on record in favor of at least
ten of the proposed amendments, they never got together to ratify any of
them. The probable explanation is that the conservative leaders of the
State could not summon enough enthusiasm to work effectively for the

amendments. Some Connecticut representatives in Congress, notably

. eneral lustory of the proposal and ratification of Constitutional amend-
mcn(t)snthttesfandard autho)rit}' is Herman V. Ames, “The Proposed Ameqdment.s' to
the Constitution of the United States during the First Century of Its History,” in
Annual Report of the American Historical '.A_.ssocxatlop for the year 1896, vol. I1
(Washington, 1897). Ames lists 297 propositions presented for Congressional con-
sideration during the first six months of its existence. ol stud w

ccount whi lows is summarized from the most careful study yet ma
oi:hz}‘:u;jed: m ‘l-(;.l LeDuc, Connecticut and the First Ten Amendments to the
Federal Constitwtion. Senate Doc. no. 96, 75th Cong., 1st Sess. (Washmgtop,
1937). See also MS. Journal of the House gf chrescmztjves (Secretary of State’s
Office. Hartford), Oct. 27, 28, 1789; May 17, 1§, 21, 24, 25, Oct. 15, 21, 1790.
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Roger Sherman, actively opposed a number of the proposals.* He, to-
gether with Benjamin Huntington and Jeremiah Wadsworth, seems to
have objected to any measures which would have formally restricted the
Congress or the State legislatures in the exercise of authority. Probably
the attitude of these men reflected in some degree the views of their asso-
ciates among the ruling class back home. The political leaders of the

more liberal-minded citizens in other States. The men of Connecticut
seemed willing to let well enough alone,

The General Assembly, however, proved quick to take action when
there was actual Federal interference with its own prerogatives, as an
incident in the session of May 1792 clearly shows (pp. 396-97). A cer-
tain Josiah Huntington, who had business with the legislature but who
feared imprisonment for debt, asked for and received immunity from
arrest, as many others in like situations did, until his petition should be
acted upon. In spite of his certificate of protection, a deputy United States ,

" marshall seized him on a writ of execution from a Federal court and, in

the absence of any Federal house of detention, handed him over to the
keeper of the Hartford county jail for custody. When the Assembly
heard of this defiance of its authority it issued a writ of habeas corpus
ordering the prisoner to be brought before it. Upon learning why Hunt-
ington was detained, the legislature ordered his immediate release, The
General Assembly would recognize no other jurisdiction in a matter where
its own authority was involved.

During these years the Assembly gave attention to two other topics
involving the interests and activities of its citizens beyond the territorial
boundaries of the State. One matter dated back in origin to events dur-
ing the Revolution ; the other was the outgrowth of a new religious awak-
ening that was just beginning to take place. Although Connecticut was
the scene of relatively little fighting and of no major campaigns in the war,
several of its towns, especially some of those on or near the coast, had
suffered from destructive British raids, People who had lost their houses
or other property in these attacks had long been asking for some sort of
compensation, and the Assembly felt the obligation to do something for
them. The State had no money it could pay out in cash awards, but it
did have one available resource : large quantities of unoccupied lands in
that part of the Northwest Territory to which it had not surrendered title
when it ceded its other western claims to Congress in 1786. An obvious
solution of the problem, therefore, was to grant the victims of British
depredations or their heirs the right to a share of land in the Western
Reserve, to each one in proportion to his losses at enemy hands. The
Assembly set up a committee in December 1790 to establish the mone
value of each claimant’s uncompensated loss, and in May 1792 voted
to grant the “sufferers” as a group half a million acres in what are now
Erie and Huron counties in Ohio. The long list of some 1870 names,

* LeDuc, Connecticut ond the First Ten Amendments, pp. 4-5.
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did want to sell its birthright of indepkndence if it could help it. At
last, the wise and patient efforts of such men as President Ezra Stiles and
James. Hillhouse, Congressman and treasurer of the college, bore fruit
in an arrangement which gave the New Haven institution the necessary
financial help and gave the State some, but not too much, representation
on the governing body of the college (p. 392). Thus, in regard to three
such different matters as freedom of residence, the recognition and en-
couragement of the medical profession, and the support of the college,
Connecticut was slowly giving up the patterns of the past and moving
towards a freer, more liberal future. ) )

The many references in this volume to lotteries sanctioned by the State
suggests that Connecticut, in common with her sister states, took a very
different attitude on this question of public_policy in the late eighteenth
century from that which officially prevails in the mid-twentieth. - Again
and again the legislature granted permission to local bodies or to groups
of citizens to raise money by means of lotteries. In purpose these projects
ranged from such matters of public benefit as the building of a highway
bridge to such essentially private concerns as the financing of a new factory.
It would almost seem as if the standard recourse of any one seeking to
raise funds was to ask permission to hold a lottery and as if the legislature
had no hesitation in granting these requests. In fact, however, Connecti-
cut had not gone quite so lottery-wild as the record seems to suggest.
Perhaps the act of May 1791 forbidding the traffic within Cannecticut
in lottery tickets issued in any other state (p. 257) was enacted chiefly
‘as a means of protecting home industry, but it also does suggest some
attempt to curb the free expression of the gambling spirit. What is more
important is the evidence of the Journal of the House of Representatives
which shows that the Assembly rejected just about as many requests for
lotteries as it granted. Only selected applicants, representing what seemed
to the authorities the most worthy and deserving enterprises, received
official sanction for their proposals. And as the newspapers and other
sources make clear, many of these ultimately proved unsuccessfyl An
application to the legislature for a lottery was by no means certain to win
approval, or, if granted, to produce the hoped-for income.

In the economic life of the State the most important development of
these years was the establishment of Connecticut’s first banks. At the
beginning of 1792 there were only five incorporated banks in the country,
the most recent of which was the Bank of the United States created by
act of Congress the year before. The month of February 1792 saw meet-
ings in three Connecticut cities, Hartford, New London, and New Haven,
at which interested and influential citizens laid plans for the foundation

“of banks in their own communities. The Hartford and New London
groups received their charters from the Assembly in the following May
(pp. 384, 388) and opened for business soon after. The New Haven Bank
was incorporated in October of the same year (p. 491) but did not begin
regular operations until early in 1796. It is satisfving to add that all three
banks have continued in existence ever since. They are now, of course,
among the most venerable institutions of their kind in the nation,
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If the estabishment of banks may be taken as a sign of t... strengthening of
Connecticut’s financial basis and the increasing maturity of its commercial
life, there are, on the other hand, some evidences that all was not well with
the economic condition of many individual inhabitants during these years.
It has been the almost unanimous statement of American historians deal-
ing with this period that the years immediately following the Revolution
were years of economic depression and financial distress, but that about

- the time the new Constitution was being drafted and adopted (that is

about 1787-89) business picked up remarkably and the new government
came into being almost simultaneously with a return of general pros-
perity. In the light of this thesis some of the records which follow offer
rather puzzling reading. Even a somewhat cursory turning of the pages
of this volume will bring to notice the very large number of items in-
volving debtors who, unable to meet their obligations, had either been
thrown into prison under the harsh laws which still existed, or who
feared arrest, or who frankly declared themselves insolvent. It was com-
mon practice for hard-pressed men who wished to bring petitions to the
Assembly to ask for and recejve protection from arrest until they could
transact their business; every Assembly session made many such grants
of immunity. It was also necessary, in the absence of any general bank-
ruptcy act, for an individual who knew he could not meet his obligations
to apply to the State legislature for a special act of insolvency. Under it
he surrendered his assets to trustees or commissioners for equitable dis-
tribution among his creditors and thereby gained permanent exemption
f;-]om arrest for debts contracted before the effective date specified in
the act. : ‘

While the numbers of protections from arrest for debt and special in-
solvencies are not a perfect barometer of business conditions, one might
expect that both would tend to g0 up or down in rough accordance with
the general state of business. If the economic life of Connecticut was on
the mend from about 1787 on, one would look to see a decrease in the
number of debtors’ cases coming before the Assembly. What actually
happened is shown in the following table drawn from the official records
and covering a ten-year period from the close of hostilities in the Revolu-
tion to the final session of the Assembly recorded in this volume :

Freedoms from Imprisonment Acts of Net Total
or Arrest for Debt (Initial, Insolvency  ( Excluding
Year or Renewed from Previous V. ear) Granted  Duplications)

1783 5 1 6
1784 5 0 5
1785 8 1 8
1786 13 1 13
1787 19 7 22
1788 16 3 18
1789 15 4 19
1790 2 5 25
1791 13 13 25
1792 13 21 31
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" Lotteries and Divorces, 1st Series, Vol. 1.
Militia, 3rd. Scfic.f.éc}j’ols.\.fl-{‘1.3
Miscellaneous, 1st Series, Vol. 3.
Rcﬁ?utio;? ulst Series, Vol. 37; 2nd Series, Vols. 5, 15, 25, 30, 41,
51, 54, 55; 3rd Series, Vols. 1-6. )
* Susquehannah Settlers; Western Lands, 1st Series, Vol. 1; 2nd
Series, Vol. 1. .
Towns and Lands, 1st Series Vol. 10; 2nd Series, Vpls. 1-5.
Trade and Maritime Affairs, 1st Series, Vol. 2; 2nd Series, Vols. 1, 2.

Travel, 2nd Series, Vols. 1-7, 13.

¢ manuscript record way through the session of May 1790 was
tra?s‘cn’bed by Lgargueﬁtcpzrt:n Sullivan. The remainder of the text was
transcribed by Catherine Fennelly, Ph.D., assistant to the State Historian,
In addition, Miss Fennelly conducted the examination of the newspaper
files, gathered a large part of the other material for the footnotes, and
carried the principal burden of constructing the index. Throughout the
preparation of the volume the State Librarian, James Brewster, and
members of his staff have been most helpful and cooperative., To them the

editor is deeply grateful. L.W.L.

-

STATE OF CONNECTICUT

AT A GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF CoNNECTICUT 1N AMERICA
HOLDEN AT HARTFORD IN sAID STATE oN THE SECOND THURSDAY
OF May, BEING THE l4tH DAY OF samp MonTH, AxD CoNTINUED
BY ADJOURNMENTS UNTIL THE SIXTH Day oF JUNE NEXT FOLLOW-
ING ANNo Dowm 1789 * :

Present at the Opening of the Assembly

His Excellency Samuel Huntington Esquire Governor :
The Honorable Oliver Wolcott Esquire Lieut Governor.

William Williams . Esqr]
Andrew Adams - Esqr
Joseph Platt Cook r
Stephen Mix Mitchell Esqr

William Hillhouse Esqr} Assistants
Erastus Wolcott Esqr
John Treadwell Esqr
John Chester Esqr]

Representatives or Deputies of the Freemen of the several Town iy, the
State who attended this Assembly are as follow,

vz,

............ » Capt Jonathan Bull, for Hartford

Colo Gad Stanley, Genl Selah Hart, for Berlin

Capt Simeon Hart, ............ , for Bristol

Mr Ashbel Pitkin, Colo Jonathan Wells, for East Hartford
Colo Lenuel Stoughton, Capt Roswell Grant, for East W indsor
............ » Mr Isaac Kibbee, For Enfield )

Majr William Judd, Colo Noadiah Hooker, for Farmington
Capt Joseph Mosely, Colo Howell Woodbridge, for Glastonbury

* None of the Connecticut newspapers carry detailed reports of debates of this

. session, although some prin?‘ notes commenting on the smal] amount of important
_business done. The manuscript Journal of the House of Representatives shows that

one or both branches of the General Assembly considered, without final affirmative

action, several questions which came up again in later sessions. Among these pro-
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N At
At a General As bly of the Séate of Connecticut, holden at New

Haven tn sai , on the first Wednesday of May, in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and Sify-siz: :

.

