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Researching Members of the British Regular Military  

During the American Revolution 

 

Many British soldiers came to North America as combatants in the American Revolution, 
participated in the war for years, some returning to Europe, while others remained and 
settled post-war in the British colonies. 

A basic timeline for a British soldier of the American Revolution could include: birth; 
enlistment; regimental history (if they stayed in one military group or moved between 
multiple units); service during the war (posts, battles, taken prisoner, wounds); discharge 
and resettlement or retirement. 

Note: “Regular” soldiers in the British Army who were dispatched from Great Britain are 
usually not considered loyalists, unless they had already retired from the British Army 
before the outbreak of the American Revolution and had settled in the Thirteen Colonies. 
Crossover did sometimes occur, where loyalist men were recruited into established 
regiments rather than new provincial/loyalist regiments, or when a provincial regiment 
became a regular British regiment, but this was not the standard route. 

Primary Sources 

☐ Muster Rolls  

The official function of muster rolls was that of enumeration of a particular military unit or  
crew of a ship, recorded by officers for administrative purposes to distribute pay. 

Information which can be found in musters: location of military posts; participation in 
particular campaigns and battles; assignments given (e.g. guard, expedition, recruiting); 
advancement through the ranks by commissioned and non-commissioned officers; illness, 
injuries, and deaths; post abandonments; missing in action; taken as prisoner; transfers; 
and discharges.  

The following musters were produced by the British War Office (originals at The National 
Archives, UK). 
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• 16th (Buckinghamshire) Regiment of Foot: Muster Books and Pay Lists (WO 
12/3320),1767-1769; 1778-1787. 

• 22nd (Cheshire) Regiment of Foot: Muster Books and Pay Lists (WO 12/3872), 1773-
1785. 

• 29th (Worcestershire) Regiment of Foot: Muster Books and Pay Lists (WO 
12/4493),1765-1783. 

• 34th (Cumberland) Regiment of Foot: Muster Books and Pay Lists (WO 
12/4866),1759-1761; 1768-1787. 

• 35th (Dorsetshire) Regiment of Foot: Muster Books and Pay Lists (WO 
12/4949),1760-61, 1765-1782. 

• 38th (1st Staffordshire) Regiment of Foot: Muster Books and Pay Lists (WO 12/5171-
5172),1775-1789. 

• 42nd (Royal Highland) Regiment of Foot, 1st Battalion: Muster Books and Pay Lists 
(WO 12/5478-5479), 1760 - 1767, 1774 - 1786 (members settled in New Brunswick). 

• 53rd (Shropshire) Regiment of Foot: Muster Books and Pay Lists (WO 12/6316-
6317),1759-1766; 1776-1798. 

• 62nd (Wiltshire) Regiment of Foot: Muster Books and Pay Lists (WO 12/7164),1772-
1783. 

• 84th (Royal Highland Emigrants) Regiment of Foot: Muster Books and Pay Lists (WO 
12/8741 & 8806),1778-1798 (members settled in New Brunswick). 

• British Legion: Muster Books and Pay Lists (WO 12/11099),1782 - 1783. 
• Elford's Corps: Muster Books and Pay Lists (WO 12/10700), 1782 -1783. 
• Royal West India Rangers: Muster Books and Pay Lists: (WO 12/11233, 11237-8, 

1806-1819. 

☐  British Headquarters Papers/ Carleton Papers created by Guy Carleton includes a 
variety of documents about loyalist and many British and German soldiers who settled in 
Canada, digitally indexed on Library and Archives Canada’s website.  

☐ Discharge Papers & Pension Documents 

• Pension Documents (WO 42/59-63) : 1776 - 1881. Great Britain, War Office. 
• Royal Hospital Chelsea: Soldiers Service Documents WO 97. Available online 

through The National Archives.  

☐ Documents Created by the British War Office 

• Headquarters Records : America (WO 28/2-10) : 1775 - 1785. 
• Army Lists (WO 65/164-166) : 1770 - 1783.  
• The Army List (WO 65) : 1740 - 1784.  