- THE original manuscript, of which the present volume is intended -
to be, as nearly as practicable, a reproduction, is a large folio of sev-
~enteen by eleven inches in size, containing about two hundred and
fifty pages. It was evidently written with some c;'a:re, and the chirog-
. raphy of the whole might be called, for the period, superior, more
particularly so that of Thomas Fugill, the first secretary, although-it
is more abundant in contractions and abbreviations than that of ~Rich-

e e .

Resolted, That the secretary be anthorized to-purchase for the use of the state, two
tundeed and fifty copies of the proposed publication:of the Records of the Colony of *
New Haven, prior to the union with Connecticut, transcribed and edited by Charles
J. Hoally, Esq. Pronided, that such publication shall be authenticated by the official
certifigate of the secretary, as & true copy of the original record; and provided, also,
that the expense of the same shall not exceed two dollars and fifty cents per volume.

? Resolred. That the copies 5o purchased be distributed as follows; one copy to the
town clerk of each town'in this stute, to be preserved in his office for the use of the
town; one copy to the governor, and to each of the state officers of this state; one

ard Perry or Francis N ewman, his successors.
Many years before Lthe employmeqt of the volume in this 6ountry' -

. as a Record Book for New Haven Colony, five pages of it had been

used, by Some great werchant in London, as a Day Book or Journal, - -

and it thus begins,— Laus Dgo, In London, the,6:l_1 of January,

-

.

copy to the governpr of each of the several states and territories of the United:States,

t be deposited in their severnl state libraries; one co ¥ to the library of congress; i
ope copy to the Smithsonian Institute; ope copy to each of the colleges of this state; j
twenty five copies to Mr. Alexander Vattemare for international exchange; and the
remainder of the said two hundred and fifty copies to be deposited in the office of the .
recretary, subject to the disposal of the general assembly-. - S

Anno Dominz 1608.” Who the merchant was to whom it belonged
doe§ not appear, and is unknown-; it has been a iradition_,l howéver, ,
that it was “ Governor Eatan’s Ledger,” but as Eaton was born in
1590, it would hardly seem probable that a youth of eighteen siwﬁld i
carry on busigess, both foreign and domestic, to so great an extent ag
would appear to be indicated by the entries in this book. - .
At their first settlement, though within tlie limits of tbevold Con,' )
necticut Patent, the plantations of New Haven, Guiiford and Mil-
ford, .imende{i‘ to- be, if pbssible, separate and distinet governments,
but finding themselves singly too weak, early in the épring of the year
1643, they confederated with New Haven, whith had ailready by the
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purchase and sett]emem of Stamford, Yennycock -or Southold, and
Totoket or Branford, become the most considerable in size and influ-
ence, ax;d thus was formed the Jurisdiction of New Haven.

The present volume contains the records of the Colony of New
Haven while it remained distinct, the beginning of the records of the’
Jurisdiction, and the records of the Town or Plantation up to the
vear 1650.

.Frorr; April. 1644, to May, 1653, the records of the Jurisdiction
are lostzsave that in this volume we have the proceedings of a Court

of Magistrates, June 14th, 1646, and a Court of Election, October
27th, 1646.4 How long these records have been missing we are igno-

mg but may conjecture that they have been so for a period of about
a century. That Dr. Trumbull did not have access to them, while
mﬂecxing materials for the history of Conneéticug that is from about
1770 to 1774, is evident upon an examination of that work, and had

 their disappearance then been recent, we should suppose that there

D would have been made some reference to the fact, either by him or by
the General Alssembly in their resolution of May; 1772,

The daxee of some meetings of the Jurisdiction Courts for this
penod. eollected from the record: of the United Colomes and from
those of the town of Guilford, are inserted in-their chronolog:cal ord!er
in the form of notes. _ ' '

In & note at page 463 is found an account of some of the‘proceed-
ings of a General Court for the Jurisdi®tion, May 30th, 1649, which
is 1aken from Thompson’s History of Long Island, but I have thus
far been unable to learn the source whence the author of that work
obtained the citation. The editor has been informed that Mr. Thomp-
son’s papers afford no clue, and that it is not found in the records of
the town of Southold. L. I. Itis to be hoped that the extract may
lead to the discovery of the missing volume.

In May, 1772, perhaps at the instance of Governor Trumbull,
who, as the vencrable historian of Connecticut assures us, had a
most thorough acquaintance with the history of the colony, the Gen-

. eral Assembly passed the following resolution :
% YWhereas the firt antient Book of Records of this Colony remain-

1 mrnonucmon. ‘ v

4

_ ing in the Secretary’s oﬂioe, and the first Records of te Jurisdiction

of New Haven, in the office _Qf the Town Clerk of the Town of New '
Haven, are much worn and decayed, and by constant use in'danger of
being totally ruined, Resolved by this Assembly, that the Secretary -
be directed and he is hereby directed to procure the said Records to '
be fairly transcribed into some proper bdok or. books to be by him
procured for that purpose, and laid before this Assembly to be com-
pared and duly, authenticated for common use, to the end that the -
saxd original ancient Records may be safely preserved and used only
upon special and important occasions. The secretary is algo directed - 4
to receive into his hands and deposit i in his office the antient Book of
Records of the Jurisdiction of New Haven, now remaining in the office
of the clerk of the County, Court of New Haven County, who is also
hereby requested to deliver the same to him accordingly, that the
same may remain for publick use in the publick archives of the
‘Colony.”* .

The first volume of the Connectxcut Records was copied -and pre-
sented to the Legislature for authentication in May, 1778, bnt why the
New Haven Recordq were not then also transcnbed we are not
mformed

The authorities of the téwn of New Haven have within a few years
taken tommendable care for the preservation and safe keeping of this -
first volume of their Records by causing a copy to be made, and by
enclosing the original in a copper box. '

In executing the trust of editing these Records, accuracy has been
the chief thing aimed at, and to obtain this neither time nor labos
have been spared; every page has been carefully compared by the
editor with the original ; contractions and abbreviations have been
followed, but with regard to the use of capital letters and marks of "

* punctuation, it has not been deemed necessary strictly to adhere to the

«opy ; still, however, this liberty has been used with caution, and the
editor has not knowingly altered the sense of any. passage thereby,

* Colony Records, vol. xi, p. 105.
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preferring in all instances where such might be the case, to let the
original’ punctuation prevail. - ‘

Changes in the original arrangement of thé records have been
made xn two instances ;Jnly,_ one by placing the articles of agreement

with the .native Indian proprietors at the beginning of the volume, -
and the other by transferring a list of names recorded on page [188]

to page 140 of this volume. The paging of the original has béen

. preserved and will be found in brackets at the side of the page.

Some redundancies in the original have been printed in italics.
Where- the original has in some places becope obliterated or worn
away thta missing words, supplied by the editor, are included in
brack In other cases where words or letters ‘have' been omitted
or passages of doubtful import occur, the editor fecls obliged to charge
the fault to those who originally wrote the manuscript.

In citihg the vre’cords of the Un_ited Coloni:s, it h?.s been found
more convenient in general, to cite from the cotemporary manuscript
copy preserved in the Secretary’s office than to make use of Hazard,
since it is known that in the latter many errors occur. In citing
;I'rnmbﬁli’é history, the edition. printed at Hartford in 1797 has been

" used, and in Savage’s Winthrop, though the edition of 1853 has been

used, yet the pages of the former édition of 1825-6 ure cited. - -

- - In conelusion, the editor expresses his.thanks and aékhow]edg_es

his obligations to the General Assembly of Connecticut, by whése
Liberality the expenses of publication have been in part defrayed ; to
the Connecticut Historical Society, for their encouragement of the
work ; to the late Town Clerk, Alfred Terry, Esq., and to the Select-
men of New Haven, for the readiness and c;)urtesy with which they

‘afforded every facility requésted for the accomplishment of the same ;
. o' Henry White, Esquire, for many valuable suggestions and other

important aid, which his very extensive and accurate information
regarding the early history of New Haven enabled him to furnish ;
to Hon. Francis De Wi, Secretary of the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts, and to E. B. O'Callaghan, Esq., M. D., of Albany, for copies
of documents remaining in the archives of their respective States; to
Ralph_ ‘D. Smith, Esq., of Guilford, Henry Onderdonk, Jr., Esq., of

g
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Jamaics, L. I, and Rev. E. Whitaker, of Southold, L. . 1d 10
others who in various ways have gi;'_en _the publication their counte-
nance or assistance. ) .

To Henry White, Esquire, I am indebted also for the copies and
abstracts of wills and inventories fdund, as notes; in this volume.

i Should the present volume meet with sufficient encouragement, the
editor proposes ‘to continue it, by the publication of the Records of
New Haven Jutisdiction. from May, 1658, to the union with Conn_ect-
icut in 16645, together with the New Haven code of 1656.

' - C.J H
STATE LiBRARY, HARTFQRD, |
April 14,1857. - R
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At a General Assembly of the State of Connecticut, holden at New
Haren in said State, on the first Wednesday of May, tn the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-siz:

That the secretary be authorized to purchase for the use of the state, two
hundred and fifty copies of the proposed publication of the Records of the Colony of
New Haven, prior to the union with Connecticut, transcribed and edited b{‘Charl_es
J. Hoadly, Esq. Prorided, that such publication shall be authenticated by the official
certificate of the secretary, as a true copy of the original record; and provided also,
that the expense of the same shall not exceed two dollars and fifty cents per volume.

That the copies so purchased be distributed as follows; one copy to the
town clerk of each town in this state, to be preserved in his office for the use of the
town; one copy to the governor, and to each of the state officers of this State; one
copy to the governor of each of the several states and territories of the United States,
to be deposited in their several state libraries; one copy to the library of congress;
one copy to the Smithsonian Institute; one copy.to each of the colleges of this state;
twenty-five copies to Mr. Alexander Vattemare for international exchange; and the
remainder ofthe said two hundred and fifty copies to be deposited in the office of the
secretary, subject to the disposal of the general assembly.

PREFACE.

.

THE present volume comprises all the Records of the Jurisdiction
of New Haven now known to exist, except the few entries in the
‘Records of the Colony and Plantation of New Haven,’ printed in 1857.

In the Introduction to the work just mentioned, it was stated that
the volume of Recordsyof which this is in immediate continuation, had

- many years ago disappeared ;- so long since, indeed, that no writer on

Connecticut or New England history seems to have had an opportu-
nity to consult it. Reference is made in this book to two places in the
missing volume, one as fo: 176, said to contain records of the date of
May 30th, 1649, the other, fo: 303, containing some of the date of

May 29th, 1651. The Records of the Town of New Haven, prior to ; .

the Union, are unbroken in their series, and it is from them, together .
with those of the other towns in combination, that the history of New :
Haven Jurisdiction from 1644 to 1653 is mainly to be gleaned. __J

The same care has been used to render e text strictly correct and )
reliable as in the previous volume. o

The editor has taken the liberty to omit a few passages, indicated
in notes, containing details of evidence in some criminal cases, for
which he trusts no apology is needed.

Several documents from the Files of the State have been inserted

"in their chronological order in the text. This seemed to the editor

better than to throw them into an appendix. They are printed in a
smaller type, and the places noted where the originals may be found.
The New Haven Laws are here given from the original printed '
copy belonging to the Library of the American Antiquarian Society
at Worcester, Massachusetts, which has been very kindly loaned for
that purpose. That copy is in excellent preservation,and, having his
name written upon the title page, with the date 1656, is supposed to
have belonged to John Davenport himself. As the book is of great

.rarity, and perhaps unique, & more particular description is added:-

it is a small quarto of eighty pages, though at signature G there iz a °
break in the paging, none being numbered 47 or 48—it is printed
with type of about the size generally used in the body of this volume,—
it has no running title,—the breadth of the page, exclusive of the

\
; .
|
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marginal notes, is the same with that of this work, and its length s,

: inches. _ . _

‘' ““A fair transcript of these laws is now in the Secretary’s office,
which was made by Mr. Baldwin, then librarian of the American
Antiquarian Society, at the request of the General Assembly in 1834.

The laws contained in this code were passed at various times, and

i perhaps collected and digested about 1648 or 1649, though revised
and in some degree altered in 1655, upon the perusal by Governor
Eaton of the ‘New booke of lawes in y* Massachusets colony, and
the ¢ Small booke of lawes newly come from England, w*" is said to be

pd Cottons.”; Of the latter the full title is given in the note,* and

an idea of its contents may be obtained by consulting Hutchinson’s

Coll. 161, and 1, Mass. Hist. Coll. v. 173.  Dr. Trumbull, Hist. Conn.

p. 235, edit. 1797, appears to have confounded it with another work

attributed to Cotton,} but with reason thought to be by Davenport.
The editor acknowledges renewed obligations to those gentlemen

who have rendered him assistance in various ways, in particular to

Hon. Francis DeWitt, late Secretary of the Comﬁmnwea_lth of Mas-

sachusetts, and to Mr. David Pulsifer, of Boston, for copies of docu-

ments from the files of that State, to Samuel F. Haven, Esq. of Wor-
cester, Mass., to Henry White, Esq. and others of New Haven, Ralph

D. Smith, Esq. of Guilford, and to several friends in this city.
Grateful for the favor with which his former volume was received,

the editor helieves that the one now given to the public will be found

of much greater interest and importance. * If it shall contribute to
foster a taste for the study of the original materials for our history, he
will feel that his labor has not been lost. '

StaTE LiBraARY, HARTFORD,
May 3, 1838.

o

C.J. H.

* AN ABSTRACT oF Laws and Government. Wherein as in & Mirrour may be seen
the wisdome & perfection of the Government of Christs Kingdome. Accomodable to
any State or form of Government in the world, that is not Antichristian or Tyranni-
call.  Collected and digested into the ensuing. Method, by that Godly, Grave, and
Judicious Divine, Mr. Joux Cortox, of Boston, in Newc-England, in his Life-time, and
presented to the generall Court of the Massachusets. And now published after his
death, by William Aspinwall lIsa. 33. 22. Jehorak is our Judge, Jehorah is our Law-
giver, Jehovah is our King, he will gare us. Loxpox, printed by A S. for Livesel
Ghapman, and are to be sold at the Crown in Popes-head Alley, 1655.—Small 4to.
pp- 35, with title and preface &, and analysis and errata 2. v

t A Discourse about civil government in a new plantation whose design is religion.
Written many years since by that Reverend and worthy minister of the gospel, John
Cotton, B. D. And now published by some undertakers of a mew plantation, for
general direction and information. Cambridge, printed by Samuel Green and Mar-
maduke Johnson, 1673, —Small 4to. pp. 24. Bacon's Hist. Disc. 269.

RECORDS

OF THE

JURISDICTION OF NEW HAVEN. |

[In the handwriting of Francis Newman.]

[1] AT A COURT OF ELECTION HELD AT NEWHAUEN FOR THE
JurispicTioN THE 25tk oF May, 1653.

Theophilus Eaton, Esqr, was chosen Gouernor.
M. Stephen Goodyeare was chosen Deputie Gouernor.
Francis Newman was chosen Magistrate for Newhauen.

Mr. William Fowler . .
M. John Astwood, ’ z chosen Magistrats for Millford.

Mr. William Leete was chosen Magistrate for Guilford.

Theophilus Eaton, Esqr,
“and Capt. Jn° Astwood,

Mr. Leete is chosen a third man, and Mr. Goodyeere a
fourth, in case any of the other or both should not be able to
attend the service. :

Mr. Joshua Atwater is chosen Treasurer.

Francis Newman is chosen Secretarie.

Thomas Kimberly is chosen Marshall.

All chosen for the yeare cnsuing and till new he chosen.

1

chosen Comissionrs.

o
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- Ata General Assemdly of the State of Connecticut, holden at Hartford, in

saied State, it the first Wednesduy of May, in lhc year of our Lord, une
thonsand eight hundred and forty-uing:

» Beadleod, Thatmc Secretary of State be authorized to purchase for the use of the State, two
hundred and fitty copres of a publication of the Public Records of u»é Colony of Cpnnecticut,
prof tothe union with New Haven colony, under the Charter of 1662, Provided, that such
publication shall be wmade with the approval, and under the supcrns:on of the Secretary, and
sl be aothenticated by his officsal certificate as a true and literal copy of the oviginal record
end pretued &/s0, that the expense of the sune shall not cxceed two dollars per copy ; and that
the kteral copy of the ongmal record, 1b0\e spccmcd be dcposucd with the qtcrcmr} of State,
for the use of the Mate.

Peselred, That the copics 50 purchasc«! be distributed b\ the Secretary. as follows ; one copy

10 thetown elek of mch town in Lus State. to be preserved in his office, for the use of the town
one evpy ta the Governor and to cach of the State Officers of this State ; one copy to the (‘m-
erme of cach of the veveral states and territories, of the United States; one capy to the hhnr}
of €eacress: and the remander of said two hundred and fifty copies, ta be dc,posm.d in the office

= of thr Secgetary of State. lub)ecx 10 he disposal of the General Asserbly.

CASF. TIFFANY & Co.,
NARTPORD, CONN,

~
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PREFACE. oy
Tm; early annals of a-State require no formal introduction to

‘h’\dcscendmts of its founders. “If the transcriber have well accom. -
plished the task which a love of the olden time impelled him to

. undertake, und which the liberality of the Legislaturé supplied, in

part, the means of prosecuting, no doubt can exist as tothe favorable
reception of the volume now presented to the citizens of Connecticut.
The value which may attach to it must, of course, mainly depend
upon the degree of confidence entertained in its accuracy as a * true,
full and literal copy of the original Record.” The proﬁessmns or
assurances of the transcriber, could do little to impart such confi-
dence; mnor could they give additional weight to the certificate of
official authentication, or to such internal evidence of reliability as,
it is hoped, a careful perusal of the volume may supply.

A notice of the condition and arrangement of the original records,
and of the plan adopted by the transcriber in the construction of this
“work, may not, however, be deemed inappropriate.

The first volume of -the Colony Records is in three parts, origin-
ally bound in as many separate volumes. The first of these consists

! of the records of the General and Particular Courts, commencing

‘with the session held at Newtown, rtford,) April 26th, 1636,
(bv the magistrates commissioned by Massachusetts, to  govern the
people atConnecticut,’*)-and. closing with the "December session of
the Court of ‘Magistrates, 1649. l\e\t follqwing, (separated by a

few blank pages from the Court Records ,) are the records'of Wills

* The comnission * (o severall petpons.l to 'gavem the people at Connecticutt for the space
" of a year {then] next coming,” was granted by the (ieneral Court of Massachusetts. March 3d,

“ 1635(6,)—after consultation with John Wimflrop. then lately, “ appointed govemof by certain
s : . C nnble personages and -men of quality, interested jn the mid R,’-er. which are yet in England.”
» ’ ‘ - ; The commissioners named werc Roger Ludiow Esq. William Pincheon Esq. John Sicele, Wik
liam Swaine, Henry Smith, William Phelps, William Westwoo! and Andrew Ward. See the

commission, at length, in Hazard's State Papers, Vol. 1, p.. 321,

i
{
]
i
]
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and Inventorics.  The remainder of the volume contains Grants and
Conveyanees of Lands. by towns and in ividuals, some of which are
of as recent date as 1502 ; the greater :})ill'l, Lhowever, j)n\'in" been
transcribed from the several town records, bc:twce'n 1662 athIGQO.
. These have not been included in the present publication, the propo-
sed limits of which would not admit ofxllhcir inscrtioh, and the
omission being regarded of the less importance, as copics of most of
them are’to be fuund clsewhere, and as the interest which attaches
to them is mainly local or personal.  Six pages of recognizances
:}ﬂd bonds for prosecution. of various vears. cntered at the begin-
ning of the volume, preceding the first page of the Court rcco;ds,
have likewise been omitted, in publication,

" The second volume contains the records of the General Court from
February, 1650, to October, 1669 ;—and at the other end of the

bk, separately paged, is recorded the Code of 1650, with such ad-

ditional orders < of general concernment,’
passed. by the General Coun. :

The sccond volume of the records of the Paricular Couri, or
Court of Magistrates, comprising a period of about thirteen vears
(from January, 1650, 10 June, 1663,) and including the P}obaté

» i . .
Records. long since disappeared from the. Secretary’s Office, and is
supjused to be irrecoverably last.

as were, from time to time,

The third volume, commencin#
Ju{lv, 1663, and conaining, at one end, such Wills and Alm'emoric:
as were brought for record between that date and Scpt. 16%7, was,’
S Yeurs sinee, rebound. and léttered, * ProBaTE Recorps, Vor.
IH.—Corxty Corrr.™ ‘ ,

1

In transeribing the first volume for the press, occasional changes -
=]

of its arranvemen: hinve bee SC1I¢ i
= arranzement hiave been deenied advisable, for the purpose of

preserve chronological sequence. Thus,
1634, has been transposed from the end’of the
Volue L dis prager place. preceding the record of the April Court -~
the wills and® inventorice i pri '
> H ve recorded prinr to ave bee <

g et s Teco prior 19 1644, huve been brought

% Foat e ene of the Court Records, and placed with otliers
STothe reeords of such sessions of the Goun
as were entered by the Seeretury afier others of subsequent date,
h:;_w- et restored 1--';1h'~ir proper order.

facilitating reference. aml g

the Con<titution of

subvquent!v reearged

" ! These, with other similar
clhianzes, hive been mivie with o hesitation. from the faet thae the
pazing of the onigina! has been core foliv retained, at the Bde of cach
primted page.