https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/muster-books-and-pay-lists-wo-123320-16th-buckinghamshire-regiment-foot-1767-1769-1778-1787
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/muster-books-and-pay-lists-wo-123872-22nd-cheshire-regiment-foot-1773-1785
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/muster-books-and-pay-lists-wo-124493-29th-worcestershire-regiment-foot-1765-1783
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/muster-books-and-pay-lists-wo-124866-34th-cumberland-regiment-foot-1759-1761-1768-1787
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/muster-books-and-pay-lists-wo-124949-35th-dorsetshire-regiment-foot-1760-61-1765-1782
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/muster-books-and-pay-lists-wo-125171-5172-38th-1st-staffordshire-regiment-foot-1775-1789
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/muster-books-and-pay-lists-wo-125478-5479-42nd-royal-highland-regiment-foot-1st-battalion
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/muster-books-and-pay-lists-wo-126316-6317-53rd-shropshire-regiment-foot-1759-1766-1776-1798
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/muster-books-and-pay-lists-wo-127164-62nd-wiltshire-regiment-foot-1772-1783
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/muster-books-and-pay-lists-wo-128741-8806-84th-royal-highland-emigrants-regiment-foot-1778
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/muster-books-and-pay-lists-wo-1211099-british-legion-1782-1783
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/muster-books-and-pay-lists-wo-1210700-elfords-corps-1782-1783
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/muster-books-and-pay-lists-wo-1211233-11237-8-royal-west-india-rangers-1806-1819
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/british-headquarters-papers-1747-1783
https://recherche-collection-search.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/Home/SearchAdvanced?DataSource=Genealogy|Military|CarPapLoyAndSol&
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/pension-documents-wo-4259-63-1776-1881
https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C14305
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/headquarters-records-america-wo-282-10-1775-1785
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/army-lists-wo-65164-166-1770-1783
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/army-list-wo-65-1740-1784
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• Monthly Returns to the Adjutant General : North America (WO 17/1489 - 1498) : 
1758 - 1786.  

• American Rebellion Entry Books (WO 36/1-4) : 1773 - 1783, 1798 - 1799. Great 
Britain. War Office.  

☐ Hessian Documents 

The term “Hessian” refers to the special German auxiliary troops, serving under their own 
officers, used by Great Britain during the American Revolution. A treaty agreement existed 
between King George of England and German rulers, who received payment rather than 
going directly to the soldiers. 

Hessian Documents of the American Revolution : 1776 - 1783 from the Lidgerwood 
Collection held by the Morristown National Historical Park, New Jersey, is the largest 
source of primary documents on Hessians involved in the American Revolution. Transcripts 
include accounts of military campaigns and offer a record of the life and experiences of the 
German soldiers in America. They also give insight into the patriot, loyalist, and British 
forces. 

☐ Other Military Records 

• British Military and Naval Records (Library and Archives Canada) cover the defense 
of present- day Canada, c. 1757 to 1876, available online through LAC.  

• Cornwallis, Charles, 1st Marquis Cornwallis, 1738-1805. Cornwallis Papers : 1614-
1854.  

• Great Britain. Army. Nova Scotia District. Headquarters Office Papers for Nova 
Scotia : 1774-1907.  

• Haldimand, Frederick, Sir, 1718-1791. Papers and Correspondence : 1758-1784.  
• New York Historical Society. Early American Orderly Books : 1748 - 1817. 
• Pattison, James, General, 1724-1805. Papers : 1777 - 1781.  

☐ Personal War Accounts 

• Andre, John, 1750-1780.  Journal and Maps : 1777-1778.  
• Digby, William. The British Invasion From the North: The Campaigns of Generals 

Carleton and Burgoyne, from Canada, 1776-1777 . . . of the 53d, or Shropshire 
Regiment of Foot. 

• Johnson, John, Sir, 1742-1830. Orderly Book of Sir John Johnson During the Oriskany 
Campaign : 1776 - 1777.  

• Prevost, Augustine, Major, 1744-1821. The Journal of Augustine Prevost : 1774.   
• Pope, Richard, (fl.1770s). Military Journal and Commonplace Book : 1775-1777.  

https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/monthly-returns-adjutant-general-north-america-wo-171489-1498-1758-1786
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/monthly-returns-adjutant-general-north-america-wo-171489-1498-1758-1786
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/american-rebellion-entry-books-wo-361-4-1773-1783-1798-1799
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/american-rebellion-entry-books-wo-361-4-1773-1783-1798-1799
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/hessian-documents-american-revolution-1776-1783
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/british-military-and-naval-records
https://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/microform-digitization/006003-110.02-e.php?&q2=25&interval=50&sk=0&&PHPSESSID=52n0njpcv1tte4hpeu7c8kmm862d56akbdq700epbt4op7ksblj0
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/cornwallis-papers-1614-1854
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/cornwallis-papers-1614-1854
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/headquarters-office-papers-nova-scotia-1774-1907
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/headquarters-office-papers-nova-scotia-1774-1907
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/papers-and-correspondence-1758-1784
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/early-american-orderly-books-1748-1817
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/papers-1777-1781
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/journal-and-maps-1777-1778
https://archive.org/details/britishinvasionf00digb
https://archive.org/details/britishinvasionf00digb
https://archive.org/details/britishinvasionf00digb
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/orderly-book-sir-john-johnson-during-oriskany-campaign-1776-1777
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/orderly-book-sir-john-johnson-during-oriskany-campaign-1776-1777
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/journal-augustine-prevost-1774
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/military-journal-and-commonplace-book-1775-1777
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• Peebles, John, d.1824. Notebooks : 1740-1816.  
 