® Prees 2024 * Sex prte, on page 349,

e SR -
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The names of magistrates and deputies, and of jurors in the sev.
cral courts, are, in the original, recorded on the margins of the pages.
To retain this arrangement, in {he printed copy, would have been, on
many accounts, inconvenient. The names of the members of the
eourt have therefore been placed, in double columns, at the com-
mencement of cach session. :

While the orthography of the original has been preserved through-
ogt, it has pot seemed necessary to adhere as closely to the anoma.
]0;‘ punciuation, or the use of capital letters, practised by the early
recorders.  To have done so would have increased the difficulties

. of perusal and materially detracted from the interest of the volume

o the general reader. Yet the liberty taken in these particulurs

- has been, cautiously used, and in all cases where the sense of the

original could be affected by the change of position or interpolation
of a camma or period, the record has been printed precisely as orig-
inally punctuated. ' ’

The more common abbreviations employed in the work, require
no explanation.  Nor will it be necessary to inform those who are at
all conversant with old manuscripts, that a single mor n, with a cir-
cumflex or dash aubove it, (/i or i) was frequently substituted for the
double consonant ;—or thrat the same mark placed above a rowel indi.

cated the omission of the consonant, (usually m or n,) immediately .

following ; (as fr fqr from, tio for tion, at the end of a word.).
Where portions of ‘the original are wholly or in part obliterated,
the missing words (when abviously indicated by the context,) have
been supplied by the transcriber. Sﬁ:i words are, in all cases,
included in brackets. 1f the word to supplied has seemed &t all
donbtful, or if the record could possibly have admitted of a different
rcading, the portion in brackets has been italicized or is followed by
amark of interrogation. In a few inszanées, where a slip of the
recorder’s pen has occasioned an evident error in the original, the

correction has been suggested in a foot note, or indicated by en itali-

cized word, placed in brackets, with an interrogation mark.

In two instances only, slight changes havg. for obvious reasons,
been made in the lanzuage of the record.  In obe case, (on page 53,)
a few words, (in brackets.) have been substijuted. as of less excep-

tionable phrascology than the originai: indhe other, (on page 157.)

- the omission of a line is indicated by a note at the foot of the page.

Such extracts from the Records of the United Colonies as have
been occasionally introduced in the notes ang appendix. have been
made from the manuscript (cotemporary) copy preserved in the Sec-

A
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retary’s Office. Numerous errors, especially in dates and 1 b
occur in the copy of these records published in the second voiume
" of Hazard’s State- Papers,—to which publication; however, it as
in some cases been found convenient to refer, by page. )
When the publication of this volume was first proposed by the
transcriber, and at the time of securing.a legislative appropriation
-for its encouragement, an accurate copy of the original was all that
was contemplated. In the course of publication, however, the lib.
enty has been taken of introducing an occasional note, explanatory
or illustrative of the text,—and a number of intcresting historical
documents, not previously published, have been included in an Ap-
péndix. Two Indexes, of names and subjects, have zlso been pre-

pared, which, if less copious and complete than’the antiquarian or

genealogist could wish, it is hoped may in some degree facilitate
their resecarches, and aid the general reader to refer to the contents
of the volume. Fac-similes of the autographs of members of the
first Cour of Election under the Constitntion of 1639, and of Magis-
trates chosen at the Union of the Colonies, in 1665, have been pre.
pared with all possible care and accuracy,-from originals collected
in part from early files in the State Department, and in part from the

town records of Hartford, Wethersfield and Windsor. F ac-similes’

of portions of the original records, in the hand writing of each of the
secretaries® who held office prior to the Union, have-also been intro.
duced.  These additions, and the consequent increase of the cost of
publication, will account for the advance upon the original subscrip-
tion price, at which the remainder of the edition is offered to non-
subscribers.  © : e L
However imperfectly the task of the transtriber may have been
accomplished, it is hoped that succeeding Legislatures may  not
thereby b deterred from lending their aid to the prosecution of a
work, already too long delaved, of which this volume is'10 be re-

garded only as the commencement ;—that of giving to the public, in

. *Arferenceyupon the facsimile. facins paze 9,) to John Steel, as ‘Secretary’ o;’ the col.
ory. from 1636 1 1639, may require & word of cxplénauon.—as his appointment 16 that office
+ oo where mentnnd 1n U record. A comparienn of the firet pagces of the Colony Records
with the early records of Hartford and Farmunzmon. during the penod Mr. Steel was recorder of
thosc tywne, kaves 10 doulst of the sdentity of the hand n'nt':'ng; Toe chirography of- Mir. 8. v;n's
romew bat praiicr ;as may be seen by inspection of the facimile of an unusually legible rpeci-
menof . and canny wellls nustaken. The first fout, part of the fifth, and the'tenth pages nf
the fiest volume art 1o 4hus hand.  Pages 111 U nine, inclusive. are 1n adifferent. and far more
kgibi hand —positly that of Mr. Ciement Chaplin, whom Dr. Trumbul cuné‘ludr’s /i Hist. of
Conr. 1. 95., 10 have been = the firet secretary.”  There ar, however, upmon ali of these pages,

oscanonal ipterunrations and addiuone, 1 the hand wrnuns of Mr. Sieel

e
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.should be done soon.

PREPACE. ' T vt

hpermancnt form, and. thus securing the preservation of the

. early records of the Colony, prior to 1700,—together with such co-

temporary documents of historical value or_inlerest, as are preser‘ved
in the State Department. These latter constitute a large portion,
indeed, almost all that yet remains to us, of the documentary -hislq;y
of the colony for the first hdlf century succeeding its settiement. Of
comparatiw':]y few of them are copies, even in man'uscript, extaqt,—\
and the loss or injury of the originals would therefore be utterly irre-
parable. And yet, whatever precautions may be taken to ensure
their preservation, by placing them beyond the reach of ordinary
atkidcnt, no care can enable them much longer to withstand the
ravages of time. As the ink fades and the paper crumbles, the
work of transcribing not only becomes more difficult, but leads o
less accurate and reliable results.  Whatever is to be done to per-
petuate these early annals of our state and memorials of its founders,

JLH. T
Hartford, March ]s}, 1850.
-
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At ¢ Ge rr. .4 W of the State ¢ onnreticut, holden at Hartford in zaid State, on the fi
spgrmbiy of h f ( . ‘ ‘
- £ M. . the wear of our lord, ans thousand ¢isht hundred and fifty-one :—
Wednesday of Moxien wear of

ay others, i committee of the Connecticut Hl‘zmn—
e ":“'":‘;;:L‘"‘f;‘::ﬂ:. ’f:::r::::::l:/l: mi G:Lneml Asscmbly in behalf of the continued
a1 N aety . -t A
;-:Ilpl;rara..-:. of the eathy Records of this State t:— .
bir thes Jssemb'y, That the Secretary of Siate be nmhnn’zed to pu:::l':r\lse.l‘:znms
k"d"d‘ . "t >I Ared and fitty copes of the proposed publication vﬂflho ublic Re d
g ll‘r-' e '“‘“ """r r“nl‘ fhom 1663 10 1678, transcnibed and edited by J. ||,1'(;;,,|‘:;1e
T ﬂ’"_ll?‘."f : "":;t‘f, lllni such publication shall be mde with the n[mr“_\'nl and under th
T hq’ l,-’:-:r:;n- .uf State. amd authenticated by his otlicial cumﬁc»me. as a ln;g
mwr:nr-n:;: (::nln':u;: u;«mf‘ amd praze d alzo, that the expense of the same shall not Lx"(:::qi
vy - X Y z .-
b J":d ﬁn_\-«:vm,- ':inr:'-‘n':;luum!»hc distributed by the Sccrcmr_\i. as follows : one rcn:»y
Kesolrnl. That the (r"‘"jl ixm 0 in tus State, 1o be preserved in s mhcp. fnr the use o | e
e ‘:n:'l::: ;;u"?:nfcnmr amd to ench of the State Otlicers lnf (h(;s ‘t(l::li: r‘:t:‘ee i"’)‘;l}\ :g
i f : tate Territories of the United States ; 3y
oA ﬂf' il M . N::”:l !‘:mlll']; ﬂ:.'l:lillh(s:)rx:li:{::n“ ln:!il‘ulc :one copy to C-’l"v‘h of ‘J'e
w- e e o ‘"Y':nﬁ:‘nf:-:';\‘-1i\-‘v capres to Mr. Alexander Vattemare, for l"llcn?almnnlﬂ!‘x.
' f""‘"—"‘*' iy "?";f:::anuhr of xud two huadred and 1itty copies to he deposited in the office
:fm::\-:;:un of State, sulject to the disposal of the General Assembiy. )
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h PREFACE.

. Trus volume conthhues the publication of the publie reconds of the Colony
of Conecticut, from’ the Union with New Iaven Colony, (May, 1665,) to
" the close of the year 1677, —comprising one of the most interesting and event-
ful periads in our colonial history.  Like the volume which preceded it, (and
of which it ix in immediate continuation,) it is desigmed to supply a full and
literally exact copy of the original records; and to this end, the transcriber
has not Leen sparing of time or labor, in preparing the copy and in the su-
pervision of the press. : ;

The second part of the volume (pp- 331-510) comprises the Journal and
corfespondence of the standing Council, or council of war, from the com-
mencement of the great Indian war, in June, 167510 October, 1677, The
dJournal is published entire, and a considerable number of letters and other
documents to which. the Journal refers or which were deemed necessary to
its illustration, have been incorporated with it. This mode of arrangement
is perhaps liable to some objections ; but no other oceurred to the compiler
which scemed, on the whole, to be Jess ohjectionable or to promise less in-
convenience to the reader. Copies and abstracts of letters, &e., which did
not originally constitute part of the Journal itsclf, are printed in a smaller
type, and references are, ‘in all cases, given {o the volumes from which they
have been extracted.  Abstracts and partial copies are included between
brackets. : -

Where the omission of a word, in the original record, rendered the sense -
obscure, or where a S]ip of the recorder's pen had i}\lmlu('Ot] a different word

“from that which he manifestly intended to write. the omission has been sups
plicd or. the error corrected, by words in italics, and between brackets.
Words supplied as the probable veading, where the paper of the original is so
worn or defaced as to be quité illegible, or where one or more words are lost
by a blot“o,r by the mwmilation of the page, are likewise distinguished: by
brackets.” While the original .orthography has been strictly adhered to, the
same liberty has been taken with the prnctuntion atd use of capital letters,
as in the former volume : nor has it been thought worth while to retain, in

all cases, the character &, (invariably employed by Secretary Allyn,) the

too frequent recurrence of which tives the eve of the reader and mars the
beauty of a printed page more than even the false spclling or the numerous
contractions and superior letters.
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The Appendix contains «-nlvi:-s amld :\l\-‘t.r.wts. more or lrosls flill,.%f :: - bﬁ
number of decments not previonsly published. Some of these wi ' { 15 e
lin-;'cwl. prove of nterest to the general reader: and many. uf'thx-_m., as .~np]‘) v-
ine valuable material of colonial history, seem scarveely less worthy of preser-
\':;Iimi than the Reconl itseltt These papers ha.\‘v been brought tn;:%'th(‘r,
umdber severai titles. with =uch reganl to classification and armngement in or-

“der of fimie, as wis found practicable.  Of <ome of’ the Transactions to which
tler o Vi s

theéy refeer, (as for example, the controversy with Gov., Amlrf)ss, and the affair
at S brook. in 16750 ancattempt has been made to compile as complete a
dm'nu.n'nt.'lr.\‘ history as the records and- files ix? the State Department would
"'1;::1-:"‘1. <lection and arrangement of the letters, &e., incor'pomled with t.he
Journal of the Coundl. as well as of the documents (:ml‘tamml in t!ne ;\-])I)(‘l.ldlf,
the prancipal difliculty has been the compression wxfhm t_]w limits of a smlg e
volume, of all that scemed essential to the explanation of the reconl, or t_mt
prmsessl suflicient historieal value and -interest to render its publication
desimble. With what degree of success this difficulty has been (‘n(‘ount.cr?d‘,
the readers of the volinne must themselves determine ; and the l.lr-)pc is in-
dulaald that those whose experience in shnil:xr.]ﬂhoTs !ms best ('pl"\}lflﬁ] them .
to appreciate the vmlmrnwenwnti n;\d perplexities incident to their pro»e}cu-
1 All prove the most lenient judges. .
h‘"l’l'“:.’:: r:f n:tunvs and of sulnjvc;' liave been prepared with (‘(msidcr:.lble
cart s and, it Jess perfect than these who have occasion to consult lh.em mr{._.rht
desine, are, to say the least, somewhat more satistactory than those given with
-r volme.
) hl’::“ :‘mnll‘ le-r of the Charter of 1662, enclosing a head of C'har](@ the
Secnl i< a reduead copy. in fac-simile, of 4 finely ¢xeeuted drawing on the
oriinal Charter. o
Fo tricuds in this and other States, whose commendations of the compiler’s
earlier Inbors have vnvnm'-n‘f_vwl him to their further prosceution, he .n'tums
aratetil acrknowh<dmnent<: and especiallv, to the Connecticut Historical So-
cirty . upon Whos nenurial tothe General ;\swm?'l}‘, in ])L‘ll.’d“ of the con-
tinneed pblieation ot the Colony Records, a resoluiion C_.‘Yt(‘lldnlg the patron-
aue off the Ntate v the volume now published, was predicated.
) > ) i - J.ILT.

Hautronn, Apnl Logh 1852
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At a General Assembly of the State of Connecticut, holden at Hartford, in said State,

on the first Wednesday of May, A. D. 1853:

Resolced by this Assembly, That the Secretary of State be authorized to. purchase for
the usc of the State, two hundred and fifty copies of the proposed pu?]lcatxop of-the
Public Records of the Colony of Connecticut, from 1677 to 1689, transcribed and edjted
(in continuation of the volumes heretofore published) by J Hammons}’l‘mmbn]l, hs.q.,
including n selection from such documents, in the state archives, as lllu.strate the his-
tory of the colonLv during the usurpation of Sir Edmund Andros.. .Prouded. that such
pni)licnxion shall be made with the approval and under the supervision of the Secr.ct-ary
of State, and authenticated by his official certificate, as a true copy of the original

record; and prorided also, that the expense of the-same shall not exceed two doliars ‘

ty cents per copy. S .
M;::lfe;', ThnI:e the Z;pies so purchased be distributed by the secret:.ary, as follows
onc copy to the town clerk of each  town in this state, to be preserved in his office f(.:r
the use of the town; one copy to the governor and each of the state o.fﬁc?rs of this
state; one copy to the governor of each of the scveral states and temtonfes of .the
United States; one copy to the library of Congréss; one copy to the Sm.xt.hsom:m
Institute; one copy to each of the colleges of this state; twenty-five c‘opxes.‘to M.
Alexandre Vattemare, for international exchange; and the remainder of said two
hundred and fifty copies to be deposited in the office of the secretary ef state, sub-

Jject to the disposal of the General Assembly. : S ‘ :
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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

TH1s volume contains the proceedings of the General Court from
the electior} in May, 1678, to the close of the special session called in
June, 1689, to proclaim the accession of William and Mary to the
throne of England. By the resolve which authorized this publication

] the editor was instructed to include “ a selection from such documents,

in the State archives, as illustrate the history of the colony during
the usurpation of Sir Edmund Andros.” The space thus occupied
may, at first sight, seem disproportionately large; but it must be
considered, that it was in no other way possible to fill the break in
the records, occasioned by the suspension of charter government from
October, 1687, to May, 1689. For two or three years immediately
preceding that period, the proceedings of the General Court afford
little insight into the course of events in the colony. Circumstances
had imposed the necessity of the utmost caution. . Those subjects
which most nearly concerned the welfare of the colony and which
may be supposed to have almost exclusively engrossed the attention
of the court, are rarely mentioned in tne records. The omission
ceases to be remarkable, when it is remembered that every page was
written in the expectation that it might soon be subjected to the seru-
tiny of an arbitrary governor, or be made the basis of new ‘articles of
misdemeanor’ by Randolph or his co-workers. It was more prudent
to leave even the reasons for the annual fast or thanksgiving ¢ upon

- the file,’ than to \-zjecord them in full, for possible oceasions of offence

to Governor Dongan, a papist, or .Sir Edmund Andros, a high tory
and high cburchman. o ’

With what degree of success the deficiencies of the records have
been supplied will be best determined by an examination of the
volyme itself. No pains have been spared to present a documentary
history of the period referred to, as complete as possible. To effect

this, every document which is preserved in the Connecticut archives .

has been carefully examined, and either printed in full or a sufficient
abstract given. In addition to this, much valuable material has been
gathered from other sources. The Laws enacted for New England,
by Andros and the council, are now for the first time printed, from a
copy.fortunately discovered in the library oftYale Collegze. Gershom
Bulkeley’s curious narrative, entitled “ Will and Doom,” &c., has
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shpplied some interesting particulars of thg opening af]d -closing
scenes of the administration of Andros in Connecticut, which are not
. to be found elsewhere. The volumes of  Usurpation” Papers, in
the‘Seerelary’s office at Boston have been examined in detail, and all

needful copics or extracts made therefrom. Theinvaluable collection -

of “ Documents relating to the Colonial History of New York,” pro-
cured through the agency of Mr. Brodhead from the State Paper
* Office in London, has contributed copies of several important papers.
The srticles of misdemeanor, exhibited by Randolph against the col-
ony, and the letter from the governor and council to the Earl of
Sunderland which was construed as a surrender of the charter,—both
of which are indispensable to a connected history of the period,—are
reprinted from Chalmers’ Political Annals. ™
At the end of the Appendix, are printed such portions of the
Records of the Commissioners of the United Colonies as are not com-
 prised in Mr. Hazard’s publication. A
The Colony Records for the entire period comprised in this volume
are in the hand writing of the secretary, John Allyn. In transcribing
them, the same liberties have been taken, with punctuation, in the
disuse of capital letters, and the rejection of the short &, as in the
earlier volumes. In other respects, the peculiarities of the original
recordd have been closely followed. . ‘
Repetitions are printed in italics. Omissions are indicated by a
caret, or by the conjectural restoration of the missing words n ttalics,
within brackets. Words in brackets, in ordinary!type, offer conjec-
tural readings, where portions of the original are mautilated or defaced,

or mark corrections of the text by collation with the original docu-

ment from which the record was made. .

Two or three orders and public acts which Mr. Allyn omitted to
record, have been restored to their places, on the authority of cotem-
porary and authorized copies: but such additions to the record have,
in each instance, been notezl, and so printed as to distinguish them
from the record itself. : |

- The editor’s acknowledgments are due to the friends whose assist- ‘

ance, from time to time, has lightened his labors in the preparation of
this volume, and particularly to the officers of Yale College, for per-
mission to make use of a inanuscript record of the laws made by Sir
Edmund Andros, and to George Brinley, Esq., of Hartford, for the

privilege of consulting his excellent library and for repeated loans of

rare historical tracts and works of reference.
SECRETARY’s OrFrick, HaRTFORD,

March 24th, 1859. '

JJH. T.
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- l I‘m L]urd voldme of Colonial Recordb published under the editor-

v

; ~|up ot Mr I‘lumbull terminates with thd session of June, 1689. The
] followi mn pages cbntain the records from August, 1689, t6 he close of

.,

May ﬁa‘gmn, 170p, being the remainder |from page\204 of the third
m:muséri}it volumhe of Records of the Colony of Connecticat in the
'Sct-rctarj"sl office] o '
~ The.Gouncil Jpurnal from May 301, 1696, to May, 1698, being so
much ofﬂmt Joufnal duritg the period gmbra¢-d in the present pub-

e I f
l i T i R ]IL«IUOH 'la is nowj found recorded in tl, Seciptary’s office, hus been

: mdud&] m this volume : it is printed in fa smaller type and arranged

[« Jin order of ume berween several sessiongs of the General Assembly. - -
i‘ [ruis ¢ unc;l Joyrnal is taken from a Wolum¢ rebound a few years
|

1

!

N

since a{nd lettered Co]omal Records, New England, 1664 1702,
To the end of October :ess:on, 1696, an pade 156 of this book, the
record l ,|~ in the handw mmfr of John Allyn; the remamder_ is in that
. . o : ; R I h}e:.zar Kimbgrly. _t - o
L \ v N-verra]«ordera omitted %from the reedrd b 'Secreiary Allyn have
V ‘ ' v : . been rf}stored to their plat.‘es in this pyblicafion on the authori.y of
*' : 4 ' ~ [tvtemporary and |authentic manuscripts{ Thise acts or orders arc
y : : . : <. [printed: 50 as to be readily distinguishabfe from the reconl itself,-and
Q : : \.\ : ‘ the source whence they a:e derived is ndted. | The manuscripts from -

' | which ’] have lakin these additions are {wo: bne, cited as the Wind.
sor \19 is now m the Library of the Copinecticut Historieal Society,
. ‘ ‘ ] - : where jt was somk years since depositediby Henry Barnard, LL. D,
' I inrmuh belonged to the town of W idsor.{and contained the code

of 1630, with the sessian laws to Octobery 1708 inclusive, which were

-
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entered by the town- clerk aceording to law, from the cople; certifiec
and sent out by the secretary.  Thi- volume is in pretty g good eser-
vation, but has lost a few leaves. The other, cited as the Stanly/ MS. "
is in the State Library : it consists of m® u»pn_pt additions to ajcopy .
of the Laws of Connccticut. of the edition=of 1673 which

belonged to Capt. Caleb Stanly, one of the Assistants 1691-1701, and
(=4 d .

formerly -

. the manuscript is mostly by Ids hand.

General Assembly and other courts |were

The proceedings of lhu

originally entered in \\.mc books, As being first wanted, the pies

of laws and onlers sent 10 the several towns would be made from th(,
waste books before the secretary found convenient leisure to mﬂkc up
the -

v

lu- record in the regular record books, and we W account fo |
omissiau~ trom the latter by remembering that Col. All)n was u('n‘
occupied. and that between the dates of the -c-~xon~..1nd the m k?ng'
up of the record. which wa- not always done at one sitting, and which
he prohabl\ dil not think it necessary to compare with the .w‘aitev
book. somc interval of tigie elapsed.