☐ Settlement Musters 

Using the term muster roll in the wider sense, muster rolls sometimes included groups of 
veterans, their children, and wives, as well as civilian settlers.   

• Great Britain. Army. Muster Rolls and Settlement Lists : 1784, the 74th Regiment, 
70th Regiment, 42nd Regiment, and Regiment of Specht included for New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia. 

• Nova Scotia. Public Records. Papers Related to the Early Settlement of the St. John 
River : 1765-1815. 

• Ward Chipman Muster Rolls, 1777-1785 includes some soldiers of British regiments 
settling in what became New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island. 

□ Land petitions & grants 

Petitions were requests for land which could include descriptive information about the 
petitioner’s circumstances, while grants provide the location in detail of where property 
was given by the government. 

• New Brunswick: New Brunswick Land Grants available online through the Provincial 
Archives of New Brunswick. 

• Nova Scotia: Commissioner of Crown Lands fonds, Nova Scotia Land Papers, 1765-
1800 available online through the Nova Scotia Archives. 

• Ontario: Land Petitions of Upper Canada, 1763-1865 available online through 
Library and Archives Canada. 

• Quebec: Land Petitions of Lower Canada, 1764-1841 index plus digitized images 
available via Library and Archives Canada. 

Online Resources 

• The National Archives, United Kingdom, is the institution which holds the most 
relevant collections relating to the British armed forces. Helpful guides: 

o Military and maritime records: an overview 
o Army regiments 
o British Army muster rolls and pay lists c.1730-1898 
o British Army officers up to 1913 
o British Army soldiers up to 1913 
o Courts martial and desertion in the British Army 17th-20th centuries 

https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/notebooks-1740-1816
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/muster-rolls-and-settlement-lists-1784
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/papers-related-early-settlement-st-john-river-1765-1815
https://loyalist.lib.unb.ca/record/papers-related-early-settlement-st-john-river-1765-1815
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/loyalists/loyalists-ward-chipman/Pages/loyalist-maritimes-ward-chipman.aspx
https://archives.gnb.ca/Search/RS686/?culture=en-CA
https://novascotia.ca/archives/landpapers/
https://novascotia.ca/archives/landpapers/
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/land/land-petitions-upper-canada-1763-1865/Pages/land-petitions-upper-canada.aspx
https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/land/land-petitions-lower-canada-1764-1841/Pages/land-petitions-lower-canada.aspx
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/wars-overview/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/army-regiments/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/british-army-muster-rolls-pay-lists-1730-1898/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/british-army-officers-1913/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/british-army-soldiers-up-to-1913/
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/help-with-your-research/research-guides/courts-martial-desertion-british-army-17th-20th-centuries/
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• British Regiments in Canada  (Rootsweb) 
• GENUKI: British Military Records, UK and Ireland 
• The On-Line Institute For Advanced Loyalist Studies – Regular Army/ Royal Navy 

Secondary Sources 

GENERAL 

Blank, Stuart C. Researching British Military History on the Internet: the British Army and 
Armies of the Commonwealth, Empire and Dominions. HIL-MICGDL UA649 .B57 2007 

Carrington, Henry B. Battle Maps and Charts of the American Revolution. HIL-MICGDL 
E230 .C322 1974b 

Claghorn, Charles Eugene. Naval Officers of the American Revolution: A Concise 
Biographical Dictionary. HIL-MICGDL E206 .C33 1988 

Crowder, Norman Kenneth. British Army Pensioners Abroad, 1772 – 1899. HIL-MICGDL 
CS432 .S64 C76 1995 

Currie, Jo, Keith Mercer, and John G. Reid, eds. Hector Maclean: The Writings of a Loyalist-
Era Military Settler in Nova Scotia. HIL-STACKS F1038 .M155 2015 

Graves, Donald E. Nova Scotia Military History: A Resource Guide. HIL-MICGDL UA601 
.N68 

Great Britain, Public Records Office. Records of Officers & Soldiers who have Served in the 
British Army. HIL-MICGDL UA648 .G7 1985 