Mr. (
Generul Assembly. which ended with -May session, 167 1,.md con-

it is mos ly in

George Brinley has o portion of dne of the waste books of the

tained their proceedings for several years precvdmrr.
theMiandw riting of John Allyn, but in the session of May, 1675, several
line~ are in that of Deputy Governor Leete, and of the last (hree
pages of the ~ession of May, 1673, the two former are in the hand of't
Edward Palmes, and the last in that of Samuel Talcott.

been torn ou‘, for

Lnf'orlunateh
the leaves nindn held the \I.n session of 14676 lm\c
there wus an .m passed .n that session to prevent oppre«:on. h} reg-
uluating prices and the profits of merchants and traders. which i b not
found on the records nor jrinted by Mr. Trumbull, but is Tound with-
the other acts of that <essiomin e Stanly MS. and in a \IS in the

o
and we should have bun curious to see¢ !

The W irldsor '

MS. has Jost the leaves which contained act~ of the sane session

library of Yale College,
whether that set was 10w found on the waste booL.
It was myv intention 10 inelude in this volume sclections frogm the
extensive and interesting correspondence of this"period which is pre~

served in ‘our archive-, but want of space compelled me 1o omit

onl_y

. minist

to dln

with t}

fession

TR

theml, as it did
prephred. Hopever, I trust that at
{documents

was procured, of which a representati
taker{' rom an impression of it on g dog
Con :
“of lh,

the hl

now n the pogsession of Mr. Georgd

|
prepartd a somewhat extended account
necticaf,

Som}- i 1mportaht chan"&, as well in

i
years
wias e

I

t
k nown

Sherit{

siding ulﬁcer intd two branches, a mea
i
€Xercisg

|

also a number of not

of public interest rela

are to bejfound in other repositogi
lepuon of the charter

icut Hijtorical Society. In tha
¥ an article on the hijsd
Id that Gpvernor Roger Wolcott

tory of Qonnecticut written for

Society

E. v

to . text which had been
dnsta t day these letters, with
n" tolthe’ history of Connecti
es, will be given to the public.
overriment jn 1689, a new seal
n is iriven on the title page,
lument in the possession of the
first volume of the Collections
pry of the seal, to which I can
Ktates, in a memoir relating 10
President Clapin 1759, ang
Brinley, that his step-father,
of the Colany from 1658 1o

Capt.l Daniel Qark, who was secretary
1663, Jold him that the seal was preseq
Fenwitk, ‘ o

mge 76 s a note relative to g

as the last trial in Connecticyt
as but ore subsequent indictmen

) although witcheraft was

in the Tevision of our laws publ
from the list when the laws we

ted to the Colony by George -

trial for witcheraft in 1692,
or this 1ma"mary crime, and
" (viz., that of two females in

Qctober, 1697, upon w?uch thekrand-_yury retumed
st

1l counted among the capital
shed in 1702, and it was not
e reprinted in 1715, 1 hag
of cases of th(,bcraft in Con- .

anc the- la‘uae in the la“q them

The ¢
blished jn Janu.u-),1694-8 I

bich thisivolume covers.*

|
& Commissioner ; ; and the colony;

In Ocg
de the ﬂemml assembly, which K
|

! "owcrnof or in hi: absence the

in the <ULC€8dln0 May.

of greater deliberation in the py

h probate'court was erected in ¢

|
!

i

but found xt too long for i msemﬁn as a note. *

€ mode of €nacting and ad-
Lel\ "es, “were made durmrr the
flice of Justice of the Peace
kplacing the office - formerly
and county Mar\halls became
pber, 1698, an act was passed
ad hitherto sat as one body
oeputv governor, as its pre.
ure ca]cu]atcd to cause the
pssage of acts. In the same
ich county, distinct from the

Y

N~

i
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county courts, and an act for the settlement and distribution of estates, |

which ix the basis of our present law on those subjects, was passed

the next year.  In 1701, the place for holding the October seskions
 of the general asscml;'l‘v and court of assistars_was—ltered, and in the

nutumn of that year the Collegiate School was incorporated.| In

1702 2 new revision of the colony laws was published, a work for.

‘ ;vhivh 4 committec was first appointed in October, 1696.

. Othier matters of interest in this volume are the papers relative to
. the visit of Col. Fletcher to Hartford. in October, 1693, for the/pur-
pose of presenting his claims to the command of the Connecticut

THE PUBLIC REGORDS
. ' ) ’ OF THH | l

COLONY OF COXNECTICUT.

militia, which he did not succeed in establishing. although the story
" of how he was foiled by Capt. Wadsworth does not rest upon any

good foundation.  The incorporation and settlement of quite a hum-

ber of new towns, and the division of some towns into villages and . !

distinet eeclesiastical socivties, which at a later day became tdwns, [voLonE ]
may also be specified. . . ' i nT
x i

), - 4! - . !
. [204] z SPECIALL COURT HELD AT Hknrronn, Avgusr 29,
1 1689, & orDER OF THE GolvErNOR. :

o ’ ‘
. The gentlemen of the Court appeareing with the deputies
th(e}rc 119t}beﬂ14 a sufficient number fof Assistants to constitute g
a Court the Gorernor dismi '
ing of the chngcrall C£21i§1:h§ Zf‘scmﬂsa:pdté(;(li)gd:eftee' "
Hartford.* ; ) o "

]
State :Lasrany, HarTtrorn, C. J. lH.’

i

¢ uly 2, 1868, ' . o

T AT 1t T .‘

»

¥ WS mer
DA L

pee

o

* The Gereral Court was unnble to meet in Apgust pn account of the reval
of an epidemic sicknpss. Secreg'ary Allyn writed to Goyernor Bradstreet pAu C’D:G
1689, “ It is n very sitkly time in most of our plaptations, in some near t‘;é-thgnrdf t:
our people are confinkd to their beds. or houses, #nd it 'feared rome suffer e
of tAcnflance, ‘and manyv are dead amongst us, and the t drought begins to ;:mt
amlc.m'e." ‘He:writd again to the same, September 4, “{ The sick.nes;:gi]s ;ndeed :e'."
sore "f most p{ aur tojns ; Mr. Hamlin, one of our ssistants, was buried Jast Mond:ry
Mr. W a'dsworth lies dangerously sick, and Capt. falcotf is hopefally recoveri #
of the sickness, but ot vet abroad.” War, II, 1), 18. |In the’to'm. of Wie:;mg :hnt
fieuths of 28 individudls are recorded between Julf 10 an September 16 }68'; “’éo ;
in Cn]'ony Rec. of Dedds &c. II. .There were than 20 victims in "\'ew i.ond o
]\:r W c:)lxerell. the reimder, inserted a Jist of#the in the town bookipnd‘er the folloo:.

® cantion, “ An actount of cevernl r=on® degeace - i ¢
| <ore throat nnd fever,iwhich dmempérllfqzh pns: rhrgu:i‘m :1;3’;:‘:‘;:::’2""!:' ‘;f

,‘.:,::- :l&:ﬂ)mﬂ:);n;n‘-, eq:ciullyl t_o‘rll\xoce who npw have it in thic more ;hn:: orr;i-

v ex v 1k weather, t 3 I ¢ K i

ooty 0 legl et ]/‘;.e“:&e .havmg Bpt been known in the memory of

I

5
.
.
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PREFACE.

Tue present publication contains the whole of volume IV. of the
manuscript Records of the Colony of Connecticut, and the first sixty-
five pages of volume V It contains also, inserted inchronological
order between sessions of the General Assembly, the Records of the
Governor and Council from October 30th 1710, to February 19th,
1716-17.

" The Council Journal from M-ty, 1698, to October, 1710, is not
known to be extant. From Octobe:, 1710, to October, 1712, the

* records of the Council are in one thin volume, unp.wcd, and generally

written but on one side of the Jeaves. The next volume is of 275

pages, and embraces the period between January, 1712-13, and Feb-

~ruary, 1727-28, with an entry of the date of 1743, at the end. The

minutes of the Council are in the hand-writing of various persons,
Goveérnor Saltonstall, Secxetanes Stanly, Ha)nes, and Wyllys,
Richard Christophers, etc.: but the greater part of th0=e from 1713

to 1726, is in that of Clmctopher Christophers, who was Clerk of the
Council.

In printing this volume, I have not thought it necessary to preserve -

the contractions or abbreviations of the original manuscript, as has
been done hitherto, or to follow exactly the spelling, save, ih general,
in the case of proper names. - ‘

The fac-simile of one of the first Bnll: of Credit issued by Connocti-
cut, which faces page 111, is taken from an originakin our Archives,
Crimes & Misdemeanors, 11. 89. The original was altered from three
shillings to ten shillings. by Ebenezer Seymour. in 17 10. Specimens

of the two shilling bills of thg same emission, altered hj‘-him_lo ten
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shillings and forty shillings respectively, may be found in the same
volnme of Archives, - . ‘

In Novemher, 1868, a few months after the publication of the
fourth yolume of the Colonial Records of Connectient, (1 689-1706.)
L eame into possession of a printed copy of our statutes of the edition

of 1673, havine annexed, in manuseript, the session laws up to 1698.

- From 1673 te 1696, the hand-writing was that of Secretary John

' Allya, and the remainder that of Secrctary Kimberly-. Subsequently
the Tlon. Rolert C. Winthrop placed in my hands a similar manu-
~eript vy Richand Christophers.  These manuseripts further confirm
eertain act< and onder< omitted from the record by the secretary, but
restored to - their places in the third and fourth printed volumes, on
whit was reaanled as good authority.,

I the preface to the fourth volume, (1689-1706.) reference was
made to alaw to prevent oppression, by regulating prices and profits,

pitssed in May, 1676, which is not on the record. nor printed by Mr.,

Trumbull. "The law is hgre in<crted from the Allyn MS., in order to

render this collection of the acts of our legislature more complete.
[ .
In the Allvn, Stanly, and Christopliers MSS.

» it immediately follows
the act restraining excess in apparel. printed on page 283 of volume

~econd. (1665-1677.)
‘ Oprressiox.

Whereas a areat ery of oppression i~ heard amongst us, and that
principally poynted at workemen and traders, wh?c_h i~ hard to re‘.gu]ute
withont o standard prepard hoth for advance and for pay duely sett
as monev. It is tterefore ordered. that the price of provission be duely
~ai each of o Generall Courts annually, according to true intelli-
zencefrom Boaon, for money sold. and then for such pay within six

moneths pavid ne merclant or trader <lall advance above two pence

upon the <hilling for profitc eharee and venture from Boaon, or other
merket of Tike distzence, for coonds well boneht with ready money; trust-

ines and trifles under o ~Hilline },ng Feft to each man- agreement,

diseression and modertion, avcording 1o aood conscience, 10 deal.

Al eoele nlarne subiect 10 Wit the wast 10 I allowed as part of the
fir-t pricv or cost of the col.. Al adl breaches of this order 1o be

punished proportionable 10 the gl of the oppression, treble to the

oppressionsone thind o be restored 1o e party oppressed. and the
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residue halfe of it to the complayner that shall prove the fact, and
halfe to the county treasurie where the offence is committed. And as

for those tradesmen whose commodities are partly their own labour, and

partly materialls they worke upon, as taiiers, shoemakers, smiths and
such like, as allso such whose dayes labour cannot ordinarily be
knowen how much they dayly effect, as weavoures, taylors and such
like, and day labourers, there being great difficulty to regulate the
prizes of their ware and worke, this Court, purposeing in season to
state orders respecting those things which at present is not attaineable,
dog in the interem recomm:n1 it to all such tradsemen and labourers
to consider the religious end of their callings, which is that recciveing
such moderat profit as may inable them to serve Goil and their neigh-
bours with their arts and trades comfortably, they doe not inrich them-
selves suddainly and inordinately (by oppressing prizes and wages, to
the impoverishing their ncighbowres and rendering them in great
measure uncapeible of convenient subsistance;) live in the practice of
that crying sin of oppression but avoyd it.

Recently, I have discovered another mauusceript of the Laws of the

Territory and Dominion of New England, by which the text of those

laws printed in the Appendix to.volume I11. (1673-1639.) pages 402

to 436, may be completed and corrected in several places.

Daring the period covered by the volume now published. and, in
fact, during the whole of the cizhteenth century, many interesting doc-
uments, and the greater part of the executive correspondence, which
should be found in our archives, are missing.  The General Assem-
bly, in May, 1771, desired the Governor to collect such public papers
and have them bound, that tth‘ might be preserved: and Silas Deane,
in 1774, in a letter which is published in the American Archive-, $th
series, L. 810, ealled Governor Trumbull’s attention to the public Joss
and inconvenience sustained by the negleet or omis<ion 1o preserve
them in some public office.  Many of the-¢ document~ are sill in ex-
istence, and it is much to be regretted that they are not in one place,
where they can be casily accessible and freely consulted,

STaTE Lisrary, Hantronn, C.J

April 25th, Is70,
®
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PREFACE.

Ta1s volume, the sixth of the series, continues the publication of
the fifth volume of the manuscript Records of the Colony of Con-
necticut, from page 66 to page 514, inclusive, embracing the period
between May 1717 and the close of the October session of the Gen-
eral Assembly in 1725, 1t contains also the record of the acts of
the. Governor and Council from May 1717 to April 1726. as com-
prised within Pages 96 to 259, inclusive, of a book containing those
records frqm 1712-3 to 1727-8, _ ,

The Seal represented on the title page is the new stamp which the
Governor and Couhcil ordered to be made October 25t}1; -1711.*
The legend around the circlimfer_ence reaaé, Sigillum Colonie Con-
necticensis, instead of Obnnectz'cwensis. " In October 1747, the General
Assembly ordered the inscription to be corrected: but it was not
done, the same seal cohtinuing i use until 1784, -

In compliance with directions in a letter from the Board of Trade,
dated August 7th, 171 9,1 the General Assembly desired the Governor
and Council to provide a Map of the Colony to be prepared and sent
to the King.} John Copp, of Norwalk, was employed to make the
survey of the coast and to draw the map, in which service he spent
a little more than six weeks.§ The map was sent .to the Board of .
Trade, September 1 4th, 1720, and received by them the 7th of Feb-
ruary following: the draught of the letter which accompanied it,
with some other éorreépondence on the subject, may be seen in the
places indicated in the no't,e.ll

‘ -
* Vol. V, 290. 't F oréign Correspondence, I, 140. § Post, pages 186, 196.
§ Trode 4 Maritine 4 | flairs, 1, 82. || Colonial Boundaries, 1, 212; Foreign
Correspondence, 11, 112, 118, 115. :
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The map still remains in the Public Record Office in London,
though much injured through age and neglect. - Proposing to have it
engraved to illustrate this vo]umé, I sent for, and obtained, a tracing: ) .

~ but, upon receiving it, finding that the map had so little on it to shew THE P UB LI
the state of the settlement of the Colony, or its boundaries, in 1720, C RE C O R D S

I abandoned the design.

The map is about six by three feet in size, and represents little OFFTHE ‘

 COLONY OF CONNECTICUT.

[VOLUME V. pacE 66.]

more than the coast line and the Connecticut River, the Housatonic,
and the Hudson. Towns or counties are not indicated. " Governor
Saltonstall, in his letter to- the Board of Trade, speaks of the north-
-ern boundary as noted with red lines: but they are now entirely ob-
literated. The Colony is bounded on the east by the Narragansett
Bay;Av;’hile on the west, the line had ﬂot been surveyed, but was. put

CONNECTICUT

down as being a line parallel to Hudson’s River and at twent miles 4
g from it P ' d COLONTY. o |
retance from 1 . AT A GENERAL ASSEMBLY HOLDEN At HarTFORD, IN HIg
o I MasesTiEs Covony oF ConnEcTICUT, IN NEW ExgLAND, oN
StaTE LiBRaARY, HarTFORD, : . -

THURSDAY THE 9TH DAY OF May, IN THE THIRD YEAR OF
THE REIGN, OF OUR SOVEREIGN LORD GEoRGE, KING OF GREAT
BriTaIN, &c. ANNoQUE Do, 1717+ '

“Present at this Assembly,

The Honourable Gurdon Saltonstall, Esqr, Govr.
The Honourable Nathan Gold, Esqr, Dept Gov.r

¢ September 25, 1872.

John Hamlin, Esqr, William Pitkin, Esqr, -

Peter Burr, Esqr, - Samuel Eells, Esqr,

Mathew Allyn, Esqr, - Joseph Talcott, Esqr, Assistants.
: Abram Fowler, Esqr, John Sherman, Es r, ‘

Roger Wolcott, Esqr, Jonathan Law, Esqr, who was

chosen at this Assembly.

Representatives or Deputies that were returned to attend at this
Assembly, are as Jolloweth, viz :

Col» Wm Whiting, Capt. Aaron Cook, for Hartford, - -
Capt. James Rogers, Mr. John Richards, for New London.
Mr. Abram Brunson, Mr. William Minor, for Lyme.
Mr. Dan" Cady, Mr. Sam! Addams, for Canterbury.
Capt. Dan!! Brewster, Capt. W= Billings, for Preston,

* The Journal of the Upper House at this session is not found.
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TH18 volume contains the remainder of Voluii:e V of the manu-
script Records of the Colony of Ommedmcz, from page 515, covering
the period from May, 1726, to t.hel end of May session, 1780; the
first 228 pages of-Volume VI, contmumg the records to the end of

" .May session, 1785; and the Jonmal of the Governor and Councxl,
‘from May, 1726, to February, ll727-8 taken from the manuscript

referred to in the preﬁwes to the fifth and sixth pnnted volames of
this series. ‘ : ! '

* In the Appendix is given the Judgxfnent of the Enghsh Privy Coun-
cil'in the case. of Wmthropa appeal,i by which the colonial law rega- -
lating the descent and distribution of intestate estates was declared
void; and which law, not 'uhstandmg great exertions and no little ex-
pendxtum of money, not re-eshbhsbed for nearly elghteen years.

There will also be found appended, Quenes from the Board of
Tra.de, with the Akswers thereto, which glve some account of the
condition of the Colény in 1780." [

Several leaves toward the latter| part of Volume V of the MS.
Records are badly frayed, as well es out of their proper order, In
this pubhcatnon the missing words have been snpphed from the orig-
inal bills, or from the Journals of on; or the other House.

The Council Journal from 1728 to 1770 is not now among our ar-
‘chives, and the editor is unaware of its existence.
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demtbeawessipndKingGmrgeILwtheenddMaysesdan,
1738, the acts, as annually published 'in pamphlet form, were num.
bered consecutively, the highest number being CLXX

THE PUBLIC-RECORDS

OF €BE

L

. ~ [voi. v., Pace 515.]
o ‘ J -
- CONNECTICUTT
" COLONY.

- MaJesTiES CoLONY OF ConNEcTICUTT, IN NEW ENGLAND, oN
THE-12TH DAY OF MAY, IN THE TWELFTH YEAR oF THE REIGN

OF OUR BOVEREIGN LORD GEORGE, OF GREAT Britaln, &c.,

KinNG; ANNoQUE Don. 1726. -

. Present at this Assembly :
The Honourable J oseph ’falcott, Esqr, Governour.

- The Honourable Jonathan Law, Esqr, Deputy Governour.

John Hamlin, Christopher Christophers,

Samuel Eells, Hez: Brainerd, - s
Mathew Allyn,- n John Hooker, - :
Roger Wolcott, 5q ‘Joseph Wakeman, ' Esqn.
James Wadsworth, Nathauiel Stauly,

John Hall, Joseph Whiting,

Representatives or Deputies that were returned to .attend at this
Assembly are as Jolloweth, viz

- Capt. Ozias Pitkin, Capt. Thomas Seymor, for Hartford,

.

Capt James Rogers, Mr. Solomon Coitt, for New London. s

Mr. Peter Buell, Mr. Thomas Porter, for Coventry.
o 1 _ '

Se e
o TE R g ae g AN

COLONY OF CONNECTICUT.

AT A GENERAL ASSEMBLY HOLDEN AT HARTFORD, IN. mIs
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NOTE.

A : Trs publication contains from page 224 of volume VI. of the
b I" ‘Z manuscript Records of the Colony of Connecticut, to the cend of that
WASER | volume, and the first 22] Pages of volume VII. c
) e e The Journal of ‘theGovemor and Councjl for the yearé embraced
Vel '

in this volume, is not known to be extant. There are on record,

bowever, two entries of their acts, both by Governor Law; one, of

February 25th, 1743, appointing April 7th, 1742, as a day of fasting

‘and prayer, and algo granting a brief for Jeremiah Foster to ask

charitable contributions : the other, of September Ist, 1743, granting
. 8 commission of sewers for draining land in Killingworth,
- ' o CJH
 StatE LiBrary, Hartrorp, '
January 21, 1874,
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; . _ - . This volume contains the remainder-of Volume VII. o!’ the
s ‘ ’ . § 3 manuscript Records of the Colony of Conmecticut, from page 292,
| 5 ~ N I together with the first fifty-one pages of Volume V III, and covers
K i - the period from May, 1744, to the death of Governor Law and the
k.}ru " ; election of Governor Wolcott, in November, 1750. -
q T4 ¢ . 3 In the Appendlx will be found the Proceedings of the Enghsh '

- ' : Privy Council on the Appeals of Samuel Clark against Thomas
: -6 S o Tousey and others, relative to the Law governing the Descent and T

’ Distribution of Intestate Estates, 17371745, and also Quenes from
the Board of Trade, with the Answers thereto, 1748-9.

For the time covered by this publicition neither the Joumals

of the Governor and Council, of the Committees of War, nor of

either branch of the General Assembly, save that of the Lower

House at the. May session 1744, are now among the State archives.|

C.JH |

O

. L. State LIBRARY HaRrTFoRD, ;
LI | . . . . i
* o December 28th. 1875. : S
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PREFATORY NOTE.

The following pagés complete the publication of the eighth

manuscript volume of the Records of the Colony of Connecticut,

and contain the acts of twenty-one sessions of the General .

Assembly.

In the Appendix may be found the Census of 1756 "and also

Quenes from the Board of Trade thh the Answers therew
1755-6.

~ For the time covered by this pubhca.hon, neither the Journsls :
of the Governor and Counc

e Committees of War, nor of
either branch of the General Aasem'bly, are now among /t.he State
archives.
' . C.J H
StATE LiBRARY, ’
Hartford, June 22,1877.

¢
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PREFATORY. NOTE.

These sheets contain the first four hundred and forty-six pages
of the ninth manuscript volume of the Public Records of the
Colony.