Hannon, Leslie F. Redcoats and Loyalists 1760-1815. HIL-MICGDL FC161 .H35 

Katcher, Philip R.N. King George's Army, 1775-1783. HIL-MICGDL E267 .K37 1973b 

Logan, G. Murray. Scottish Highlanders and the American Revolution. HIL-MICGDL E277.6 
.H54 L64 

MacNiven, Robbie. British Light Infantry in the American Revolution. HIL-MICGDL E267 
.M33 2021 

Peterkin, Alfred, Johnston, William, and Drew and William Robert Macfarlane. 
Commissioned Officers in the Medical Services of the British Army, 1660-1960. HIL-
MICGDL UH257 .P4 1968 

Rasor, Eugene L. English/British Naval History to 1815: A Guide to the Literature. HIL-
MICGDL DA70 .R374 2004 

https://freepages.rootsweb.com/%7Ecrossroads/genealogy/regiments/
https://www.genuki.org.uk/big/BritMilRecs
https://www.royalprovincial.com/military/army/army.htm
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/176811060
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/898044
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/898044
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/17298601
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/32300370
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/32300370
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/922834196
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/26090443
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/26090443
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/220030820
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/4621904
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/2912998
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/4287305
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/4287305
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1242773282
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1242773282
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/49971
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/49971
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/54542816
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/54542816
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Roworth, Vivien. Not So Easy, Lads: Wearing the Red Coat 1786-1797. HIL-MICGDL DA67 
.R69 2023 

Smith, Eleanor Robertson ed. Remarks and Rough Memorandums: Captain William Booth, 
Corps of Royal Engineers, Shelburne, Nova Scotia, 1787, 1789. HIL-MICGDL FC2349 .S55 
B65 2008 

Stewart, Charles H. The Service of British Regiments in Canada and North America. HIL-
MICGDL UA649 .S442 1964 

NEW BRUNSWICK 

Craig, Calvin Lee. Early Families of “The Mackadavy”: settlers before, during, and following 
the Loyalist period, Magaguadavic Valley, Parish of St. George, Southwestern New 
Brunswick, Canada. HIL-MICGDL CS88 .M24 C72 2003 

________________. Young Emigrants and Craigs of the Magaguadavic. HIL-MICGDL CS90 
.C73 2005 

Nashwaak Bicentennial Association. And the River Rolled On : two hundred years on the 
Nashwaak. HIL-MICGDL FC2495 .N37 A52 1984 

__________________________________.1785-1885 Nashwaak Families. HIL-MICGDL  FC2495 
.N37 S48 1986 

HESSIANS 

Atwood, Rodney. The Hessians : mercenaries from Hessen-Kassel in the American 
Revolution. HIL-STACKS E268 .A89 

Burgoyne, Bruce E. Waldeck Soldiers of the American Revolutionary War. HIL-MICGDL 
E268 .B88 1991 

DeMarce, Virginia Easley. The settlement of former German auxiliary troops in Canada after 
the American Revolution : a monograph. HIL-MICGDL FC106 .G3 D45 

Londahl-Smidt, Donald M. German Troops in the American Revolution (1):  Hessen-Cassel. 
HIL-MICGDL E268 .L66 2021    

Merz, Johannes Helmut. The Hessians of Nova Scotia. HIL-MICGDL FC2321.3 .M47 2005 

_____________________. The Hessians of Upper Canada. HIL-MICGDL FC106 .G3 M47 2008 

Reuter, Claus. Brunswick Troops in North America, 1776-1793: index of all soldiers who 
remained in North America. HIL-MICGDL E268 .R48 1990z 

https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1312804536
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1312804536
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/228667502
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/228667502
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/84960232
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/84960232
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/54415977
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/61525557
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/61525557
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/15954493
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/16983182
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/16983182
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/5353702
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/24690946
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/24690946
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/10901393
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1233305852
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1000615969
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/1000615917
https://unb.on.worldcat.org/oclc/42036764
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____________________. History of the Brunswick Light Infantry Battalion “von Barner” in 
North America 1776 – 1783. HIL-MICGDL E268 .R48 1994 

UNIFORMS 

Franklin, Carl E. British Army Uniforms from 1751-1783: Including the Seven Years' War and 
the American War of Independence. HIL-MICGDL UC485 .G7 F73 2016 

Lefferts, Charles Mackubin and Wall, Alexander J. Uniforms of the American, British, 
French, and German Armies in the war of the American Revolution, 1775-1783. HIL-
MICGDL UC483 .L43 2003 

Mollo, John. Uniforms of the American Revolution in Color. HIL-MICGDL UC480 .M66 1975 

 

 

Contact mic@unb.ca for inquiries regarding The Loyalist Collection. 

 

Link to digital copy: Research Help | The Loyalist Collection 
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