Neither the Journal of the Governor and Council nor that of

v either branch of the General Assembly -during the years which

this volume embraces are known to be extant. _ _

It is to be regretted that so many of the pay-rolls of the
Connecticut troops who served in the French war are missing
from our archives ; as thereby éeveral worthy officers, who took
the places of otliers receiving appointments from the General
Assembly but for various reasons not Jommg the army, fail of
mention in these pages.

In the Appendix are the Answers to Queries from the Board of

Trade, 1761-2, from .copies procured at the Public Record Office
in London. ' p

C. J. H.

-SErTEMBER 1, 1880.
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PREFATORY NOTE.

Ta1s book contains the remaining portion of volume IX of the
Public Records of the Colony of Connecticut, from page 447, and
also pages 1 to 310, inclusive, of volume X of the same series.

It is not known that the Journals of either House of the

General Assembly are extant for any of the six years covered
by this publication. ' The Journal of the Governor and Council
has also disappeared. . '
Appended is the book of Reasons why the British Colonies in
America should not be charged with Internal Tazes by authority of

Parliament, to which reference is made on pages 256 and 299 of
this volume. Governor Fitch was the principal compiler and

- draughtsman of it, as Mr. Ingersoll informs us. The origina]
edition was of five hundred copies, and AMr. Ingersoll took one

hundred and twelve with him to England.

After 1762, it does not appear that the General Assembly
appointed a committee to hear the records read off and to see

them signed by the Secretary as perfect and complete, It is -

evident that considerable portions of the record were not compared
with the original bills, and this may account for various errors
and omissions. The editor has endeavored to supply the omissions
from the files, and what has been supplied is enclosed in brackets."

C.J. H.
October 29th, 1881.
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PREFATORY N0T1:3>

Tms book contains the concluding part of Volume X of the
Manuscript Public Records of the Colony of Connecticut, from -
page 312, and the first 147 pages of Volume XI.

The Council Journal before May, 1770, is not known to be
extant, and after that date seems to have been rather carelessly
kept. So much of it as falls within the period™of this volume
is here printed. '

It is not known that any of the Jonrnals of either House of
the General Assembly are in exlstence for the time covered by

,tlns publication.

N

!
1

: C.J H
‘September 7th, 1885. » .
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PREFACE.

The record of eight sessions of the General Assembly i ig in this
book, :

Of neither branch of the legislature are the Journals for this
period preserved in our archives: nordo they exist, so far as the
editor is aware. -

The Journal of the Govemor and Council after October, 1773,
is not extant. So much of that journal from October, 1772, to
October, 1773, as is preserved is printed in this volume, but it is
of slight interest. It is' much to be regretted that the Council
Journal and the Journal of the House of Representatives for t,he 4
period approaching the Revolution should be lost.

In the Appendix are reprinted four pamphlets which were pub-
lished by authority: ‘

L The Susquehannah Case, suﬁicxently described in a note at
page 161 of this volume.

II.  Report of the Commissioners appomted by the Genersl
Assembly of this Colony to treat with the Proprietaries of Penn-
sylvania respecting the Boundaries of this Colony and of that
Province.” Norwich: Printed by Green & Spooner, 1774.

This is a pamphlet of thirty-seven pages, small quarto. It has

~ been described in various catalogues as having thirty-six pages,

for the last leaf is wanting in most of the few remaining copies.

-Timothy Green’s bill for printing two bundred copies, five and a

quarter sheets, is in our archives, Finance & Currency, V, doc. 117.
The correspondence between the Commissioners and Governor
Penn, in this pamphlet, is also printed in Pemwylvama Colonial
Records, vol. x, and Pennsylvania Archives, vol. iv. 4
III. - An Account of the Number of Inhabitants in the Colony

of Connecticut, January 1, 1774. Together with an Account of

the Number of Inhabitants, taken January 1, 1756.  Published
by order of the General Assembly. Hartford: Printed by Ebe-
nezer Watson, 1774. ‘ v

This is & folio of nine leaves, each printed only on one side.
Watson's bill for the printing, £29 17 9, 15 in Levolutionary War,
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1,201. He made a discount of £3 *for the liberty of the cv, ,’ -

aw?

"but the General Assembly, it seems, thought his charge excessive.

IV. Hegds of Inquiry relative to the Present State and Con-
dition of His Majesty’s Colony of Connecticut, signified by His
Majesty's Secretary of State in his Letter of the 5th July, 1773;
. with the Answers thereto. New London: Printed by T. Green,
Printer to the Governor and Company, 1775. ,

This is a small folio of fifteen pages. Six hundred oopies were
ordered to be printed. g

StaTE LIBrary, Hartford, C. J. H.

March 4th, 1887, ’ :

A

- Elisha Sheldon, Esq',

THE PUBLIC RECORDS

OF THE

COLONY 0F CONNECTICUT.

[VoLume XI., Pace 149.]

Anno Regni Regis Georgii tertii duodecimo.
AT A GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE GOVERNOR AND CoMPANY -
oF THE ENGLisE CoLONY oF CONNECTICUT IN NEW ENGLAND
"IN AMERICA HOLDEN AT NEw HAVEN IN siip COLONY ON
' THE SECOND THURSDAY OF OCTOBER (BEING THE SEVENTH *
. DAY OF SAID MONTH) AND CONTINUED BY SEVERAL ADJOURN-
MENTS TO THE THIRTIETH DAY OF THE SAME MONTH, ANNOQUE
Domint 1772.
. Present :
The Honorable Jonathan Trumbull, Esq", Governor.
__The Honorable Mathew Griswold, Esq’, Deputy Governor.
Hezckiah Huntington, Esq", Roger Sherman, Esq’, ‘
Shubael Conant, Esq’, Abraham Davenport, Esq’,
Wm. Samuel Johnson, Esq’,
Lliphalet Dyer, Esq", Joseph Spencer, Esq',
Jabez Huntington, Esq’,  Oliver Wolcott, Esq',
William Pitkin, Esq", =~ '
Representatives or Deputies of the Freemen of the several
Towns are as follow, viz: :
Colo. John Pitkin, Mr. Benjamin Payne, for Hartford.
Capt. Josiah Bissell, Capt. Josiah Phelps, for Windsor.

'8]‘!“.5’)8]88[/

- Capt. Jonath® Humphry, Capt. Judah Holcomb, for Symsbury.
- Capt. Isaac Pinney, Mr. Joshua Fuller, for Stafford.-

Capt. Joel White, Capt. Benja. Talcott, for Bolton.
Maj Henry Champion, Mr. Daniel Foot, for Colchester.

*So in the record. However, the second Thursday in October came
on the eighth in 1772,



- PUBLIC RECORDS

& SRS - B OF THE

| COLONY OF CONNECTICUT

- . From May, 1775, to June, 1776, inclusive,

ERE T I e N T

. WITH THE JOURNAL OF THE COUNCIL OF SAFETY FROM JUNE 7, 1775,
TO OCTOBER 2, 1776,

AXND

AN APPENDIX CONTAINING SOME COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS, 1663-1710.

THE FOLLOWING TITLE WAS MICROFILMED -
FROM THE HOLDINGS OF

- THE NEW HAVEN COLONY

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

W

. ’ ‘. TBANSCRIBED AND EDITED IN ACCORDANCE WITB A RESOLU‘HON OF
\ ' E : THE GENERAL ASBEMBLY, .

BY CHARLES J. HOADLY, LL.D,,

3 STATE LIBRARIAN.

Lvel. xv 1

| o HARTFORD: . O
’ R - . | PRESS oF THE Casg, Locxwoon & BRAINARD COMPANY. :
~ ¢ 1890.




s

PREFACE.

¥

. Besides the matter contained in the latter part of the manuscript
volume XI, and last, of the Records of the Colony of Connecticut,

. this book contains the record of the Council of Safety from their

first sitting, June 7th, 1775, to October 2d, 1776, which was their
last meeting before the session of the first General Assembly of
the State of Connecticut, held on the second Thursday of that

| - month.

_ The Journal of the Council of Safety extends to November 15th,

'1783. -1t is comprised in four volumes, Volume T, from which

is taken what is here printed, is made up of a number of thin
books of irregular size, folio and quarto, bound together. The
book is not in the best condition, but was carefully copied in the
early part of the present century.

The Appendix contains some proceedings of the Governor and
Council between 1663 and 1710, all which, except the first, have
been discovered since the publication of previous volumes. :

Number 1 is taken from the record in the Secretary’s office. -

Number II is from a transcript of the Council Records received

- from the State Paper office in London by the Commonwealth of

Massachusetts. For this I was indebted to the late Oliver Warner,

- sometime Secretary of that Commonwealth. I printed it in 1875,

in connectior with Gershom Bulkeley’s book Will and Doom, of
which, unfortunately, the whole edition, save a single copy, was
destroyed by a fire at the printing-office, and it has not since been
republished. -

‘Numbers III and IV are from a considerable collection of
ancient paperslately presented to the State Library by the Honor-.
able Robert C. Winthrop and his son, Robert C. Winthrop Jr. -

Numbers V and VI were very kindly furnished by Genera]
Rush C. Hawkins, of New York City. They were obtained orig-
inally from the last male descendant of the Wyllys family and

" name.



iv ’ ) PREFACE.

r The Jourkal of neither House of the General Assembly for any
session in the years 1775, 1776, is known to exist.

- The Journal of the Governor and Council for the same’year's,
distinguished from the Council of Safety, is not extant. One act
of theirsis printed in & note on page 100 of this book. .

With this volume terminates the series of Colonial Records of
Connecticut, the publication of which was begun forty years ago.
My, editorial. labors commenced with volume fourth, 1689-1706,

which appeared in 1868. To all who in any way have aided the

work I return sincere thanks.

Stare LIBRARY, ~
April 16th, 1890. -

C

THE PU‘BLIC RECORDS

COLONY OF CONNECTICUT.
[VoLone XI, PacE 447.]‘

Anno Regni Regis Georgii tertii decimo-quinto,

A'ro P:a TGEN%:‘}L ASSEMBLY OF THE GOVERNOR AND CoMPANY

menlr; Ar;lcrx,;sa CoLoNY oF CoNNECTICUT IN NEW Exnc-

"RICA, HOLDEN AT HARTFORD 1 :

N 8A1D CoLoN

ON THE SECOND THURS : x
DAY OF MaY, BEING THE EL

. EVENTH

DAY OF SAID MONTH, AND CONTINUED BY SEVERAL ADJOURN-

MENTS UNTIL THE THIRTY.
) -FIRST DAY OF TH
ANNOQUE Dominr 1775, . ® SLNE Nowtd,

, . Present : .
The Honble Jonathan Trumbull, Esqr, Goverﬁor
The Honble Mathew Griswold, Esqr, Deputy Goz;emor

. Jabez Hamlin, Esqr, v

Elisha Sheldon, Esqr,

. Eliphalet Dyer, Esqr,
Jabez Huntington, Esqr,
William Pitkin, Esqr,
Roger Sherman, Esqr,
William Samuel Johnson, Esqr,
Abraham Davenport, Esqr,
Joseph Spencer, Esqr,
Oliver Wolcott, Esqr,

James Abraham Hj r
o 1am Hilhouse, Esqr, )

rAssistanta.




